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Preface 

     The Carmelite, Ernest Larkin, is wont to explain the charism of a Carmelite in the simple 

words, ña peopleôs priest.ò In this expression is found much of the basis for the relationship 

between the Carmelites and the Irish people.  The Carmelite Irish province, the three provinces 

and the one commissary province they have founded, have enjoyed a wonderful relationship with 

the people they have served and continue to serve. 

      Falco Thuis, a Netherlander,   was the prior general of the Carmelite Order, 1971-83.  It was 

a time when the remnants of colonialism were dying and the Third World was emerging.  Since 

his own country had colonies, he was well aware of this situation.  Falco Thuis often used the 

onetime Carmelite residence in Maspeth, Queens, as his entry and departure points in his many 

visits to the United States.  During these years, I was working there on the history of the New 

York Carmelites and used to speak to him about this project and give him some of the work in 

progress to read.  Since the Carmelites in foreign lands in those days were involved with newly 

freed Third World people, Falco was intrigued by the New York Carmelitesô association with the 

Irish Freedom Movement and its goal of being freed of English domination.  Referring to the 

New York and the Irish Carmelites, he was accustomed to say with some pride that this was 

another instance of the Carmelites always being involved on the side of oppressed people.   

     Our purpose is to tell only this New York Carmelitesô story  and only this account in as 

scientific a manner as possible.  We want to show the basis for the strong affection of the Irish 

for Carmelites.  This intent precludes dealing with aspects of the Irish Freedom Movement that 

did not take place in New York or did not involve the Carmelites.  

     The Carmelites were involved in the supplying of arms.  They acted as messengers between 

rebellious elements in Ireland and the United States.  Their priories were safe house for men on 

the run and they generally ignored the excommunication and other ecclesiastical penalties placed 

on rebellious factions by the Irish bishops.  I hope to show that the Carmelites were responsible 

in Ireland, Rome and the United States for the reinforcement of Irish culture and the growth of a 

revolutionary philosophy.   

      My start in this research began in Tarrytown, NY.  In 1991, a parishioner of Transfiguration 

Parish named James Cunningham died.  He was buried from that Tarrytown Church with his 

wife, daughter and two sons present with their families and many friends. As a young man in 

Ireland, he was involved in what he referred to as ñthe troubles.ò  When he came to the United 

States, he settled in Elmsford, a village some two or three miles from Tarrytown.  He enrolled in 

the Carmelitesô Transfiguration parish and faithfully attended Mass there each Sunday despite 

the travel that was involved.  He also closely associated with the Carmelites at Knollwood 

Country Club.  When asked for an explanation of this, Jim used to reply that the Carmelites were 

present when we needed them, ñthey were always there.ò  He was, of course, referring to the 
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time when he was ñon the runò during the troubled years of Ireland. I was intrigued by Jim 

Cunninghamôs devotion to the Carmelites and sought an explanation of this.   

      In The Irish Carmelites (Dublin, 1988), Peter OôDwyer related that the Carmelites at 

Terenure College, Dublin, hid Michael Collins when he was on the run.  This tradition of a 

refuge and a safe house existed at the New York Carmelitesô Priory of Our Lady of the Scapular 

located then on 29th Street just west of First Avenue. So many Republicans were sheltered there 

that many years later when the Jesuit, Daniel Berrigan, was on the run, the FBI had an agent 

observing the priory.  Perhaps unrealized by the FBI, the agent was a former Carmelite 

seminarian. 

     When the Irish bishops supported the Free State by excommunicating and denying the 

sacraments to those who opposed it, the Carmelites and some other religious orders disregarded 

these restrictions.  The Republicans came to the Carmelitesô Whitefriars Street Church, Terenure 

College and New Yorkôs Our Lady of the Scapular to receive the sacraments.   

      When we speak throughout this book of the Carmelites being of a certain political stance, we 

usually are referring to the superiors whose function it was in those days of authority to be the 

spokesperson for the entire community.  Those not in positions of authority did not have this 

opportunity and may not have agreed with what was presented as the  Carmelite position.   In 

most instances, the Carmelites backed the most liberal position and the one, they believed, the 

most conducive to the total independence of Ireland. When Ireland was totally under the crown, 

the Carmelites were anti-royalist; in the treaty era, the Carmelites were anti-treaty; later, they 

were not for simply a representative government but a republic.  When finally there was a free 

state, the Carmelites supported the union of the six northern counties with the south, one united 

Ireland.   

      The public activities of the Carmelites working with the Friends of Irish Freedom and the 

American Association for the Recognition of the Irish Republic were having Masses at their 

church to mark Irish occasions of joy and sorrow, speaking to Irish groups throughout New York 

City and making their hall an Irish center by the generous policy of allowing Irish groups to use 

it.  There were many Irish groups in New York City at that time and each seems to have had a 

stated purpose but they were all devoted in some measure to Irish freedom.  This was accented in 

their dealings with the Carmelites. 

      There are also secret activities in that Peter Elias Magennis,  the leader both by his position 

of authority and his activities,  was a member of the Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB) in 

Ireland and the Clan na Gael in the United States.  I feel that Denis OôConnor became a member 

of the IRB in 1916 when he was in Ireland for a provincial chapter.  The Carmelites secretly 

supported the Republican side by money, arms, hospitality, a safe house and guidance.  The 

leaders they associated with in the open part of their participation were many times the same 

people as those in the secret part.  The Carmelites and their associates led two lives. 
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         The involvement of the New York Carmelites in the Irish Freedom Movement was not 

generally known among the Carmelites in Ireland except for those who participated in it when 

they were in New York.  For the Carmelites in Ireland not to know was part of the operation.  

Secrecy was an essential part of the movement. When I expressed this opinion to Carmelites in 

Ireland in 2001, one Carmelite remarked, ñWe donôt even know now.ò 

     Thanks are due to the Irish American Cultural Institute of Morristown, NJ, for their generous 

grant that covered research expenses.  The same thanks are due to a generous benefactor for a 

grant of funds to cover research and publication. 

     Seamus Helferty, Archivist at University College, Dublin, and his staff were courteous and 

helpful in my two visits there.  This is a goldmine of information and I was fortunate that the 

Eamon De Valera were available for my use.  Without them, this work would be very 

incomplete. 

     The National Library of Ireland was a good source of material especially in the Joseph 

McGarrity papers.  Thanks are due this institution. 

     At the Military Archives at the Cathal Brugha Barracks, Commendant Laing was most 

helpful.   

     The Main Branch of the New York Public Library was an unequaled trove of material.  At the 

National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) in both Washington and New York the 

staff directed me infallibly to what I sought.  The American Irish Historical Society had some 

material.  I availed myself of the facilities at the Thrall Library of Middletown, NY, to read 

microfilms.  The Irish College,  Rome, Italy and Father Albert McDonnell made the Hagen 

Papers available for my use.  Marcel Chappin, SJ, the archivist at the Archives of the 

Congregation for Extraordinary Eccclesiastical Affairs was helpful in locating material.  Father 

Donal OôCallaghan and William Carr provided some ease to me by their research.  To all of 

them, thanks for their assistance and cooperation that made this book possible. 

     Fortunate for me, there are Carmelite houses in the places where I had to do research.  To 

Emmet Gavin at Whitefriars Hall, Washington, DC; to Frank OôGara and the Carmelites of 

Whitefriars Street, Dublin; to Joseph Chalmers and Matthias Des Lauriers in Rome; thanks are 

due for their hospitality. 

    Gratitude is due Robert Tracy, who many times at Transfiguration, Tarrytown, NY, had to 

listen to much of this book in verbal form while he was trying to have a pre-prandial libation.       

Over the years, I have corresponded and exchanged information with Brian Murphy, OSB, of 

Glenstal Abbey, Murroe, Ireland.  Though the first solid evidence of Carmelite involvement in 

the arms trade came to me through Niall Brannigan, I owe Father Murphy much gratitude for his 

assistance and direction. 
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     Thanks are due to following who read portions of the manuscript: John Patrick Collins, Bruce 

Kupelnick, Sean Reid, O. Carm., William Cobert, Steven Kennedy, Albert Daly, O. Carm. and 

Linda Dowling Almeida.  They were very helpful but I am responsible for this final form.  Kevin 

Shanley, O. Carm., assisted in the publication. 

      Abraham Lincoln inscribed in the wedding ring he gave his wife, Mary Todd, the words 

ñLove Is Eternal.ò  This describes, too, the love of the Irish and the Carmelites.  My narration of 

this love and its basis is to all of us an expression of gratitude and a prayer for its continuance.  

 

Alfred Isacsson, O. Carm. 

Mt. Carmel Priory 

Middletown, NY  
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Chapter 1 

The OôCallaghan Papers 

     When he was residing at Whitefriars Hall, Washington, DC, and studying theology at 

Catholic University (1940-44), Donal OôCallaghan was working on a degree in Church History. 

OôCallaghan planned to write for his thesis the involvement of the New York Carmelites in the 

Irish Freedom Movement.  During his summers, he did research at depositories in New York 

City.  The results of his research are about eleven inches of 3" X 5" index cards and dozens of 

large sized papers filled with the material he had gathered.  He also corresponded with those then 

still living who had been associated with the Carmelites and their work among the Irish.  All of 

this was available to me and using his work moved me to try to finish what he had begun. 

    In OôCallaghanôs time, there were still in the New York Province of Carmelites a number of 

priests who were born, reared and educated in Ireland.  In an attempt to secure oral history from 

them, he prepared lists of questions to ask of these older priests.  There still exists a number of 

these lists, some handwritten and some typed.  There are also records of answers.  We are sure of 

the name of only one respondent, Hugh D. Devlin.  There were others and I suspect they were 

Christopher Slattery, Lawrence D. Flanagan, William S. Bradley and possibly Celestine G. 

Fitzpatrick.        

       What follows now is material preserved by OôCallaghan and currently in the archives of the 

Carmelites of the New York Province. It was material gathered from the Carmelites he 

interviewed and represents their positions on certain issues.  It tells us that Peter Elias Magennis 

belonged to the Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB) and the Clan na Gael.  He and Christopher 

Slattery carried messages to and from Ireland for the Movement and Devlin in 1921 carried a 

message he delivered personally to Liam Mellows.   

        The resignation of Elias Magennis from the presidency of the Friends of Irish Freedom was 

not so much as being required because he was elected Prior General of the Carmelite Order but 

because the pro De Valera American Association for the Recognition of the Irish Republic had 

been founded. He resigned only when a new organization existed to replace the one shanghaied 

by the anti-De Valera forces.   

     When Eamon De Valera came to New York after he escaped from Lincoln Prison, he came to 

the Carmelite priory to spend the night before his first public appearance.  Hugh Devlin added 

the information that John Devoy and Daniel Cohalan both came to the 29th Street Priory to see 

De Valera before he made his first public appearance at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel.
1
   These two 

                                                           
1
 bǳƴŀƴ ǘƻ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴΣ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ bƻǾ мтΣ мфпоΣ !b¸tΦ 
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later returned and accompanied by Dermot Lynch, Dick Dalton and Charles Rice brought De 

Valera to this first appearance in the United States.   

  

     Besides De Valera, those staying at the Carmelite priory or closely associated with the 

Carmelites were Liam Pedlar, Harry Boland, Sean Nunan, Liam Mellows, Pat Fleming, Mary 

and Mrs. MacSwiney, Lord Mayor Donal OôCallaghan and T. P. OôConnor.  It is interesting that 

the first four names in this list are persons usually named as involved in the procurement and 

shipment of arms to Ireland.   

     ñGriffith, Collins and OôConnor used Priory as a place where leaders could be found and 

messages delivered.ò  This is a quote from these records. 

     OôCallaghan placed a letter in the Irish Echo (August 28, 1943)  asking for information about 

Peter Elias Magennis, Denis OôConnor and the Carmelitesô role in the Irish Freedom Movement. 

It seems this did not produce any new material. 

     He  also wrote to those associated with the Carmelites and obtained their recollections of the 

Carmelitesô activities. In 1941, Robert Brennan, the Envoy and Minister Plenipotentiary of the 

Irish Legation in Washington, attributed the reorganization of the Movement after 1916 in a 

great part to Peter Elias Magennis.  He pointed out Denis Berchmans Devlin of Whitefriars 

Street, Dublin, as one of the greatest supporters and the confidant and friend of every leader from 

1916 on.  Brennan also told of how Terenure College, Dublin, was at one time or another a 

shelter for most of the leaders.
2
   Thomas Hurton, a Philadelphia priest active in the Movement, 

replied that the 28th Street church and ñrectoryò were the soul of the post 1916 Movement.
3
   

      Seamus MacDermott, brother of Sean executed after the 1916 Rising, answered 

OôCallaghanôs request by stating the Peter Elias Magennis was a member of the Geraldines Club 

of New York City.  He recalled that he joined in 1917 or 1918 and was a member for three or 

four years.
4
   Dorothy Godfrey answered with praise for Magennis and OôConnor and recalled 

how Mrs. Skeffington went to Fifth Avenue - possibly the American Irish Historical Society - 

when Liam Mellows was executed.  She felt frozen out and then went to the Carmelite priory 

where Denis OôConnor served her tea and had a long chat. 
5
 

      Connie Neenan, long active in the Movement, told of Magennis returning to the United 

States from Rome in the 1928-30 period and bringing from Ireland messages for himself and 

                                                           
2
 .ǊŜƴƴŀƴ ǘƻ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴΣ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ aŀǊΦ нпΣ мфпмΣ !b¸tΦ 

 
3
 IǳǊǘƻƴ ǘƻ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴΣ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀΣ 5ŜŎ мтΣ мфпмΣ !b¸tΦ 

 
4
 aŀŎ5ŜǊƳƻǘǘ ǘƻ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴΣ b¸Σ hŎǘ мсΣ 1943, ANYP. 

 
5
 Godfrey to Flanagan, NY, Oct 18, 1943, ANYP 



8 
 

Joseph McGarrity.  Neenan received the messages in the Bronx - probably at Saint Simon Stock 

Priory - and delivered them to McGarrity.  Neenan also cautioned OôCallaghan that the work of 

the Clan na Gael and of ñthe people at homeò was never put on paper and that this was a strict 

policy.
6
    

      Sean Nunan, then Counselor to the Irish Legation in Washington, wrote of his stay in the 

United States from January, 1919 to December, 1921 when he was secretary to Eamon De 

Valera and the Registrar of the Irish Republic Bond Drive.  He said all involved in the 

Movement were welcome at the Carmelite priory which was also a center where they could get 

in touch with colleagues and it was a kind of post office where messages could be left and 

received.  He cited himself as an example of their hospitality.  When he jumped ship in New 

York to join Harry Boland, Nunan went to the priory and slept there that night.  After naming the 

individual Carmelites, he wrote they always had the door ñon the latch.ò  Plans for the Bond 

Drive and the American Association for the Recognition of the Irish Republic were made at the 

priory.  Methods for combating the Black and Tans were put into operation from the priory.
7
  

     Another person Donal OôCallaghan contacted was Norman Thomas, the perennial Socialist 

Partyôs presidential candidate.  He saw the Black and Tans as inviting war with Great Britain and 

called them a reproach to our common humanity.  He said he spoke in this manner at meetings 

Magennis presided over and at other gatherings that Magennis was present at.  Thomas called his 

brief acquaintance with Magennis ñone of the delightful memories of my life.ò  He went on to 

write, ñI conceived for him the highest admiration as a man, a Priest and an advocate of a good 

cause.  He had courage, humor, devotion and power.ò
8
  

     We have put together here in one place the oral and written traditions gathered by Donal 

OôCallaghan to show the importance of his efforts to preserve the record of the Carmelitesô 

involvement with the Irish Freedom Movement.  Without his work, we would be at a loss not 

only of much of the information we have but also for the many leads to other material that his 

work has furnished.   

      The Clan na Gael was founded on Hester Street, New York City, on June 20, 1867 by Jerome 

J. Collins who was originally from Dunmanway, County Cork.  Collins had planned to free 

Fenian prisoners in London but when his plans became known he fled to the United States.  

Shortly after he founded the Clan, Collins went on an Arctic expedition in which he perished.  In 

the period from the late 1880's to the turn of the century, the Clan had problems.  John Devoy 

solved them, reunited the Clan and reestablished relationship with the Irish Republican 

                                                           
6
 bŜŜƴŀƴ ǘƻ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴΣ b¸Σ hŎǘ нлΣ bƻǾ нпΣ мфпоΣ !b¸t 

 
7
 bǳƴŀƴ ǘƻ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴΣ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ bƻǾ мтΣ мфпоΣ !b¸tΤ bǳƴŀƴΣ {ŜŀƴΣ άtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 5Ŝ ±ŀƭŜǊŀΩǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

United States of America, 1919-2лΣέ Capuchin Annual 37 (1970) 239. 
 
8
 ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ǘƻ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴΣ b¸Σ bƻǾ мфΣ мфпоΣ !b¸tΦ 
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Brotherhood by means of a seven man Joint Revolutionary Directory.
9
   The Clan was from then 

a secret organization financed by the Supreme Council of the IRB.  By 1916, the Clan had come 

to the position that the independence of Ireland could only be secured by force.  This is the same 

position that Elias Magennis came to and explains why Donald OôCallaghan was so interested in 

Magennisô membership in both the Clan and the IRB.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                           
9
 hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ Henry George and the New Political Forces, Unpublished Thesis, Columbia University, 214. 
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Chapter 2 

Dramatis Personae 

 

     When we speak of Carmelite involvement in the Irish Freedom Movement, we are referring to 

the Carmelite houses that became in 1931 the New York Province of Saint Elias and mainly to 

the superiors.  In those days, there was an authority structure that was inviolate.  Elevation by 

election or appointment to the position of superior made one newsworthy and quotable.  A 

certain amount of prestige came with the office and this added to the attractiveness and 

credibility of the superiors as speakers.  They, too, were the schedule makers and could make 

themselves available for speaking engagements.   

     It is not until the early 1930's that the first native vocations in the province were ordained 

priests.  Generally speaking, the majority of priests came from Ireland until the start of World 

War II.  Besides the Carmelites that were not Irish born,  a few of the Irish born were not in 

support of the Irish Freedom Movement.  One such was Edward Southwell, who came from 

Kildare.  He was not supportive probably because the presence of British troops at the Curragh 

Camp near his home influenced his political persuasion.  Another factor may have been the fact 

that Southwellôs family operated a grocery store in Kildare that surely relied on at least some 

British patronage.  

     Subjects had little or no outlet for their opinion or positions on issues.  There are hints of 

disagreement between superiors and subjects on various issues but because of the authority 

invested in them, the superiorsô positions on Irish issues were taken as the Carmelite positions. 

     The greatest time of Irish activity in the Carmelite parish of Our Lady of the Scapular at 28th 

Street and First Avenue was from 1916 to 1924.  During this period Denis OôConnor, Gerard 

OôFarrell, Christopher Slattery, Lawrence D. Flanagan, Hugh Devlin and Dominic Hastings were 

in the main the Carmelites stationed in the parish and also serving Bellevue Hospital. 

     Wolf Tone and Daniel OôConnell were the parents of the two strains of Irish nationalism that 

survived to this period.  OôConnell sought to achieve independence through parliamentary 

procedures, elections and alliances.  Tone sought to achieve separation from England by the 

force of arms.  The Carmelitesô nationalism was that of Tone embracing the use of force.   

     Though many Carmelites were involved in the Irish Freedom Movement, there are some 

whose importance demands the presentation of some background material.  
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    Gerard William OôFarrell was born in Dublin, April 1, 1885.  Educated at the National 

University when it was a center of Irish nationalism, he was ordained June 6, 1914.  After a year 

in Dublin, he came to the 28th Street parish in 1915 and specialized in conducting parish 

missions.  On a number of occasions, he expressed his regret at not being able, because of his 

priestly duties, to contribute more to the cause of Irish freedom.  Irish literature was his specialty 

and he often lectured on Irish literary figures.   

     OôFarrell carefully studied Padraic Pearse and from a series of lectures on him published An 

Appreciation of Padraic H. Pearse, first President of the Irish Republic.   He dedicated the 

publication to Peter Elias Magennis with the inscription, ñAs a token of a life-long esteem and as 

an appreciation of his untiring efforts in the cause of Ireland, this essay is affectionately 

dedicated.ò  OôFarrell also expressed thanks to Liam Mellows for suggestions and the reading of 

the proofs.
10

    

     When the Carmelites opened the new parish of St. Simon Stock in the Bronx in 1919, Gerard 

OôFarrell became the first pastor.  In the five years he served in this capacity, he built a church, 

priory and school.  In 1924, he succeeded Denis OôConnor as the major superior, Commissary 

General, of the five foundations that would become a province in the Carmelite Order in 1931.   

     In early 1926, Gerard OôFarrell began to experience problems with his kidneys apparently 

from their cessation of operation due to stones.  After postponing any treatment until after the 

dedication of the St. Simon Stock facilities by Patrick Cardinal Hayes, OôFarrell entered St. 

Vincentôs Hospital for an operation.  After the surgery, he died June 15, 1926 from either 

septicemia or the failure of the operation to correct the kidneysô malfunction.  

       Denis Finbar OôConnor was born December 16, 1871 in Wexford and raised in Kinsale.  

One version for the familyôs move would have his father working for a railroad and transferred 

to Kinsale to be the station master.  Another would have him employed by the lighthouse 

services and transferred to the light at Kinsale.  Ordained September 24, 1895, OôConnor was in 

Australia  at Gawler with Peter Elias    Magennis for five   years  (1896-1901) before coming to 

Our Lady of the Scapular, Manhattan for the period, 1901-1908.  He was at Transfiguration, 

Tarrytown, 1909-1916 where he had been made prior and pastor at the Irish Provincial Chapter 

of 1909.   That year of the Rising (1916) was one of an Irish Provincial Chapter at which 

OôConnor was a representative. The chapter returned him to Our Lady of the Scapular this time 

as prior.  He remained there until his death in 1924 at a time when he had been the major 

superior, Commissary General, of the Carmelites for the past two years.  He died of pneumonia 

contracted while speaking in the rain at an open air rally in Jersey City.
11

  

                                                           
10

 (New York, C. F. Connolly, 1919) The only copy so far found is in the Main Branch of the New York Public Library. 
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     When he was in Tarrytown, Denis OôConnor showed some of the determination that would be 

a characteristic of his support for Irish independence.  He was a fourth degree Knight of 

Columbus and the chaplain of the Tarrytown council. He proudly considered them Catholic, 

American and Irish.  When he deemed them by their actions not true to the Irish cause, he 

ostracized the council and they affiliated themselves to another church much to OôConnorôs 

satisfaction.   

      The period he spent in Ireland in 1916 were his holidays as well as the Provincial Chapter.  It 

was also the period after the Rising and the cruel suppression following it.  Something happened 

to OôConnor while there because he returned to the United States and his assignment at Our 

Lady of the Scapular a different man.  He made his parish the Irish church of New York and used 

its facilities for the promotion of Irish causes.   

      The 1916 Rising was followed in Ireland by cruel English repression. Property damage from 

the fighting, the shortage of food and the consequent depression of the peopleôs spirit was 

apparent to OôConnor.  He had just spent seven years in Tarrytown as the prior and pastor of a 

country parish in a sleepy and slowly growing area.  Previous to his administration, parish affairs 

were not too organized and he remedied this.  Protests from neighboring pastors of OôConnorôs 

violation of their parish boundaries showed the extent of his activity.  Though the parish may 

have been founded to care for the Irish servants working on the Tarrytown estates, there was in 

his time there no political activity associated with the Irish Freedom Movement.  Denis 

OôConnor was simply a good Carmelite and a good parish priest who did the work proper to 

such a position in such a town. 

     The change in Denis OôConnor after his 1916 trip to Ireland is very evident in the newspaper 

interviews he gave and the speeches he presented in Manhattan after his return which was also 

when he became a United States citizen.
12

   After his return from the chapter, OôConnor picked 

up his clothing and other belongings in Tarrytown but that must have taken place rather quickly 

as the interviews and speeches mentioned above are presented as though he had just returned 

from Ireland. 

     Something had to have happened in Ireland.  One could easily say it was what he saw in 

troubled and devastated Ireland that changed him but we must consider the wide range of those  

years, 1916 to 1924.  During this time, he moved from a country parish to an urban one, became 

involved in the Irish Freedom Movement, made the 28th Street parish an Irish haven and the 

priory a safe house, allowed any Irish group the use of the parish facilities, was chummy with all 

those active in the movement both here and in Ireland and, finally, was the ñbag manò for the 

purchase of armaments.   

                                                                                                                                                                                           
11

 YŀǘƘƭŜŜƴ YŀƴŜΣ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ /ŀǊƳŜƭƛǘŜǎΣ Ƴǎǎ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ /ŀǊƳŜƭƛǘŜǎΩ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΣ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
furnished me by Matthias Des Lauriers, O. Carm. 
12

 Irish World (NY)  Sept 23 and 30, 1916. 
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    What brought about this momentous change?  It began with what he saw in Ireland, it was 

fostered by the influence of Magennis and I believe he joined the IRB on his 1916 Irish trip.  

Besides being proven by his actions, I think proof can be seen in the effects on and the reaction 

of Peter Elias Magennis to OôConnorôs death in 1924.  This is expressed in an article in the 

Catholic Bulletin and his dedication to OôConnor of the main window in the chapel of Collegio 

San Alberto, then the Carmelite general headquarters and house of studies in Rome.   

      Lawrence D. Flanagan served the Carmelites in many posts in the United States up to 1926. 

When Gerard OôFarrell, the successor to Denis OôConnor as the Commissary General of the 

New York Carmelites died in 1926, Father Flanagan became the new Commissary General.  He 

served in this post until 1931 when the New York Carmelites were raised to the status of a 

province, and he became the first provincial and held this office until 1943.  During this entire 

time of his being the Carmelite superior, he lived at Saint Simon Stock Church in the Bronx.  

Looking back on this period, one is inclined to say that his residence in the Bronx perhaps 

impeded his influence on the Manhattan centered Carmelites.     

     Lawrence Dionysius Flanagan is perhaps the most underrated of the Carmelite supporters of 

the Irish Freedom Movement.  Lawrence was his baptismal name and Dionysius his name in 

religion.  He was born in Moate, Westmeath, Ireland where his family were considered wealthy.  

