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Three Ordained to the Pri

lesthood, One to Diaconate

On Monday, May 5th, amid the joyful te
of family, friends and fellow Carmelites, three m
were ordained priests and one a deacon in a s
filled and tradition-rich ceremony that lasted t#Hdi
more than two hours.

Ordained to the priesthood werdev.

slune 3, 2002 and was solemnly professed on Al
26, 2006.
Dirit-

igust

Rev. Bro Peter Hoang Nguyen, O.Carm
who was ordained a deacon was born on Septe
4, 1970 in the town of Baria Vung Tau, Vietna
He professed first vows on June 3, 2002 and

mber
m.
was

Joseph Viet Dinh,
O.Carm., Rev. Josep
Diep Dinh, O.Carm. and
Rev. Joseph Trung Tran,
O.Carm. Ordained to thg f
transitional diaconate wae
Rev. Bro. Peter Hoang
Nguyen, O.Carm. All are
from Vietnam and wil
return to the Carmelit]
foundation in Vietnam.

Rev. Joseph Vietjg
Dinh, O.Carm. was born in

solemnly professed gn
& August 26, 2006. He wi
fl continue his theologic
studies and formation

Washington, DC.

n

The ceremony too
place at the National Shril
of Our Lady of Moun
Carmel in Middletown, Ne\
York. Bishop Dominick
Lagonegro, Auxiliary Bishop
of the Archdiocese of Ne
York was the ordainin
bishop.  The Shrine chap

el

the town of Lam Dong i

Vietnam on April 20, 1977
He professed first vows d
June 3, 2002 and wd
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was packed for the occasio

During the bilingu

solemnly professed on August 26, 2006.

Rev. Joseph Diep Dinh, O.Carmwas born

in the town of Ninh Binh in Vietham on April 253,

1975. He professed first vows on June 3, 2002
was solemnly professed on August 26, 2006.

(English and Vietnamesg)
ceremony the three candidates for priesthood
received the Laying on of Hands in which the bishop
and other priests invoked the Holy Spirit. Ip a
apdrticularly moving part of the sacramental
ceremony, the three men lay prostrate while|the

Litany of the Saints was sung, symbolizing their

Rev. Joseph Trung Tran, O.Carm.was

born on January 2, 1974 in the town of My Tho-T{en

Giang in Vietnam. He professed first vows

dependence on God and the prayers of the

n
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community of the Church on earth and the sg
in heaven.

ints

Part of the ceremony was the investifure

with the stole and chasuble, the garments
distinguish a priest and his office. The anointof
the newly ordained’s hands by the bishop and
handing over of the bread and wine were two o
steps of the ordination ceremony emphasizing
role of priest as servant who must die to himse
order to carry out his role as shepherd.

A number of family members, includif
parents, were able to come to the ceremony
Vietnam. A good number of Vietnamese from
places where all four have ministered came ta
celebration also.

The long road to the priesthood 4
diaconate began for these men in Vietham W
they lived in community in a rented house un
the direction of a Domun Dei sisterMarie Lys.
They came to the United States for the
novitiate and the Novitiate. After the Novitie
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they lived in the Carmelite community in Viethgam

under the direction ofFr. Mario Esposito,
O.Carm. The three that were ordained to
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priesthood recently received their Masters
Divinity degree from the Washingto
Theological Union.

The themes of service and sacrifice w
central to Bishop Lagonegro’s homily, in whig
he challenged those who had been ordaine
continue the work of Jesus in the world by be
kind and compassionate to God’s people.
reminded them that they are ordained to minif
and bring God’s sacraments to the people.

Bishop Lagonegro said that they w
represent the Lord in a manner that enfleg
Christ in our lives by the sacraments they

celebrate, most especially the Eucharist, by t &

preaching and His teaching and by the exa
of their lives. In a particular way, the Lord w
be present among us and known to us by t
friendship with him.

In his remarks after communioRather
Michael Kissang the Prior Provincial of the S
Elias Province mentioned that this occasion \
a great day for the church and for the Order.
noted that it was about 15 years ago that the
Vietnamese men started living in community.
thanked the many people who worked with ¢
students in their years of formation.

Fr. Joseph Viet Dinh offered these persong
reflections on the ceremony

“I would say that the ordination ceremony was degp
moving to us newly ordained and our families. Tear
of gratitude and happiness were great. One of the
most touching moments for me was when the Bishg
and then the fellow priests laid their hands uporem

| felt closely connected to them in the Holy Spifdr a
common mission: to be the good news of Jesus Gh
to those we meet in our journey, especially in 3tig
ministries. My personal conviction of being a psieof
Jesus Christ is to try to make manifest the spaft
love and compassion that He himself did. We need
be ‘spiritual liberators’ to set people free from
negative fears by firmly introducing to them the
unfading and unending unconditional love of God fg
all.

