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The Carmelite Call 

There is noting as confusing as the search 
for the community which will best nurture 
your calling and desire to live the Word.  
You ask yourself, “Which Door?”  

We are the men who follow the Rule of 
Carmel.  Some as priests.  Some as 
brothers.  We join together in prayer, 
fraternity and service living in the Spirit of 
Mary and Elijah.  Our lives and our 
ministry are the means we use to live this 
out. 

We invite you to “listen” to some of the 
“whys” of our members.  Call for a 
brochure to hear our stories.  See if they 
resonate with you. If so, we look forward 
to you coming through our door for a visit, 
a chat and your consideration of life as a 
Carmelite Friar.   

Father John Horan, O. Carm.             
Vocation Director, Saint Elias Province   
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Carmelite Vocation Office                 
P.O. Box 3079                       

Middletown, NY 10940-0890          
email:  ocarmvoc@frontiernet.net 

website: www.carmelites.com                        
phone:  (845) 344-2225 
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Eastern Commissary Provincial:  Rev. James Boyce. O. Carm.     
Mid-Western Commissary Provincial: Rev. David Simpson, O. Carm. 
Western Commissary Provincial: Rev. Albert Koppes, O. Carm.         
First Councilor:  Rev. Carl Markelz, O. Carm.                           
Second Councilor:  Rev. Emmett Gavin, O. Carm.                        
Third Councilor:  Rev. Ronald Oakham, O. Carm.                           
Fourth Councilor:  Rev. Daniel O’Neill, O. Carm. 

Our heartiest congratulations!  We shall hold you all in prayer          
as you begin this new Triennium. 

Most Pure Heart of Mary Province 
Elects New Leadership at Chapter 

Summer, 2005 

The newly-elected Council (from left to right):  Regional Superiors James Boyce, David Simpson and Albert Koppes; Prior-
Provincial John Welch, and Councilors Carl Markelz, Emmett Gavin, Ronald Oakham and Daniel O’Neill. 



Before Fr Vincent Pazhukkakulam, O 
Carm. left on a one-month trip to India in 
mid-April, he said during a Mass that he 
thought it was time for us to complete the 
wall at the front of St Michael's Church.  

For years, the wall had been bare and 
low, without any fence or gate. Fr Vincent's 
appeal came during the time that our dear 
Pope John Paul II was growing very weak 
and was bed-ridden.  

In time for Father's Day on June 19, Fr 
Vincent and members of the parish 
community (St Michael's, St Theresa's, and 
St Cecilia's) were able to complete the wall.  

We were taught a valuable lesson; by 
uniting we were able to complete something 
we had been hoping to accomplish for years. 
The project could not have been achieved 
without the help of the entire parish of 
Maracas/St Joseph, who raised the $15,000 
necessary.  

The Youth Group and Legion of Mary 

held cake sales at all three churches in the 
parish, while some parishioners 
contributed by seeking donations and 
others looked to individual sponsors and 
corporations for help.  

During the weekend Masses on 
Father's Day, Fr Vincent told us that we 
ought to feel proud and sing praises for the 
blessings of our Lord, who showed us 
what we could do in unity and what greater 
things we were capable of. He also 
thanked the Men's Movement for painting 
the St Michael's wall, those who helped 
and gave generously to the project, and 
ACTS Ironworks.  

The wall is our memorial to Pope 
John Paul II and it was dedicated to him on 
June 19 at the 7.30 am. Mass. Fr Vincent 
blessed the wall and the temporary plaque 
in memory of John Paul II.  

A metal plaque made by ACTS 
Ironworks will be positioned on the inside 

of the wall permanently, along with a 
picture of John Paul II.  

Pope John Paul II was a good shepherd 
of the Catholic Church, and many admired 
and respected him. He was a great father of 
the Church and this is our thanks to the 
Lord for giving us such a great man and 
Pope.  

May God bless all those helpful hands 
and busy Christians who work for the good 
of Jesus Christ and encourage unity in 
communities. Also, may God bless our 
parish priest for showing us the value of 
unity on this Father's Day.  

Published in the Catholic News, 
Trinidad, July, 2005.  Fr Vincent 
Pazhukkakulam, O Carm., a Carmelite 
priest from the Commissariat of India, has 
been assisting our Province in the Trinidad 
Foundation since June, 2004. 
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photos, and other materials become the 
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Publisher and Editor                         
Very Rev. Michael Kissane, O. Carm. 

Co-Editors                                          
Rev. Alfred Isacsson, O. Carm.          