Most of the Irish freedom movement supporters referred to him as ñFather Larry.ò  This perhaps 

reflects back to the relationships that was established between himself and Eamon De Valera 

when both were students at Blackrock College.  There is little mention of Flanaganôs name in 

chronicled events.  During the years when the Irish Freedom Movement was at its height, he was 

stationed in Otisville, NY, or Middletown, NY, and came to Manhattan and the 28th Street 

church only in 1924 when Denis OôConnor died.  It was then that he became involved in the 

cause.  Though he was the least in one sense of his involvement, he was in another sense the 

most important because he was a confidant of Eamon De Valera due to their friendship.   When 

the parish of Our Lady of the Scapular was preparing to celebrate its fiftieth anniversary in 1939, 

Flanagan asked De Valera for a few lines of greeting to mark the occasion.  In reply, De Valera 

cabled the following: 

 

   ñIt is a pleasure for me to be allowed to join even from this distance in 

the celebration of your golden jubilee.  The Carmelite Priory of East 28th 

Street will always be memorable for all of us who know at first hand what 

inspiration and strength were drawn from it twenty years ago.  Some of the 

best friends Ireland ever had there gave counsel and help and hospitality to 

the workers for the freedom of our country.  None who took part will 

forget the meetings in the priory and the school hall memories of which 

bring back the figures of Liam Mellows, Harry Boland and many others 

whose work has passed into history. Irelandôs debt to the Carmelite 



14 
 

Fathers is not easily measured.  What could we have done without Father 

Magennis and Father OôConnor not to mention Father Lawrence Flanagan 

still happily left?  May this golden jubilee, which is an occasion for 

rejoicing in Ireland as well as in America, be the beginning of another half 

century of equally fruitful work.  I pray Godôs blessing on the holy 

work in which you are engaged.ò
13

 

       Flanagan was not so much a leader in the movement as he was a trusted advisor whom De 

Valera and his supporters could rely upon for wise and prudent advice. He was also a close 

friend of Jim McGee who was deeply involved in the arms smuggling business.    

    When Flanagan ceased to be the provincial in 1943, he continued to live at Saint Simon Stock 

until 1953 when he went to live at the Carmelite student formation house in Williamstown, 

Massachusetts.  When Eamon De Valera in his later years was trying to record events that had 

taken place in the past,  Flanagan was asked over and over again by De Valera for details of 

these  and for his written version of them. Flanagan always replied in support of De Valera.   It 

has always struck me that Eamon De Valera was lucky to have had a friend as loyal as Lawrence 

Dionysius Flanagan. 

     Christopher Aloysius Slattery was at Our Lady of the Scapular for a long period, 1909-22, 

except for the years of 1919-21.  He was a faithful supporter of Peter Elias Magennis and Denis 

OôConnor in all their Irish activities.  This personal support of Magennis was demonstrated in his 

going to Rome for the first two years (1919-21) of Magennisôgeneralate to be one of his 

assistants. 

      Undoubtedly the most important Carmelite  in the Irish Freedom Movement was Peter Elias 

Magennis.  Peter was the name given him at Baptism after he as born on February 19, 1868 in 

Tanderagee, County Armagh, Northern Ireland.  His father was a cattle dealer and Peter had two 

brothers and five sisters.  He enrolled at the local national school until he was ten.  Then he went 

to live with his uncle, Charles Magennis, in Belfast and attended  a Christian Brothersô school.  

Intending to be a priest, he enrolled at St. Malachyôs College,  Belfast, a diocesan preparatory 

seminary.  The story of his call to Carmel is interesting.  He dreamed one night that a priest 

dressed in white was a sign of his vocation.  Afterwards, John P. Wheatley, a well known 

Carmelite preacher, came to Tanderagee for a parish mission.  Seeing the preacher in his white 

cloak, Peter Magennis was inclined to investigate the Carmelites and this ended by his becoming 

a postulant at the Carmelitesô Terenure College on the outskirts of Dublin.  March 3, 1889, he 

made his profession of vows taking in religion the name of Elias and began his studies at the 

Royal University, Dublin.  He obtained the Honours Bachelor of Arts degree.   After studying 

theology with the Jesuits at Milltown Park and obtaining the ad gradum in divinity, he was 

ordained at All Hallows College, Dublin, September 22, 1894. 
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     After teaching for a year at the Carmelite Secondary School on Dominick Street in Dublin 

and after a year there as principal, Peter Elias Magennis went at the end of 1896 or early 1897 to 

the Carmelite Priory at Knocktopher, County Kilkenny.  He established a branch of the 

Carmelite Confraternity, a small library and also taught in the school there.  A house like that of 

the Carmelites at Knocktopher was a conventual church.  People attended Mass there but it was 

not a territorial parish. No weddings or funerals were usually permitted at such a church.  The 

attraction of  people and the resulting income usually rested on the ability and talents of the 

Carmelites stationed there.  It would seem that in the few years of  Magennis at Knocktopher, he 

was a success in all these areas.  Eight of his school pupils became priests, two of them 

Carmelites. 

      The Irish Carmelites had begun a mission in Australia in 1881 and it was seven years later 

that Peter Elias Magennis went there.  He remained in Australia until 1906 and in that period of 

time he tried to instill a pride of Irish culture and heritage into his flock.  It seems that this was a 

palliative he gave to those faithful Irish people so far from home.  He was exceedingly popular, a 

leader among his people, and so many hearts were saddened when in August, 1906 he was 

returned to Ireland to be the Novice Master, Master of Professed Students and the Subprior of 

Terenure College.  The list of these positions was formidable and a challenge that he had to 

meet. For some reason or other, the novices and the novitiate were moved from Terenure to 

Knocktopher.  Of course, Magennis, the novice Master, went along with his trainees. 

     At the General Chapter of the Carmelites in Rome in October, 1908, Elias Magennis was 

elected the assistant general for the English speaking provinces of the order, namely Ireland, 

Australia and America. His term in this office, normally six years, was prolonged to 1919 due to 

the First World War and its ensuing travel difficulties. Besides the Irish houses, there were in 

Australia but two missions and the American houses that would form eventually the New York 

Province also numbered four.  The American Province of the Most Pure Heart of Mary, then 

centered in Chicago, had ten houses at that time.  The work to be overseen in the English 

speaking section of the order was not extensive.   

     Much if not most of his term as assistant general, Peter Elias Magennis spent in the New York 

area.  We know for certain that in 1914, 1915 and 1916, he came early each year to do missions 

and then remained for a time.  He was present for almost all of 1916 except for the period of the 

Irish provincial chapter.  He was present in the United States from early 1917 to August, 1919 

when he left for Ireland and the general chapter in Rome.  It was at this chapter that he was 

elected prior general of the order.  It is interesting that Magennis became an American citizen in 

July, 1919 being sworn in at Brooklyn by Judge Learned Hand.
14

 

  

                                                           
14

 Gaelic American (NY) July 9, 1919. 



16 
 

     Previous to 1914, we know Magennis was in the United States for periods of time but we 

cannot chart these visits. Christopher Slattery, when writing to the Carmelite Prior General, 

Joseph Llovera in 1912, mentioned the presence of Magennis in the Manhattan parish and 

praised the great work he was doing there.  He went so far as to recommend he be made 

provincial and the chapter in Ireland be canceled.  Slattery mentioned the work Magennis was 

doing for the Irish cause.  Probably this referred to the problems of the Home Rule Bill.
15

  It is 

interesting that the greatest period of Carmelite activity in the Irish Freedom Movement begins in 

1916 when Elias Magennis was in the United States.  He along with Denis OôConnor breathed 

strong life into the movement and after Magennis was elected general, OôConnor was able to 

continue this rapid pace of activity.  Just as we stated that Denis OôConnor underwent some sort 

of conversion to active involvement in the Irish Freedom Movement during his trip to Ireland in 

1916,  Magennis was similarly moved to a more active role here because of his membership in 

the Clan and  the IRB. It was at this time that Magennis publicly espoused force as the only way 

freedom would come to Ireland.  

       The Irish Republican Brotherhood had been founded in Dublin in 1858 but it was in the late 

1800's that informers brought trouble to the group through treachery and from that time on, there 

was a great emphasis on secrecy.  When John Redmond urged at Woodbridge, County Wicklow 

in September, 1914 that the Irish join the British army and fight for the rights of small nations, 

his popularity diminished and the idea of a  nationalistic government grew.
16

   The imprisonment 

of many from the 1916 Rising in the Frongoch Camp provided conditions and the opportunity 

for the reorganization of the IRB.  All the people Magennis and OôConnor  were closely 

associated with belonged to the IRB.  

      It is very possible that Peter Elias Magennis was a German agent.  While he need not actually 

to have been, he achieved by his activities in the United States the purpose of such an agent.  By 

rousing Irish sentiment, he rallied anti British opinion.  The Woodrow Wilson administration 

was very concerned with this.  Responding to British overtures, the Wilson administration went 

to great lengths to foster cordial relations with England.  One threat to this was the number of 

Irish-German contacts on various levels.  Federal intelligence agents were active in collecting 

information at the meetings in the facilities of the Carmelitesô New York parish.  Investigation 

and prosecution were brought against Magennisô friends, Liam Mellows and Jeremiah OôLeary. 

      Once the United States entered World War I in April, 1917, there was an impression that no 

one could speak against England, an American ally.  When British conscription was threatened 

in Ireland, some spoke out against it.  Mary McWhorter wanted to express her feelings about this 

and England but as a member of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Ancient Order of Hibernians whose 
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president was cowed into silence, she feared doing it.  She heard Father Magennis speak against 

the English at the Carmelite hall, and he convinced her never to be afraid to express her 

convictions.  She was so moved by his speech that she wrote to every branch of the Ladies 

Auxiliary telling them to do the same.
17

 

     The only reports we previously have had of government surveillance of Irish activities 

involving the Carmelites have been newspaper reports of the presence of government agents at 

meetings of the Carmelite Branch of the Friends of Irish Freedom and other gatherings in which 

they participated.  In the records of the Bureau of investigation of the Department of Justice there 

is a series titled ñOld German Records, 1908-22 (OG).ò  In the indices of these records, there are 

listings for both Peter Elias Magennis and Liam Mellows.  The subject matter of these 

investigations are ñIrish Activities.ò  The results for both Magennis and Mellows are not present.  

This is because, as the archivesô personnel pointed out, they were destroyed or were used for 

some legal purpose.  Since the Magennis and Mellows reports seem to have been united, it was 

thought they may have been removed for use in Mellowsô court cases but their absence in these 

records indicates they must have been destroyed.     

     The material in the area where the Magennis and Mellows reports should have been filed 

deals with draft dodgers, the ignoring of draft notices, seditious talk by German and Irish priests, 

ñslackersò who did not exhibit sufficient patriotism, pro German activities, German sympathizers 

and glass in canned goods which was seen as a sign of espionage.  This was the mix where their 

reports were originally filed.  There was, to be sure, some fanaticism abroad.  Irish activities 

were viewed with suspicion because to be anti English was viewed as being pro German and 

Germany was our enemy.
18

 

Many of the activities causing government concern and investigation took place in the Carmelite 

Hall and in some measure were inspired by Magennis.  He was the spirit behind them and could 

have modified their tone or caused them to cease.  

 In 1914, 1915 and 1916, Magennis crossed the Atlantic early in each year remaining in the 

United States until the end of the year when he crossed again to return to Ireland.  He was in 

New York for all of 1916 except for the Irish Provincial Chapter, July 31 to August 8.  

OôConnor, OôFarrell and Slattery also traveled to this chapter. He was in the United States from 

early 1917 to August of 1919 when he went to the General Chapter in Rome where he was 

elected the Prior General of the Carmelite Order.  Magennis fearlessly made all these Atlantic 

crossings which is extraordinary.  Could safe passage during World War I have been guaranteed 

to these vessels?   
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The German system of radio and code transmissions was quite efficient though the British 

eventually broke their code.  German intelligence was widespread and finely honed.  They knew, 

for example, the Lusitania was carrying munitions and so torpedoed it.  The uproar over this loss 

concentrated on the Lusitania being a passenger ship when in fact it was more than this.  It was 

only many years later that the German insistence she was carrying arms was proven.  Life 

magazine obtained the shipôs manifest in 1972 and published this proof of the presence of 

munitions.
19

  The continued presence of Magennis in the United States was worth any German 

effort to insure his remaining.       

     Katherine OôDoherty called for plaques to be erected to the memory of many for their work 

for Irish Independence between the end of World War I and the Peace Conference.  Those she 

named were Peter Golden and the Carmelites of 28th Street where Liam Mellows found kindred 

souls in Denis OôConnor and Lawrence Flanagan.
20

    

  

                                                           
19

 Life 73 (Oct 13, 1972) 58-60. 
 
20

 hΩ5ƻƘŜǊǘȅΣ YŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ   Assignment: America (New York, 1957) 25. 



19 
 

 

Chapter 3 

 

The 1916 Rising 

      After the 1916 Easter Rising, the Carmelites of the Irish Province held a provincial chapter 

from July 31 to August 8, 1916. The province was composed of five houses in Ireland: 

Whitefriars Street, Kildare, Knocktopher, Kinsale and Terenure.  In addition, there were the 

missions in Australia and America, the latter having houses in New York City, Middletown and 

Tarrytown.  There is no mention of the Rising in the account of the chapter but surely it must 

have been one of the main topics of conversation. 

     It was in September, 1914 that the Home Rule Bill was enacted.  Irish nationalists were not 

pleased because all depended on approval of the Province of Ulster.  Prime Minister Herbert 

Asquith postponed the implementation of the bill until after the war but this was not enough to 

assuage the objections of Ulster to the bill.  To completely placate the Protestants, Asquith had to 

promise he would never coerce Ulster into home rule.  This oath to the northern provinces as 

well as Irish reluctance to support England in World War I brought about a rapid rise in Irish 

nationalism.  

     We have not been able to uncover any direct references to Carmelite involvement in the 

preparations for the 1916 Rising.  Peter Elias Magennis belonged to the Irish Republican 

Brotherhood (IRB), a secret, compact organization whose activities were financed by the Clan na 

Gael. Before the Rising, the IRB looked to the Clan in the United States to supply arms for the 

intended Easter Sunday Rising.  John T. Ryan of Buffalo was involved in obtaining weapons in 

the United States but was unable to send them to Ireland.  A South American port had to be ruled 

out so the arms would have had to go via Germany.
21

   With such activity taking place, Magennis 

living in New York City must have known of the planned Rising and its date of Easter Monday.  

Also, since the New York Carmelites were associated with people involved in arms shipments, 

there is further reason to believe they must have had some idea beforehand of the Rising. 

     With messages going back and forth to the Clan-na-Gael in New York, some in New York 

had to know of the scheduled Rising.  Especially was this true of those connected with the Clan 

and through them the IRB. This was another reason Magennis and his associates had to know of 

the planned Rising.
22

 

  

                                                           
21

 McArdle, Dorothy The Irish Republic (Dublin, 1951) 147. 
 
22

 Curtis, The Cause  259, 269. 



20 
 

     During the actual Rising on Easter Monday, the Carmelite, Louis McCabe, was on the scene 

in Dublin and climbed into Jacobôs Biscuit Factory to minister to the men fighting there.
23

   

Robert Metcalf also ministered at Jacobôs.  With the name of ñRepublican Priestò he came to the 

United States in the fall of 1916.  He used his experiences in Dublin at the time of the Rising in 

speeches in New York City. On Thanksgiving Day he preached at St. Thomasô Church on West 

118th Street at a Mass for those executed for their part in the Rising.  Speaking of ministering to 

the rebels at Jacobôs, he emphasized their faith, their wearing of medals and their scheduled 

periodic prayers.  He said  that he was a better Irishman and a better Catholic from his dealings 

with these men.
24

  Just a few weeks later, addressing the Padraic Pearse Branch of the Friends of 

Irish Freedom (FOIF), Metcalf stated sarcastically that from his eyewitness observance of the 

Easter Week fighting, there was no wonder the Germans were beating the British in Europe.  It 

took the British, he said, outfitted for modern warfare and supported by her navy, a whole week 

to quell 1,500 rebels.  He said that every one of the 250 soldiers in Jacobs were the happiest men 

he ever saw though each was convinced he was going to be shot.
25

   

     Besides this eyewitness account, Peter Elias Magennis spoke to the Padraic Pearse Branch of 

the Friends of Irish Freedom at St. Charles Borromeo Church in Harlem in an entirely different 

tone.  He said that before the Rising, he had supported Redmondôs constitutional movement and 

that he numbered among his friends many members of the Irish Parliament.  Speaking after the 

Rising, he said that the only way for complete independence for Ireland was through physical 

force.  Stating that Pearse, McDonough and nearly all the Risingôs martyrs were his personal 

friends, Magennis declared they did more in one week by force than the constitutional movement 

did in a century.
26

   

     Denis OôConnor was at the 1916 Irish Provincial Chapter and spent time on holidays before 

and after the chapter.  He must have returned towards the end of the summer to assume his new 

position as the prior of Our Lady of the Scapular.  He previously was at Transfiguration in 

Tarrytown, NY.  That September, he gave an interview to The Irish World.   

     OôConnor said he would never visit Ireland again during the ówar.ô When asked to explain 

this, he said that as an American his welcome was not exactly hospitable.  He was shadowed and 

had to notify the authorities in person whenever leaving or returning to a village.  The reason for 

this, he said was that the British feared anyone including British subjects who lived in America.  

The source of this fear was that such persons were imbued with the American notions of justice 

and fair play.  Because deportation of all such people who had landed in Ireland since the 
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previous March was planned, OôConnor feared the British were preparing for further ñorgiesò as 

he called them.   

     He went on to tell how he was obliged to be fingerprinted on landing in Liverpool and how 

Ireland was in a state of military occupation with armed barriers, the searching of vehicles and 

the presence of military aircraft over Dublin and Wexford.  OôConnor felt that the Republican 

manifesto - presumably the Rising declaration - and the cruel execution of the leaders had roused 

the consciousness of the people and instilled in them national pride.  Some in Dublin had 

anxiously awaited the arrival of British troops so fearful were they of what the revolutionaries 

might do.  When the British military did arrive, looting, beatings and murder made the Dubliners 

regret their previous fear.   

     Denis OôConnor went on to defend the fighting of Sinn Fein.  In describing it, he used the 

words ñcleanò and ñhonest.ò  When they occupied a home to use it as a fighting post, they were 

so respectful of the owners they brought even their own food rather than sponge off the 

occupants.  Concerning John Redmondôs party, OôConnor said they were all so politically dead 

that the Republican, Laurance Ginnell, could be returned to his seat in the House of Commons in 

an election.  All from Redmond down were ñpolitically bankrupt.ò  Because of the activities of 

Prime Minister Asquith, Home Rule was dead as were all who continued to support it. 

Concerning what might be called the Home Front, OôConnor described the cost of living as high 

though crops were excellent.  Hay and wool had been commandeered by the government and 

there was talk of making farmers sell their crops.  So rigid was the censorship that since the 

Rising, no quotations from American papers were printed.
27

 

In the same vein, John Archdeacon Murphy surveyed the situation in Ireland in 1916 for the Irish 

Relief Committee.  He stated that the situation was hard for Americans to realize.  Children were 

in rags and people were impoverished.  All Nationalists were being treated by harassment and 

espionage.
28
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Chapter 4 

1917 - A Year of Change 

                                                             

     As the year of 1917 began, the United States was not officially involved in World War I but 

there was much activity taking place that would justify Woodrow Wilson asking Congress to 

declare war on the Central Powers on April 6, 1917.  The Irish viewed the war as belonging to 

England and there was much effort among the Irish in the United States to prevent the 

recruitment of Irish men into the British forces.   

     Though there is no printed or written record of Carmelite involvement, it is not too far fetched 

to see their hand in demonstrations against American involvement in World War I.  These were 

anti British and therefore considered pro German.  The basis for this assertion is the fact that 

Denis OôConnor was credited with the organization of forces against Irish conscription for the 

British forces in the Great War.
29

  

     The Friends of Irish Freedom (FOIF)  began in 1917 to use street corner preaching to spread 

their anti English views.  Some were that England had enticed the Untied States into World War 

I.  Germany was a better friend of Ireland than England and that some of the early American 

patriots had done more treasonable things than Roger Casement.    

     The location of 1917 anti British demonstrations was Broadway and 37th Street, not too far 

from the Carmelite establishment on East 28th Street.  On August 13, at a time when the United 

States was involved in the war, Cleveland Moffett, a member of the National Defense Council, 

was arrested by New York City police because he insisted on breaking up a street rally where he 

heard what he considered treasonable speech by those who were denouncing Great Britain.  

Moffett claimed the remarks were pro-German.
30

   The name of the speaker was not given but in 

the New York Times of August 16, it was revealed that his name was W. J. Robinson.  That 

same issue announced that the American Defense Society, the city and the federal government 

intended to stamp out these speakers of propaganda and treason. Moffett said he had a transcript 

of an August 10 speech in which it was said, ñGermany has always been our friend and they 

wanted to see England whipped first.ò  The record also said that Woodrow Wilson was ñthe 

greatest traitor of them all.ò   John Moore, the National Secretary of the Friends of Irish 

Freedom, defended  the practice of street preaching when he said it was the result of the brief 

wave  of the popularity in Ireland of Sinn Fein.  He was probably alluding to the 1916 Rising.  
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     Over a week later, August 23,  the Times carried a similar story which had occurred the 

previous day.  As the anti British speeches were going on, Cleveland Moffett protested to the 

police but they refused to assist him.  The site was the same but the crowd larger due to the 

publicity generated by Moffett.  Stephen Johnson was the speaker and the Friends of Irish 

Freedom were named as the sponsor.  In typical newspaper estimates, thousands were said to 

have blocked the streets.   

     There must have been a change that took place in governmental attitude for the Times on 

September 1 reported that at a similar rally on August 29, six speakers including Moore and 

Johnson of the FOIF, were arrested.  The police also dispersed the crowd.  

      This change in attitude apparently was a challenge to the Carmelite Branch and other Friends 

of Irish Freedom. Two nights later, on August 31, the police arrested the speaker, Shane 

Conway, and tried to use sixteen men with strong arm tactics to disperse the crowd. When this 

failed, the police charged the crowd with a large automobile equipped with a powerful 

searchlight. The vehicle immediately received the name of a ñtank.ò
31

  

     The device failed to dim the enthusiasm.  On September 5, 3,000 gathered at Broadway and 

37th Street and heard Stephen Johnson and Miss Margaret Curley who spoke in Gaelic.  After 

this, the crowd was told to disperse and the Times has no word of any trouble so order must have 

reigned.
32

  The same paper carried more ominous news the next day.  The Department of Justice 

raided the offices of what were called ñsocialistò papers in Chicago, Cleveland and Detroit.  The 

latter was also the headquarters of the International Workers of the World.  From Washington 

came the pledge that the Department of Justice would be on the watch for disloyalty. 

     The National Secretary, John Moore, announced that the FOIF was resorting to legal action to 

insure their freedom of speech.  The case was brought before a New York County grand jury 

where the case was decided in favor of the FOIF.
33

  

     This street preaching was not a particular project of the Carmelite Branch and the priests, 

unlike New Yorkôs Father Patrick OôDonnell, did not actively participate.  Though not an official 

work of the branch,  members attended on their own and supported the rallies. The principal 

street preachers, Johnson and Curley, addressed the Carmelite Branch on their purpose and 

technique.  The Branch also aided the project financially.   

     When at the height of the controversy Peter Elias Magennis addressed the Padraic Pearse 

Branch at Floral Garden, Broadway and 146th Street, he lashed out against the city 
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administration for permitting the breakup of the rallies.  He stated that if these actions 

represented the height of Mayor John Purroy Mitchellôs administration, then all in America 

should fall to their knees and pray for this land that certainly deserved better than this.  He cited 

the loyalty and friendship of the Irish for the United States and asked that this old friend not be 

forgotten.
34

 

     Though there is no continuance of street preaching into 1918, that was the critical year for 

conscription.  On April 9, Parliament passed the Military Service Bill which raised the age limit 

in England and provided for conscription in Ireland.  In compensation for this imposition placed 

on the Irish people, Prime Minister Lloyd George promised Home Rule 26  Patrick McCartan 

published a memorandum for the United States Secretary of State against  Irish conscription.  On 

May 11, The New York Times had an article on conscription in Ireland but on the 19th of that 

month, it announced that the conscription issue was dead when it told of the arrest of 500 Sinn 

Fein leaders, De Valera among them.  The Irish Bishops, not generally known for their support 

of Irish independence, stated that their people could resist this ñoppressive and inhuman lawò 

and do this by ñevery means consonant with the law of God.ò
35

   

     One student of the conscription crisis considered it second only to the Easter Week executions 

in turning people to Sinn Fein.  Conscription could not have been defeated without the Churchôs 

intervention.  The bishopsô assistance was necessary but they alone could not have defeated it.  

April, 1918 was the end of conscription and at that point the Irish people were more united than 

at any other occasion of that century up to then.
36

   

     Another prominent feature of the Carmelite Branch was its lecture program.  After  

refreshments which presumably were after the lecture, Elias Magennis spoke some words of 

welcome and announced that the classes in Gaelic history and language would continue every 

Thursday evening.  To show the importance of such classes, he said ñThe gutter press of New 

York reeks with the vilest calumnies of Irish people and their priests.ò  He went on to condemn 

those who in the name of Ireland spread a false spirit that threatens what made America great.  