=t

Five graduate from the

| Washington Theological Union

Five members of the St. Elias Provin
PI8rder of Carmelites, recently graduated from
'hNashington Theological Union. They werBro.
jJ@seph Viet Dinh, O.Carm., Bro. Joseph Die
nQinh, O.Carm., Bro. Joseph Trung Tran,
He.Carm., Bro. Hasely King, O.Carm.,and Bro.
btehristopher lannizzotto, O.Carm. They eacl
received their Master of Divinity degree in
graduation ceremony held at Trinity College
[IFriday, May 2, 2008.

hes

il The Master of Divinity program leads tg

ofessional degree that prepares students foraje
storal leadership responsibilities. In keepinth
“Catholic tradition, it provides a strong groundiimg
hagrious theological areas of study, but also deps
the skills and experiences essential for minist
leadership in a collaborative and multiculty

—

*seeking ordination as presbyters in the Ro
'&atholic Church.  This degree and the past
: |%ining each of them have received will serve t}
Tv%ll as they are assigned to various ministriesiw

e Province of St. Elias.
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church. As such, this degree is normative for ¢hos
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A bridge over the dam between two lakes on the@gnty

Middletown was recently re-installed. This will ther
enable pilgrims to meditatively walk around thedak

of the National Shrine of Our Lady of Mt. Carmellin

50th Anniversary of Ordination

Two Carmelites recently celebrated their 50th Aerdary
of Ordination which took place May 26, 195&r. Alfred
Isacsson, O.Carm.(pictured on left) celebrated a masq
Mt. Carmel Church in Middletown, NY. Fr. Romaeus
Cooney, O.Carm. (pictured on right) celebrated
anniversary mass at St. Joseph Parish in Troy, NY.

o

Pope Benedict XVI Visits New York

at

Pope Benedict XVI visited New York fror]
Friday, April 18 to Sunday, April 20, 2008.
number of Carmelites attended the varig
celebrations over the three days.

Tailoring his message to each group

States to resist the temptations and trends
modern society, and to maintain their traditio
values, defend human rights and reach out \
solidarity to all.

1

\
Vi

Athree hours on April 18th at the United Natig
usddressing the General

e

met, Pope Benedict urged the people of the Uruite%n

While in New York, Pope Benedict spg

Assembly and U
staffers separately and holding private meet
W
eral Assembly that fundamental human ri
nnot be applied piecemeal”and cannot b

nied or diminished because Odflifferent
Cultural, political, social and even religiou
'Hlitlooks."

On the morning of
Benedict celebrated a Papal
Patrick’s Cathedral in New York.

q

(.

Mass at

The Mass was attended by 3,000 prig
deacons, seminarians, and religious men
women from around the United States. There \
quite a few Carmelites in attendance at the (
bration.

The Holy Father arrived at 9:00 a.m. and
welcomed byHis Eminence Edward Cardinal

April 19th Pope

Nt
ns,
J.N.
ngs

ith the organization's top officials. He told the

jhts
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Egan. After entering the Cathedral, the Holy Father

prayed briefly before the Blessed Sacram

ent.
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The Mass began at 9:15 a.m.

Cardinal Egan offered words ¢

welcome and the Holy Father was greeted wilhae?1

very warm ovation by all who attended.

In his homily, the Holy Father asked G
to send a new Pentecost on the Church
America. He said the proclamation of life
abundance must be the heart of the
evangelization.

Pope Benedict processed down the ce
aisle of the Cathedral. At the end of mass,
processed down the two side aisles, so tha
who were in the Cathedral got close to hi
Some even were able to touch him!

Pope Benedict used the structure of

Cathedral to reflect on our vocations in the Bqd§

of Christ. The stained glass windows show tH
from the inside, we see the Church as she

intellectually converted and see things thro
the eyes of faith. He called for us to look
Christ in faith so that we may increase our u
d come to true spiritual renewal.

The Holy Father spoke of hg
JQ/ocations to the priesthood, diaconate

| Wnsecrated life are ordered to the Body
"Christ.  He affirmed us in our witness

D f

~

g

reT‘ﬁflelity to our ministry, reminding us of tH

importance of penance and reconciliation an
htg@rving those in need.

he On Saturday, April 19th Pof
i @Iénedict attended a boisterous rally with s
b5,000 young people on the grounds of the |
York archdiocesan seminary in Yonkers, N
thehe Youth Bands of St. Paul's RC Church
gBullville and Mt. Carmel Parish in Middletow
dboth Carmelite parishes) performed at the e
When the Pope arrived, he not only fueled

flooded with grace. It is hard for those on

hgouths' enthusiasm, he warned them of

outside to enter into this mystery and even thpg@ngers of thinking freedom could be divor
inside sometimes find it hard to see the lighfrom responsibilities and from the truth ab

However, we must have faith in God’s infini
power.

