
 On Saturday, August 25th, 2007,              
Bro. Dominic Dang Nguyen, O.Carm. of the St. 
Elias Province of Carmelites professed Solemn 
Vows in the Order of the Brothers of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel (Carmelites) in the 
chapel of the National Shrine of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel in Middletown, New York. 

Bro. Dominic Dang Nguyen, O.Carm. was 
born in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam.  While a pre-
Novitiate student in the Carmelite Formation 
program, he studied English  and then Philosophy at 
Seton Hall University in South Orange, New Jersey.  
He attended the Novitiate in Middletown and 
professed vows on June 16, 2003.  Since 2006 he has 
been living at St. Albert’s in Middletown, New 
York.   

Through the Solemn Profession of Vows, 
each Carmelite professes the three vows of poverty, 
chastity, and obedience, according to the Rule and 
Constitutions of the Order of the Brothers of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel for life. 

Fr. Michael Kissane, O.Carm., the Prior 
Provincial of the Carmelites of the St. Elias Province 
received Bro. Dominic’s vows, and in his Homily 
reminded him that he is called upon to reflect on the 
words of Jesus in the Gospel for the ceremony which 
were: “Remain in God’s love.”  He encouraged Bro. 
Dominic to remember that he is not left to his own 
resources in this undertaking. God will not leave him 
alone. God has promised to be with him to the end, 
and God’s Mother, Mary, Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel, will accompany him. 

Fr. Michael also reminded Bro. Dominic that 
God gives him a community of brothers to assist and 
sustain him as he lives out his life as a Carmelite. 
Finally, he reminded him that he is  to look to Mary 
and Elijah as guides in living the Carmelite life. 

Following the liturgy, a reception was held in 
the dining room of  the National Shrine of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel. 

The Solemn Profession of Vows is always an 
exciting moment in the life of any Province. It is 
even more exciting when the person professing vows 
is well known to the local community.  Bro. 
Dominic is assigned to the St. Albert’s Community 
and ministers as a caregiver for our senior 
Carmelites and at the National Shrine of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel. 
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Bro. Dominic Dang Hai Nguyen, O.Carm.                              
professes Solemn Vows 
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Bro. Dominic Dang Hai Nguyen, O.Carm.,            
pictured with Fr. Francis Amodio, O.Carm. and    

Fr. Michael Kissane, O.Carm. 
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So, it is a time of grace not only for 
the St. Elias Province and the Order, but 
also for the Church as Bro. Dominic       
professed Solemn Vows for life as a witness 
to and service for others.  

We congratulate and thank him for 
his commitment and dedication and look 
forward to sharing our Carmelite life with 
him. 

The music at the Liturgy was in both 
English and Vietnamese. Concelebrating the 
Mass were members of Bro. Dominic’s  
community:  

Rev. Vincent McDonald, O.Carm., 
Rev. Christopher Byrnes, O.Carm. and Rev. 
Jack Canning, O.Carm.  

Also concelebrating were the first two 
Carmelites from Vietnam who were recently 
ordained: Rev. Stephan Huy Tran, O.Carm. 
and Rev. Joseph Hung Tran, O.Carm.   Rev.  
Francis Amodio, O.Carm., his Prior, was the 
Master of Ceremonies.   

A video of the Profession ceremony 
can be viewed by going to the Provincial web-
site located at www.carmelites.com and       
following the video link.  



and Albertus Herwanto were elected as 
General Councilors for the European,       
American, African and Asian-Australian          
regions. Pope Benedict XVI sent a letter to the  
outgoing Prior General Fr. Joseph Chalmers 
on the occasion of the  Chapter. 

The new Prior General, Fr. Fernando 
Millán Romeral reached an absolute majority on 
the first ballot by obtaining an almost        
unanimous vote (70 of the possible 82  votes).  
After the vote, the President of the  Chapter,   
Fr. Falco Thuis asked him if he would accept, 
and he responded affirmatively. Fr. Fernando 
Millán then took the floor to thank the Lord, the 
Order, his Province and all those who had 
placed their confidence  in him.  He placed his 
service of the ministry as General under the  
protection of the Carmelite saints, which have a 
special meaning for him, such as the beatified 
Titus Brandsma, Hilario Januszewsky, and 
Father Bartolomé Xiberta.  