There are those who would do and say anything to get notice in the gutter press.  He spoke of the 

mission that a student of things American and Irish  had.  They had to burn the midnight oil and 

think deeply to fulfill that mission.  He lashed out at the possessors of the óhuman conscienceô of 

his day who brought forth malicious statements that harmed the state as well as the Church.  He 

said the lectures of Father Livingston have shown that our young people want high class lectures 

in Gaelic history as shown by the average attendance of 600.  A new series was to begin in 
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January and each member of the Branch was to be sent a notice and this would be the only 

monthly meeting reminder sent.
37

    

  

     In that year of 1918, Peter Elis Magennis was raising funds for the Padraic Pearse Memorial 

Fund.  It seems that as fast or faster than the money was coming in, the women devoted to this 

cause were sending it out.  Magennis asked Joseph McGarrity to be a trustee of the fund because 

he felt McGarrity would want the money expended for the purpose for which it was given. He 

complained that the women under the leadership of Mrs. Padraic Colum had sent Mrs. Pearse 

$2000 without the authorization of the entire group.  He also explained that he had been the 

treasurer of the group until the executive body objected to him fulfilling this office.
38

   Just a few 

days later, when he had not heard from McGarrity, Magennis, impatient with no response, wrote 

him again.  He described his anxiety to have McGarrity on board.  He described how all the 

groups of the Pearse Committee are united and he wanted the entire group to distribute the funds 

collected.  Magennis explained that Mrs. Colum and women distributed the money on their own 

and were wrong.  He became involved to correct this situation and Monsignor Powers was on his 

side.  The ñWomenò attacked Wilson, the treasurer, who had to resign and Mrs. Colum has 

created quite a stir even to the extent of not wanting anything to do with the Friends of Irish 

Freedom. Patrick  Ford of the Irish World had taken up their cause and Magennis felt they were 

going to keep the money and not send it to the national treasurer.  He bluntly said ñMrs. Colum 

is out for quite another purpose.ò Regretting that he let them use his name, Magennis stated that 

the ñWomenò could never do what the whole group could.
39

  No response is extant. 

     That same year, the Friends of Irish Freedom had an Irish Race Convention in New York. On 

a letterhead that listed Magennis as president and Henry Brann as vice president, a printed report 

was made of the convention.  A petition was to be made from the convention to the President of 

the United States and to Congress urging them to exert pressure for the self determination of 

Ireland.  This was in the form of five resolutions attached to the letter.
40
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Chapter 5 

Irish Progressive League 

 

An Irish group closely associated  to the New York Carmelites and fostered by them was the 

Irish Progressive League (IPL). Though this group appears at times in our narrative, it deserves 

an explanation of its origins and aims. 

     The Irish Progressive League, in the opinion of one author, was formed by the younger Irish 

in 1917 because they viewed the Clan na Gael as too old and too compromised to function as the 

voice of Irish freedom in America. New York Cityôs harassment of street preaching is considered 

another reason for the Leagueôs foundation. ñThis League was a radical organization with some 

distinctly dubious membersò is one description. The group was definitely leftist in their political 

persuasion. 

     Peter Golden, known as a poet and song writer and associated with the Carmelites, was one of 

the IPLôs moving spirits.  When he was present at the gatherings in the Carmelite Hall, he saved, 

according to Peter Elias Magennis, many a meeting and made them a joyous occasion. Liam 

Mellows was an IPL member and Patrick McCartan attended some of the meetings.
41

   

     Members of the IPL attended the 10:00 AM Sunday Mass at Our Lady of the Scapular and 

then met at the school hall. This Mass was so popular with the Irish that it was called the ñSinn 

Fein Massò and people came from far and wide to attend it.  Denis OôConnor was the treasurer 

of the IPL and did much to keep it functioning during World War I.  Peter Golden worked at the 

Gaelic American, the paper of John Devoy who, at times worked with and used the IPL, but 

Devoy generally regarded them as infringing on matters he felt were the exclusive province of 

the Clan.
42

  

     There are records of three rallies sponsored by the Irish Progressive League. One was a rally 

on May 4, 1918 held at Madison Square Garden, 26th Street and Madison Avenue, against 

conscription of the Irish for the British army.  John Devoy was one of the main speakers.  

Conscription was about to be finished at this time.
43

  It was this meeting that brought about the 
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conflict between John Cardinal Farley and Peter Elias Magennis which we will deal with in a 

separate chapter.  

     The second rally was on November 12, 1918 and it demanded that Washington recognize 

Ireland as an independent republic.
44

   On January 6, 1919 there was a IPL rally to proclaim the 

Irish election of December, 1918  as ratification of the Irish Republic.
45

  

      January 28, 1919, Peter Golden was the General Secretary of the IPL and  located in New 

York.  He wrote Patrick McCartan at the Irish Press in Philadelphia that he was in a position to 

obtain money to the extent of $10,000 for the cause.
46

  The next month, February 10, 1919, he 

wrote McCartan again seeking his advice whether a protest would be advisable when McCartan 

came to trial on the questionable evidence furnished by the Secret Service.
47

   Golden was 

probably referring to the Department of Justice as the matter was not in the purview of the Secret 

Service. 

    Golden himself should have been cautious because of a dinner party Mrs. Helen Golden had at 

their home at which Liam Mellows was one of the guests.  One of the diners reported to the 

Department of Justice that the dinner conversation concerned Sinn Fein activities.  Since this was 

anti British, it was reported as a pro German activity.
48

 

     A March 24, 1919 letter of Golden again to McCartan made the point that the IPL was not a 

socialist organization.  We were not able to find  much material on the organization but the little 

we did seem to indicate the group was inclined to radicalism and socialism something denied by 

Golden.
49

   

     When Peter Golden was organizing a meeting at the Central Opera House to warn against 

ñany possibility of compromiseò he asked McCartan to come and speak at the occasion.  

Strangely, there is never any mention of the Carmelite Hall for meetings or any of the Carmelites 

as speakers.
50
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     Later, Golden, writing from 3 East 42 Street but on the letterhead of IPL at 229 Lexington 

Avenue, tells McCartan that McGarrity is interested in the IPL and its cause. To my surprise, 

there is nothing among the preserved materials of Peter Golden showing his close relation to the 

Carmelites.  The letters we do have indicate Golden was of an artistic mentality and inclined to 

putting on airs.  He seems to have suffered some sort of breakdown and Dr. William  Maloney, 

his patron, sent him for recovery to a sanitarium in Michigan.
51
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Chapter 6 

 

The Role of the Church and School Facilities 

 

     Nothing remains of the church, priory and school of Our Lady of the Scapular.  Berkley Park 

occupies the church-priory site with the address of 340 East 29th Street.  The main entrance of 

the church faced 28th Street but had a side door entrance for those coming in from 29th Street.  

The church was located just one building in from First Avenue.  On this east side of the church 

facing 28th Street was a large factory and showroom.  From the 1950's until the advent of the 

Bellevue South Redevelopment Project, this was occupied by Florentine Craftsmen, a 

manufacturer and distributor of garden statues and ornaments.  From Florentine to the corner of 

First Avenue was the side of a row of tenements that faced the avenue and had shops on the 

ground floor with apartments above. 

     West of and next to the church on 28th Street  was the five story priory built in 1928.  From 

the priory to Second Avenue was a row of tenements. The lots for the church  were purchased in 

January, 1889 and when the first Carmelite staff arrived that March, they stayed at Sinclair 

House, Broadway and 8th Street.  They moved to a rented tenement at 336 East 30th Street until 

they purchased another tenement at 338 East 29th Street in November, 1889.  This became their 

priory and was next to the west side of the rear of the church and eventually a passageway was 

constructed between the priory and the sacristy which was located at the 29th Street end of the 

church.  It is this original priory that was known to and later referred to by those involved in the 

Irish Freedom Movement.  

     Our Lady of the Scapular School was built on the south side of East 29th Street west of the 

original priory and separated from it by a row of tenement houses.  The cornerstone was blessed 

in November, 1904 and the school was dedicated by Archbishop Farley on September 24, 1905.  

The school had 700 students at its opening but grew to over 900 by 1911.  It was built for an 

enrollment of 1,000.  The actual building was four stories high with a basement which had 

restrooms and large rooms that were used for a cafeteria and for meetings.  On the street level 

was what has been referred to as the ñCarmelite Hall.ò  This was two stories in height and the 

stairs to the upper classrooms were outside the hall.  The hall had a stage with a balcony opposite 

it.  It was in its day an ideal facility for the gatherings and affairs of the Irish Freedom 

Movement. 

     Only pictures of these facilities exist today as the school was closed in June, 1970.  In the 

next year the parish received funds for the school property as well as for the original priory 
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which had been since the mid 1940's the convent for the Sisters of Mercy teaching in the parish 

school. Fenwick Gardens was built on the school site.  The address is 338 East 29th Street 

preserving the original prioryôs street number.  After Our Lady of the Scapular parish was 

merged with that of Saint Stephenôs, the church site and that of the second priory were sold and 

the structures  razed.     We have gone to length in detailing these facilities since the school, 

church and priory figure large in the history of the Carmelites and the Irish Freedom Movement.  

It was the period of 1916-24 that saw the greatest amount of Irish activity in the parish and its 

facilities.    

     Eamon De Valera declared on a visit to New York in 1932 that the Carmelite facilities were 

ñThe Cradle of Irish Independence in America.ò
52

    Perhaps he was referring to it being the 

center for the safe exchange of information.  Messages for and from Ireland could be safely left 

there and the Carmelites, traveling to and from Ireland, could be counted on to carry messages 

verbally or on their persons. It was also all the activities that took place in the Carmelite facilities 

that supported this claim.  

 

      The parish school with its Irish activities during and after school hours was another basis for 

this claim.  The enrollment in 1920 was 362 girls and 350 boys under the supervision of the 

Sisters of Mercy, the Christian Brothers and lay personnel. There were after school activities for 

training in Gaelic dancing and singing.  Having learned and practiced these skills in the school, 

they entertained the Carmelite Branch of the Friends of Irish Freedom, other Branches and many 

Irish gatherings.  After an exhibition at St Monicaôs school hall, the Gaelic American
53

   was able 

to report ñThe Carmelite School children charmed the audience with the beautiful exhibition of 

the ancient Gaelic dances.ò  The dancing students won many Feis prizes which made Fathers 

Magennis and OôConnor very proud.  Ads in the Gaelic American
54

   publicized their dancing at 

the Central Opera House on Saturdays.   

     It is easy to see how the Carmelites, because of their involvement in the Irish Freedom 

Movement, attracted the devotion of the Irish and became a center of Irish activity.  Some 

background to their promotion of all that was Irish can be seen in their Parish Fair of 1906.  

Louis McCabe, the pastor of Our Lady of the Scapular, had become a friend of Sir Thomas 

Lipton.  This had come about in this way.  Some years before, Lipton and McCabe were 

passengers on the same transatlantic ship.  During the crossing, a woman passenger gave birth to 

her sixth child.  While she, the newborn and her other children were a few days out of New 

York, word was received that her husband had died in Montana.  McCabe started raising funds 
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for her and enlisted the aid of Thomas Lipton. $600 was the total raised and in gratitude, she 

named the new baby Thomas Lipton Cooper. McCabeôs fair received support from Lipton.  It 

was called ñThe Shamrock Fair,ò alluding to the name of the various yachts Lipton used in trying 

to win Americaôs Cup.
55

   

     In 1914, the Silver Anniversary of the parish, John Cardinal Farley allowed the Carmelites to 

have an extra parochial fund raiser.   His reason was that the Carmelites worked among the poor 

in Bellevue and the cityôs Irish giving their parish of Our Lady of the Scapular the aura of a 

national parish.  When the Carmelites sent out an appeal letter they did not mention this point but 

included a letter from Farley that mentioned his own donation of $500.
56

   This was quite a 

compliment on the cardinalôs part as a national parish has been and is still understood as being 

one in which a foreign language is employed and parishioners using this language are the reason 

for the parishôs existence. 

     The Carmelite School, staffed by the Sisters of Mercy, the Christian Brothers and lay 

personnel, specialized in Irish singing and dancing as extra-curricular activities.  They performed 

at many meetings, exhibitions and competitions carrying off many more prizes than the size of 

the parish warranted.  The school building was also used for Gaelic language and history classes.  

Begun in an informal manner, the studies were organized into an educational format.  Magennisô 

departure in 1919, the death of OôConnor in 1924 and the change of Gerard OôFarrell to St. 

Simon Stock parish in the Bronx and his death in 1926 brought about the gradual demise of this 

program.
57

    

     The programs in the Carmelite School, or Carmelite as it was called locally, were publicized 

for five years.  They may have existed before the period of 1918 to 1922 and afterwards but we 

have no record of them.  1918 saw the Carmelite Schoolôs children performing only five times 

but they were notable in that one was at their own school and two as far away as West Hoboken 

and Brooklyn.  The next year we have records of twelve appearances.  Most were for Branches 

of the FOIF but they also performed for a union local, the Eccentric Firemen and  an Irish 

Liberty Loan rally.  That number was equaled in 1920 and included a competitive appearance at 

the Clan na Gael Games in Philadelphia.  When Eamon De Valera was conferred the freedom of 

his native city of New York in January, 1920, children from the ñCarmelite Schools, arrayed in 

their Irish costumes, danced and were on the steps of City Hall for the ceremony. 

      Donal OôCallaghan, the Lord Mayor of Cork City, gave the Carmelite students medals at the 

annual ball of the International Union of Stationary Firemen.  This was in gratitude for the times 

the students had performed at the unionôs functions.  Brother Victor, the moderator, was 
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congratulated.  That year, they performed in Brooklyn and at the annual New York Feis.  It 

seems that in 1922, the students performed twice for the Eccentric Firemen and we have records 

of only two other appearances.   

     Many memorial Masses were offered in the Carmelite Church for those killed in the troubles.  

When Republicans were to be married, celebrate happy occasions or be buried, this was 

invariably done at Our Lady of the Scapular. The officiants at these were usually those involved 

in the Irish Freedom Movement.
58

   

The Carmelite Church and the hall of the school have records of events for this same period of 

1918 to 1922.  Six Friends of Irish Freedom Branches had meetings or functions in the hall in 

1918.  There was a ceili, a dance and two fund raisers by outside groups.  The following year 

saw use by six Branches, twice by the Cumann na mBan, two other groups and the Citizens of 

the Irish Republic.  Drama and Gaelic classes were held as were meetings for the Feis and the 

national board of the FOIF.  Two special Masses were held in the church that year as were the 

same number in 1920.  That year also welcomed the Citizens of the Irish Republic three times.  

The Gaelic League of New York State sponsored a slide show in the hall featuring pictures of De 

Valera, Peter Elias Magennis and other patriots.  De Valera and Harry Boland were the guests of 

honor at the affair. 

As in the case of the childrenôs appearances, use of the hall fell off in 1921.  The Citizens of the 

Irish Republic used it twice as did the newspaper Sinn Feiner and  Father OôFarrell bought five 

shares of stock in the paper.  The American Association for the Recognition of the Irish Republic  

held a meeting at the hall of all councils to plan their July 4 parade.  When this did occur, 60,000 

were estimated as having marched.  Denis OôConnor was especially cheered as he was the 

president of the Carmelite Council, ñthe banner Council of the United States.ò  A Mass was held 

in the church that November for all who had died in Ireland.  In 1922, Aloysius Slattery 

celebrated Mass for Harry Boland and Lawrence Flanagan preached.  That December, there was 

a Mass for another Carmelite friend, Liam Mellows.  Denis OôConnor preached and the 

Carmelite Cadets, founded by Mellows, formed a guard of honor.  

     The death of Denis OôConnor on March 1, 1924 brought forth a wonderful tribute from an 

Sceilig, ( J. J. OôKelly ) the Irish envoy to the United States of the anti treaty faction.  Saying the 

loss of OôConnor was a serious one to the Carmelites, to the community where he ministered and 

to every friend of Ireland, an Sceilig said it was his privilege to have been a friend of his since 

his own arrival in the United States two years before.  There was hardly an Irish meeting in the 

New York area that OôConnor was not present at.  When an Sceilig was in Australia, he found 

OôConnorôs name still remembered for his labors there.  His  generous hospitality, his many 

pastoral duties, his work with the American Association for the Recognition of the Irish Republic 

(AARIR) and his attendance at so many meetings made many wonder how he did so much.  
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Describing his illness and the way he bore it, an Sceilig did not hesitate to call him a martyr for 

he died serving all that he believed in.
59

   Many tributes were in the following weekôs paper. 

 Patrick J. Rutledge, acting president of the Irish Republic, cabled the regrets of the Government 

of the Irish Republic and the Irish people.  Tendering deepest sympathy in great sorrow, he 

added ñIrelandôs loss immense.  May God rest the patriot priest, Irelandôs faithful son.ò  The 

Daily Sinn Fein of Dublin sent deepest sympathy.  Austin Ford and Michael Kelly, officers of 

New York Stateôs AARIR, sent a resolution of condolence made at a meeting in New York City 

on March 2.  They mourned with the Carmelites this great loss to the Church and the cause of 

Ireland.  Citing what an inspiration OôConnor was, they said, ñHis unselfish devotion to God and 

country will always be remembered by those who knew him.  He remained true to both to the 

end.ò  Michael J. Lavelle, the rector of Saint Patrickôs Cathedral, said the death of Father 

OôConnor brought him the deepest regret and added ñI have known him for many years and held 

him in high affection and respect.ò  Regretting that he could not attend the funeral, Lavelle 

promised to offer Mass for him and ñkeep him in constant memory.ò
60

  

     Father Michael OôFlanagan, staying with the Carmelites in New York, spoke at the AARIRôs 

Emmet Day Celebration at Brooklynôs Academy of Music.  Before his lecture on Emmet, he told 

of his personal loss at OôConnorôs death.  He was the kindly host who welcomed OôFlanagan 

into the Carmelite home when he came to America.  That was two years ago and almost every 

night since then was spent at the priory and he had come to the point where his grief was that of 

a son who had lost his father.  The grief he had was that of every friend of Ireland.  In those dark 

days of the World War when to be an Irish Republican was to be dubbed a pro German and 

every door in New York was closed to Liam Mellows, no one could intimidate the Carmelite 

pastor.  OôFlanagan said he was well treated throughout the United States staying in episcopal 

residences and he could have had finer accomodations in most New York rectories but he chose 

to stay in a small room in the Carmelitesô tenement because it was a place where no one was 

terrorized into hiding their love for Ireland.   

     He noted the clergy had been great supporters of the ñIrish Republican Bannersò but in a short 

time this all changed.  After 1921, in a mysterious manner the Republic became unpopular with 

the clergy but there were a few who remained loyal.  The leader of them in consistency, zeal and 

unselfishness was Denis OôConnor.  He met him last when they both were on the platform at a 

meeting in Jersey City.  A week later, he was ill and the doctors despaired of his recovery.  To 

the very end, Denis OôConnor was all for Ireland.
61
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Chapter 7 

 

The Friends of Irish Freedom 

 

It has been said that the Carmelite Branch of the Friends of Irish Freedom (FOIF) was the most 

active of all the Branches and also the largest.  We will try to illustrate the truth of this statement.  

In view of this claim, what is surprising is that the Carmelite Branch was not among the earliest 

organized.   

  In March, 1916, a month before the Rising, there was an Irish Race Convention at the Astor 

Hotel in New York City under the chairmanship of John Devoy and Judge Daniel F. Cohalan.  

Invitations had been sent to prominent Irish-Americans throughout the United States and 

attendance was estimated to be between 1,800 and 2,300.  Michael McLaughlin, the president of 

Notre Dame University and other prominent clergy attended.  What is surprising is the absence 

of Carmelites especially in view of their later prominence in this and other Irish organizations.  

Henry Brann, then the pastor of Saint Agnes Church in Manhattan, delivered an address 

composed by the aged physician, Thomas Addis Emmet.  The convention founded the Friends of 

Irish Freedom and named the composer, Victor Herbert, the first president.  The resolutions of 

the convention seemed to some to be un-American but they are more rightly classified as 

politically progressive.  On March 15, the first executive meeting of the FOIF was held at the 

Murray Hill Hotel.  This established the groups of the organization into Branches, composed 

regulations and set fees.
62

   

It was not until a year later that the inaugural meeting of the Carmelite Branch was held in the 

school hall of Our Lady of the Scapular.  It is surprising in view of the later prominence of the 

Branch that it took so long after the initial organization of the FOIF for the Carmelites to 

establish a Branch. Despite the absence of their own Branch, the Carmelite priests spoke to many 

Branches of the FOIF before the start of their own organization.   

It was on June 16, 1917 that the inaugural meeting of the Carmelite Branch was held.  800 were 

reported as being present.  After an address by Peter Elias Magennis, Judge Daniel F. Cohalan 

spoke to them on the necessity of American support for Irish freedom.   

Denis OôConnor was the president of the Branch and Peter Elias Magennis was active in that 

Branch and spoke to many other Branches of the organization throughout New York City.  

Presumably, he did not give a formal presentation on all these occasions but was simply called 
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upon to say a ñfew words.ò  This is indicative of the esteem he commanded and the high regard 

he held among the Irish. 

Anti English in tone and characteristically Republican is the best way to describe the political 

activities of the Carmelite Branch.  History and economics, as they concerned and effected, 

Ireland were dealt with in a lecture program.  John Devoy, the founder and editor of the Gaelic 

American, addressed the group and when his paper was banned from the mails because of what 

the government considered his subversive and traitorous activities, the Carmelite Branch 

solicited contributions for its support and promoted newsstand sales of the paper.
63

   

What were called Secret Service agents, but were probably agents of the Department of Justice, 

attended meetings of the Carmelite Branch because speakers were accustomed to attack Great 

Britain, Americaôs ally in the Great War.  Woodrow Wilsonôs policy of total support for England 

received the same treatment. Liam Mellows opened one meeting of the Branch by pointedly 

questioning two Irish looking agents, ñWhat will you say when your grandchildren ask you what 

you did in the great war to free small peoples?  Will you tell them you were engaged in New 

York City holding down the unarmed Irish with revolvers trying to silence their claim to be 

free?ò
64

        

Towards the end of 1917, Magennis spoke to the Carmelite Branch at their first ceili.  He used 

the occasion to attack the American press.   Mentioning the importance of the young studying 

Gaelic as well as Irish history and traditions, he noted that classes in all of these would begin at 

the Carmelite Branch and continue every Thursday.  He went on to cite the popularity of the 

Carmelite Branchôs lecture program as an indication the interest of young people in Irish matters.   

 Magennisô speech to the Pearse Branch on September 9 at Floral Gardens received a large 

amount of newspaper coverage.  The assessment of his content was: ñHe is an able exponent of 

the rugged, heart stirring, fearless eloquence, typical of the men from his native province of 

Ulster.ò  He spoke of the elements in society against the Irish and cited the support of the Irish 

priests for the cause which he defined as the total and absolute independence of Ireland.  He 

attacked the American press for their support of England using as proof his own witness of an 

attack on Irish demonstrators.  He called the police the ñminionsò of England but praised the 

courts where the demonstrators were released of charges.  The attacks had taken place at street 

preaching.    

1918 saw at the Carmelite Branch at Our Lady of the Scapular the start of an ambitious lecture 

program.  In February, Kathleen OôBrien of Dublin presented a dramatic display and lecture on 

ñThe Eve of Evictionò and ñAn Irish Republic and Why.ò  In March, Gerard OôFarrell, the 

Carmelite, spoke on ñJames Clarence Mangan, the Poet of a Newer Ireland.ò  Peter Golden came 
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in April to present ñSongs I have Sung.ò  It was in July that Liam Mellows spoke to the Branch 

on ñThe History of the Royal Irish Constabulary.ò  Mellows was described as treating the subject 

with humor and erudition and also placing the RIC in a poor light.  Music, dancing and a playlet, 

The Shadows of Political Life followed the lecture.  Father Thomas J. Hurton, pastor of 

Annunciation Church in Philadelphia, spoke on ñThe Music of the Gaelò on August 25.  Father 

Livingston lectured the Carmelite Branch that September and Denis OôConnor urged all present 

to attend the Gaelic League Feis. In November, there was at the Carmelite Branch a 

commemoration of the Manchester Martyrs with addresses, recitations and songs appropriate to 

the occasion.  John Devoy spoke at the meeting of the Days of 1867.   That December, Gerard 

OôFarrell spoke on Thomas Asheôs career and his small output of poetry.  He then went on to 

speak of Padraic Pearse emphasizing his connection with Saint Endaôs School and the 

introduction of bilingual education there. Father OôFarrell concluded his talk with the recitation 

of ñLet Me Carry Your Cross for Ireland Lord.ò   

A special meeting of the Branch was held on June 5, 1918 and presided over by Denis 

OôConnor.  A resolution of gratitude and honorary membership was given to the treasurer, Frank 

McCann, as he entered military service.  July 18 saw the Branchôs last ceili of the season.  To the 

songs and dances Peter Elias Magennis added an appeal to support the Gaelic American which 

he described as ñone of the few papers left to put Irelandôs cause before the people of America.ò  

The Branch also answered an appeal for the paper giving $48.50 while the Carmelite Fathers 

donated $100.  The ceili of the William Pearse Branch held at the Carmelite Hall brought in 

money for the paper as well as for the Fair Trial Fund of Jeremiah OôLeary, Patrick McCartan 

and Liam Mellows.  This latter was the benefit of the $100 raised at the Carmelite Branchôs ceili 

on September 7.  That December, the Branch gave $50 to the Fund and Magennis and Miss Kitty 

Murphy raised $409 more.
65

   

That year of 1918 was a very active one for Peter Elias Magennis.  Besides all the events he 

attended at the Carmelite Branch, he did the following: spoke to the Gaelic League at St. 

Michaelôs Monastery in West Hoboken, NJ; preached on the 1916 Irish Martyrs at a Mass in the 

Carmelite Church and on the same subject at Carnegie Hall; spoke on ñOld Talks of the Old 

Landò to two Branches in Brooklyn; had his letter read at an Irish Progressive League meeting at 

the Central Opera House; attended the McDonough Branch ceili in the Bronx; was present at the 

dedication of the monument at Michael Murrayôs grave in the Bronx; lectured at meetings of the 

OôRahilly, OôDwyer and Holland Branches.  Added to all these, he performed at the Carmelite 

Church the wedding of Margaret Cutley, a famous street preacher.  