The harmonious structure of th
Cathedral shows the unity and purposefulnes
God’s creation. He said we must

dGod and human beings. Pope Benedict offef
personal reflection on his own youth
Germany, which he said wdsnarred by a

5 &1
De

swers."

The Pope also spoke about the dange|
individualism on April 18 in New York when I
presided over an ecumenical prayer service
said he was concerned that in a world marke
a greater sense of global unity and interdep

into individualism™ is seen in Christig
denominations just as it is in the world at laf
The Christian faith is not a matter of picking 4
choosing what to believe and what to disg
from the Scriptures and Christian tradition,
said.

Hours before he left on April 20, Po
Benedict celebrated an afternoon Mass in |
York's Yankee Stadium. Representatives f
each of the Carmelite parishes in
Archdiocese of New York were fortunate

Sinister regime that thought it had all the
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to attend the mass.

St. Simon Stock Parish in the Bron

parishioners. Although the weather was a
cold and damp, it did not dampen the spiritg
those who attended.

At the mass, the Pope sailln this
land of religious liberty, Catholics foung

also to participate fully in civic life, bringing

square and cooperating with their neighbol
in shaping a vibrant, democratic society.He
urged U.S. Catholics ttmove forward with
firm resolve to use wisely the blessings
freedom in order to build a future of hope fo
coming generations."

Repeatedly during his stay in Ne
York, the Holy Father made it clear that
believed the"genuinely religious spirit" of

the American people had not be
extinguished and could be strengther

. . Fittingly, Benedict XVI's last official words in
about a mile from the stadium sent man gy

%e U.S. weréGod Bless Americal!"

en
ed.

freedom not only to practice their faith, but

their deepest moral convictions to the publi¢

(n

—_—
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Fr. Francis Amodio, O.Carm. filled with joy at
the Papal Mass in St. Patrick’s Cathedral.

Review of “Jesus Today: A Spirituality of Radical Freeddm
by Albert Nolan, O.P. (Orbis Books, paperback, 2006

by Fr. Raymond Maher, O.Carm.

For eight hundred years Carmelites have dotagHive a life of allegiance to Jesus Christs
prescribed in Chapter 2 dfhe Rule of Saint Albert This commitment has been fleshed ouf in
various ways over the course of time, but the pryniacus on witnessing to tf
Good News has never shifted.
South Africa, producedJesus Before Christianity a brief but insightful stud
of Jesus as a historical person.
depicts what an authentic Christian life would Iddte in our contemporar
world. This is the stuff of contemplation for Caglites, as we strive to walk
the footsteps of Jesus in a largely secular enmigont.

Nolan asks his readers to look at four currenlities as “signs of th
times”: the hunger for spirituality, particularly iyoung people; the crisis

In 1976 Albert Nommominican friar from

In his most tewenk, “Jesus Today he

revolutionary.

individualism; the expanding gap between rich ambrpnations; and th
increasing openness of some modern scientistetoaincept of mystery. Thisl|i

a

e

how he understands “today.” Faced with the chalengnd opportunities that

our world offers, how does the disciple of Jesuspoad? Nolan delves in

(0]

Jesus’ spirituality (extrapolated from the Gospeds)d concludes that Jesus’ outlook was ingeed
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“Jesus’ sayings, especial
those that were collecte
into the Sermon on th
Mount, were subversive d
almost everything hig
contemporaries took fo
granted.” “The first will be
last and the last will be
first,” Jesus said (Marl
10:31). This assertion is &
unsettling today as it mus

| |have been two thousar
years ago. (To borrow
cruise ship metaphor, in the Reign of God
passengers in first class will find themselves
steerage while the scullery maids will enj
balconied staterooms!) Jesus turned the valug
his day upside down in order to turn the wo
right side up. Those who claim to live
allegiance to Him must do likewise, as prophe
witnesses to the dignity of human life, the inte
rity of creation, the importance of community, t
necessity of sharing and the vitality of the Spin
To a society hung up on “reality television,” t
followers of Jesus proclaim that theal world is
one rooted in God and drenched in grace.
Nolan sees Jesus’ earthly life as one

ywill often be hailed as “mystics.” It is even jak
dthat mysticism is a state of mind that “beging
b mist and ends in schism!” When Nolan sugg
f that a serious disciple of Jesus has to beco
“mystic,” he means that authentic believers
' see God at work all around them and take tir
silence and solitude to ponder what this me
Our 1995 Carmelite Constitutions hint at
same idea in urging us to cultivate a contem
stive stance “so that we may come to see all
t happens as if with the eyes of God” (Section ]
din a world where the cultural supports fof
A Christian lifestyle are rapidly passing away,
heeed to go deeper in order to embrace the My
iat the heart of our faith. Bona fide mystics k
Dytheir eyes wide-open to reality and their
spéinted firmly on holy ground. The faith
fl€Christian can do no less. In this regard, N¢
nquotes the twentieth century Jesuit theolo
tiKkarl Rahner, who said that “the Christian of
gfuture will be a mystic or will not exist at all
ndoubtless the same is to be said of the Carmg
itof the future.
ne Nolan offers some helpful advice on h
to cultivate a grateful heart, to develop a chiiel
trust in God (“beyond childishness”), and to let
inf our attachment to things and roles as well 4

