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St. Elias Province Hosts Annual General Meeting  
Spring, 2005 

Friars of the Saint Elias Province interact at the Annual General Meeting held 
at Carmel Retreat in Mahwah, New Jersey on March 29-30, 2005. 
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People of Trinidad sharing Their Faith in Christ 
By Emily Noreiga Hernandez, for “The Acono Chapel News” 
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Habitat for Humanity: A Christian Ministry 

 The Carmelite Students and their 
Formation Directors from Whitefriars Hall in 
Washington, D.C. gave back to the community 
the early part of January, 2005 when they 
volunteered to help Habitat for Humanity build a 
new home for someone in need.  It was hard 
work but all felt renewed by the experience. 

 Habitat for Humanity International is a 
nonprofit, ecumenical Christian organization 
dedicated to eliminating substandard housing 
and homelessness worldwide and to making 
adequate, affordable shelter a matter of 
conscience and action. Habitat is founded on the 
conviction that every man, woman and child 
should have a simple, decent, affordable place to 
live in dignity and safety. 

 Habitat has an open-door policy. All 
who desire to be a part of this work are 
welcome, regardless of religious preference or 
background.  Habitat for Humanity has always 
had a policy of building with people in need 
regardless of race or religion.  The work of 
Habitat for Humanity is driven by the desire to 
give tangible expression to the love of God 
through the work of eliminating poverty 
housing.  Habitat’s mission and methods are 
predominantly derived from a few theological 
concepts: the necessity of putting faith into 
action, the “economics of Jesus” and the 
“theology of the hammer.” 

 Putting Faith into Action .  
Habitat’s ministry is based on the 
conviction that to follow the teachings of 
Jesus Christ we must reflect Christ’s love 
in our own lives by loving and caring for 
one another.  Our love must not be words 
only—it must be true love, which shows 
itself in action.  Habitat provides an 
opportunity for people to put their faith and 
love into action, bring diverse groups of 
people together to make affordable housing 
and better communities a reality for 
everyone. 

 The Economics of Jesus.  When 
people act in response to human need, 
giving what they have without seeking 
profit or interest Habitat believes God 
magnifies the effects of their efforts.  
Habitat refers to this perspective as “the 
economics of Jesus.”  Together, the 
donated labor of construction volunteers, 
the support of partner organizations and the 
homeowners “sweat equity” make the 
house building possible. By sharing 
resources with those in need, Habitat 
volunteers and supporters have made 
decent, affordable housing a reality for 
more than 175,000 families worldwide. 

 The Theology of the Hammer.  
Habitat is a partnership founded on 
common ground — bridging theological 
differences by putting love into action. 
Everyone can use the hammer as an 
instrument to manifest God’s love. Habitat 
founder, Millard Fuller, called this 
concept, “the theology of the hammer.” 
explaining, “We may disagree on all sorts 
of other things… but we can agree on the 
idea of building homes with God's people 
in need, and in doing so using biblical 
economics: no profit and no interest.” 

 Habitat for Humanity welcomes 
all people to build with them in 
partnership.  “The Bible teaches that God 
is the God of the whole crowd,:” 
explained Fuller.  “God’s love leaves 
nobody out, and my love should not 
either.  This understanding drives “the 
theology of the hammer” around the 
world, steadily building more and more 
houses in more and more countries.” 

 For more information about 
Habitat for Humanity, visit their website: 
www.habitat.org 

 

Carmelite students from Whitefriars Hall in Washington, D.C. prepare to do some 
heavy lifting on the construction site of Habitat for Humanity in Washington, D.C. on 

January 5, 2005 

Bro. Stephan Huy Tran, O. Carm. tries his 
hand at the electric saw on the building site 

of Habitat for Humanity in Washington, 
D.C.—January 5, 2005. 



 The world mourns the death of 
Pope John Paul II.  So much is said and 
written of him.  Some claim a major role for 
him in the fall of the communist regime. 
Others look to his skill in engaging world 
leaders and the political process. Many point 
to his solid commitment to orthodoxy as a 
great corrective for a church some considered 
in disarray following the Second Vatican 
Council.  And all point to the holiness and 
mysticism of his spiritual life, his closeness 
to Christ. 