On Sunday, March 31, 1918, there was a meeting at Carnegie Hall with Peter Elias Magennis 

presiding as chairman.  The meeting was decidedly anti British in tone and The New York Times 

stated that this meeting took place when 2,000 Americans were about to enter battle in Europe 
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with the British and French.  Jeremiah OôLeary, whose trial was to begin the next day spoke at 

the meeting.
66

  

The Carmelite Branch supported the Fair Trial Fund established on behalf of Jeremiah OôLeary, 

Patrick McCartan and Liam Mellows.  OôLeary was an innocent victim of Woodrow Wilsonôs 

attempt to link Sinn Feiners with German subversion.  OôLeary had indiscreetly corresponded 

with a Madame Marie K. Victoria who was a German spy arrested in April, 1914.  At that time it 

was announced she was involved in Sinn Fein plots.  This was minor to the charges against 

OôLeary of treason and obstructing justice.  These actions in the opinions of some were 

perpetrated by the Wilson administration.
67

      

Jeremiah OôLeary had gone  into hiding on the West Coast but was captured, returned to New 

York and placed in the Tombs prison.  After his trial began in 1917, he contracted Spanish Flu 

and was brought to the prison ward of Bellevue Hospital whose chaplains were the Carmelites.  

OôLearyôs recovery was so slow that the district attorney tried to have him examined by a court 

appointed physician.  OôLeary protested strongly that his own attorney and doctor be present.  

His trial was eventually resumed and it ended in his exoneration. 

While he was in Bellevue, the Carmelites saw to it that he was well cared for.  He later wrote: 

ñI want to pay my respects to the good Carmelite Fathers.  These men 

have constantly attended me.  Not a day passes that óJoeô Eastman, a 

novice at the Carmelite Priory, does not visit me and bring chicken, fruit 

and other delicacies sent by Father OôConnor of the Carmelite Order.  

Father Magennis visits me frequently and comforts me with his news 

chats.  Father OôFlanagan and Father Slattery have given me many a 

pleasant call, while Father OôFarrell, fiery patriot, has not forgotten me.  

While on duty he visits this sad and melancholy place.  As long as I live, I 

shall not forget the constant kindness of these good priests.  True 

missionaries are they who understand the sufferings of the sick  They have 

visited and attended the sick and dying here for many years, prayed for 

them, as their souls were passing from this wicked place to a paradise 

made possible by their spiritual care.  Few people know the nobility of 

their work.  Their awards are awaiting them in the great storehouse of 

blessings whence has emanated all we have and are.ò
68
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After OôLeary was exonerated, the Carmelite Branch of the FOIF took a box at the public 

reception given him at the Lexington Theater on May, 25, 1919.  It is unusual in his presentation 

at this affair that OôLeary mentioned Bellevueôs doctors but not the Carmelite chaplains. 

 Liam Mellows was involved in two criminal cases which were also violations of federal laws.  

In the past, there was a tendency not to separate the two and this has resulted in some confusion.  

Additionally, The New York Times seems to have had a vendetta for Mellows and reflected this 

in reporting  these cases. 

      Liam Mellows, Patrick McCartan and James Clarkin wanted to return to Ireland but could 

not do so through normal channels as they had been forced to leave Ireland surreptitiously 

because they were wanted by the British.  All three filled out forms, using aliases and fictitious 

data but enclosing real pictures, to obtain from the New York Collector of Customs seamen 

certificates of American citizenship.  Once granted they would use these to travel to Ireland as 

seamen.  

     It would seem in November, 1917, McCartan was arrested in Halifax, Canada and Mellows 

was apprehended in New York City  and both were placed in the Tombs prison.  They, along 

with Clarkin, were indicted on December 3, 1917 for perjury and for conspiracy to defraud the 

United States.  Clarkin was never apprehended and his case was nol prossed on February 1, 

1932. 

     On December 13, 1917, Mellows pleaded not guilty and was given bail but the amount was 

not noted. McCartan did the same a week later and his bail was $7,500.  Martin Conboy was the 

lawyer for Mellows and he filed a demurrer on December 27 for each of the two counts.  This 

meant that Conboy did not dispute the truth of the allegations but denied that each was  sufficient 

grounds for legal action.  It was not until May 23, 1918 that the demurrers were argued before 

Judge Learned Hand.  He ruled on June 18 that the perjury charge was out but that the 

conspiracy charge stood.   

     Not quite a year later, on May 1, 1919, Liam Mellows and Patrick McCartan received a 

second indictment for the same event but  for conspiracy to defraud the United States. On May 

14, both pleaded guilty before Judge Hand who fined each of them $125.  A nolle prosequi was 

issued for both of them on May 21, 1920.  This was all done with the understanding that a prison 

sentence would not be imposed.    

       The other case of Liam Mellows was his refusal to register for the draft at New York Cityôs 

Local Board 129.  There is no record of his registration in the boardôs chronological list or in the 

actual registration cards. Liam explained to the board that he owed allegiance only to one 

country, Ireland, and could not serve in a war on the side of England.  This federal offense 

caused him to have hearings before a United States Commissioner and the charges were 

dismissed.   
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   Mellows also worked as an organizer for the FOIF.  Both Mellows and McCartan were 

questioned about a supposed German plot.  Either because none existed or because they knew 

nothing of one, they were able to furnish no information and were eventually released.  Some 

saw significance in this as it was towards the end of the 1917 mayoral campaign in New York 

where John Purroy Mitchell, seeking reelection,  was trying to keep together his fusion of 

various nationalistic groups.
69

   

There were other persons intensely involved in the Irish Freedom Movement, closely associated 

with the Carmelites and influential in varying degrees with the Carmelite Branch.  Joseph 

McGarrity had come from Ireland to Philadelphia at the age of sixteen and became a wealthy 

man.  Before he left home, he made his oath and joined the Clan na Gael.  He organized the Clan 

in Philadelphia and was elected district officer.  In this position he became one of the chief men 

in the Movement channeling into it a good portion of his wealth.  Patrick McCartan had qualified 

as a medical doctor in Ireland.  While in the United States on another mission, he was made the 

envoy of the Supreme Council of the Irish Republican Brotherhood.  Liam Mellows came to 

America at the request of the same Supreme Council when he had eluded capture after the 1916 

Rising.  All three considered the 1916 Irish Declaration of Independence an actuality and simply 

sought its recognition.  Peter Elias Magennis supported them in their uncompromising stand.  

Much activity of the Carmelite Branch reflected this position.  John Devoy and Daniel Cohalan, 

on the other hand, spoke simply in terms of Irish ñself determination.ò  

In the midst of the turmoil following the encounter of John Cardinal Farley and Peter Elias 

Magennis over the latterôs address at the Madison Square Garden rally, the Second Irish Race 

Convention convened on May 18, 1918 at the Central Opera House, 67th Street near Third 

Avenue.  The speeches made were described to President Wilson as ñmost seditious.ò
70

   The 
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New York Times
71

   reported that official stenographic transcripts of this FOIF meeting were 

given to Francis Caffey, United States District Attorney, and to Chief Charles Woody of the 

Department of Justiceôs Secret Service.  Peter Elias Magennis, Mrs. Sheey-Skeffington, Patrick 

McCartan, Peter Golden and Liam Mellows, ñthe exiled Sinn Fein leader,ò were the speakers.   

 The Times made the point that when Mellows had been captured in November, 1917, the Secret 

Service found in his papers a document that had the following statement, ñI knew there was an 

existing agreement with Germany that óif the course of the war allowed itô they would set up an 

independent Ireland.ò This all brought about a protest to Cardinal Farley that the United States 

should not be a base for hostile Sinn Fein action against Britain.  An attempt was made to link 

this May 18 Irish Race Convention with the rally of May 4 that was the cause of the Farley-

Magennis confrontation.  Magennis, though at the FOIF Convention, was reported unavailable 

for comment after the meeting because he was out of town.   

When Victor Herbert expressed disinterest at the Convention in serving another term as president 

of the FOIF, Magennis was elected.  When this was protested to Monsignor Carroll, the 

cardinalôs secretary, as a violation of Farleyôs ban of Magennis participating in political 

meetings, Carroll replied with the scholastic like distinction that ñholding an office is not 

participating in a meeting.ò
72

      

John Devoyôs Gaelic American was barred from the mails by the United States Postal Service 

with the issue of January 19, 1918.  Several subsequent issues were also barred.  September 9, 

1918 the paperôs second class permit, absolutely necessary for the paperôs existence because of 

the inexpensive postal rates it granted, was revoked.  The reason given was that the paperôs 

denunciation of England was critical of an United States ally.  Devoy had been careful at the 

outset of the war to avoid criticizing participation in the war or American officials but he had not 

restrained himself in his criticism of  ñAnglophile Americansò opposed to Ireland.
73

    The 

Carmelite Branch joined other Branches of the FOIF in support of the Gaelic American.  At a 

Branch meeting Peter Elias Magennis called it ñone of the few papers left to put Irelandôs case 

before the people of America.ò
74

  Besides promoting newsstand sales, collections were taken up 

at meetings of the Carmelite Branch and at others to support the paper. 

After his election as FOIF president, Magennis headed a delegation that included Judge John 

Goff, Father Thomas Hurton and eight others  to present President Wilson the resolutions passed 

at the Second Irish Race Convention.  They were briefer than those of the First and also milder in 

tone.  Though the resolutions did not mention the right of Ireland to self determination, they 
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presumed this.
75

   The delegation failed to see the president and were at fist rebuffed by his 

secretary, Joseph Tumulty but he later accepted the resolutions.
76

  

October 26, 1918, a general letter of Magennis as president of the FOIF was published in the 

Irish Press.  He listed all the organizations that were present at the Second Irish Race Convention 

and stated that the purpose of the convention was to adopt a resolution addressed to President 

Wilson and Congress urging them to support self determination for the people of Ireland.  The 

convention also formed a general basis for the federation of all Irish men and women into one 

organization aimed at securing liberty for Ireland.  Citing the bases of the claims of Ireland for 

self determination, he classed them as strong and clear.  Because many Americans were fighting 

to secure freedom from oppression, it was time for the United States to secure the independence 

of Ireland.  Stating this as one of the goals of the FOIF, Magennis said to his readers that they 

must stand in the way of those who would deprive the Irish of this goal.  He called for the 

publicity of this cause in local papers and the printed media.  In elections, he called for voting for 

those sympathetic to the Irish cause.  Those present at the convention knew they had the feelings 

of all of America on their side.  Magennis called upon his readers to organize this sympathy and 

make it effective for the independence of Ireland.    

The Carmelite Branch began 1919 at Our Lady of the Scapular with a ceili.  In February, 

Lawrence D. Flanagan lectured on ñIrelandôs Burden by the Unionò pointing out how the 

economy of Ireland was depressed and weakened by her ties to England.  March saw another 

ceili and in that same month Mary McWhorter spoke on ñThe Necessity of Irish Organization 

Among Women in America.ò   April had another ceili and in that same month the Carmelite, 

Hugh Dominic Devlin, lectured the Branch on ñThe Standard of a Nationôs Greatness.ò Liam 

Mellows spoke in May on the ñIndustrial Resources of Irelandò while June saw Gerard OôFarrell 

speak on ñThomas McDonough, the Martyr Poet of Ireland.ò  ñJoyce Kilmer, as I Knew Himò 

was the subject of Sheamus OôSheilôs presentation in July. 

The outstanding event of that year had to be the speech in August of John Devoy on ñThe ó67 

Movement and Its Spirit.ò   A musical program featuring selections of this period was presented 

and the Branchôs contribution to the Victory Fund was announced at this meeting.  September 

had Father Tim Shanley talk on ñIrelandôs Hidden Wealthò while Professor Thomas Lonergan 

gave a presentation in October.  It seems that Gerard OôFarrell made a second presentation of 

ñHow Does She standò to the Carmelite Branch and the text was published in the Irish Press.  At 

the December meeting, Peter Elias Magennis was elected president of the Carmelite Branch and 

they immediately pledged $5,000 to the Irish Republic Bond Issue.  Later the same month, 

Father OôDonnell gave the lecture ñIreland Illustrated.ò   
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The Central Opera House held on January 5, 1919 a mass meeting under the auspices of the Irish 

Progressive League to celebrate the Sinn Fein election victory.  The New York Times reported 

the following day that Father Magennis stated that this election clearly indicated that the Irish 

desired nothing less than independence.  With that December 1918 election held in the presence 

of British troops and ships, people oppressed with fear and most candidates in prison, he saw this 

as the only possible interpretation.  The day before, he had made similar remarks at a Clan na 

Gael meeting.  After pointing out the presence of John Devoy, Magennis singled him our for 

praise.  To the Ancient Order of Hibernians that same month, he showed that Ireland from the 

point of view of economics and politics, could assume its place among the nations of the world.  

His aim was to instill pride in the ñold countryò as he called it. 

Magennis traveled to Middletown, NY that February 9 for a mass meeting at the Stratton 

Theater.  Father McClancy, Dean of the Catholics in Orange County, local leaders, Liam 

Mellows, Fathers Felix A. McCaffrey and Peter Elias Magennis all spoke. Magennis 

concentrated on presenting Irelandôs undeniable and indisputable right to independence and 

Father Felix McCaffrey of Transfiguration Church in Tarrytown demonstrated the almost 

complete destruction of Ireland under alien governments.  He  presented resolutions petitioning 

President Woodrow Wilson to present the claims of Ireland at the Paris Peace Conference. 

Entertainment was a singing and dancing exhibition by the children of the Carmeliteôs 

Manhattan school.
77

  

The Third Irish Race Convention, under the auspices of the FOIF, was held in Philadelphia 

February 22-3, 1919.  Peter Elias Magennis as national president presided at the meeting.  James 

Cardinal Gibbons of Baltimore was the most prominent of the many bishops present. After citing 

the large growth of the FOIF in the past year, Magennis contended that the organizationôs 

purpose was to present the cause of Ireland to the American people.  He questioned the Irish 

policies of Woodrow Wilson.  Because Magennis would soon be leaving the United States, he 

said he could not be president again.  Despite this stated reluctance and his enumeration of the 

high talents to be sought in his successor, he was again elected president.  Denis Cardinal 

Daugherty, Archbishop of Philadelphia, opened one session with prayer and Cardinal Gibbons 

presented the resolution that asked President Wilson to apply to Ireland at the Peace Conference 

the same principles including self determination as would be applied to other small nations. The 

conflict between  President Wilson and Judge Cohalan had blossomed and Wilson in 

consequence was against the FOIF and its efforts for representation at the Paris Peace 

Conference. The constitution and by laws of the group were passed at the convention and were 

published afterwards with additional material. A biography of Magennis with a picture covers 
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two pages and is followed by many classic Irish speeches and poems. Many pictures and ads fill 

out the brochure.
78

  

At this FOIF Convention, Joseph McGarrity proposed a collection for the Irish Victory Fund.  

On May 1, 1919 a letter was sent out above the signatures of Peter Elias Magennis as president 

and Diarmuid Lynch as the national secretary.  The letter stated that the money raised would be 

spent in the United States to inform and educate people about the Irish cause.  This was a 

surprise because some including McGarrity, Liam Mellows and Patrick McCartan felt that the 

money should be sent to Ireland.
79

   The disposition of these funds later became a source of 

contention between the De Valera and Cohalan who was supported by John Devoy.  The former 

wanted the funds raised to be sent to Ireland while the latter wished them spent in the United 

States in political activity especially to prevent the United States joining the League of Nations.
80

   

That April 29, Magennis was at Boston Common for the Irish Republic Anniversary Celebration 

and in his presentation praised William Cardinal OôConnell for addressing an Irish meeting at 

New Yorkôs Madison Square Garden.  Recalling the recent Race Convention in Philadelphia, 

Magennis called it an event in which every person of Irish affection could take pride. He used the 

occasion to lash out at the American media for their misrepresentation of the views and position 

of Ireland.  Despite all these activities, Magennis found time to become an American citizen and 

that June was sworn in by  Judge Learned Hand with Denis OôConnor and James Wilson as 

witnesses.  He also appeared in the rotogravure section of The New York Times when he was 

present at the arrival of Eamon De Valera at the Waldorf Astoria on June 23.   

That July 10, Magennis was present at the Madison Square Garden meeting honoring De Valera 

where he accompanied him to the platform and announced to the people that he was himself an 

American citizen having been sworn in the previous month.  After citing the bravery of the 

American troops, Magennis made the point that the Irish never refused to fight for America. 

They just refused to fight for England who has continually oppressed them.  While in Boston that 

July, he administered the Last Rites, as they were then called, to Mrs. Jeremiah Carroll, the wife 

of the author of The Felons of Our Land. 

Denis OôConnor led Battalion 1 of the 1919 Saint Patrickôs Day Parade.  The Tomas Kent 

Branch, the Gaelic League, the Philo Celtic Society, the Harlem Gaelic Society and St. Endaôs 

Gaelic Society  joined the Carmelite Branch to form this group.  He also lectured to the Gaelic 

League on the writings of Padraic Pearse.  On this same subject, Gerard OôFarrell delivered a 
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lecture to St. Endaôs Gaelic Society, spoke at a memorial for Padraic Pearse, addressed a number 

of New York Branches and spoke in Jersey City where they hoped to begin a Branch. Under the 

title of ñEnglish Militarismò OôFarrell related to the Cumann na mBan his experiences in Ireland 

when he was there for the provincial chapter.  

Denis OôConnor is often referred to in newspaper accounts as Monsignor.  It is an extremely rare 

occurrence for a religious order priest to receive this honor.  Perhaps the source of this error is 

the false account printed in 1919 that OôConnor  had been made a Monsignor by Benedict XV.
81

    

The Carmelite Branch had a ceili in February, 1920 as well as a lecture by the Reverend Doctor 

James Gratton Mythen.  Denis OôConnor was the marshal of Battalion 9 of the Saint Patrickôs 

Day Parade and the Carmelite school children as well as the Carmelite Branch marched in his 

group.  That same month Thomas Lonergan lectured the Branch on ñThe Gaelic Movement in 

Ireland.ò  Notice was made to the gathering of Father Lawrence Flanaganôs Friday night classes 

in Irish history which were followed by Gaelic classes.   On the next evening, March 28, the 

Branch had its usual monthly meeting and passed resolutions of sympathy to Mrs. Thomas 

MacCurtain of Cork whose husband had been assassinated.  The perennial socialist candidate for 

president, Norman Thomas, spoke to the Branch in April on ñA Substitute for Imperialism.ò 

Denis OôConnor was featured at a mass meeting at the Earl Carroll Theater on Sunday, March 16 

1919 to commemorate Saint Patrickôs Day and to demand the release of Eamon De Valera from 

prison.  Carmelites were present at a meeting held at the Central Opera House on February 28, 

1920 to celebrate the presence of De Valera in New York.  Both Fathers OôConnor and OôFarrell 

were present for a similar meeting at the Garrick Theater on June 27, 1920.
82

   

When speaking at the Saint Columcille Branchôs Communion Breakfast, Denis OôConnor said 

the Carmelite Branch would follow their example and have such an affair.  He was true to his 

word and it occurred in May, the following month.  The Branchôs May meeting featured a 

mystery speaker, an unnamed man who had just returned from Ireland.   

Hugh Devlin delivered at the June meeting his sixth presentation entitled ñAn Apostle of Sinn 

Fein.ò  There was an ominous tone to the meeting in the resolution passed condemning the 

Gaelic American for its support of Daniel Cohalan in his attempt to control the FOIF.  The paper 

in turn printed an attack on this Carmelite Branch resolution.  It stated that no discussion was 

allowed and that it represented a gross misstatement of fact.  It further went on to say that one of 

the Carmelites, probably Denis OôConnor, expressed the substance of the resolution to other 

papers and he also supported the Irish Progressive League.  Without naming him, the Gaelic 

American also called OôConnor the most active retailer of calumny for over a year. 

                                                           
81

 Isacsson, The Carmelites of New York 16-32. 
 
82

 Posters, 150/721, 150/1283, De Valera Papers, UCD; Bonzano Report, Washington, DC, March 23, 1920, ACEEA, 
Pos 239, f 125. 
 



45 
 

The August meeting saw a resolution passed in support of Terrence MacSwineyôs hunger strike 

and as long as this continued, Mass was offered for him and his associates every day in the 

Carmelite Church.  A Communion Mass was held for them on November at the Carmelite 

Church but by this time the Carmelite Branch had switched is affiliation to the American 

Association for the Recognition of the Irish Republic. 

Gerard OôFarrell is reported to have spoken in 1920 to seven or eight Branches of the FOIF.  

They were located throughout the city and, of course, enhanced his reputation and that of the 

Carmelites.  Denis OôConnor did not speak this often in 1920 but he was present at the meeting 

of the national committee of the FOIF at the Waldorf Astoria in May where he was a supporter 

of the resolution made by eighty-eight Congressmen protesting the English treatment of Irish 

prisoners.  He was also a member of the group planning the visit of Archbishop Daniel Mannix.  

When Mannix came down the Hudson River by dayliner, OôConnor and Monsignor Luke Burs 

boarded the boat at Poughkeepsie and they were met at the 42nd Street pier by Archbishop 

Hayes and a delegation of New York priests.  OôConnor accompanied the archbishop when he 

visited the offices of the Irish World.  When Mannix was arrested off the Irish coast by the 

English navy and brought to England to prevent his landing in Ireland, there was a protest 

meeting at Madison Square Garden where the Carmelites received a warm welcome on entering 

the arena. 

Fathers OôConnor, Slattery and Metcalf were at the mass meeting gathered to send a common 

message of encouragement to Terrence MacSwiney and this was repeated at a gathering at 

Eblingôs Casino.  After MacSwiney had died, a memorial was held at the Polo Grounds at which 

it was reported 100,000 attended.  When Denis OôConnor and three Carmelites entered the field, 

the crowds cheered. It was reported that a parade of groups of Irish societies in support of Eamon 

De Valera was held under the lead of Gerard OôFarrell.  They marched from 180th Street and 

Third Avenue presumably but not necessarily downtown. 

When Mrs. Terrence MacSwiney and Mary MacSwiney arrived in New York on December 4, it 

was the Carmelite children in Gaelic costume that met them at the pier and paraded them to the 

St. Regis Hotel.  Before entering, Mrs MacSwiney left her carriage to give a special greeting to 

the children. 

That December was the 25th Anniversary of ordination of Denis OôConnor.  At the reception at 

the Carmelite Hall were both MacSwineys, Harry Boland, Patrick McCartan, James OôMara and 

E. J. Burke, the latter four being TDôs, that is members of the Irish Dail or parliament. 

Father Tim Shanley spoke to the Branch in September on Irish tradition.  This meeting was 

significant because a resolution was passed to withhold all funds from the National Executive 

Board of the FOIF until they were made responsible to the general membership.  This was  

ominous because it was an indication of the fighting going on behind the scenes between the pro 

and the anti De Valera factions.  That October, the Carmelite Branch held two ceilis.  The first 
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was to bring to New York an Irish mayor who would tell of the evils perpetrated by the English 

in Ireland.  The second was dampened by the death of Terrence MacSwiney.  That same month 

the Hiberno Film Company gave an exhibition and Gerard OôFarrell spoke at the Branchôs 

meeting the last day of the month.
83

   

 This also marked the end of the affiliation to the FOIF of the Carmelite Branch.  On October 20, 

1920, Eamon De Valera announce the formation of a new organization the American Association 

for the Recognition of the Irish Republic (AARIR).  Beginning that November, 1920,  the 

meetings of the Carmelite Branch were under the auspices of this new organization. The group 

was renamed  the Carmelite Council.  It was not until that November that the constitution of the 

AARIR was completed.
84

 

It did not take long for the Cohalan faction to assume control of the FOIF.  The organizations 

newsletter issued November 19, 1920 by Diarmuid Lynch, National Secretary, was an open and 

strong defense of the judgeôs direction of the Friends.   

When president of the FOIF, Peter Elias Magennis increased the activity of the group.  So many 

Branches were founded in the New York area within a year of his election that there was no 

longer room in the schedule section of the  Gaelic American to list them all.  He also began 

Branches in other states and started the tendency to hold FOIF meetings in church buildings such 

as school halls or auditoriums.  He gave his definite imprint to this organization of the Irish 

Freedom Movement.  He was able to turn many priests from their conservative view of Irish 

nationalism to his own more active and  radical form because of the priest friendships he had 

made in the years of his parish mission work.
85

   It was a loss for the FOIF that he was elected 

the prior general of the Carmelites but a blessing for the Carmelites.  He did much for the 

revitalization of the order. 

Though Peter Elias Magennis held the presidency of the FOIF until June, 1920, he was able to 

participate in the activities of the organization only until late August, 1919 when he sailed for  

Rome and the general chapter of the Carmelite order that September. At the chapter he was 

elected prior general of the entire order.  Because this post required his residence in Rome, he 

resigned as president of the FOIF. July 30, 1920, the National Council met and after accepting 

Magennisô resignation, elected as president Michael J. Gallagher, the Bishop of Detroit.   He was 

a champion of Daniel Cohalan and  his election assured Cohalanôs control of the FOIF.  From 
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this time the FOIF went into a decline and writing of this, Eamon De Valera stated, ñThat was a 

severe setback to the cause of Irish freedom.  Had Fr. McGuinness [sic] been able to continue as 

president I am confidant that many of the later disastrous differences which arose in the 

Organization would never have occurred.  Bishop Gallagher, whose views were quite different 

succeeded Father McGuinness [sic].ò
86
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Chapter 8 

 

The American Association for the Recognition of the Irish Republic 

  

     Judge Daniel F. Cohalan gained control of the Friends of Irish Freedom with the accession of 

Bishop Michael Gallagher to its presidency after the resignation of Peter Elias Magennis.  The 

entire policy and actions of the FOIF changed.  The fact is that Cohalan and John Devoy, united 

together, ceased their support of Eamon De Valera for many and complex reasons.  This rift does 

not concern us here except as how it affects the Carmelites.  They had always with vigor and 

constancy supported De Valera.  When the Cohalan people ceased to be supportive of De Valera, 

he announced on October 20, 1920 the formation of a new organization, the American 

association for the Recognition of the Irish Republic (AARIR).     The Carmelite Branch joined 

the new organization as the Carmelite Council. Patrick McCartan, a De Valera aide, regretted 

that the AARIR had not been started earlier because of the large numbers that joined and had not 

been in previous groups.
87

       

     One indication of the bad feelings that came to exist between the pro and anti De Valera 

forces is a resolution that came from the Carmelite Branch of the FOIF shortly before it left that 

group and joined the AARIR.  At the Republican National Convention, June 1920, Eamon De 

Valera presented a resolution calling for the recognition of the Irish Republic.  Daniel Cohalan, 

claiming to represent the National Committee of the FOIF, presented a resolution merely asking 

for self determination for Ireland.  Lawrence D. Flanagan was stationed at the Carmelite parish at 

the time and drew up in his own hand a document containing resolutions and some motions and 

presented them to the Carmelite Council for adoption.  They noted that Ireland was proclaimed a 

republic in December, 1918 and the Council viewed with alarm the fact that Cohalan claimed to 

speak for the FOIF, that the Gaelic American maliciously attacked the elected representative of 

Ireland, Eamon De Valera, and interfered with his work.  Support for De Valera in his efforts to 

gain full and formal recognition of the Republican Government for Ireland was pledged by the 

resolutions of the Carmelite Council.
88

   

In 1920, Marie De Buitleir noted the resurgence of the national spirit among the clergy and 

attributed it to Father Magennis.  At that time he was given the honor of becoming a grandee of 
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Spain which carried with it the dubious privilege of standing the kingôs presence with oneôs head 

covered. 