 
Fernando Millán, 45 years of age,  

graduated with a degree in Theology from the 
University of Comillas, Spain and obtained his 
Doctorate at the Gregorian University in Rome. 
He has been a professor in the Faculty of     
Theology at Comillas since 1995, where he has 
taught the subjects of Sacraments �� 
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 The General Chapter of the Carmelite 
Order was held in Sassone, Italy  between 4 
and 22 September 2007.  95 members of the 
Carmelite Order gathered for the celebration of 
the Order's 2007 General Chapter, with  the 
theme “In Obsequio Jesu Christi: Praying 
and Prophetic Community in  a Changing 
World.”  This theme focused on responding to 
the questions and challenges that the world in 
constant change poses for Carmel. 

Attending from the St. Elias Province 
were: Fr. Michael Kissane, Prior Provincial; 
Fr. Lucian Beltzner, 1st Delegate  and        
Fr. Mario Esposito, 2nd Delegate.  A number 
of guests  from the St. Elias Province were also 
invited.  They  included: Fr. Joseph Hung 
Tran (Vietnam), Fr. Gerard Tang Choon 
(Trinidad), Fr. Emiel  Abalahin (Liturgy 
Committee) and Rose Mary Lancellotti (Lay 
Carmelite Representative) 

 The General Chapter elected the new 
leadership for the Order. Fr.  Fernando 
Millán Romeral  was elected Prior General, 
while Fr. Christian Körner  was chosen Vice 
Prior General. Fr. Josef Jancár and Fr. Kevin 
Alban were elected Procurator General and 
Bursar General respectively. Friars  John 
Keating, Raul Maravi, Desiré Unen,  
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of Theology, as well as other specialized 
courses.  He is also a member of the            
Institutum Carmelitanum and formation      
advisor for his religious Province.  He has 
written the book "Penance today, keys for a 
renewal" and numerous articles in specialized 
journals 

The General Chapter celebrated the 
800th anniversary of the reception of the   
Carmelite Rule. Members from the various 
branches of the Order took part. in this      
celebration, which took place in the Church of 
Santa Maria in Traspontina, Rome,  

 
Pope Benedict XVI wrote a message to 

the attendees of the General Chapter.          
Referring to the text of the Rule, the Holy   
Father said it was this that inspired the Latin 
hermits who set up residence 'near the spring 
on Mount Carmel.' He went on to say that the 
approval was the "first recognition by the 
Church of this group of men, who left every-
thing to live in reverence of Jesus Christ,   
imitating the sublime examples of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and the prophet Elijah.” 

 
  Benedict XVI referred to his first  

encyclical, "Deus Caritas Est," and said that 
"being Christian is not the result of an ethical 
choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with  

 

an event, a person, which  gives life a new  
horizon and a decisive direction." 

"If this is true for the Christian, how 
much more must the Carmelite feel this call, 
whose vocation is the journey up the mountain 
of perfection," he added. 

 
  The Pope commented on the theme of 

the general chapter: "'In Obsequio Jesu 
Christi': A Prayerful and Prophetic        
Community in a Changing World." He said 
the theme "well highlights the particular  
manner in which the Carmelite Order seeks to 
respond to God's love,  through a life infused 
with prayer, fraternity and the prophetic  
spirit."…..."With their eyes fixed on Christ 
and trusting in the help of the  saints who   
during the last eight centuries have incarnated 
the  dictates of the Rule of Carmel, each  
member of the Order of Brothers of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel feels 
called to be a  credible witness of the spiritual 
dimension of every human being," Benedict 
XVI said. 

 
  “The Lay faithful, the Pope added, 

can find in Carmelite communities  authentic 
'schools' of prayer, where the meeting with 
Christ is expressed not just in imploring help 
but also in thanksgiving, praise, adoration, 
contemplation, listening and ardent devotion, 
until the heart truly 'falls in love.'" 