Very Rev. Michael Driscoll, O. Carm.    
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Phone: (845) 344-2223                        
Fax: (845) 344-2210                       

website:  www.carmelites.com 

THANK YOU, MARGARET! 

The Carmelite Development Office gathered to wish volunteer, Mrs. Margaret Faas (seated) 
a Happy 96th birthday this past June.  Mrs. Faas has been volunteering in the Development 
Office three times a week for the past several years.  Standing (L-R):  Stephanie Wiesbeck, 
Laraine Flood, Ann Clouse, Gloria Mullarkey, Lorraine Witkowski, and Kathy Webb. 
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Five Profess Solemn Vows in Province 

The Province of Saint Elias has been 
blessed this year with five members professing 
Solemn Vows of Chastity, Poverty and 
Obedience for life. 

On Saturday, July 16, 2005, Brother 
Robert Ryba, O. Carm. Of Mount Carmel 
Hermitage in Bolivar, Pennsylvania, made his 
Solemn Profession at his home parish of  St. 
Stephen’s Church in Johnstown, PA. Robert, the 
son of Walter and Rosella Ryba was born in 
Johnstown, Pa and is one of eight children in the 
family.  He  entered Mount Carmel Hermitage in 
1999 and made his Simple Profession in July 16, 
2002.  He lives the eremitical life along with 
Fathers Simeon Marro, O. Carm. and Bede 
Mulligan , O. Carm.  at a beautiful, secluded 
location in the hills of Bolivar, Pennsylvania. 
Father Michael Kissane, O. Carm., Prior 
Provincial of the St. Elias Province, received 
Robert’s Solemn Vows and Father Bede gave 
the homily.  Following the Mass, the celebration 
continued at a nearby restaurant for family and 
friends.  Congratulations Robert! 

Then, on Saturday, July 30, 2005, four 
student Friars from Whitefriars Hall in 
Washington, D.C. came forth to profess their 
Solemn Vows.  Brothers: Stephan Huy Tran, 
Stephan Tuu Le, Joseph Hung Tran and 
Emiel Patrick Anthony Abalahin , each 
professed their consecration to God following 
the example of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the 
Prophet Elijah to live in allegiance to Jesus 
Christ for life. 

Brothers Stephan Huy Tran, Stephan Tuu 
Le and Joseph Hung Tran are the first students 
from our foundation in Vietnam to profess 

Solemn Vows in the Order.  They each will 
continue their theological studies at the 
Washington Theological Union in 
Washington, D.C. next year in preparation 
for Ordination to the Diaconate and 
eventually the Priesthood.  They are being 
formed in the Carmelite life in order to 
bring the Order to Vietnam and eventual 
ministry in their home country. 

Brother Emiel Abalahin has completed 
his theological studies and is assigned to 
ministry at St. Jude R.C. Church in Boca 
Raton, Florida  as a necessary period of 
time is required before proceeding onto the 
Diaconate and priesthood. 

Father Michael Kissane, Prior 
Provincial, when addressing the four said, 
“What we are about to witness here is not 
so much what each of you has 
accomplished in your life so far, What we 
celebrate is the fact that the grace of God 
has brought you to this point in your life.  
We celebrate what God has done that 
enables each of you today to publicly 
profess vows for life.”  

 Friends and family traveled from 

parts of New York, New Jersey, 
Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Maryland and 
California to witness the Profession.  Mr. 
The Thang Tran, father of Brother 
Joseph Hung Tran, O. Carm. traveled 
from Ho Chi Minh City in Vietnam for the 
occasion.  Joining him was Sister Emilia 
Nien Tran, Mr. Tran’s sister and Joseph 
Hung’s Aunt. 

As the four Solemnly Professed 
brothers cut the cake in celebration of the 
event, there was much laughter, happiness 
and camaraderie among all the guests 
present.  The solemnity of the Profession 
and the spirituality of all things Carmelite 
came together in prayer, in community 
and in song. 

And as Father Michael reminded, 
“As each of you profess vows before 
many family, friends and Carmelites, I ask 
that you commit yourselves to doing what 
our Rule calls us to do—to follow Jesus 
Christ each day of your lives.”   

Congratulation to our Solemnly 
Professed brothers! 

(Front row L-R):  Brother Stephan Huy Tran, O. Carm., Brother Stephan Tuu Le, O. 
Carm., Father Michael Kissane, O. Carm., Brother Joseph Hung Tran, O. Carm., and 
Brother Emiel Abalahin.  (Back row L-R) Bather Raymond Maher, O. Carm., Father 

William Wert, O. Carm., and Father Mario Esposito, O. Carm.. 