That August, rumors circulated about the FOIF and its control. The Irish World regretted the 

action of the ñcliqueò that engineered the election of Bishop Michael Gallagher as Magennisô 

successor in the presidency of the FOIF.  Magennis was in transit to the United States from 

Rome at the time and despite appeals to delay his replacement until he could be present, the 

election was carried out by this ñclique.ò  Gallagher was treated with respect when he arrived to 

assume his functions because the Magennis supporters treated him with the respect which had 

been denied Magennis. $45,000 was reported as having been spent on salaries in the past month 

and the comment was made that the ñcliqueò was reaping a golden harvest.
89

       

In response to a letter of Magennis from Rome, Diarmuid Lynch, the national secretary of the 

FOIF, expressed shock at the attacks on the leadership of the FOIF.  Lynch told Magennis he 

understood why he wanted his FOIF successor to be Frank P. Walsh.  Lynch objected on the 

grounds that Walsh had never attended a National Council or National Executive meeting.  

Trying to squelch the rumor that Magennis had been forced out, Lynch told Magennis that his 

resignation was read at a meeting and Bishop Gallagher was elected because he was present.  In 

conclusion, Lynch predicted that those trying to destroy the FOIF were headed for disaster.
90

    

 In that same month of August, 1920, Harry Boland gathered a small group and held a meeting to 

forestall Cohalanôs plans.  Their firm conclusion was that the De Valera had the final say and 

that Daniel Cohalan is to be advised by three members of the group at that meeting that they 

were to control him.  Finally, John Devoy had to apologize for his Gaelic American article and 

its accusations involving De Valera.
91

  

The Carmelite Council, now that it has switched its allegiance to the AARIR, continued the same 

type of meetings it had conducted under the banner of the FOIF.  The Council had a Communion 

Mass at the Carmelite Church in November, 1920 for Terrence MacSwiney and the other hunger 

strikers.  When MacSwiney eventually died from his strike, Cardinal Hayes had a Mass for him 

in New Yorkôs St. Patrick Cathedral.  In the aftermath of the event, some of those attending 

desecrated a British flag in Rockefeller Center.  This drew the attention of the Apostolic 

Delegate who reported it to the Vatican.
92

     

That November Peter McGettrick presented three short plays and Thomas Lonergan spoke at the 

Councilôs anniversary celebration for the Manchester Martyrs. Though its intentions had been 
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declared before this, the Carmelite Council voted formally on November 28 to leave the FOIF 

and join the AARIR.  One of the first actions under this new title was to call for a convention 

aimed at securing recognition for the Irish Republic and to assist the Irish people in their 

suffering at the hands of the English.  This was to take place on December 12 at the Lexington 

Theater.  

That same November, Father Michael OôFlanagan, the Sinn Fein leader, came to the United 

States.  Because he stayed with the Carmelites, he was present often at meetings of the Carmelite 

Council and at its other activities.  A delegation headed by Denis OôConnor had met OôFlanagan 

at the pier.
93

  

 Beginning with 1921, the events of the Carmelite Council were reported less frequently in the 

papers.  The parish facilities were used by a larger number of groups and the Carmelites 

participated in many activities of other Councils throughout the city.  The first reported regular 

meeting of the Council that year was in March when Harry Boland spoke on the Irish Republican 

Army and 300 new Council members were enrolled.  In May, all received Communion at the 

Carmelite Church ñfor the dead who died for Ireland.ò  That summer, the Council gave $1,000 to 

the Irish Refugee Fund and the membership was reported as 1,621.  The Council was well 

represented at the Madison Square Garden reception held to welcome Harry Boland on his return 

from Ireland.  Acknowledged as the largest Council, it was significant that it cabled 

congratulations to Eamon De Valera on his reelection in 1921 and also cabled Lloyd George, the 

English Prime Minister, their disapproval of his efforts to stifle self determination for Ireland.  

They affirmed their support for De Valera and the Dail Eireann.  

Denis OôConnor, as treasurer of the committee, had a meeting in Madison Square Garden 

January 6, 1921 under the banner of the New York State Committee for the Relief of Suffering 

In Ireland.  The then former governor, Alfred E. Smith, was present and the meeting issued a 

statement of their purpose and made an appeal for funds. 

There was a reception that June 15 at Huntôs Point Palace for Father Magennis visiting at the 

time from Rome.  The speakers paid tribute to his work of giving missions and fighting for the 

Irish cause in the United States.  In his response, Magennis attacked British propaganda released 

in the United States because it did much to foster their own interests and hinder those of the 

Irish.  England, he claimed, had enticed America into World War I by saying it was for the rights 

of small nations.  Ireland had not received these rights and the United States should have known 

better because those who knew England had warned America.  Money and equipment supplied 

by the United States were being used to repress Irish aspirations.  Regretting the present 

condition of Ireland, he said that Ireland should not plead any more but demand what the English 

said was the purpose of the war, the rights of small nations. 
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 Besides the many occasions he spoke to various organizations, Denis OôConnor addressed 

Councils of the AARIR.  In 1921, he spoke to twenty-two different Councils that were reported.  

All seem to be in the New York area.
94

   Besides these venues, he spoke on March 1 at a protest 

meeting held at the Central Opera House by the Citizens of the Irish Republic and that same 

month at the Easter Week Commemoration of the reorganized Clan na Gael at the Lexington 

Theater.  That November, OôConnor spoke at the commemoration of the Manchester Martyrs at 

the Manhattan Opera House. 

     The National Executive Committee of the AARIR met in Washington on December 17, 

1921and passed a resolution which they cabled to the Dail Eireann.  Claiming a membership of 

700,000, they congratulated the government and the people of Ireland on the progress already 

made.  Continued support was pledged until there was complete and sovereign independence.  

They pledged to go ahead with the re-enrollment of the membership as a support of the 

organization in the face of duplicity of British action.  The statement was ratified by the New 

York state committee and endorsed by nine members including Denis OôConnor.
95

    

The reorganized Clan held an Easter Week Commemoration at which Denis OôConnor was 

prominent.  He also spoke at a celebration for the Manchester Martyrs.  In printing material 

about the split between John Devoy and Eamon De Valera, the Irish World quoted Peter Elias 

Magennis, ñThe moment a man or a machine or an organization or a clique gets bigger than the 

cause, get away from any or all of them because they have ceased to be of any good and have 

begun to do harm, no matter what the past record of any or all of them be.ò
96

  

 At the start of 1922, Denis OôConnor was one of the ten signers of a published document 

outlining the policy of the AARIR and inaugurating the enrollment drive directed by the State 

Board.  Countess Markiewicz accompanied by Kathleen Barry, sister of the martyred Kevin 

Barry, arrived in the United States on April 7 and that very evening, were present at an assembly 

of 500 officers from 115 Councils of the AARIR.  The purpose was to raise funds for the Irish 

Republican Party.  OôConnor presided and spoke as did both the Countess and Kathleen Barry.  

A reception for the Countess was held at Madison Square Garden on May 21. Its planning 

sessions had been held at the Carmelite Hall. 

That January, 1922, Denis OôConnor was reelected the president of the Carmelite Council.  He 

stated the motto of the Council was ñThe Republic of Ireland.ò  Support for the republic and 

Eamon De Valera were thereby affirmed.  The bazaar of Our Lady of the Scapular was held that 

Easter Week with support received in the form of a letter from the New York City headquarters 

of the AARIR. During the course of the bazaar, a car parked outside the hall was robbed.  In 
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reporting the theft, The New York Times on April 18 said the bazaar was for De Valeraôs benefit 

but the next day printed a correction made by the bazaarôs committee secretary, S. W. Johnson, 

that it was for the benefit of the school. 

At the April meeting of the Council, Father OôConnor reminded the membership of their pledge 

of $1,000 to the Republican Defense or Campaign Fund.  The Council gave $160 from their 

treasury, the Carmelite Fathers $100 and the remainder was collected from the gathering within 

five minutes.  The children of the Carmelite School danced and an Sceilig (J. J. OôKelly), 

president of the Gaelic League, expressed his pleasure at their excellent performance.  Father 

Michael OôFlanagan, residing with the Carmelites, spoke to the Council at their July meeting.  

That October, there was a ceili benefitting the Irish Dependents Fund. 

 The December meeting of the Council featured three speakers: Mrs. MacSwiney, Miss Kathleen 

Boland and Miss Linda M. Kearns.  Peter Elias Magennis wrote a letter to this same December 

14 meeting expressing his regret at being unable to attend.  Mentioning the death of Liam 

Mellows that December, he called him ñthe sweetest and noblest soul God ever made.ò  He cited 

Mellowsô work among the children and people of the Carmeliteôs east side parish.  Praising the 

mothers of Ireland who had seen their sons die, he asked the Council to keep these brave women 

in their prayers.
97

    

The speaking activities of Denis OôConnor that year were rather limited compared to the 

previous year.  Speaking at the Lexington Theater for the fifth anniversary of Easter Week, he 

said ñthere will be no peace until the Irish Republic is recognized.ò  To the Cathedral Council, he 

delivered a plea for the support of De Valera, a republic and complete separation from England.  

He was a member of the committee that set a reception at the pier on March 17 for the two Irish 

Republican delegates, Austin Stack and an Sceilig (J. J. OôKelly), on March 17.  Two days 

previously, the District Board passed a resolution of support for them.  A meeting of the 

presidents of the New York District on March 24 was held at the Carmelite Hall to finalize plans 

for the reception of these two.  It was held on March 26 at the Lexington Theater.  OôConnor 

pledged $1,000 from the Carmelite Council and a total of $65,000 was subscribed   

That same year, OôConnor spoke to the Michael Mellon Council and to the reorganized Clan na 

Gael on July 16 at the Lexington Theater protesting British aggression and the murder of 

Catholics in Ulster. Joseph McGarrity requested from Ireland the recognition of this reorganized 

Clan but it was withheld in the hope the opposing forces could be united.  Stephen OôMeara sent 

recognition between ñthe organization at home and those of the Clan in the States with whom 

you are associated.ò
98

  That July, OôConnor left for Ireland arriving in Cobh in time to dash to 

Dublin to join Peter Elias Magennis for the funeral of Harry Boland.
99
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 There is in 1923 a noticeable decline in the newspaper reports of activities at the Carmelite 

church, school and their Council of the AARIR. It is possible events occurred but were not 

submitted to the papers.  Support of De Valera generally decreased with the advent of the Civil 

War and the divisions in Ireland became more prominent causing the Irish Republican Army and 

the Republicans to be less visible.  There was also the decline of the AARIR.  There is also a 

falloff in Carmelite activity in this and subsequent years due to the death of OôConnor in 1924 

and of Gerard OôFarrell in 1926. 

     At a commemoration of the fourth anniversary of the Dail Eireann, Denis OôConnor told how 

he had the honor of walking out with Larry Ginnell when he was ejected from the Dail for asking 

whether it was a meeting of the Dail Eireann or the Partition Parliament.  This same Larry 

Ginnell, in Washington as envoy of the Republic, died on April 17, 1923.  There was a Mass for 

him at St. Matthewôs Cathedral in Washington and then in New York, he was buried from the 

Carmelite Church with great solemnity on April 21.   

     March 1, 1924, Denis OôConnor died and great tributes were paid to him by all those he was 

associated with. 

     One of the problems facing those in the United States involved in the Irish Freedom 

Movement including the Carmelite Fathers and all of their followers was the advent in the 

United States in June, 1919 of Eamon De Valera seeking American funds and recognition of the 

Irish Republic already proclaimed.  His visit, lasting until December, 1920, was triumphant for 

his supporters which, of course, included the Carmelites but it also brought division to the Irish 

in this country.  The coalition of Daniel Cohalan and the aged John Devoy involving American 

politics and the use of the funds gathered by the FOIF,  brought about a split in the American 

Irish into De Valera and anti De Valera factions.  On the contrary, news of Black and Tan 

atrocities, hunger strikes by Republican prisoners and De Valeraôs personal popularity, helped 

Americans subscribe over $5.5 million in Irish Republic bond certificates and at least another $5 

million in relief funds. The exiles did their duty well.  The FOIF and later the AARIR kept the 

people together for these results.
100

   

  

 In 1962, De Valera was, ñgoing through some old documents.ò  In an attempt to clear in his own 

mind the events of the past, he wrote to Lawrence Flanagan asking for his recollections of the 

demise of the FOIF.   In response, Flanagan, then in his seventieth year, confessed the fading of 

his memory but was able to recall that the flame of Irish independence was kept burning by the 

Irish Republican Brotherhood.  Through young enthusiastic men like Liam Mellows, they flamed 
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it into a raging fire through the FOIF.  He decried the use of the FOIF by certain unnamed 

persons who involved the group in American politics using it to advance their own political 

goals. Flanagan felt that both Magennis and OôConnor kept no records and promised he would 

try to remember those events.  Flanagan named Daniel Cohalan as the main person using the 

FOIF to advance his own political ambitions.  Diarmuid Lynch, in charge of the FOIFôs 

headquarters in New York City, was seen by Flanagan as falling in line with  Judge Cohalan.  

John Devoy and the Gaelic American he recalled as being completely in Cohalanôs hands.
101

  

     Writing again in response to De Valeraôs request for more information, Flanagan cited Elias 

Magennis and Denis OôConnor as always being among his most loyal supporters and totally 

opposed to Daniel Cohalan and John Devoy.  He also narrated their earnest support, along with 

some other priests, for the FOIF.  Flanagan gave the numerical strength of the FOIF as the main 

reason why Cohalan sought its control.  He incorporated the group in New York State and by 

having himself and his trusted cronies appointed trustees, Cohalan gained control of the group 

and its treasury of well over a million dollars.  All of this moved the Carmelite Branch and others 

to come to the AARIR as soon as it was founded. Another reason for DeValera beginning this 

new organization was to use it to funnel back to Ireland the money he raised in the Bond Drive.  

This amounted to at least $6,000,000.
102
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Chapter 9 

The Farley Magennis Incident 

 

     The Irish Progressive League scheduled a meeting for Madison Square Garden, then located 

at 26th Street and Madison Avenue, for May 4, 1918.  The purpose was to protest British 

conscription in Ireland for World War I.  Mrs. William Jay of 850 Park Avenue, acting for the 

Ultimate Committee for the Severance of All Social and Professional Relations with Enemy 

Sympathizers, protested for the cancellation of this meeting to the New York Life Insurance 

Society, the owners of the Garden.  Dr. William T. Hornaday, a trustee of the American Defense 

Society, made another objection to the New York Port Enemy Alien Bureau.
103

   

     These attempts to halt the meeting failed.  As could have been expected, the meeting was 

decidedly anti-British in tone.  The Irish were protesting that the English, long their oppressor, 

were now allied to the United States in the Great War.  America in helping England against the 

Germans was unwittingly assisting in the further oppression of Ireland.   

     Madison Square Garden, which seated 8,000, was half filled for the gathering.  Many priests, 

soldiers and sailors were present.  The listed speakers were Peter Elias Magennis, Liam Mellows, 

Jenny Weinberger, John Devoy, Peter Golden, Joseph D. Cannion, Mrs. Hanna Sheehy-

Skeffington, Mrs Agnes Neuman, Nora Connolly, James Maurer of the Pennsylvania Department 

of Labor and Joseph P. Cannon.  Other speakers were listed on the program but were not called 

upon because of the lateness of the hour.      

    After Magennis expressed his pleasure after being called upon to preside at a meeting so 

largely attended, he continued: 

 ñI know who you are; I know what has brought you here and I 

consequently know the privilege you possess.  I remember when I was 

asked to be the chairman of this meeting that I was engaged in missionary 

work and towards the end of my work I was asked by a young boy, well, 

say twenty-one or twenty-two years of age - he was the fourth of his 

family to be conscripted - he said to me, ñFather, I have done your mission 

and would you be so kind as to speak a few words to my mother; for she 

comes from the Old Land and I am her baby boy. 

     ñI went to the mother as he desired and spoke a few comforting words 

to her about the boyôs mission.  This was his country and he was not 
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afraid.  The old fighting blood was in him and soon I brought a little joy to 

the heart of the mother.  Then, going out, the young fellow said to me, 

óWe are going over and when we have things settled in France, trust me, I 

will give a hand to the old country to make things all right there.ô 

[Applause ]   Coming out of the door, he said, óFather I love my country, 

America.  I will die for it but there is no country in Europe worthy to rule 

the country from which my mother came.ô [ Applause ]ò   

       Then Magennis came to Mrs. Jay, who had tried to prevent the meeting.  He wondered how 

many years she had at the front.  He then cited the presence of Irish at Lexington, Bunker Hill 

and Saratoga in an effort to show the audience their forbears were patriotic.  Resolutions against 

conscription in Ireland because it was seen as an attempt to exterminate the Irish and a call for 

the support of this from all Americans beginning with Woodrow Wilson were passed.
104

   One 

account describes how, in an effort to drown out Magennis, a band outside the Garden began to 

play as he started his speech.   He yielded the platform to Liam Mellows, who also, 

unfortunately, attacked Mrs. Jay in his speech and urged his audience, as Irish citizens, to resist 

conscription of the Irish into the English army.  John Devoy also addressed the gathering.
105

    

Two days later, stenographic copies of the speeches were handed over to the Department of 

Justice to see if there were any violations of the laws of the United States.
106

     

     The people, who had tried unsuccessfully to prevent the rally, protested the speech of Peter 

Elias Magennis to John Cardinal Farley, Archbishop of New York.  The letter expressed the 

hope that the cardinal would not allow any of his priests to make any further seditious or 

unpatriotic utterances.  On May 21, Mrs. Francis C. Barlow released the news that on May 10, 

she had sent a protest to President Wilson, Mayor John Hylan of New York and Cardinal Farley 

stating that the ñU.S. should not be made the base of hostile Sinn Fein action vs. Great Britain.ò  

Barlow released these texts and reported that Wilson acknowledged the receipt of the protest but 

that no word had come from Farley whose secretary, Monsignor Thomas Carroll, had received 

on May 18 an  additional  protest sent by registered mail.  Because of what she considered 

evasive action, Barlow decided to make the letter public.  

     She had written: 

ñWhen a short time ago, the people of New York, without regard to race 

and creed, contributed of their means to your  appeal for funds to make 

more effective the good works of the  Catholic Chaplains in our army and 
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navy, they naturally supposed the clergy of your archdiocese to be 100 

percent loyal to our country and its allies in the war. We now read in the 

daily papers that on Saturday night last, when the good citizens of New 

York were completing their efforts to help the Government raise the 

sinews of war, a public meeting was in progress, addressed by 

questionable characters in unbecoming language, presided  over by the 

Rev. Peter E. Magennis, a priest of your archdiocese, not a first offender 

in such matters.    

            We therefore politely call your official attention to the above in the 

belief and with the expectation that you will prohibit in the future any 

further unpatriotic or seditious public utterances by any of your clergy.ò 

      This letter was delivered to the Cardinalôs secretary, Monsignor Thomas G. Carroll, on May 

10.  Receipt of the letter was not acknowledged and on May 18, a second letter was delivered by 

registered mail and called attention to the fact that no response had been made to the first letter. 

The list of the signers of the original letter, the so called prominent New Yorkers, was published.  

None of these names are in The Encyclopedia of New York City
107

 and only the husband of one, 

Francis Barlow and one other, George Benjamin, are listed in the original Dictionary of 

American Biography.   The New York Times reported that Farley, Carroll and Magennis were all 

out of town and unavailable for comment.
108

   

     The next day the papers printed the reply of Carroll to Barlow.  

            ñHis Eminence Cardinal Farley, Archbishop of New York has 

received the protest signed by a number of ladies and gentlemen of this 

city regarding the meeting held in Madison Square Garden on the evening 

of May 4.  His Eminence desires me to state that this meeting was not held  

under the auspices of the Catholic Church and that he did not believe the 

notices published that the Rev. Peter E. Magennis would preside. 

      The fact that Father Magennis did act as chairman of the meeting 

surprised His Eminence, who has since informed the father that he will not 

be permitted to remain in the Archdiocese of New York if he attempts to 

preside at such meetings. 
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        Father Magennis is a member of the Carmelite Order and does not 

belong to the diocesan clergy of New York.  His Eminence, however, as 

the local Bishop, has control of his public activities.ò
109

    

     The Gaelic American commented on this reply of Carroll: ñNeedless to say, it created a 

painful impression among Irish Catholics, because it assumed that the impudent claim of the 

bigots that pleading for Irish liberty is disloyalty to the United States.ò
110

    The paper also went 

on to tell of the attempt by a ñwoman with a pastò to stop the meeting of May 4 and that same 

woman tried to cause trouble at the meeting and had to be ejected by the police. The article also 

expressed the opinion that New York Catholics were shocked at Farleyôs actions.
111

   

     In an interview given to the papers on May 20, Carroll explained the Cardinalôs action.   

       ñIt was in no sense the intention of the Cardinal, in making his 

announcement, to pass judgment one way or another, on the Irish 

Question.  Neither was it his intention, nor is it, to attempt to influence in 

any way a priestôs private political opinions.  These are every manôs own 

personal concern but the Church does not countenance its clergy mixing in 

political meetings.  This was all that Cardinal Farley forbade Father 

Magennis to do.  

Father Magennis, on his side, agreed that he would refrain from such 

participation in the future.  This agreement he has so far lived up to.  It  is 

true that he has been elected to the Presidency of the Friends of Irish 

Freedom.  That, though, is an entirely different matter.  Holding an office 

is not participating in a meeting.  As far as the propriety of the activities of 

the Friends of Irish Freedom goes, that is a question for the United States 

authorities, not the Church to decide.ò
112

   

     In a letter to the New York Tribune, Magennis replied to his attackers.   

ñTo the Editor of the Tribune: 

Dear Sir: 

I notice in the journals of yesterday and today that twenty-three society 

people have entered a protest against my presiding at a meeting in 
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Madison Square Garden.  By a singular coincidence, they call themselves 

óLoyalistsô, the Loyal Committee.  In the Revolution days, there were 

óLoyalistsô, too, peculiarly enough from the same class as our modern 

óLoyalistsô.  In the great crisis of the young Republic, the óLoyalistsô 

persecuted and maligned and slandered George Washington in the 

interests of England. 

The particular meeting objected to by these óLoyalistsô was convened in 

the interests of representative government, the cornerstone  of the 

Republic, and should those who were present at the meeting find 

themselves in the same boat with Washington, I do not think there is much  

to object to. 

At every meeting which I had the pleasure of attending, the object of the 

meeting was to explain the condition of Ireland and to put before the 

American people its right to representative government; this is the sole 

object of the great Society of the Friends of Irish Freedom. 

Will you pardon me for reminding these society critics of mine that at the 

Convention of the Irish Race, a few days since, it was resolved to send to 

our President a petition favoring Irish Independence, already signed by a 

million American citizens of Irish and Irish-American birth who have 

relatives in the army and navy.  Who would blame me for smiling at the 

antics of these twenty-three óLoyalistsô who, by their expressed views, are 

so clearly opposed to representative government?ò
113

       

    Reaction among the Irish to Farleyôs actions was hostile.  Magennis, substituting for Judge 

Daniel Cohalan,  addressed a meeting of the Carmelite Branch of the FOIF and explained his 

actions.  The support of the gathering was seen as overwhelmingly in his defense.
114

    Irish 

organizations rallied to his support.  Branches of the FOIF passed resolutions in his favor.  The 

Gaelic League in Philadelphia and the Cumann na mBan had their backing published in the 

press.
115

   Individuals and some FOIF branches sent letters to Farley.  The Cumann na mBan 

wrote Farley protesting his action and sent three pages of signatures accompanying their letter.
116

   

The Gaelic American of June 8, 1918 printed all the letters we have cited above as well as the 

complete texts of the protests and the resolutions of various Irish organizations. 
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One result of the Magennis-Farley was expressed by Mary McWhorter.  She stated that 

Magennis had continued his efforts for the movement and insured that the priory remained a 

refuge for those ñwhose activities in Ireland made a temporary absence from there 

imperative.ò
117

      

      The Carmelite, Edward Southwell, because he came from Kildare in Ireland, largely 

dependent for prosperity on the large number of English troops garrisoned nearby, was of a 

different political persuasion than the other New York Carmelites.   In a letter marked ñPrivate 

and Confidential,ò he wrote Cardinal Farley on June 10 from Tarrytown where he was the pastor 

of Transfiguration Church.  He said he was grieved by the annoyance Magennisô activities in 

Irish politics had caused the Cardinal.  He disclaimed any participation in such activities and any 

sympathy with such views.  Only two in Magennisô community at Our Lady of the Scapular 

were in favor of the Carmelites participating in political demonstrations.  Such was never seen in 

Ireland and the excited state of the United States as well as the presence of Catholic prejudice 

made it important that priests, let alone members of a religious order, be guarded in their actions.  