 John Paul II 
never forgot what it 
was to be a  priest, 
whether he was bishop, 
cardinal or even pope.  
The first realization for 
a priest is that he is 
fully human. He 
understands that it is 
only when engaged in 
healthy and close human relationships that he 
comes to a sense of self.  Recognizing the 
limitation and weakness of the human 
condition which he shares with his brothers 
and sisters, the priest knows he must always 
be in loving relationships with those whom 
he serves in order to live his life fully.  It is in 
the interchange of relationship that the priest 
knows his strength.  Pope John Paul knew 
this.  The miracle of his Papacy is the way in 
which he bonded with his human brothers 
and sisters, with those who are poor, 
forgotten, marginalized and with those who 
are world leaders and persons of wealth and 
power.  The images of this pope waling to the 
hut of a poor Mexican compassion, delighting 
in the performance of a handicapped young 
man who could only play his guitar with his 
feet, telling the crowds, including the 
presidents, not to be afraid.  These images 
flesh out the ability of this man to draw 
others to himself while he himself is drawn 
into their reality.  Human compassion rooted 
in his ability to relate with others and to share 
their worlds with them is one of John Paul’s 
priestly virtues. 

 A priest is a disciple of Jesus.  
Always growing in understanding of the 
Master, always growing more intimate with 
the Teacher, following his way without 
deviation and with commitment, the priest 
disciple comes to a deep personal friendship 
and communion with Jesus.  Pope John Paul 

lived a transparent life. By this we mean 
there was no guessing about his live for 
Christ. His holiness set him apart. He 
followed the way of Jesus.  He proclaimed 
the Gospel of Jesus. He loved as Jesus loved. 
At Mass in his private chapel or in a stadium 
filled with thousands of people, the Holy 
Father’s holiness was almost tangible.  
Leading the Good Friday Stations of the 
Cross or kneeling in prayer for the victims of 
the Holocaust, John Paul II radiated his love 

for Christ, his discipleship. 

 Finally, a priest is an 
apostle, one sent by the Sprit 
on a mission to be a life-giver.  
A priest’s vocation is a gift 
that both calls and sends.  He 
is sent to proclaim a message 
of life to the world, and he is 
willing to give his life so that 
others might live. 

 John Paul II was 
most definitely an apostle. He understood 
himself as one who was sent.  The energy 
and force of his commitment had its source 
in this conviction. His proclamation was a 
consistent proclamation of life: of the dignity 
and value of the human person, of the justice 
and freedom so necessary for the experience 
of a meaningful life, of the love that is 
foundational of human community.  AS the 
story of his person al life shows us, he was 
willing to die with Christ through his own 
physical suffering. As the witness of his last 
days demonstrates, he gave himself, “totus 
tuus” - for the love of God and the lives of 
God’s people. 

 Pope John Paul II, a great human 
being, a committed disciple, an apostle sent 
to bring life to the world!  This priest 
summarized all in the celebration of the 
Eucharist.  There human beings gather to be 
formed into church, the community of 
disciples of Jesus. There they hear the 
mandate and become what they hear.  There 
they eat and become what they receive.  
From there they are send, as John Paul II was 
sent, to lay down their lives so that others 
might live.   

 Thanks be to God for the gift of the 
priesthood of John Paul II. 

  

 In Cecil B. DeMille’s film, “The Ten 
Commandments,” Moses is conducting the first 
Passover Seder when the idol-worshipping 
Egyptian princess who raised him comes to the 
door. At first, he is barred from joining this 
sacred moment, but Moses overrules his 
kinsmen and lets her in. 

 This scene, though fictional, is true 
to Jewish belief. “There’s very much a 
tradition of inviting non-Jews to Seder.” said 
Rabbi Richard D. Agler of Congregation 
B’nai Israel in Boca Raton.  “Let them come 
and eat Jewish or non-Jewish, it doesn’t 
matter.” 