Brother Robert Ryba, O. Carm 



Reverend David Kearns, O. Carm., a 
member of the Order of Carmelites and of the 
North American Province of St. Elias, died at 
St. Simon Stock Priory in the Bronx, New 
York on Monday, July 25, 2005.   He was 71 
years old. 

Father David was born in Brooklyn, 
New York on May 7, 1934 to John and 
Katherine Butler Kearns.   Father David 
Kearns received his habit in the Order of 
Carmelites, North American Province of St. 
Elias in September, 1954 when he entered the 
Carmelite Novitiate.   At the conclusion of 
his Novitiate year he professed First Vows of 
Obedience, Poverty and Chastity on 
September 8, 1955.  He Professed his Solemn 
Vows on September 15, 1958 and was 
ordained to the priesthood on May 27, 1961 
in the Chapel of St. Albert's Seminary in 
Middletown, New York. 

A graduate of St. Bonaventure College 
in Olean, New York, he studied philosophy, 
history and guidance counseling.  He 
completed his theological studies while 
residing at Whitefriars Hall in Washington, 
D.C. 

Following his ordination to the 
priesthood, Father David taught high school 
students at St. Albert’s Junior Seminary in 
Middletown, New York before being 
assigned to Our Lady of the Scapular Church 
on East 28th Street in Manhattan where he 
served in Vocation ministry.  In 1967 he was 
assigned to Mt. Carmel High School in 
Auburn, New York as a teacher and in 1970 
moved to Bishop Kearney High School in 
Rochester, New York where he was both 
teacher and did Guidance work until 1986. 
Between 1986 and 1988, Father David was 
involved in on-going formation and studies in 
both Purchase, NY and Washington, D.C. 
before being assigned to Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Church in Middletown, New York in 
1988 where he was the Parochial Vicar at the 
mission Churches of Holy Cross in South 
Centerville, NY and Our Lady of the 
Scapular in Unionville, New York.  He 
served at Saint Simon Stock Church on 
Valentine Avenue in the Bronx as a Parochial 
Vicar from 1998 until his death.   

During the entire time that Father David 
served at St. Simon Stock in the Bronx, it was 
his pleasure to celebrate Mass in Yankee 
Stadium each Sunday when the N.Y. 
Yankees were playing home games. 

Known for his sense of humor and 
kindness shown to “the working people”, 
Father David’s ministry touched the lives of 
so many wherever he served. 

He is survived by two sisters, Regina 
and Kathleen Kearns of Bayside, NY and one 
brother, Richard Kearns (Catherine) of 
Weretown, NJ.  He was pre-deceased by his 
parents and his twin brother, Kevin. 

The Wake was held at Saint Simon 
Stock Church, 2191 Valentine Avenue, 
Bronx, NY 10457 on Wednesday, July 27, 
2005  Evening Prayer was celebrated and 
Brother Jack Reidy, CFC gave the homily. 

The Mass of Christian Burial was held 
on Thursday, July 28th on 11:00 a.m.  Very 
Rev. Michael Kissane, O. Carm., Prior 
Provincial of the St. Elias Province, was the 
Main Celebrant and Rev. Romaeus Cooney, 
O. Carm. preached the homily. 

Burial followed in the Carmelite 
Cemetery on Carmelite Drive in Middletown, 
New York.  In lieu of flowers, donations 
were made to the Carmelite Education Fund, 
P.O. Box 868, Carmelite Drive, Middletown, 
New York 10940. 

A luncheon was held in Pilgrim Hall of 
the National Shrine for the family and friends 
of Father David who traveled from near and 
far for the funeral Mass and burial. 

 

 