Stating that Magennis was subject only to the prior general in Rome, Southwell sent Farley his 

name and address.  Surely this was more than a hint to write.  Southwell found it hard to speak 

this way of a brother Carmelite but he did it only to protect others.
118

       

     It was almost three weeks later that Cardinal Farley replied to Southwell and it was through 

his secretary, Monsignor Carroll, that he responded.  Mentioning the sorrow he felt at 

reprimanding Magennis and the amount of publicity that had arisen over the case, Carroll said he 

had written Mrs. Barlow after midnight several days after her letter had been made public and 

she had demanded Farleyôs reply.  He also revealed that the Cardinal had received complaints 

about meetings held at Our Lady of the Scapular containing objectionable material.  It concerned 

opposition to the United States being involved in World War I on the side of Britain.  Carroll 

mentioned that England was an ally of the United States and stated, ñWe need her and she needs 

us.ò  Further, he said, Farley would not allow anyone representing the Church to impugn the 

loyalty of American Catholics.   Carroll did have some good news.  Farley would not write 

Lorenzoni, the Carmelite prior general.  He felt that Magennis had come to realize that he 

represented more than himself when he expressed his views ñon such an inflammable subject as 

Irish politics.ò
119

    

     It is of interest that the Cummann na mBan was sufficiently upset to send a letter authorized 

by one of their meetings to Archbishop Giovanni Bonzano, the Apostolic Delegate, who was the 
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popeôs personal representative in the United States.  This was the copy of a letter sent to Farley  

protesting the letter of Monsignor Carroll published in the papers.  They stated that the gathering 

was neither political nor disloyal but was gathered to formulate a petition to President Wilson to 

include Ireland among the nations for whom he advocated self-determination.  They stated that 

Father Magennis was acting according to his convictions and was trying to secure freedom for 

Ireland whose citizens had built up the Church in the United States.  They objected strenuously 

to the fact that a few ñSociety parasitesò could dictate to the hierarchy.
120

  

  

     The Irish Progressive League sent the Apostolic Delegate their handouts as well as a printed 

letter of Peter Golden. The resolutions and the petitions of the Irish Race Convention held in 

New York City, May 18-9, 1918 were also forwarded to the Apostolic Delegate.  One final letter 

in the incident was sent to the Delegate by Father Magennis.  Apparently, Archbishop Bonzano 

had been in touch with Magennis and the latter  sent his version of the ñunpleasant affairò and 

told Bonzano  that as the Popeôs delegate, he had a right to know what had happened.  Magennis 

was only doing his duty in forwarding his version for the delegateôs information and not his 

action.  Magennis said what prompted him to do this was the fact that Bonzano had mentioned 

the incident when Magennis had recently seen him in Washington.
121

   In the same folder in the 

Vatican Archives are material, petitions, handbills and literature forwarded to the delegate by 

Patrick McCartan and others.  The only response of Archbishop Bonzano to all this is one to 

McCartan that the Irish bishops have probably informed the pope of all Bonzano  had received 

on the Irish matter.
122
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Chapter 10 

Magennis in Rome 

 

     Peter Elias Magennis was the Assistant General for the English speaking provinces of the 

Carmelite Order 1908-1919.  At the General Chapter of the order held in 1919, he was elected  

Prior General of the entire order and served in this capacity until 1931. Magennis spent part of 

many of the years from 1910 to 1919 in the United States giving parish missions. 

     A British passport was issued Magennis on May 13, 1916 at the consulate in New York and 

he received permission that June to go to Rome.  This was when World War I was at its height 

but he traveled through Europe overland, as it was done in those days, arriving in Rome in late 

September.  Magennis did not remain there long for in January, 1917, he received permission 

from the British Consulate in Rome to proceed to London in order to accompany there a sick 

priest named Michael Griffin. At that time, Magennis stated his intention to return to Rome.  He 

did his errand of kindness and after receiving permission to go to the United States, left 

Liverpool on February 14.
123

     

      The ship he traveled on was the Philadelphia which arrived in New York on February 22, 

1917 with only 243 passengers on board.  Fear of the German U boats had brought a serious 

decline in trans Atlantic travel and reporters were present at the dock to interview passengers. 

Magennis was interviewed at the pier and because he had traveled by land through Europe on his 

way to the ship, he was considered a prime target for reporters.  Stating that he was to be in the 

United States for only a few months, he passed off the danger of traveling through submarine 

infested waters.  He saw as the main problem in Europe the difficulty of obtaining coal for fuel 

during the winters.  He then expressed a line of thinking that would bring him some difficulty.  

He said that the Irish memory of English oppression was too much for her and they did not care 

for an English victory over Germany.   Describing the Irish nationalist spirit as being high, 

Magennis said Ireland could only benefit from the entry of the United States into the war because 

this would result in justice for Ireland.
124

   

     Magennis crossed the Atlantic a number of times during the Great War.  He was also able to 

travel throughout Europe with a certain amount of impunity.  In conversation with a fellow 

Carmelite discussing these travels, he suggested to me that perhaps some German protection was 

extended to Magennis.  After all, in his activities in the United States, he aroused and fueled a 

great amount of anti British sentiment.  He was seen by many Americans and the Justice 
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Department as being pro German.  There were  German connections in the Irish Freedom 

Movement.  Was Magennis one of them ?   

      After his election as Prior General of the Carmelite Order, Peter Elias Magennis sent a letter 

to The Monitor (New York) in which he regretted the posture of Woodrow Wilson going to 

Europe for the peace conference with his hat in hand to explain the demands of the greatest 

nation on earth.  He said that the visit to Ireland of Cardinal Mercier of Belgium was seen by one 

English paper - The Daily News of London - as an attempt to modify the hostility of Irish 

Catholics to the League of Nations.  This paper also stated that Magennis was summoned to 

Rome because of his fracas with Cardinal Farley and that three other priests were sent back to 

Ireland.  These latter were, presumably, the three Carmelite delegates to their 1919 Irish 

provincial chapter.  Referring to the Farley incident, Magennis stated that Farleyôs Irish 

sentiments should not be judged by it because it took place in his old age and on the eve of his 

demise which had occurred September 17, 1918.       The three priests mentioned above seem 

actually to have actually been four in number.  Besides Magennis they were Denis OôConnor, 

Aloysius Slattery, Gerard OôFarrell and Louis McCabe.  He went on to clarify that the ñthree 

priestsò were the elected delegates to the Irish chapter.  Denis OôConnor, the senior of the group, 

Magennis stated, was appointed by Rome to be the preses, to  preside at the chapter.  Records 

indicate some disparity as Magennis was appointed by Rome to head the chapter. OôConnor was 

returned to the United States as the prior of the Manhattan parish, OôFarrell made the prior of the 

new Bronx parish of Saint Simon Stock and McCabe made the prior of the Middletown, NY 

parish, Our Lady of Mount Carmel.  Not only were the three not recalled but they returned to the 

United States with honors. Slattery was elected assistant general of the Carmelites.
125

  

     The Irish World stated that because of the devious ways of the British and their control of the 

trans Atlantic cable, any reports attributed to them concerning the Irish or Ireland must be 

viewed with suspicion.  The recent report concerning the election of Peter Elias Magennis as the 

Carmeliteôs prior general must be taken in this manner.  The actual facts, according to the Irish 

World, were that the British envoy admitted to trying to have the Vatican veto the election 

because of the fear that the election of an Irishman would tend to stir up trouble against the 

British government.  They failed to remember that Magennis had become an American citizen 

and were not aware that the election needed no confirmation from the Holy See.  The editorial 

went on to comment on the gall of the British because they wanted to bar a man from being the 

head of his religious order simply because he was Irish.
126

 

      Citing a dispatch from Rome of October 21, the Irish Press stated that Benedict XV was 

greatly embarrassed by the British request to refuse ratification of Magennisô election.  Their 

basis was that the election of an Irishman would embarrass the British government.  In a brief 
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biography of Magennis, the article mentioned that his purpose in America had been the 

establishment of Saint Albertôs Preparatory College in Middletown, NY.  He had also established 

the Irish Carmelite College of San Celso e Juliano in Rome and promoted Irish culture through 

education, singing and dancing in the Carmelitesô East Side parish.  The story mentioned that he 

received the notification of his election as president of the FOIF while hearing confessions at 

Saint Josephôs in the Tremont section of the Bronx.
127

 

     Continuing in the same manner, Gerard OôFarrell wrote in the Irish Press that two of the three 

priests supposedly censured by the Vatican had returned to the United States, namely himself 

and Denis OôConnor.  Another, Aloysius Slattery, was on his way back by ship via Naples.  With 

tongue in cheek, OôFarrell said the Irish must be very strange because their way of censuring 

these supposedly disobedient priests was to give them the honor of representing the American 

Carmelites at the recent Irish Provinceôs chapter in Dublin.  In addition, Slattery was elected 

Assistant General of the order and OôConnor and himself were appointed superiors.  He cited the 

injustice of British attitude and their actions towards Ireland.  He wrote this to answer an article 

in the Evening Post which was like those published in English papers.
128

   

      Because of large amount of time that he spent  in the United States as assistant general doing 

missions and retreats, the influence of Magennis in Rome is not of significance until the period 

beginning in 1919 when he became the Prior General of his order.  The fearlessness 

demonstrated in his 1917 trans Atlantic trip on the Philadelphia was again demonstrated by his 

travel in war torn Europe to visit his Carmelite brothers.  Though it is only supported by oral 

tradition, it seems true that Magennis was to Benedict XV (1914-22) a valuable source of 

information on European conditions gathered through his travels. He also accompanied the Holy 

Father often on his afternoon walks in the Vatican Garden.  There he was able to brief him from 

what he learned on his travels and keep him updated on the Irish situation.
129

  

      As Dermot Keogh has pointed out, the friendship between leading clergy and prominent 

politicians during the Troubles proved to be most enduring.  John Hagan, Rector of the Irish 

College in Rome, Peter Elias Magennis and Archbishop Daniel Mannix of Melbourne, Australia 

are just three of the prominent clergy associated with Eamon De Valera and Sean T. OôKelly.
130

  

Many of the other Irish associated with these clergy gave their lives for their beliefs and did not 

survive to savor the joys of independence.  Letters of OôKelly and De Valera cited throughout 

this volume attest to their regard and friendship for Magennis and the other Carmelites.   
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     When Keoghôs book was published, Sean McBride, winner of both the Nobel and the Lenin 

Peace prizes published a reflection on the book.  He brought out that the years Peter Elias 

Magennis spent in the United States before becoming Prior General in 1919 had forged for him 

friendships and alliances with many members there of the Republican Movement. Also 

connected with this was the fact that the Carmelite Priory assumed the character of a safe house.  

It was a place where the Republicans could come and find temporary accommodations before 

they assumed their work for the cause.  

    McBride pointed out that John Hagan and Peter Elias Magennis formed a powerful alliance for 

the Republicans in Rome.  Together they were able to guide the Vatican away from domination 

by the British and attempts to gather Vatican support for the Free State government of William 

Cosgrave.
131

    

      Magennis wrote from Rome on New Yearôs Day, 1921 a public letter to the Irish World 

where it was published in the January 17 edition. He began by stating that at festive times, oneôs 

thoughts go out to beloved friends and places.  His were going out to Ireland and her supporters.  

Begging for unity among the supporters of Ireland, Magennis said this admitted of variety in the 

sense that those of other nations could work in its behalf.  An American would help the cause 

because of what Ireland gave to the building up of America but he must contribute as an 

American and according to his abilities.  The Irish must contribute in their manner but they must 

be united in the cause.  The center of Irelandôs cause must be unity.  Magennis went on to label 

hero worship, which he defined as the exalting of a hero above the cause, as the principal sin of 

Ireland.  Some were indeed willing to die for the cause but they did this rather than relinquish 

their leadership.  He refused to name anyone in particular but said that not one of these so called 

leaders was worth the sacrifices the Irish people made for them. 

     A little give and take was something Magennis called for.  By this he meant to give to the 

words of others the same interpretation one would demand for oneself.  This technique must be 

done in many areas to love the cause not only in word but in deed and in fact.  Irelandôs cause 

suffered more from its friends than its enemies.  He called for all to be cheerful and encouraging 

to fellow workers.  If a person or a group gets bigger than the cause, that is wrong for they are 

only means.  The cause is the goal.   

     Stating that Englandôs eminent position in Europe was gained by climbing over the 

slaughtered bodies of the children of Europe, he added that the cause of Ireland was never so 

flourishing.  He begged God to grant that no other power would arise to dash the hopes of the 

motherland.  The unity of the present workers was never seen before and was a guarantee of 

success.  Only one power could stop the march of the Friends of Irish Freedom, only one power 

could throw back the age old struggle and ñonly one power can tear down the tricolor and then 
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raise the English red over the mangled bodies of Irelandôs best and bravest.ò   He concluded by 

stating, ñThat power is ourselves.ò   

      In 1921, Sean T. OôKelly was in Rome on a visit at the invitation of John Hagan, the rector 

of the Irish College.  He became seriously ill for fourteen weeks but was nursed back to health at 

the college. He was visited in his illness by Hagan, Magennis and Michael Curran, the vice 

rector of the college.  After the visit of Prime Minister Arthur Balfour to Benedict XV,   Hagan  

discovered  that a document condemning the violence of Irish nationalism was being prepared at 

the Vatican.  Hagan urged OôKelly to request an audience with Benedict XV.  Though reluctant, 

OôKelly sought this from Archbishop Bonaventura Cerretti, an assistant Secretary of State, 

whom OôKelly knew from their days together in Paris.  Cerretti arranged for an audience with 

Benedict and also coached OôKelly in his responses to the pope.  OôKelly presented a very 

strong case for self determination and a denial of violence by Sinn Fein.  Benedict said to him, 

ñIreland has every right to its independence, Ireland has every right to fight for its independence, 

but I say to you be careful of the methods you use.ò   OôKelly insisted to Benedict that he take 

the paper he had prepared with the help of Hagen and Magennis and read it.  This he did.  

OôKelly, in later years, wrote that Magennis was the advisor of Hagan and neither acted without 

the knowledge of the other.  He felt Magennis had a hand in the composition of the paper 

because he was the closest friend and councilor of Hagan.  In sending a copy of this document to 

Father Donal OôCallaghan, OôKelly said that Magennis was in on his every move and that he had 

found his advice always sound.  ñHe stood for bold, courageous action and no surrender.ò
132

  

     In another version of this episode, written for the National Library of Ireland, OôKelly stated 

the same basic story but made no mention of Magennis.
133

  A third version exists in the form of a 

listenerôs transcript of a talk he gave at the Carmelite Priory, Gort Muire, Ireland on July 21, 

1955.  He called Magennis ñthe greatest Irish Republican of his time.ò  He credited Magennis 

with acting in consort with Hagan in urging him to obtain from Ceretti an audience with 

Benedict XV.  OôKelly then credited both Hagan and Magennis with the statement he presented 

to the pope.  He concluded by stating, ñAnd if I have achieved anything in my public capacity I 

attribute it to the influence of the Carmelites of Dublin and Ireland.ò
134

 

The presentation in French OôKelly gave Benedict XV began with the statement that the general 

election of 1918 made Eamon De Valera and his government the only legitimate rule in Ireland.  

He then went on to emphasize the Catholicity of Ireland as opposed to the Protestantism of the 

British Empire.  The lack of crime in Ireland, as a proof of its goodness, was mentioned.  He 

predicted that the movement would continue despite the uneasiness the Irish felt at the British 

efforts in Rome to detach the Irish Freedom Movement from Rome.  The presence of an English 
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minister at the Vatican scared the Irish.  OôKelly stated the bottom line as being that Catholics 

were enslaved by a Protestant power.  OôKelly finished by saying that he had set his feelings 

ñfrankly and fullyò in order to preserve the loyalty of the Irish people to the Holy See. 

In sending an English copy of his paper to De Valera, OôKelly mentioned that Archbishop 

Mannix prevailed upon the pope to say nothing against Ireland and the Irish people.
135

 

Probably, in an attempt to strengthen his stature with the Holy See, John Hagen typed a 

document appointing himself as the agent of the bishops and archbishops of Ireland. Hagen alone 

signed it, placed the college seal on it and dated his appointment June 22, 1920 at the 

episcopacyôs Maynooth meeting. Hagan felt compelled to defend himself from what he believed 

were false rumors spread by the English.  About a year later, Eamon De Valera had to face the 

same type of rumors in Rome.  He requested Hagan to find their source and to counteract them.  

De Valera was anxious also to keep Hagan informed.  De Valera felt he had chosen the harder 

part but had no doubt ñsovereign independenceò would be reached.
136

          

     Later that same 1920, Terence MacSwiney died after a hunger strike.  Benedict XV thought 

there was too much of a parade element in MacSwineyôs funeral and that the occasion had been 

used for political purposes.  Though the Irish bishops did not favor a condemnation of a hunger 

strike, the Vatican was divided on the subject.  One faction, under the leadership of Cardinal 

Merry del Val, prefect of the Holy Office, with Cardinal Gasquet and his secretary, Dom Philip 

Langton felt the hunger strike was suicide and wanted condemnation.  The other side under 

Cerretti with Monsignor Lattini, Assessor of the Holy Office and Secretary for Extraordinary 

Ecclesiastical Affairs,  was not so sure.  Since Hagan had gone to Ireland for his vacation, 

Cerretti sent for Magennis who briefed him on the entire matter.  Due to his presentation, no 

condemnation took place and a blow to Irish nationalism was averted.
137

 

     Sean McBride pointed out how Magennis protested strongly in the Vatican against the Free 

State policy of execution.  Particularly was he shocked at the execution of his friend, Liam 

Mellows, on December 8, 1922 and made clear his opposition to this reprisal.  Magennis sent 

Christmas greetings to Hagan from Canada and when he returned to Rome shortly after 

Christmas, he would fill in Hagan about conditions in the United States.  Magennis had received 

on December 8 the news of the shooting of ñmy dear friend, Liam.ò  He went on to write, ñI 

knew those fellows were contemptible but it never occurred to me they were such vampires. 
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Drunk with their sudden greatness their one idea is to revel in human blood.ò  Since  Magennis 

and Hagan did not usually correspond, it appears the killing was just too much for Magennis to 

contain within himself.
138

 

  

     At the time of these  executions, Magennis was in the United States and Canada on business 

of his order.  He wrote to the Irish Press that just before he left Niagara Falls, Canada, he had 

learned the names of the four killed in reprisal by the Free Staters.  He was heading farther west 

in the United States and would not be present at the next meeting of the Carmelite Council of the 

AARIR.  To make up for this he wrote this public letter to the Irish Press.  He was horrified to 

learn that Liam Mellows was one of the four.  Liam, he said, had special claims on the 

Carmelites and their followers because he worked so long and hard for them.  The boys and girls 

of the Carmelite Parish will be deeply grieved because he loved them and they, him.  His name 

brought to Magennis memories that he cherished dearly.  Since he had heard the news there has 

been ringing in his ears the song that expressed Mellowsô only love, ñDark Rosaleen.ò  He went 

on to say that the mark of Cain was on the brow of the government that perpetrated the crime.  

Magennisô heart turned to Mellowôs mother living at 21 Mount Shannon Road in Dublin.  Saying 

she was steeled to the supreme sacrifice, Magennis felt she would not like his condolence.  

Mentioning the heavy burden the mothers of Ireland had to bear, Magennis cited in contrast what 

a privilege it was to be the mother of a hero like Liam.  In a postscript he asked the members of 

the Carmelite Council to remember the mothers of the boys who died for Ireland.  The 

knowledge that the hearts of the Councilôs  members are ready to assist those left behind must be 

a consolation.  He ended, ñGod bless you  all ! I would give anything to be with you all this 

evening just to talk of Liam and our boys.ò
139

 

     Magennis made sure his repulsion at the Free Stateôs execution policy and especially at the 

death of Liam Mellows was well known and especially at the Vatican.  Magennis had tried to see 

the pope in the early months of 1923 but was not given an audience because it was known that he 

wished to discuss Irish political matters rather than the interests of the Carmelite order.  

Exasperated, Magennis, retired from a general papal audience in his capacity as the prior general 

of the Carmelites and took with him the money he was going to present to the Holy Father as a 

gift.  His absence was noted.  Magennis went to visit the sick and do other business he had in 

Rome.  When he returned home for supper, three Cardinals were there to greet him and inquired 

why he had left the audience. He told them of his preoccupation with Ireland and told the three 

cardinals his Irish concerns.  As a result, he may have been given the opportunity to discuss these 

same matters with the pope. Magennis also favored the idea of Pius XI sending an apostolic 
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visitator to Ireland. This would be an opportunity to address the executions and bring peace 

between the two factions.
140

  

     A sad footnote to the execution of Liam Mellows is the murder of Kevin OôHiggins in July, 

1927.  At that time, OôHiggins was the vice president and the Minister of Justice and External 

Affairs.  Liam Mellows had been the best man at his wedding but, in spite of this obvious 

closeness, Kevin OôHiggins had voted for Mellowsô execution.  OôHiggins was shot and killed 

on his way to Sunday Mass.  His widowed mother blamed Peter Elias Magennis for her sonôs 

death.  She claimed his death was instigated by a Magennis speech the week before.
141

    

 Prominent Americans sought recognition for the Irish Republic from the Vatican.  There were 

six signatures to this document the most prominent being Carmelite friends: Judge John Goff, 

Frank P. Walsh and Eugene Kinkead.  Giovanni Bonzano, the Apostolic Delegate to the United 

States kept Rome informed of all the activities of De Valera on his American tour as well as 

petitions for Irelandôs recognition that had been sent to the American government.
142

   

Denis OôConnor sent a cable to Peter Elias Magennis which was intended for his presentation to 

Pius XI, John Hagen and the Italian press.  Using the name of the AARIR, it was stated that 

while England refused Irish independence and partitioned the country, the Vatican was silent.  

The telegram called for a plebiscite and an international commission to insure the English abide 

by the will of the people.
143

     

In the spring of 1920, the Paris edition of The New York Herald Tribune printed the charge of 

John Devoy that Eamon De Valera had illegally taken $50,000 from the ñIrish Funds.ò  At the 

time, all the Irish hierarchy, nine Australian bishops as well as several American and Canadian 

bishops were in Rome for the beatification of Oliver Plunkett.  Magennis and Hagan gathered 

them all together at the Irish College where Mary McWhorter, using her experience learned in 

the United States, explained to the group the reasons why some were trying to discredit De 

Valera.  She must have been successful because she was asked to do a repeat performance that 

summer for Arthur Griffith and Michael Collins.  She considered them more difficult to persuade 

than the bishops.  Sean T. OôKelly drew this matterôs falsehood to the attention of Frank P. 

Walsh, an influential American supporter of Eamon De Valera.
144
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     One of the principal contributions of Sean McBride is his recollection of a 1925-6 Roman 

event.  De Valera asked McBride to organize a secret meeting in Rome with Archbishop Mannix 

who was to be there with an Australian pilgrimage.  Because the propriety of meeting with 

Mannix in Rome was not clear, De Valera, traveling on a forged passport,  stayed in Florence 

and sent  McBride ahead, disguised as a priest,  to meet with Hagan and Magennis. He learned 

the two were enthused about a meeting with Mannix and chose the Irish College as the site and 

they contacted Mannix and found he was anxious for such a meeting.  The result of these 

meetings of De Valera, Mannix, Hagan, Magennis and McBride was the policy of entering the 

Dail by taking the Oath as an ñempty formulaò and of proceeding gradually to dismantle the Free 

State and Treaty.  These meetings planned what would be the future campaign of De Valeraôs 

party,  Fianna Fail.  De Valera made it clear that he accepted this policy.  Magennis is 

remembered by McBride as not being as enthusiastic as the others and somewhat apprehensive.  