 B'nai Israel honored that tradition 
when it invited congregants of St. Jude 
Catholic Church, Boca Raton, to a community 
intergroup Seder the night of April 14.  The 
event was part of a long cooperation between 
the two houses of worship, and not the first 
time they’d broken matzo together. 

 Seder participation, however, has  
grown.  Father Michael Driscoll, O. Carm. of 
St. Jude said, “Everybody wants this to 
continue.  We have 40 from St. Jude here 
today, up from six couples we had initially.” 

 The Seder was called “The Festival 
of Freedom,” but the watchword might just as 
well have been education as each of 80 
participants worked their way through a special 
interfaith haggadah, prepared through the 
American Jewish Committee.  Besides 
traditional passages, the book included writings 
by Martin Luther King, Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu and Anne Frank. 

 After 8-year old twins, Michael and 
Rachel Reizburg of Boca Raton perfectly 
recited the four questions in Hebrew, Jews and 
Catholics took turns reading the hagaddah’s 
text aloud, as participants considered the 
symbolic meaning of the roasted egg, parsley, 
matzah, maror and charoses set out on each 
table.  Everyone got a sample of gefilte fish as 
well, which Agler said was “not a fish that 
swims around, but a mixture with other good 
things.” as Jews and Catholics laughed 
together at the remark. 

 Agler summed up the evening. “We, 
tonight, see the foundations of two faiths, “ he 
said, “We’ll teach.  We’ll learn. We’ll have a 
wonderful evening.” 

A Reflection on Pope John Paul II 
By The National Federation of Priests’ Councils 

Reprinted from Origins, April 14, 2005, Vol. 34, No. 43 
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Boca Jews, Catholics 
Break Matzo Together 

in Interfaith Seder �
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 By Father Alfred Isacsson, O. Carm., Provincial Archivist  
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Pope John Paul II     1920-2005 
With The death of Pope John Paul II 

in Vatican City on April 2, 2005, and the 
end of his 26-year pontificate, the one-
billion-plus Roman Catholic Church 
members engaged in a profound period of 
mourning, followed by the election by the 
College of Cardinals of Pope John 
Benedict XVI, who succeeded John Paul as 
the Holy Father on the throne of St. Peter. 

These are historical times, with the 
passing of a giant of our era, whose mark is 
carved indelibly into the collective 
consciousness of mankind and whose papal 
reign reached well beyond the walls of the 
Vatican and beyond Roman Catholicism or 
Christendom at-large.  The holiness, impact 
and significance of the pontificate of Pope 
John Paul II will resonate well beyond the 
lifetime of anyone alive today. 

Much has been made, justifiably, my 
media eulogizers about Pope John Paul’s 
role in bringing down the Iron Curtain of 
communism in Eastern Europe, ultimately 
resulting in the bringing down of the Soviet 
Union.  Credit for the defeat of 
communism was rightly so, shared to a 
certain extent with President Ronald 
Reagan. 

However, while Reagan acted from 
without, exercising pressure both military 
and economic in nature in toppling the 
Soviet regime, Pope John Paul acted from 
within, most especially considering his 
status as a son of an oppressed people, first 
under Nazi conquest, and subsequently 
under Soviet domination.  He went after 
hearts,  waging peace, rather than an 
implied threat of war. 

A man wholly devoted to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, who called for the conversion 
of Russia during her apparitions at Fatima, 
the irony cannot be overlooked that on the 
day of Pope John Paul’s death, Mass was 
being offered on his behalf in a country the 
liberation of which resulted directly from 
his loving actions.  At the beginning of his 
magnificent pontificate, the celebration of 
the Mass might well have resulted in an 
execution or an extended stay in Siberia.  
No longer. 

Whether meeting with as bold a 
president as Reagan or as notorious a 
dictator as Cuba’s Fidel Castro, the Holy 
Father’s personal force and presence 
always set the tone of the encounter.  Pope 
John Paul II was as great and profound a 

political figure as any statesman of the 20th 
century.  The global influence of Pope John 
Paul II came in large part due to his 
daunting travel schedule, earning him the 
label as the “pilgrim pope,” the most well-
traveled pontiff in church history, as well as 
his command of over a dozen languages.  
The “gift of tongues” bestowed on the 
apostles at the Pentecost clearly didn’t miss 
the Holy Father. 