 
  The Carmelite Order dates from the 

late 12th century with a group of hermits    
living on Mount Carmel "near the font of 
Elijah." Today, members live in 42 countries 
and number approximately 2,000 priests and 
brothers divided into 23 Provinces, over 800 
cloistered nuns in 78   
monasteries, thousands of 
Lay Carmelites of the 
Third Order, co-fraternities 
and new movements      
distributed all around the 
world. 
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Pictured above are those elected to the General Cou ncil of the Order of Carmelites at the General Chap ter held from 
September 4—22, 2007 in Sassone, Italy.  From the l eft they are: John Keating, General Councilor for E urope;     

Albertus Herwanta, General Councilor for Asia, Aust ralia and Oceana; Christian Körner, Vice General; F ernando 
Millán Romeral, Prior General;  Josef Jancár, Procu rator General; Desiré Unen Alimange, General Counci lor for  

Africa; Kevin Alban, Bursar General and Raul Maravi , General  Councilor for the Americas.   

Michael Kissane, O.Carm., the Provincial of the Car melites was 
present on Sunday, August 26, 2007 to receive new s tudents into 
the pre-Novitiate program at St. Eliseus Priory in Harrison, New 

Jersey.  The Community is pictured above.   
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The following article appeared in the September 9th edition 
of the “Catholic News” the Archdiocesan newspaper for 
the Archdiocese of Port of Spain, Trinidad.  It was written 
by Hilary-Ann Browne


 On Sunday, August 12, St. Mary’s RC 
Church, Mucurapo celebrated its Patronal Feast, Our 
Lady of the Assumption, with Holy Mass. The 
celebrant was our dearly beloved former parish priest, 
Fr. Gerard Tang Choon O.Carm., who graced us 
with his usual warmth and stirring Homily, just like 
old times. 
�
 Immediately following Holy Mass, there was 
a procession along the Western Main Road to the St. 
James Amphitheatre. This was done to the strain of 
Marian hymns done very beautifully by members of 
the Senior Choir.  
�
 At the Amphitheatre Fr. Tang Choon said the 
invocation and Denise Aleong Thomas, Councillor of 
the Port of Spain City Council officially opened the 
day’s proceedings. Following the official opening the 
stalls were blessed. 
�

  
 Toute Bagai is French Patois for “a little bit 
of everything” and this is exactly what we had - a 
little bit of tassa and pan by well-known Tripolians 
Steel Orchestra and Tassa Group, Hoopla, Darts, 
Pick-a-Card, Punch Board, Anything Goes. There 
were also video games, a dunking machine, a 
beautiful plant stall, and attractions for the children 
like Face Painting and Pick-a-lollipop.  

�
 There was also a fashion show with models 
displaying clothes from Radical Designs. Overcast 
skies did not daunt us nor did the heavy downpour 
dampen our spirits. As soon as it was over it was 
business as usual with a steady stream of people 
coming to enjoy what turned out to be a wonderful, 
fun-filled day. 
�
 The early part of the day was good but the 
evening was awesome. The main event was a “Miss 
Toute Bagai Queen” competition.  
�
 The competition, the first of its kind, saw a 
bevy of ten beautiful, intelligent, young women vie 
for the title, and attractive prizes which included a 
trip to New York. Shortly after 7.00 p.m. this 
segment got underway with a delightful rendition of 
our National Anthem by Brendon Creed.  
�
 Presenters for the evening were Michelle 
Khan, former Miss World contestant and popular 
radio personality, Sandra Maharaj.  
�
 In true pageant style the contestants appeared 
on stage and tickled our fancies with a sensuous Latin 
dance, which they had choreographed 
themselves. The girls then made an appearance on 
stage in cocktail wear, elegant magenta offerings. 
�
 The audience was captivated by their poise, 
charm and elegance, all the result of weeks of hard 
work and training. During the intermission there was 
entertainment from numerous persons, including 
Rising Star hopeful Shaheed Ali, Duane O’Connor, 
the St. James Tripolians and Sheldon Reid who also 
serenaded the contestants later on in the pageant.  
 
 The second half began with the girls 
appearing in their evening gowns. The exquisite 
gowns were all designed and made by Jagdeo 
Rampersad and were sponsored by “Daisy 
Exclusive,” their shoes were from “Kris ‘n Tony” and 
“Flowers 137” sponsored their jewellery.  
 