which “prophecy and mysticism [formed] gnoutmoded ideas and practices. Those who g

inseparable whole.” A prophet is one who spe
the truth when others remain silent. Out
allegiance to Jesus, true disciples put th
reputation, at times their very lives, on the lioe
the sake of the Gospel. This type of courage

plare more likely to be at peace with themsel
ofvith others and with God. His final chapter

Ifleet

e
in
psts
me a
can
ein
ns.
is
pla-
that
8).

a
we
Stery
bep

ul
blan
jian
the

blites

pW

go
S to
0 so
ves,

on

ethe freedom to be found in following Jesuq
perhaps his best. He warns against the “fe

is
r of

ifiickedom” and “false freedom” as well as the

inner freedom can only be fueled by an intepsemptation to pursue freedom as an end in itself.

life of prayer. To claim that “my work is my

sifeeedom to do the Will of God.

prayer” is to be headed for burnout! Even Je
took time regularly to go aside and pray. S

Albert urges us in Chapter 10 of the Rule to “stay

inlesus was “stupefyingly free,” says Nolan.

in [our] own cell or nearby, pondering the Lord'ssought this same “stupefying freedom” in th
law day and night and keeping watch at [our]life of allegiance to Jesus Christ” of pray|
prayers unless attending to some other duty.fraternity and service. They came to cherish
Each day in the life of a Carmelite is to bewords of Jesus;You shall know the truth, and

continually rinsed in prayer. AccordinglBlessed

the truth will make you free”(John 8:32). S

Titus Brandsma, Dutch Carmelite martyr of th¢ deliberately out of sync with the values of
oprevailing culture, their way of life must have

Second World War, declared, “Prayer is life,

an oasis in the desert of life.” Along the saiéeen attractive to some, mystifying to others.

lines Nolan argues that “anyone who wishes
take Jesus seriously would have to becom
prophet and a mystic” —
aspiring disciple, but this Jesus whom we follg
was no short order Messiah!

tib has been for Carmelites in every generation,
b the Catholic novelist Flannery O’Connor of

vehall make you odd.”

The term “mystic” is widely abused in oyir Raymond Maher, O. Carm.

time. People who have their heads in the clo

Ld@/hitefriars Hall

The early hermits on Mount Carmel

In the final analysis, real human freedom| is
In this senkse,
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a tall order for theremarked, “You shall know the truth, and the tjuth




112

&,/ 0

Communication Corner

Important Dates

June 9, 2008 Simple Profession
National Shrine of Our Lady of Mt,
Carmel, Middletown, New York

June 16 - 20, 2008 Provincial
Chapter - Most Pure Heart of
Mary Province.

June 20 - 22, 2008 ¥Wocation
Retreat Harrison, New Jersey

July 19, 2008 Priestly Ordination
of Rev. Bro. Hasely King,
O.Carm. St. Michael's RC Church
Maracas Valley, Trinidad & Tobag

August 11, 2008 Padre Golf
Tournament, Middletown, NY.

August 21, 2008 ~St Albert’s
Alumni Golf Tournament,

Provincial Mission Statement

As Carmelites of the North American
Province of St. Elias, our primary mission

to follow Jesus Christ through prayer,
fraternity, and prophetic service and prese
in the spirit of Mary and Elijah.

Our chief means for fulfilling this Mission i
by our lives and our ministries.

Therefore, we need to develop and encou
a sense of contemplative service to all Gg
people, with special attention to the poor 4§
to developing lay participation in the Chur

This Mission will require: respect for the
Church’s expectations of all religious to H
D. sense of the Gospel, assessment of o\
resources especially financial and person

discernment of the viability of current
apostolates, evaluation of and decision

about established and discontinued
apostolates, Provincial and individual ong

the United States of America.

Oceanside, NY.

and those based either internationally or |
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Did You Know?

Fr. Alfred Isacsson, O.Carm.
had an article “Traces of
Clandestine Operations in th
records of the New Yor
Carmelites,” in The lIrish
Sword Vol 25, No. 102, 436
439. The article deals with t
raising of money and channeli
it to the various activities of th

Irish Freedom Movemer
including the supplying ¢
armaments.

Fr. Alfred Isacsson, O.Carm.
also was the guest speaker at
Town Of Wallkill Historical
Association on May 1, 200
He spoke on the topi¢The
Town of Wallkill needs morsg
recognition.”
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