When Sinn Fein met in Dublin that March, it resulted in De Valera organizing on May 16, 1926 

the new party, Fianna Fail, to obtain these goals.
145

 

     Joseph Walshe, the Minister for External Affairs, was anxious to have diplomatic relations 

with the Vatican.  His main reason was to curtail the anti Free State power in Rome of Hagan 

and Magennis.  In 1929, Walshe ran into outright hostility from Michael Curran, the vice rector 

of the Irish College for his anixiety to do this.  A nuncio in Ireland as well as a Free State 

mission to the Vatican: this became a policy difference of Cosgrave and De Valera.  It was not 

until January, 1930 that Paschal Robinson, OFM, arrived in Dublin as the Papal Nuncio to 

Ireland.
146

                     

     Mrs. McWorter, a woman Magennis knew from his years in the United States, was shown 

around Rome by him when she was there for the beatification of Oliver Plunkett.  He also 

introduced her to John Hagan and she was well aware of the efforts of both of these priests to 

counter British influence at the Vatican.  She described a dinner at the Irish College at which 

Magennis spoke as did Cardinal Logue.  She stated that no talk was stronger or more vigorous 

than that made by Father Magennis.
147

   

     We began this chapter with Peter Elias Magennis renewing his British passport in 1916.  He  

became an American citizen on June 3, 1919 and one wonders how much more freedom this 

brought him to serve Ireland than by traveling on a British passport.
148
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Chapter 11 

 

New Leaders Arise 

 

     When Peter Elias Magennis left New York in August of 1919 to travel directly to Rome for a 

general chapter of the Carmelite Order, a farewell was tendered him at the Carmelite Hall on 

East 29th Street.  The Carmelite Branch of the FOIF expressed their desire to give him a tribute 

of their appreciation for all he had done in the cause of Irish independence during the time spent 

with them.  His support of the Easter Rising, his defense of the Irish cause when it was maligned 

under the guise of Allied support in World War I and his assumption of the presidency of the 

FOIF were especially praised.  Magennisô efforts to make the parish a center of Irish activity and 

the Carmelite school a place where the students learned Irish traditions, culture and faith were 

noted.  His persistence in the fight against conscription of the Irish for the British forces at a time 

when some sought his destruction and friends deserted him was seen as bringing credit rather 

than shame to the Irish movement in the United States.  That he tried to explain the cause of 

Ireland in a land where it should have been understood, that he saw her cause as the cause of God 

were seen as the benefits he brought to the movement.  In conclusion, prayers for a safe journey 

and a speedy return to them were promised to Magennis.
149

    

     The chapter of the Irish Province began on September 8, 1919.  Denis OôConnor had been 

appointed to preside.  Gerard OôFarrell was elected a definitor (councillor to the provincial) but 

had to resign when he was made the pastor of the new Carmelite parish in the Bronx, named 

eventually Saint Simon Stock.  OôConnor was made the prior and pastor of Our Lady of the 

Scapular, Manhattan, with Aloysius Slattery as his sub-prior. Slattery had been also elected to go 

to Rome as an Irish representative at the General Chapter. Magennis did not attend the Irish 

Chapter but proceeded directly from New York to Rome.
150

    

        After he left New York, The Daily News of London called Magennia the chief opponent of 

the League of Nations among Irish-American Catholics. The outcome of his encounter with 

Cardinal Farley was presented as a rebuke for Magennis and the reason for him being sent to 

Rome and three other Carmelites were ordered back to Ireland. As we have seen, the Farley-

Magennis affair had no such results.  The three Carmelites - OôConnor, OôFarrell, Slattery - had 

to attend the Irish Chapter and OôConnor was designated by Rome to preside at it.
151
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     Pius Mayer had been reelected the Carmelite general at the Chapter of 1908 but resigned on 

June 26, 1912 because of poor health due to a stroke.  Joseph Llovera had become vicar general 

in June, 1911.  John Lorenzoni assumed the post of general April 30, 1913 and was in that 

position when the chapter of October, 1919 opened. An indication that Magennisôs election as 

prior general was not a runaway, is the fact that he was elected on the third and final ballot by a 

simple majority.  Aloysius Slattery was elected his assistant for the English speaking 

provinces.
152

   

     Stating of Magennis that ñHe was on intimate terms with leading Irish patriots and played no 

small role in political events during the critical war years...ò, Joachim Smet, the outstanding 

Carmelite historian of the latter twentieth century, said this aspect of his activity ñmust be left to 

other bards to sing.ò
153

      

     After the election of Magennis, Monsignor John Hagen, rector of the Irish College in Rome, 

wrote a highly complementary article welcoming him back to Rome. Actually, he was absent 

from Rome and in the United States for most of his term as assistant general (1908-1919) so the 

welcoming was genuine.  Hagen cited his love for America but felt that the welcome of 

Magennisô Carmelite community and his old friends in the Eternal City made him genuinely 

glad. Hagen spoke of his absence from Rome as being only for two years and was amazed at 

Magennisô report and estimation of the people and events in the United States for that time. He 

revealed the true colors of some who made ñflying visitsò to Rome as supposed friends of 

Ireland.  They were more dangerous to her cause than her avowed enemies.  This is how 

Magennisô chronicles moved Hagen.  Hagen was vague in his remarks because he hoped 

Magennis would himself chronicle his experiences.
154

    

     The FOIF were delighted to have their national president become the head of his religious 

order.  Noting that he was known to all connected to the Irish movement throughout the United 

States, they said, ñThroughout the most troubled periods he was a steadfast worker in the Irish 

cause and no degree of unpopularity could cause him to lessen his efforts.ò
155

   

     The Gaelic American wrote: ñOf course his election...will necessitate his permanent residence 

in Rome so that the Organization in America will be deprived of his services, but in Rome he 

will be able to do the most effective service to the Irish cause.  The British Government 

recognizes this and has exerted every influence it could bring to bear on the Vatican to prevent 

the confirmation of his election.ò  It was reported that attempts were made by the British to have 

the Vatican not confirm Magennisô election.  Because the Carmelites were classified among 
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religious orders as exempt, the election of the general was ratified by his acceptance of the post.  

No other approval was needed or provided for. 

     The article went on to state that the work Magennis was proudest of was the revival of the 

Gaelic spirit in the Carmelitesô poor east side parish.  The teaching of the Gaelic language, of the 

traditional dances and Irish history were what made him so.  In two golden years, as he loved to 

call them, he ñfound the truest friends of his whole life.ò 
156

       

     That fall, after the conclusion of the Carmelite general chapter and his own vacation in 

Ireland, Gerard OôFarrell returned to New York and published an article in the Irish Press.  He 

reveled in the fact that three Irish priests, who had been ñsent backò to Ireland in the words of the 

Evening Post of September 4, had now returned.  He was referring to Denis OôConnor and 

himself as actually being in New York and Aloysius Slattery as having sailed from Naples and 

being en route.  The paper had insinuated that the three were sent back to Ireland to be rebuked.  

With tongue in cheek OôFarrell said the Irish were a strange lot and difficult to understand for 

they censured these three and Father Magennis by conferring honors on them all. Magennis was 

elected Prior General of the entire Carmelite Order, the highest possible position.  Slattery 

became his assistant for the English speaking provinces of the order.  OôConnor was made the 

superior of the Carmeliteôs Manhattan parish and OôFarrell, himself, was made superior of the 

new parish of Saint Simon Stock in the Bronx.  ñViewing the matter broadly the most serious 

minded editor, if his brain has not entirely atrophied and his visible faculty dulled, must brighten 

his countenance with a broad smile when he beholds what a sorry figure he cuts in the garb of a 

prophet.ò  Readers, he went on to note, will say that the Evening Post offers them the imaginings 

of the editor.   

     In giving his impression of what Ireland was like, OôFarrell felt there were 100,000 English 

soldiers in the country.  They were on the piers and railway platforms scrutinizing the travelers 

to find what ñno one knows.ò  Sarcastically, he said it might be to find a rifle up a manôs sleeve 

or a machine gun in his vest pocket. Two or three hundred in battle dress march each day 

through the streets of Dublin.  This is the way England showed her sincerity in accepting the 

principle of self determination of all people.  Airplane squadrons fly over the cities and small 

towns as a warning to defenseless men women and children.  This also indicates the genuineness 

of Englandôs ñindignationò at the violation of international law by the German zeppelins 

attacking unfortified towns. 

     OôFarrell went on to tell of various raids and outrages against the people.  He went on to 

describe how there was no justice in Ireland.  In the instances he presented he went at length to 

show how England considered the League of Nations the utopia of peace but their actions were 

not conducive to peace.  In conclusion he quoted Hussey Burgh, ñTalk not to us of peace.  
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Ireland is not in a state of peace; it is smothered war.  England has sown her laws like dragonôs 

teeth and they have sprung up armed men.ò 
157

    

     In December, 1919, Gerard OôFarrell gave a  presentation to the Carmelite Branch on the 

condition of Ireland titled, ñHow Does She Stand ?ò   

      A summary of his remarks has been preserved.  The thrust of British propaganda is that the 

Irish people are the enemies not only of England but also of America.  They like to depict 

England as the Angel of Light embracing the United States in loving friendship.  These anti 

American untruths were rampant throughout Ireland where there has been the kindest sympathy 

for America in the war with Germany.  This is only proper because the Irish know the high 

regard Americans have for the rights of all mankind.  Though Wilson enunciated the principles 

the war was fought for, America was repaying her debt to France who was grateful and 

appreciative of this.   

     Though only a few of the Doughboys were permitted to visit Ireland, there was nothing but 

admiration in Ireland for their achievements.  The British kept them few in number because they 

did not want many to witness the injustice present on the island.  Enough did come to give the 

Irish a favorable impression of the manhood and the high caliber of the youths that made up the 

United States Army.  They saw them as worthy recipients of the Palm of Victory they so 

speedily won after a journey of 3,000 miles.   

     The British propagandists consider these Americans hostile to their cause and felt they had to 

remind them they were fighting for the principle of independence for all nations and that justice 

be done in Ireland.  Because of the lie this represents, the Irish leaders were pro German because 

the British disapproved of any movement that opposed alien rule in Ireland.  Americans cannot 

be fooled.  They will learn what OôFarrell said he learned in Europe: England is the most 

insidious of all enemies dressed in the garb of a friend.  The friendship of the United States and 

Ireland is fostered by the bond of flesh and blood and the heritage of many sacred memories.  It 

is no wonder so many came from Ireland to America.    

    The American who seriously seeks truth sees the principle of Sinn Fein ( We Ourselves ) as 

much an American principle as an Irish one.  It is the expression of the primary natural right of 

nations and individuals to live their own lives and to work out their own destiny.  It means 

America for Americans and Ireland for the Irish.  In the past, the American colonies said ñHands 

Off !ò to England.  Why should Ireland not do the same ?  Despite Englandôs efforts, Ireland will 

be a nation and will be free.
158

     

     Continuing the practice that had been followed the past few months, Gerard OôFarrell spoke 

again to the group.  This time it was on ñThe Mother of the Brothers Pearse.ò  After praising the 
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women of Ireland as being ñnoble,ò he went on to say how much the rest of the world owed the 

Irish for the preservation of learning and Christianity.  This was owed to the parental devotion 

and self sacrifice of Irish mothers.  They can realize their influence, just as men can, by reading 

the pages of history, especially of today.   

     Thoughts like these, OôFarrell said,  passed through his mind as he went along the 

Rathfarnum Road  and came to Saint Endaôs College to visit with the mother of the Pearse 

Brothers.  His thoughts were prompted by the association of the place with historical events and 

persons.  The atmosphere brought to his mind the ñghostò of Emmet Curran of United Irish fame.  

Moments later Mrs. Pearse told him she was honored to be in the very room once occupied by 

herself and her two brave sons, Pat and Willie.  Dressed in the Volunteer Uniform, they came 

into this room to address to her  their farewell message. She said her farewell in the words, ñGo 

and God be with you.  If we donôt meet again on earth, we shall meet in heaven.ò 

     When Willie told her he would be shot within an hour, she said to him, ñThank God they are 

taking you.  When I had heard they had taken Pat, I hoped you, too, would go because I would 

rather that the two go than leave me behind to bear the sorrow.  I am more content to bear the 

sorrow to the end of my life when I know that as you were always together in childhood, in 

boyhood, in manhood and you are united together in death.ò   

     Then she turned to the English officer and spoke the words that should be engraved upon the 

memory and cherished in the heart of every son and daughter of Ireland, ñ You have taken my 

darling son, Padraic, and now you are about to take my second and only remaining son, Willie.  

Gladly do I offer them to die for Jesus and for Ireland.ò 

     The very morning, Mrs. Pearse and her two daughters were in a parlor of Saint Endaôs 

reciting the Rosary, Willie was standing before a firing squad at Kilmainham.  In a moment, he 

was dead and completed the lifeôs work of the Brothers Pearse.  Dying for the freedom of 

Ireland, they left behind a widowed mother as an example to all of Ireland of the sacrifice that is 

required for the freedom of Ireland.  Those who have grown faint should recall the high motive 

of her work: ñFor Jesus and for Ireland.ò 
159
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Chapter 12 

De Valera in the United States 

 

     After his escape from Englandôs Lincoln Prison in February, 1919, Eamon De Valera decided 

to go as soon as possible to the United States to obtain official recognition for the Republic of 

Ireland and to try to float a loan. Article Ten of the Covenant of the League of Nations pledged 

its members to respect and preserve the territorial integrity of all members.  De Valera wanted 

America in spite of this article not to pledge itself to maintain Ireland as an integral part of 

British territory.   This latter became unnecessary once the United States Senate voted not to join 

the League of Nations.  De Valera arrived in New York on June 11,1919. 

      The ñDeverant Story 1919" in the De Valera Papers apparently was dictated by himself some 

time after the event he narrated.  There is a similar copy in the McGarrity Papers.  The story goes 

like this: a plan to go secretly to the United States had been formed for Harry Boland but he 

crossed as a fireman.  His plan was then used for De Valera. The ship was the Lapland and he 

hid aboard in the lamp trimmerôs quarters.  There are different accounts of his disembarking the 

ship and his New York destination. This account has ñProbably Fr. Shanleyò before a description 

of the voyage and the information that after getting off the ship, De Valera went to ñ338 East 

29th Streetò which was the address then of the Carmelite Priory.  Lawrence Flanagan was out but 

when he returned he saw his Blackrock College fellow student for the first time in twenty 

years.
160

    

     According to Harry Boland, Eamon De Valera left immediately upon his arrival for 

Rochester, NY,  to visit his mother Catherine Wheelwright.  After Eamonôs father died, his 

mother married Charles Wheelwright and they had one child, Thomas, who became a 

Redemptorist priest.  De Valera referred to him as his brother. In his diary, De Valeraôs states 

that he was at the priory for lunch on June 14 and then went off to see, June 12 to 23, Joseph 

McGarrity in Philadelphia who provided him with a wardrobe.  He also mentions visiting his 

mother in Rochester and his brother at the Redemptoristôs Mission Church in Boston. De Valera 

then mentions that he came to the Carmelite priory June 21 or June 22.  Despite the 

inconsistencies and incompleteness in these accounts, Eamon De Valera accented the point that 

he came from the priory to his first public appearance in the United States.
161
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     The Carmelite, Hugh Devlin, recalled to Donal OôCallaghan that John Devoy and Daniel 

Cohalan both came to the priory to meet privately with De Valera before he left for this first 

appearance.  After both left, they returned later with Dermot Lynch, Dick Dalton and Charles 

Rice.  Then all joined the De Valera party.
162

       

     That first public appearance of De Valera on June 22 was well publicized and took place  at 

the Waldorf Astoria Hotel which was located then at Fifth Avenue between 33rd and 34th Streets 

with the main entrance on 34th Street.  The hotel was there until 1929 when it was demolished 

for the construction of the Empire State Building.  There were two stages to De Valeraôs 

appearance.  The first was in what was called the Gold Room where there were more than a 

hundred friends,  all prominent people.  Among them were Peter Elias Magennis, Liam Mellows 

and Father Wheelwright, C.SS.R., the half brother of De Valera.   

     Then he proceeded through a corridor crowded by Joseph McGarrity, John Devoy, Daniel 

Cohalan, Father Timothy Shanley and others to the state apartment of the hotel to give his 

promised press interview.   

Brigid ni Bain, the Gaelic teacher at the Carmelite School, sent a telegram of welcome in Gaelic 

to De Valera at the Waldorf. Two were sent by the Carmelites, one from the Fathers and one 

from the ñCarmelite Collegeò in Middletown.  Another from the pupils of the ñCarmelite 

Schoolsò read, ñWelcome to America and God save Ireland.ò
163

   

      That same evening, he was at a mass meeting at the Astor Gallery of the hotel where Judge 

Daniel Cohalan siezed the moment to promote the Victory Fund Drive.  We presume that those 

mentioned as being present at the previous two gatherings were also present at this third one.  

Added to these were the names of Father Lawrence Flanagan and prominent Irish Americans.
164

    

     De Valera found time, just two days later, to be present at the graduation ceremonies of the 

Carmelite School.
165

   

     The arrivals of Eamon De Valera and Harry Boland in the United States have a connection.  

Both were transported by a lighter to the ship through the influence of Boland with a seaman.  

Bolandôs took place in late June and Harry became the advance man for De Valera.  He was busy 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
   Jim Holland, Middletown, NY, told me July, 2003 that a captain of the New York Police Department, came to the 
ǇǊƛƻǊȅ ǿƘƛƭŜ 5Ŝ ±ŀƭŜǊŀ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ƘƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ {ǘΦ !ƭōŜǊǘΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊƳŜƭƛǘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛƴ aƛŘŘƭŜǘƻǿƴΣ b¸Φ  
The captain did this because the British had arranged to come to the priory and take De Valera the next day.  If 
true, this helps to explain the problems in the chronicles.   
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with press releases, photos and the actual itinerary of the tour.
166

  Operating under these stressful 

conditions caused Boland to have what he called a ñnasty break down.ò  The Carmelites sent him 

to their formation house, Saint Albertôs in Middletown, NY where he recuperated.
167

   

     There are some interesting incidents that took place in this year of 1920 that show the 

attachment of the freedom movement leaders to the Carmelites.  When Harry Boland returned to 

the United States in July, 1920, he went to the Carmelite Priory where Peter Elias Magennis 

looked after him.  While there, he was brought up to date on the state of affairs in America.  De 

Valera was at the time in San Francisco.  He also later relaxed with the Carmelites by playing ña 

game of ballòand after dinner one afternoon along with Sean Nunan and Father Metcalf ñindulge 

at target.ò
168

   The Carmelite parish of Saint Simon Stock had been established in the Bronx in 

March, 1920.  During that same year, it would seem, Eamon De Valera visited a bazaar and lawn 

party being put on by the parish.  With his presence announced in advance, the Carmelites raised 

the price of admission and the tradition is that a riot nearly took place.  One can wonder what De 

Valera, in the United States to gain recognition of the Irish Republic and shore up its finances, 

was doing at such a pedestrian affair.  Perhaps the answer is the extent of his attachment to the 

Carmelites.
169

   

The establishment of the Irish Bonds and their sale was one of the purposes of Eamon De 

Valeraôs journey to the United States.  We are only concerned here with the Carmelite 

connection with the bonds.  We are confining ourselves to this because there were a number of 

complicated political and legal issues involved in the formation of the drive and the issuance of 

the bonds.   

The children of the Carmelite school purchased the first bond which was returned in later years 

to De Valera. The Carmelite Branch of the FOIF which later became the Carmelite Council of 

the AARIR supported the drive and purchased bonds.
170

   

After litigation in the American courts, the bonds were redeemable to the holders in 1930  at 

fifty-eight cents to the dollar.  Some of the bond subscribers still held at that time to the hope of 
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an united Irish Republic and instead of taking the return of their money, assigned the sum to De 

Valera for the establishment of a newspaper in Ireland. Called The Irish Press, it became De 

Valeraôs vehicle to redirect the attention of the people to the ideal of an united Ireland and a 

progressive national policy.  The American agent for the newspaper was the Irish Press 

Corporation which was domiciled in the state of Delaware.  Eventually, in the 1950's, the 

Carmelite, Donald OôCallaghan, became a director of this corporation and the custodian of its 

records.        
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Chapter 13 

Arms 

 

     In first year high school, our Civics teacher was Father William Travers.  Early in the year, he 

told us, ñThe principle historical errors is to judge the events of the past in the light of the 

knowledge of the present day.ò  This is the most practical and useful axiom relating to history 

that I have learned. 

     Slavery and states rights enabled the people of the South to live a way of life that they went to 

war to preserve.  Today, we would not embrace such a life but the axiom just cited restrains us in 

our day from condemning their beliefs.    

     The New York Carmelites were involved in funding, purchasing and shipping arms to Ireland 

throughout the period of 1916-23.  We have to see their participation in the light of their day 

when they desired to free their own Irish people from the oppression laid on them by the British 

Empire. 

     These Carmelites had the spirit of the men of Lexington and Concord.  Fighting the same 

empire, they did not pull triggers but assisted in the supply of weapons so others could.  I would 

not do what they did but I am not of their sentiments and time. 

     Rumors have always existed that the facilities of the Carmelite parish of Our Lady of the 

Scapular were used for the gathering, storage and shipping of arms.  Before the Free State, they 

were for the fight for independence.  In the Civil War period, they were for the Republicans. 

     Secrecy was most important in this arms business.  Sean Reid, the last of the Irish born among 

the New York Carmelites and from a staunch Republican household in Ireland, told me that as a 

seminarian in Ireland, he heard from the Carmelites nothing about the arms business.  His studies 

in Rome (1927-33) were mostly during the generalship of Peter Elias Magennis but Reid learned 

from him nothing about arms.  Only when Sean Reid came to New York as a young priest in 

1934 did he learn of the arms activities from the laymen, Jim McGee, Liam Pedlar and Tommy 

OôConnor.  The Carmelites Our Lady of the Scapular, who had participated in or knew first hand 

about the arms, also told him.
171

          

     Michael Simon Farrington, a Carmelite stationed at Our Lady of the Scapular, illustrates the 

extent of the measures employed to insure secrecy.  He wrote to Rome to Antonio Franco, an 

ñold friend.ò  Farringtonôs only complaint was that he was posted to night duty in Bellevue 

                                                           
171

 /ƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ Wŀƴ млΣ нллмŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ¢ƻƳƳȅ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊΣ ŎŦΦ CƛǘȊǇŀǘǊƛŎƪΣ IŀǊǊȅ .ƻƭŀƴŘΩǎΣ fn 89, 390. 



81 
 

Hospital for almost six months without a break.  He said he was on the verge of a collapse.  

Though he came from ñBlack Ditches,ò a nickname for a rural area near Blessington, County 

Wicklow, he seemed not to be of the Republican bent.  Besides, in his personal life, he was 

inclined to rigorism. The Carmelites assigned him to night duty so he would not be around when 

those involved in the arms business were engaged in their work.
172

   

     On June 16, 1921, The New York Times reported that 600 Thompson machine guns had been 

seized aboard the East Side docked at a Hoboken, NJ, pier.  The seizure was done by the city of 

Hoboken using a search warrant.  The Times stated the next day that 106 of the 600 guns had 

disappeared and that a man named Frank Williams came forward to claim ownership of the guns.  

The issue of June 18 claimed the British knew of a plot to smuggle arms. Williams stated he had 

invoices for the arms purchase stored in his office safe.  The 106 guns were reported as still 

missing in the June 19 paper.  A bit of a stir was created by the statement that the guns were 

ready for use should they be needed in the East Sideôs transit.  The June 22 issue of The Times 

mentioned that two unnamed persons were arrested aboard the East Side in Newport News, VA.  

The vessel was said to be bound for Dublin with coal loaded at the Virginia port.  The British 

Embassy in Washington periodically inquired about the progress of the case. This was the public 

version of the event. 

     In the later years of his life, Eamon De Valera dictated his recollections of various events in 

his past.  One six page document deals with the East Side.  Harry Boland and Jim McGee tried to 

buy a ship named Ida and then tried to charter a ship in Baltimore but both deals fell through.  

The East Side was chartered by Boland, McGee and others because Michael Collins pushed them 

into action.  They planned to place arms in the hold and cover then with coal.  Curley, the shipôs 

captain, was to receive $2,500. 

     ñThe stuff was taken from 29th Street.  They left here at two in the morning.  When about to 

leave, they met Fr. McGuinness.ò  This is definite proof the Carmelite priory at 338 East 29th 

Street was used as an arsenal.  De Valera often spelled Peter Elias Magennis, name that way.  In 

later years, Lawrence Flanagan in their correspondence would correct him on this error.  The 

arms were Thompson sub machine guns and ñThe pieces had all been packed in burlap at 29th 

Street and sewn up by sailors.ò 

     Jim McGee saw to the guns being placed on board at Hoboken but a protest strike by 

longshoremen against British actions in Ireland kept McGee, a longshoreman, off the pier and 

the arms were not properly stowed away. The shipôs crew apparently reported the presence of the 

guns to the authorities. Federal customs agents then seized the guns and placed them on a truck. 

The gun shippers got in touch with Father Timothy Shanley, Judge Owen Bohan, Captain Hayes 

in Jersey city, Eugene Kinkead, Joe McGarrity and Lawrence De Lacy.  Through the influence of 

one or more of these persons, the seizure was turned into a ñstolen propertyò case.  It was stated 
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they were stolen from Lawrence De Lacy.  Throughout this case, one alias  DeLacy will use is 

that of Frank Williams. 

     When the customs men brought their loaded truck to the end of the pier, Captain Garrick of 

the Hoboken police seized the load as ñstolen propertyò and brought the guns to police 

headquarters.  They would not remain there long as customs obtained a writ and  took the arms 

from the police.
173

  

     Three months later on September 27, The New York Times reported that on the previous day, 

federal agents had arrested George Gordon Rorke as one of the four who were responsible for 

placing the 600 guns aboard the East Side.  The arms had been bought from the Auto Ordinance 

Company of New York.  The twenty-nine year old Rorke was a graduate of Georgetown 

University and was held in $3,000 bail.  He knew the guns were destined for Ireland and the  

money used was supplied by Sinn Fein.  Rorkeôs lawyer was William Harmon Black who was 

suddenly booked for the case by Guy Mason, a Washington lawyer connected to Rorke. The 

paper reported that the East Side, after taking on a load of coal at Newport News, was to sail for 

England.  Reading this itinerary, one wonders how the guns would have been brought to Ireland. 

     The Times of the next day told how Rorke was to go before a  grand jury in Trenton, NJ.  

Mason, his Washington lawyer, said the wrong man was arrested and that the purchase from 

Auto  Ordinance had been a ñstraight dealò in which Rorke was working on a commission basis.  

Mason described Rorke as sympathetic to Irish aspirations and well known in Washington.  

Rorke maintained he had no knowledge of the gunsô purpose and because none of the three 

named with Rorke were arrested, it was presumed they had fled.  Rorke had worked for two  

companies and was the president of the Protestant Friends of Irish Freedom.  Mason was sure he 

was not guilty.  This same issue of The Times reported that English newspapers had reports of 

many guns entering Ireland since the truce. 

     Throughout the next two months, The Times reported on the case as it went through the 

judicial process.  On October 2, it reported that the Thompsons had been tested in an armory.  

Frank Williams (actually Lawrence De Lacy) related how the guns were stolen from him while 

he was transporting them from New York City to a Hoboken warehouse. John J. OôBrien of the 

Bronx did the actual transfer and he told of an unnamed friend making the purchase.  OôBrien 

had been arrested on October 1 and The Times of October 14 told of his release by 

Commissioner Hitchcock in Trenton for lack of evidence.  Hitchcock was in charge of 

arraignments and if a grand jury did not indict, he could dismiss charges.  The paper of 
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November 8 reported the adjournment of Rorkeôs case until Thursday, November 10.  The grand 

jury in Trenton was given additional time to look into the case but if they were not ready to 

proceed by that Thursday, Hitchcock was ready to dismiss the charges. Rorkeôs commission in 

the arms deal was $10,000.      

     The Times reported on November 11 that on the day before, Thursday, Hitchcock released 

Rorke due to a lack of evidence.  No other indictment was ever made against Rorke or any others 

involved in the East Side case.  An attempt to link Rorke and his  cohorts with the charge of 

trying to disturb the peace in Great Britain failed.  Because there was no indictment, no court 

papers relating to the case were preserved.  What is astonishing is that no link to the Carmelites 

and their 29th Street priory was ever disclosed.
174

  

     More than six months later, the East Side case was revived. Lieutenant Colonel Marcellus 

Thompson was arrested for involvement.  The Times reported he had pleaded ñnot guiltyò to the 

charge.  Thompson was the son of the machine gunôs inventor and vice president of his fatherôs 

company.  His wife, Dorothy, was the daughter of George Harvey, the United States ambassador 

to Great Britain.  In reporting the near loss of Dorothy in a boating accident in 1924, The Times 

reported on March 30 that her husbandôs charges had been dismissed in 1923.  Earlier on January 

23, 1923, the paper had reported that charges against Frank Williams, alias Lawrence De Lacy 

alias Lawrence Pierce had been nol-prossed. 