He used his gifts to connect with and 
profess the Gospel and Christ-like values to 
Christians and non-Christians alike the 
world over, most especially to the youths of 
the world. 

When Pope John Paul first donned the 
triple tiara, the Roman Catholic Church 
might well have been considered still 
struggling with the changes resulting from 
the often misconstrued and misapplied 
Second Vatican Council.  He strove to 
reinstill a sense of orthodoxy into the 
Church, a renewed reverence for the 
Blessed Sacrament, and was passionate in 
urging all Catholics to share in his devotion 
to the Blessed Mother. 

The Holy Father was rock-solid on 
issues such as celibate and exclusively mal 
priesthood, the sanctity of life and the 
sacrament of marriage, and in speaking out 
against homosexuality, artificial birth 

control, terrorism, war and social injustice.  
There’s been no stronger and impassioned 
voice in advocating a “Culture of Life” during 
the course of his papacy. 

One matter that ultimately will demand 
consideration is the sainthood of Pope John 
Paul II.  Already, mention is made of John 
Paul the Great.  Justification can even be 
found on the basis of his peerless scholarship 
and intellect, reflected by the body of his 
written work to name him as a doctor of the 
Church.  The holiness with which he lived his 
life, pursued his ministry, and conducted his 
pontificate is matched possibly only by Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta.  It’s rare, indeed, that the 
greatness of any individual is so readily 
apparent during his or her lifetime,, but in the 
respective cases of both this Pope and Mother 
Teresa, the c consensus in that effect is 
virtually universal. 

Written by Francis X. Shanon, a member 
of the Catholic Press Association and a former 
writer for the Tampa Tribune. He resides in 
the State of Florida.  Reprinted with 
permission.  The Florida Catholic, April 15, 
2005. 

The Carmelite Family Mourns             
the Death of Pope John Paul II 

The Carmelite Prior General, Most Rev. 
Joseph Chalmers, O. Carm., on behalf of the 
Carmelite Family, attended the funeral 
services of His Holiness, Pope John Paul II in 
Vatican City as did hundreds of thousands 
who daily filled St. Peter’s Square and stood in 
lines for hours.   

“The extent of the world’s media coverage 
during the Pope’s last illness and his death has 
shown the level of interest in this great man 
and in his spiritual legacy. He understood his 
ministry as that of preaching the Gospel 
without compromise. Much of the world may 
not have agreed with some of what Pope John 
Paul II said but they certainly respected him as 
a man of principle," said Fr. Joseph. 

"Looking back over the past 26 years of Pope 
John Paul’s papacy, I would say that the whole 
Church gives thanks to God for his life and his 
ministry," said Fr. Joseph. "The Carmelite 
Family too gives thanks for the particular ways 
in which this Pope showed his love for 
Carmel." 

(Excerpts taken from CITOC, April-June, 
2005) 
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Pope with the strength and meekness 
needed to     minister to Christians “in the 
unity of   communion.” 

In his homily, Pope Benedict said, 
“One of the basic characteristics of a   
shepherd must be to love the  people en-
trusted to him, even as he loves Christ 
whom he serves...Loving means giving the 
sheep what is truly good, the nourishment 
of God’s truth, of God’s word, the nourish-
ment of his presence which he gives us in 
the Blessed Sacrament.” 

The new Pope asked for the prayers of 
the entire Church that he would grow in his 
love for the Lord and for the members of 
the Church and prayers that he would be 
strong in the face of those who threaten the 
Church.  “Let us pray for one another that 
the Lord will carry us and that we will learn 
to carry one another.” 

Following the homily, Pope  Benedict 
received the act of obedience of his new 
flock, symbolized by 12 people from eight 
countries.  One of the 12 was a Discalced 
Carmelite priest who serves as a consultant 
to the Congregation fro the Doctrine of the 
Faith. 