Middletown – He was born in Brooklyn and 
grew up in Queens and never gave baseball a 
second thought until late in life – seven springs 
ago.   Back in 1998, the Rev. David Kearns 
was asked to move from Middletown to the 
Bronx and take over one of the most unusual 
and subterranean ministries in the Archdiocese 
of New York – to celebrate Mass on Sundays 
at Yankee Stadium when the team was at 
home.     This was how Father David, as he 
was universally known, came to be as staunch 
a Yankees fan as there is. This is why a 
Yankees banner and cap were draped over the 
back of the guest book at his funeral Mass at 
the National Shrine of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel yesterday.    Though it may sound like 
a plum job, ministering to the pin-striped 
heroes in the legendary Bronx cathedral of 
baseball, Father David's Mass was free of 
superstars. He celebrated Mass for the unsung 
heroes of the stadium – the cops who kept 
order, the vendors who sold the programs and 
hot dogs, the people who tear the tickets and 
sweep up after the bigwigs have left the 
building.    "It was a working-man's Mass," 
said Susan Cottingham, a retired New York 
City police officer whose Sunday beat used to 
include the home games. "It was too early for 
the celebrities, they were still in bed." 
Cottingham was among the scores of 
parishioners who traveled from the Bronx and 
beyond to attend the priest's funeral service and 
burial yesterday.    The 10 a.m. Mass at 
Yankee Stadium was initiated in the early 
1970s so stadium workers could get to Mass 
and still get to work on time, she said.    The 
auspices are humble in the extreme. The Mass 
is celebrated in an auxiliary locker room. 
Father David's vestments would be wheeled 
into the room in a shopping cart. Last-minute 
confessions were heard in a nearby men's 
room.    There was no standing on ceremony 
by Father David, Officer Maureen Gillen said. 
Sometimes he'd begin his service with a 
homily "almost before we knew it."  
   Celebrities? General Manager Brian 
Cashman might show up occasionally, she 
said. More often, the celebrities were of local 
stock, guys like Bill the Baker and friends of 
Father David's who weren't even Catholic but 
loved to stop by and visit him in his locker-
room chapel.    Masses had been celebrated in 
the stadium by Carmelite priests from nearby 
Saint Simon Stock Church since the late '70s, 
when the neighborhood around the stadium had 
the highest crime rate in the city.  

[Written by Jeremiah Horrigan of the Times-Herald 
Record, Middletown, NY.  Copyright Orange County 
Publications, a division of Ottaway Newspapers Inc., 

Rev. David Kearns, O. Carm.  
1934-2005 

�����6� � � � 	 	 � 
 � � � 
 
 � �

Father David and the 
New York Yankees 
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First Vows Professed in Middletown 
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It was a glorious day in Middletown on 
Monday, June 14th as Carmelite friars and 
guests arrived at the National Shrine of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel for the celebration 
of three young men professing their First 
Vows. 

Brothers Fabio Rojas, O. Carm., Marlon 
Mateo, O. Carm. and David Semmens, O. 
Carm., after successfully completing their 
Novitiate year and fulfilling all their 
commitments, were ready to come forward 
and publicly profess their temporary vows 
of poverty, chastity and obedience. 

While Father John Russell, O. Carm., 
Prior Provincial of the Province of the Most 
Pure Heart of Mary served as the Celebrant, 
Father Michael Kissane, O. Carm., Prior 
Provincial of the St. Elias Province served 
as Homilist at the Simple Profession Mass.  
Father Michael spoke to the newly-
professed about their future life in Carmel, 
the possibilities of struggle and acceptance 
to being “called” to this vocation. 

“A vocation is not a once for all call that 
comes from God at a young age.  Rather, it 
is a daily, lifelong conversation with God.  
If we are to remain faithful to our vocation, 
we constantly have to be in conversation 

with God.  Prayer must be an important part 
of our life.. Fidelity comes when we keep 
God at the center of our lives.  We continue 
in our vocation despite the changing world, 
the changing Church, if we keep God at the 
center of our lives and remain constant in 
prayer.” 

Brother Fabio Rojas, O. Carm., a native 
of Mexico, has been assigned to Internship at 
the National Shrine of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel in Middletown, New York with part-
time assistance at Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Parish, also in Middletown.  

Brother Marlon Mateo, O. Carm., a 
native of the Philippines, has been assigned 
to Mount Carmel High School in Chicago, 
Illinois for his Internship. 

Brother David Genders, O. Carm., a 
native of Los Angeles, California, has been 
assigned to Whitefriars Hall in Washington, 
D.C. where he will begin his theological 
studies. 

Family, friends, brother and sister 
Carmelites were present to share in this 
joyous moment.  A luncheon reception 
followed the Mass where all continued the 
celebration.  Congratulations!  

Four New Novices Receive Carmelite Habits�
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Newly Received Novices:   

Brothers: Jason Hungerford, Joseph Phuong Ngo, 
John Baptist Hung Ho and Mark Zittle. 

Friars who professed Simple Vows on June 14, 
2005: (L-R):  Brother Fabio Rojas, O. Carm., 

Brother Marlon Mateo, O. Carm.,                     
and Brother David Genders, O. Carm. 
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