As with any show of this kind there were 
audience favourites as evidenced by the pockets of 
applause and loud cheering.  

    At the end of it all three beauties were 
chosen, second runner up, Martina Rodriguez, first 
runner up, Panesa Parag and Anika Alleng, a 
definite crowd pleaser, emerged the winner to 
become “Miss Toute Bagai.” 




St Mary's Mucurapo Patronal Feast

Toute Bagai III 



 Fr. Alfred Isacsson, O.Carm., the         
Provincial Archivist recently published an article in 
the Summer 2007 issue of The Irish Sword entitled 
“Tying up Some Loose Ends of the East Side       
Seizure.”  The Irish Sword is a Journal of the    
Military History Society of Ireland.  The article deals 
with Thompson submachine guns, some of which 
were packaged and stored at the East 28th Street  
Carmelite Priory. 

……….. 

 A prayer/meditation garden was recently 
completed at Our Lady of the Assumption mission 
church in Bloomingburg, NY.  Fr. Raymond       
Bagdonis, O.Carm. and the project were featured in 
the Sullivan County Democrat as part of the Hudson 
Valley Renaissance celebration. 

………... 

 An evening Memorial Service took place at 
St. Jude Church in Boca Raton on September 11th  
commemorating the sixth anniversary of the        
September 11th attacks. Fr. Richard Champigny, 
O.Carm. helped plan the ceremony and gave the 
reflection. 

……….. 

 On April 13, 2007 a ceremony took place at 
St Teresa’s Motherhouse of the Carmelite Sisters for 
the Aged and Infirm in Germantown, New York.  
The ceremony marked the closing of the diocesan 
phase for the beatification and canonization of 
Mother Mary Angeline McCory, O.Carm. the    
foundress of the Carmelite Sisters.  A number of 
Carmelites from the St. Elias Province including     

Fr. Mario Esposito, O.Carm., who has worked on 
the cause were present. 

 ……….. 

 Fr. John Horan, O.Carm. is busy each 
weekend doing mission appeals for Cross Interna-
tional, an international relief ministry that raises 
funds for missions that serve the poorest of the poor.   

……….. 

 Fr. Michael Kissane, O.Carm. was in India 
from October 8—15.  While there he attended the 
25th Anniversary Celebration of the arrival of the 
first Carmelites to India.  The   Carmelite mission in 
India recently became a Province and is now known 
as the Province of St. Thomas.   
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Prizes were also given for Miss Amity, which was 
won by the second runner up, Martina Rodriguez 
and Miss Photogenic, won by Nikesha Quamina.  
�
 Hearty congratulations to the winner and 
all the other contestants – winners in their own 
right. We love you all and wish you all success in 
your chosen career paths. 
�
 To all the organisers, the Pastoral Council 
says heartiest congratulations and heartfelt thanks 
for a job so very well done. May God bless you and     

Carmelites in the News 

Liturgy celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the     
founding of the mission in India.                                             

The liturgy was done according to the                  
Syro-Malabar Rite.   
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Please Pray For: 

· Fr. Brocard Connors, O.Carm. 

· Fr. Robert Tracy, O.Carm. 

 

Important Dates: 

· November 10, 2007—Carmelite 
All Souls Celebration, National 
Shrine of OLMC, Middletown, NY 

· December 14, 2007—Ordination 
of Stephan Tuu Le, National 
Shrine of OLMC, Middletown, NY 

 

 

 

 

Provincial Mission Statement 

As Carmelites of the North American 
Province of St. Elias, our primary mission is 

to follow Jesus Christ through prayer, 
fraternity, and prophetic service and presence 

in the spirit of Mary and Elijah. 

Our chief means for fulfilling this Mission is 
by our lives and our ministries. 

Therefore, we need to develop and encourage 
a sense of contemplative service to all God’s 
people, with special attention to the poor and 
to developing lay participation in the Church. 

This Mission will require: respect for the 
Church’s expectations of all religious to Her 

sense of the Gospel, assessment of our 
resources especially financial and personnel, 

discernment of the viability of current 
apostolates, evaluation of and decisions about 

established and discontinued apostolates, 
Provincial and individual ones, and those 

based either internationally or in the United 
States of America.   
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