While the Gospel was chanted in Latin 

and Greek, the other Bible readings were in 
English and      Spanish.  The prayers of the 
faithful were recited in German, French,   
Arabic, Chinese and Portuguese. 

The bread and wine consecrated by 
Pope Benedict during the Mass were 
brought up to him by Catholics from    
Hungary, Croatia, Kenya,  Burkina Faso, 
Italy, China and Peru; many in the         
procession wore their national costumes. 
Members of the Carmelite Donum Dei  
Missionary Family participated in the   
offertory procession. Benedict smiled 
broadly, listened  attentively, stroked the 
cheeks of the young and offered his     
blessing. 

At the end of the Mass, Pope Benedict 
took his first ride in the Popemolbile,  
standing in the back of the open vehicle, 
waving to the crowd and blessing them 
with his right hand, newly weighted by the 
Fisherman’s ring. 

He then went into St. Peter’s  Basilica 
where a chair was set on an oriental rug 
before the main altar.  Members of the  
government delegations were led into the 
basilica to greet him and pose for          
photographs. 

During his Inauguration Homily, Pope 
Benedict XVI proclaimed, “The church is 
alive—this is the wonderful experience of 
these days.  During those sad days of Pope 
John Paul II’s illness and death, it became 
wonderfully evident to us that the church is 
alive.  And the church is young.” 

“Now, at this moment, weak servant of 
God that I am, I must assume this enormous 
task, which truly exceeds all human capac-
ity.  How can I do this?  I am not alone.  I 
do not have to carry alone what in truth I 
could never carry alone.  Pope John Paul II 
began his ministry here in St. Peter’s 
Square on October 22, 1978.  His words on 
that occasion constantly echo in my ears:  
‘Do not be afraid! Open wide the doors for 
Christ!’  And now I say to you, Do not be 
afraid of Christ! He takes nothing away and 
he gives you everything.  When we give 
ourselves to him, we receive a hundredfold 
in return.  Yes, open wide the doors to 
Christ—and there you will find true life.” 

 

Pope Benedict XVI  
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In a liturgy rich with symbols and 
promises, Pope Benedict XVI formally 
began his ministry as head of the univer-
sal Church, and Catholics from around the 
world pledged their love and obedience to 
him. 

The morning of April 24, Pope  
Benedict, elected April 19, 2005 by the      
College of Cardinals, walked down to the 
tomb of the martyred St. Peter in the  
Vatican Basilica to pay homage to the 
first Bishop of Rome. 

Then, with some 150 cardinals, he 
processed into a sun-bathed St. Peter’s 
Square to begin the Mass and receive the 
main symbols of his office:  the          
fisherman’s ring and the pallium.  “At this 
moment, weak servant of God that I am, I 
must assume this enormous task, which 
truly exceeds all human capacity.” Pope 
Benedict said in his homily. 

The 78-year old Pope said he would 
rely on the prayers of all Catholics and the 
grace of God. 

“I do not have to carry along what in 
truth I could never carry alone.” he said. 

The New Pope said his inaugural 
Mass was not the moment to present “a 
program of governance,” but rather a time 
to promise to try to be a good shepherd to 
Christ’s flock, to rescue those who are 
lost, to help the poor and to build unity 
among all believers in Christ. 

An estimated 350,000 people      
attended the Mass, including delegations 
from more than 130 countries and from 
dozens of Orthodox, Anglican and     
Protestant Churches. 

Chilean Cardinal Jorge Medina   
Estevez placed the pallium, a long woolen 
stole, around the neck of Pope Benedict, 
reminding him that Jesus has entrusted 
him with     taking up the ministry of St. 
Peter to shepherd Christ’s flock. 

Italian Cardinal Angelo Sodano, 
Vatican Secretary of State, handed Pope 
Benedict the fisherman’s ring, which the 
new pope placed on the ring finger of his 
right hand. Cardinal Sodano prayed that 
“the Spirit of love” would fill the new 