     Frank Williams had filed a claim for the guns on August 18, 1921 but it had not been acted 

upon by 1924 and the Justice Department was anxious to bring the matter to a close.  The State 

and Treasury Departments had no objections to the release of the arms and in September, 1925, 

they were released to Joseph McGarrity acting for Frank Williams, the original claimant. The 

guns were only 495 in number and McGarrity placed them in storage in Manhattan where they 

remained at least until October, 1932 when McGarrity and   Connie Neenan examined them.
175

    

Where the Carmelite guns eventually found a home is still a mystery.                    
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     The Times of March 30, 1924 cited the value of the Thompsons as $111,375.  In the De 

Valera papers, there are receipts relating to these guns.  One of May 15, 1921 has Gordon Rorke 

receiving $20,480 from Frank Williams.  Another dated June 15, 1921, the day before the seizure 

of the East Side, has Rorke receiving from Williams $101,400.  There must have been some 

importance or even sentimental value attached to these receipts as Eamon De Valera noted on 

them that they were hand delivered to him on April 27, 1957 by Kevin Bradshaw, the Mayor of 

Limerick.  They had been preserved and forwarded by Father Timothy Shanley, a New York 

priest who is in the shadows of a number of clandestine operations.
176

   

     Evidence of the use of the Carmelite priory as an arsenal came from an unexpected source.  

Niall Brannigan, a former United States Army officer was working in 1992 on a degree in 

history at University College Dublin.  He planned on writing his thesis on Irish army logistics in 

the 1919-23 period.  His topic entailed ñthe analysis of the Quartermaster General Department 

and its function in the acquisition and distribution of supplies for the two wars - not the least of 

which were the arms & ammunition.ò  During his research, Brannigan found a manuscript of one 

Edmund OôBrien, a Tipperary man, whom Brannigan considered a key player in the arms traffic 

between the United States and Ireland. Brannigan left the university and after serving in Bosnia, 

marrying and living in Germany, he cannot be located.  I have not been able to locate OôBrienôs 

manuscript but fortunately, Brannigan sent me in his correspondence some significant quotes. 

     Here is one: 

     ñLater [mid-summer, 1920] a safer and more commodious store for 

such goods [arms and ammunition] was found in the Carmelite Priory, 

which was, if I remember correctly, on 29th Street, on the East Side.  The 

Carmelite priests were very favorable disposed towards the Irish cause and 

gave their help in every way.  In this case it provided us with a place 

within their grounds to use as a dump for arms and ammunition, which 

relieved us of a lot of anxiety regarding the safety of such stuff.ò  

     During the construction of Our Lady of the Scapular Church in 1889, the  Carmelites were 

able to purchase for a priory the tenement that abutted the west side of the rear of the church.  

This was 338 East 29th Street.  During the church construction an entrance was made on the 

ground floor from the priory to the sacristy at the rear of the church.  A passageway may have 

been constructed from the priory basement to the church basement which was the location of 

storage areas and the mechanical rooms.     
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   Sean Reid, pastor of Our Lady of the Scapular 1943-64, wrote to Brannigan some of the 

Carmelite oral traditions concerning arms.  From Lawrence Flanagan and a man involved in 

arms, Tommy OôConnor, Reid learned that one time two cases of arms were stored in the 

sacristy but there was danger they might break through the floor.  Beneath this was the 

mechanical room containing the furnace and the oil tank.  Because this room had a locked door 

and no windows,  the two cases were moved there and stored  until they were shipped to Ireland.  

Reid felt this was before the Civil War but that if it were during the war, the arms were for the 

Republicans.  In concluding, he mentioned that the Carmelites never forgave the Free Staters for 

executing their two good friends, Liam Mellows and Rory OôConnor.
177

   

     The De Valera papers have two pages concerning money moving back and forth to Ireland.  

Jim McGee, Harry Boland and Joseph McGarrity are listed so arms must be involved.  Another 

name is that of the New York priest, Father Timothy Shanley.  The Carmelites were not the only 

clergy in the arms business.
178

      

     During the Anglo-Irish War, the needed munitions did not arrive in Ireland in the quantities 

hoped for and IRA efforts were consequently hindered.
179

   

     Living at 15 The Crescent in Dublin, Harry Boland wrote on April 20, 1922 to Joseph 

McGarrity telling him the Clan was the sole hope of Ireland.  This is just previous to the Civil 

War.  He mentioned that IRA largely controlled the Free State but the cost of maintaining their 

barracks was 20,000 Sterling a month.  Begging McGarrity to send every available dollar ñto the 

men who are determined to hold the Republic.ò  He pleaded, ñDonôt be afraid of the Civil War 

bogey.  There will be no Civil War in Ireland...ò  He added that with full suffrage, the Republic 

will be confirmed.  He asked again, ñSend every Dollar you can to Mellows, OôConnor and 

Traynor. Cable it at once and we can save the country.ò
180

  Presuming this is Denis OôConnor, it 

shows how deeply he was involved in the cause. That July 25, just a short time before his own 

death on August 1. Boland wrote again from Dublin, ñSend all the stuff and money you can.ò
181

   

     Blatant evidence of the Carmelite involvement in the arms trade is found in a May 24, 1922 

letter from New York of Liam Pedlar  to Harry Boland in Ireland.  The letter is concerned with 

matters of the Civil War and of course, arms.  Referring to what he calls the ñ.45 propositionò - 

that is .45 caliber ammunition - Pedlar mentions Father OôConnor.  Pedlar cited the original 

order as being for 700,000 rounds and the cash needed was the balance of $13,000 indicating 
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some payment had been made.  Pedlar wanted Boland to authorize Father OôConnor to give 

Pedlar the balance or whatever he had on hand which Pedlar estimated as between $18,000 and 

$20,000.  Though he was working on this deal, Pedlar was not sure it would go through.  Gordon 

Rorke was again the agent and his uncle, Philips, was the source of the ammunition.  Rorke was 

pressing his uncle for delivery and Pedlar was anxious to have the funds from OôConnor so he 

could test this source and see if it was genuine or an empty promise.
182

   

    A message from Pedlar to McGarrity that appears from the context to be written in 1922 is on 

4" x 6" memo paper with punched holes for a loose leaf book.  It was folded in such a way that it 

fitted into a small envelope and could have been secretly transmitted by being placed in a shoe, 

for example.  McGarrity was instructed to get in touch with Rorke in Washington, DC, and make 

him come across with 500,000 rounds of .45 ammunition or return the money already paid which 

was   about $15,000.  Then  McGarrity was told to inquire ñHow about the Thompson Case.ò 

Finally he was told to get the ammunition from Kinkeadôs place ñsomehow.ò  This was Eugene 

F. Kinkead, a supporter of De Valera, a friend of the Carmelites and often referred to with the 

title of Major.  He later became a bank executive. 

     Pedlar warned McGarrity that Rorke may try to get out of the deal and told him to be sure that 

Rorke came across with the goods or the money.  Pedlar said that he had told Rorkeôs uncle, 

Philips, that Rorke was supplying the goods.  Hugh Montague had a lot of ñstuffò among which 

were fifteen Thompsons and a case of spare parts.  Pedlar told McGarrity to get possession of it 

all and said that  Tommy OôConnor and Jim McGee would help.  McGeeôs name was mentioned 

again as being of help in fund raising. Pedlar had heard McGee had a son and was glad for him. 

Finally Pedlar listed the presence of trouble among different factions.  In citing names and 

places, Pedlar mentions an OôBrien who could be the one behind using the Carmelite priory as a 

weapons storehouse.
183

   

     Aware of Harry Bolandôs involvement in this ammunition deal, Liam Pedlar wrote Joseph 

McGarrity on August 3, 1922 to inform him Boland had been killed.  ñPoor Harry is being 

removed to the White Friars St. Church (Carmelites) this evening.  The pro cathedral and another 

church had refused to take him in.  We can never forget the Carmelites both in the U. S. and at 

home.ò This is a promise that has been kept.  Peter Elias Magennis and Denis OôConnor were 

present for Bolandôs funeral celebrated by Berchmans Devlin, the churchôs rector.  One observer 

remarked that few mem were at the funeral as they were ñon the run.ò
184
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     Though Harry was gone, the ammunition deal was not.  Pedlar wrote McGarrity that August 

18 telling him $13,000 to $14,000 was involved in the deal.  Pedlar told him to get Rorke to 

deliver or else make another arrangement with a definite understanding.  Sean Nunan and Harry 

Boland had made this important deal.  In pressuring McGarrity for action, Pedlar mentioned that 

Rorkeôs uncle, Philips, was a general in the United States Army.
185

   

     This deal seems never to have been completed but an interesting footnote to it is that in 1923, 

the year after Harryôs death, Kathleen Boland, his sister, was pursuing claims for Harryôs estate. 

She made one against Remington, the ammunition manufacturer.  John T. Ryan was asked to 

assist her.  He said the claim should be against Rorke and Philips as they were the ones who had 

received  $13,500 of the $27,000 contract.  Philips had the money.  Rorke had no effective 

influence on him and both were ducking Jim McGee who wanted either the ammunition or the 

money returned.
186

   

     Jim McGee has been mentioned as a friend of the Carmelites and a key man in the arms 

business.  He was a longshoreman who lived on Manhattanôs East Side in the area of 38th Street 

which was Saint Gabrielôs Parish.  When the entire area was to be obliterated by the construction 

of the Queens Midtown Tunnel in the period 1936-40, McGee moved to Long Island City.  He 

was well acquainted with the various Carmelites at Our Lady of the Scapular and also with all 

the people sent from Ireland to secure arms.  Records indicate he was deeply involved and for a 

longer period of time than we are dealing with.  He was very cozy with every person sent from 

Ireland to obtain arms for the Republicans.  

     About a year after the shooting of Harry Boland, Joseph McGarrity, Luke Dillon and Jim 

McGee gave money to his mother, Kate Boland.  It was brought to her personally by a lady from 

Longford, an example of the message transmission system that had been established.  Kate 

thanked them in two letters.  One of these thank Jim McGee for sending a picture of his wife 

with their young son.  She promised that she would put the picture next to that of the boyôs 

godfather, Harry Boland.
187

  When this boy, Patrick Eamon De Valera McGee, matured, he was 

a student with the Carmelites intending to join their order. He changed this intent and entered the 

business world where he was extremely successful.  He continued his Carmelite connections 

throughout his life even founding a chapter of the Carmelite Third Order in Hicksville, NY, to 

which he belonged until his death.   

     When Edward Boland, Harryôs brother, came to the United States, Jim McGee was puzzled as 

to why the man left Ireland. Jim saw the Carmelite, Albert Metcalf, then at Our Lady of the 
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Scapular and learned the source of the manôs trouble.  McGee then thought it best to keep away 

from him.  Father Timothy Shanley sent him to a home in upper New York State for a cure.  

Lawrence Flanagan was also involved in his care and secured for him the services of a Doctor 

Quinn. Edward Boland died in New York in 1928 while he was a guest of Judge Owen Bohan. 

The Clan paid for his funeral expenses and when Lawrence Flanagan was next in Ireland, he 

visited Edward Bolandôs family.
188

   

     Through the 1920's, Jim McGee was treasurer for the Clan funds collected to be sent to 

Ireland.  Receipts in the McGarrity papers show this activity running into the 1930's.  One of 

Jimôs close advisors, surprisingly, was the rather staid and quiet Carmelite, Lawrence D. 

Flanagan. The sad part of the McGee story is that when he assumed the leadership of Ireland in 

1932, Eamon De Valera distanced himself from McGeeôs pristine Republican goal of freedom 

and unity of all of Ireland.  While De Valera later in life recalled fond memories of Jim McGee, 

there was not the intense cordiality of their relationship of former years.
189

   

        Jim McGee married twice, the first wife having died.  Anne McGee Cunningham was born 

of the first wife and Patrick Eamon De Valera McGee of the second.  Harry Boland was Patrickôs 

godfather.  At the time I began my research, Patrick McGee was dead and his wife, Patricia, 

knew little of her father- in- lawôs activities.  I was able to speak with Anne McGee Cunningham 

and she was well aware of her fatherôs gun running activities and told me of them.
190

   

      Jim McGee bought the arms from a gunsmith whose shop was across the street from the 

house they lived in.  Because he was a longshoreman, he was able to ship these goods through 

Germany to Ireland.    

     Jim McGeeôs second wife was not interested in these Irish activities and destroyed all his 

papers after his death.  A handgun, a six shooter, was kept and Patrick McGee later tried to send 

it to a Dublin museum by giving it to Father Donald OôCallaghan who planned to give it to the 

Irish delegation at the United Nations for shipment to Ireland in the Diplomatic Pouch.  

OôCallaghan died before this could be done. Found in his room at his death, those on the scene 

did not know the provenance of the gun and it was dumped into the East River to avoid charges 

of having an unregistered gun.  OôCallaghan had shown me the gun and told me it was Harry 

Bolandôs.  Anne McGee Cunningham insisted that the gun belonged to ñPaò Murray who used 

the aliases of OôBrien and OôByrne.  He had been sent to the United States to kill a traitor.  This 

he did in New York in Central Park during a Saint Patrickôs Day Parade.  Through the influence 

of Judge Owen Bohan the whole matter was quashed.
191

    

                                                           
188

 McGarrity Papers, 17,447, NLI; McGee to McGarrity, Long Island City, April 3, 1928 in ibid., 17,424; Neenan to 
hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴΣ ώb¸ϐΣ bƻǾ нпΣ мфпоΣ !b¸tΦ 
 
189

 McGarrity Papers, 17,534, 17,447, 17,556, NLI; Carr, The Irish 19-20. 
 
191

 Coogan, IRA 129; Conversation of author with Cunningham, 2001. 



89 
 

    The majority of the IRB also belonged to the IRA.  The executive of the latter decided January 

27 and 28, 1924 to instruct P. A. ñPaò Murray, then Adjutant General of the IRA, to summon all 

the county centers of the IRB still in the IRA and order them to disband the IRB.  ñPaò agreed 

and notified the IRA in Scotland, England and the United States. He reported this agreement to 

Frank Aiken.
192

        

      When Harry Boland had come to the United States in 1919, he represented the Supreme 

Council of the IRB in the Clan-na-Gael activities the main of which was to supply the Irish 

Republican Army with the weapons needed to defend Dail Eireann and the declared Irish 

Republic.  When Eamon De Valera also came to the United States in 1919, Michael Collins was 

upset because he felt Devôs place was in Ireland.  Collinsô only interest in the States was ñto 

procure more arms to fight the British.ò  On his arrival in New York, Boland was met at the boat 

by Jim Gleeson and Jim McGee.  Bolandôs past record, the authority that sent him and his 

associations all indicated he had arms and ammunition as his purpose.  All of this had to be done 

in a clandestine manner because the Irish Republic was not officially recognized and under the 

neutrality law, any securing of arms   would be seen as actions against England, a friendly 

ally.
193

    What Sean T. OôKelly wrote his wife from his post in Rome fits in with this, ñYour bit 

of news re H. B. is most interesting.  I think I can imagine the purpose of his mission.ò
194

   

     Liam Mellows, Harry Boland and Sean Nunan all did service for De Valera in the United 

States. All were in varying degrees concerned with the supplying of arms and all were Carmelite 

friends.  When De Valera was writing in 1959 to his old friend, Lawrence Flanagan, he 

mentioned the visits of old friends.  Nunan, Pedlar and  Bohan were among those he recalled.  I 

wonder in the absence of evidence how Judge Owen Bohan fitted in with those gun runners.
195

      

Among the papers of Lawrence D. Flanagan in the New York Carmelitesô archives are a group 

of papers folded and placed in an envelope marked ñImportant Papers. To Be Kept Safe for Liam 

Pedlar.ò  They are copies of notes, letters and minutes of meetings.  Code names are employed 

and much of the material deals with the bond drive.  The material must have been considered of 

sufficient importance for Pedlar to have it typed for preservation and given to a priest to insure 

its safety.  In 1924, Pedlar was appointed by De Valera and Frank Aiken as the Military Attache 

to the Legation of the Republic of Ireland.  His instructions stated he was to act on behalf of the 
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Minister of Defense or any Army Department.   That Pedlar was an arms procurer shows further 

the involvement of the Carmelites with this facet of the freedom movement.
196

  

  

This was an age before e mail and wireless communication.  Mail could be watched and opened.  

Phones could be tapped.   As he went about his work of amassing and transporting arms to 

Ireland, Harry Boland devised a systems of codes so that it was somewhat difficult to know 

exactly who he was writing about.
197

   When Michael Collins in 1921 was trying to find 

information about the Thompson submachine gun with the intent of securing them, it was Boland 

who learned the cost and the availability.  This he sent to Collins through a courier.  Joseph 

McGarrity secured two American officers to go to Ireland to train in the use of the Thompsons. 

In Ireland the meeting place was Harryôs tailoring shop.  The British knew of the arrival of these 

guns by boat in Ireland.  In September of that same year, the number of Thompsons smuggled to 

Ireland had gone from six to fifty-one.  Most of these came from the United States.  As Harry 

Boland came to the celebration of Christmas in that year of 1921, when he had done so much to 

increase the armed strength of the IRA, it was with the Carmelites at their 29th Street Priory that 

he dined.  Right after Christmas, he left for Ireland in the company of Liam Pedlar, Sean Nunan 

and Frank Dempsey  for the Treaty vote.  These were all closely associated with the Carmelites 

and were known arms traffickers.
198

   

     Among the IRA ñCaptured Documentsò held at the Military Archive, Cathal Brugha 

Barracks, are a series of documents dealing with the assignment of IRA members to the United 

States as publicists to explain the purpose of the IRA as well as the political and military 

situation in Ireland as they saw it.  The belief was such explanations would ease the task of 

gathering arms.
199

  An example of the secrecy involved is the instruction of Liam Pedlar to Joe 

McGarrity to use messengers because it was not safe to use the mail. An example of the secrecy 

utilized is seen in a series of letters of Michael Collins to Harry Boland then in the United States.  

In a cover letter Collins lists a number of persons he has enclosed letters for.  A courier delivered 

the packet to Boland who had the letters distributed.
200
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       Documents on Irish Foreign Policy mentions how Liam Pedlar, Harry Boland, Robert 

Briscoe and Sean T. OôKelly were involved in the arms business.  The Carmelites only knew 

Briscoe casually but the other three were closely associated with them.
201

      

    How large was the traffic in arms between the United States and Ireland ?  Record Group 59 

of the National Archives and Records Administration is titled, ñRecords of the Department of 

State Relating to Internal Affairs of Great Britain, 1910-29.ò  In the section dealing with ñIreland 

(Irish Free State, Eire)ò forty-seven rolls of microfilm covering the period of January, 1920 to 

January, 1925 have material on arms.  They relate to the seizure of ships at sea and in port either 

in the United States or in Ireland, reports of the landing of arms and rumors of them being 

gathered for shipment to Ireland. 

     At the time, Richard Mulcahy of the IRA was conducting arms purchases and their transport 

in Liverpool, Manchester and Glascow.  Judging from the presence of news clippings among his 

papers, he was very interested in that June, 1921 seizure of the East Side in Hoboken, NJ.
202

   

     It is interesting that the almost official narration of the De Valera era, The Irish Republic by 

Dorothy McArdle there are few mentions of the main American financial supporter of the arms 

business, Joseph McGarrity.  As important as he was for the arms and munitions supply, he 

receives little or no mention or recognition in this volume.  Though general remarks are made by 

McArdle about the importation of arms and though she mentions Mellows as being in charge in 

1920 of the arms imports and she cites the IRA import of arms in 1921, she continues the usual 

policy of ignoring such a subject as the importation of arms and munitions. She understands and 

writes of the importing of arms as a common occurrence and something everyone knew about 

but she gives no details or names except for the persons in charge at different times.  There were 

plenty coming into Ireland and it is no real surprise that the Carmelites were involved in this 

trade.  During the Civil War, the Free State discovery of the missions to buy and import arms did 

much to curtail this process.
203

  

      After the Cosgrave government was succeeded by that of Eamon De Valera in 1932 and he 

modified what McGarrity, J. T. Ryan and Jim McGee considered the true Republican goals of a 

united and free Ireland, they would not accept this Fianna Fail departure and continued their 

efforts for the IRA.
204

         

     A doctoral thesis, The Role of Joseph McGarrity in the Struggle for Irish Independence is 

good in its listing of all the extant material concerning McGarrity but is surprising in that it 
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contains nothing explicit about his supplying of arms.  The gift of much of his money is listed 

but it is never explained what the money was used for.
205

   

     Though the Carmelites and other New York clerics knew of or  were involved in the 

munitions business, not all of the Church in New York was so inclined.  Father James Powers, 

pastor of All Saints Church in Manhattan, addressed on August 3,1921 a four page, single 

spaced, letter size protest to Harry Boland.  Since it was printed, the distribution was as 

widespread as possible.  What Powers was protesting was that at a Fianna meeting in his All 

Saints Chapel, there was a riot caused by the invasion of a group of men led by Jim óRedô 

McGee.  The group demanded but were denied admission to the meeting. He called them the 

reorganized Clan.  The invadersô names were in his possession and they could be prosecuted.  

After going into the history and record of this rowdy group and some of its members, Powers 

made the point that the Fianna members of All Saints Parish wanted to keep their group and not 

join the ñreorganized Clan.ò  He stated his suspicion that the use of the name Clan was just a 

ploy to hide its reality, the IRA.
206

  

     A week later Boland replied in like form, a printed letter but only two pages in length.  He 

denied approving any breakup of a meeting.  The split from the FOIF to the newly founded 

AARIR was gone into by Boland probably because the Carmelite Branch was prominent in 

this.
207

   The denial and the explanation were not satisfactory to Powers.  He replied in four more 

pages in the same format as his original letter.  His main thrust was that Boland controlled 

McGee and others of the Clan.  He railed out against all that Harry was doing and promoting 

meaning supplying arms and promoting the IRA.
208

   There was no further response made by 

Boland. 
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Chapter 14 

Financial Contributions 

 

Despite what seems to have been a general carelessness for the preservation of important 

documents, the archives of the New York Carmelites contain material rather carefully preserved 

that illustrate the Carmelites passing money to various Irish causes.   

There are three undated lists of donations all on priory stationery and would seem to be from 

around 1920.  They are as follows: 

Parade:  seven donations totaling $70 

Untitled: total $3,018.78 

Refugee Fund: eight pages of contributions by individuals, organizations and councils (AARIR).  

These total $26,527.99  plus one in Sterling for 348.5.10  

There are seven receipts for disbursements from the ñRefugee Fundò dated from April 15, 1921 

to May 16, 1921.  They are of various amounts and are classified ñbeing donations to the 

óRefugee Fundô as shown on back thereof.ò  AARIR groups are on one receipt.  Some clubs and 

individuals are on another while the AARIR and clubs are on a third one.  On a fourth, two 

individuals gave $500 each to which is added money from clubs and the Committee for the Irish 

Republic.  The other three are blank on the reverse.  The total in these disbursements is 

$5,654.10  The signer of all receipts is Gmac an Bhaird. 

Dated, May 19, 1921 are four receipts that have on their top portion the rubber stamp: ñAmerican 

Commission on Irish Independenceò with the New York address of 411 Fifth Avenue. The 

amounts are all designated for the Refugee Fund.  All are signed by Gmac an Bhaird but four are 

cosigned by H. J. Boland as the ñEnvoy of the Republic of Ireland.ò  These latter four total 

$3,207.96 

A list with no title dated June 6, 1921 lists receipts of $20,221.70 whose sources and purposes 

are not indicated.  The disbursements listed have no indication of purpose.  Five are to the Dial 

Eirean and total $3,868.10 while three for ñHarry Bolandò totaling $2,733 and three more for ñH. 

J. Bolandò come to $2,230.96 

On this same sheet is a listing of the funds in the Fifth National Bank.  A June 10, 1921 deposit 

totaled $2,185 while one on July 8 amounted to $6,648.67 making the total in the bank  that July 

$17,705.73.  To this is added without notation the sum of $2,515.97 making the bank total 

$20,221.70. 
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There are six typed pages dated August 11, 1921 of contributions to the Refugee Fund.  The total 

is $30,664.62 which is the same sum on another sheet that seems to be a preliminary calculation.  

There are also in the New York Carmelites archives twelve large ledger pages with neat writing 

in a beautiful hand.  They are filled with names and figures which are subtotaled and totaled.  

The title on the cover has in calligraphy ñRefugee Fund in Account with the Irish Mission, 

1921.ò  On the cash received side are the names of the givers and the amount of the 

contributions.  The ledger pages are the original source of the six typed pages and the total 

contributions come to the same $30,664.62.  Only two of the disbursement pages are used.  The 

one for April, 1921 lists five times ñBy Check to Harry Bolandò in the total amount of $3,303 

and in May, 1921, there were eight of these checks totaling $5,469.06 as well as a $100 Liberty 

Bond.  Though the disbursement figures do not concur with the previously mentioned receipts, 

we do not mean to imply any impropriety. Possibly it is simply the lack of preserving all records.      

  Three other receipts all stamped ñAmerican Commission on Irish Independenceò seem to 

be of some importance.  One of October 13, 1921 acknowledges $27,000 for the Refugee Fund.  

Gmac ab Bhaird signed but there is the countersignature of S. M.  OôMeara with the title 

ñRepresentative of the Minister of Finance.ò  One of that October 14 notes Sterling 348.5.10 for 

the Refugee Fund stating this amount was received from Denis OôConnor in ñdrafts payable to 

Bishop Fogartyò who was Michael Fogarty the Bishop of Killaloe.  To him on January 10, 1922 

was a similar receipt for Sterling 213.04. 

Denis OôConnor was involved in money laundering to convey the bond money to Ireland.  He 

received money from two different banks, deposited it in a third and then issued a check for 

$200,000 to the Bishop of Killaloe.
209

   

Across the Atlantic, there are in the Eamon De Valera Papers  a number of printed documents 

and receipts relating to the Carmelite Council of the AARIR.  As of June [1920 ?] the Carmelite 

Council with 1348 members donated $1,011 and listed Denis OôConnor as the state treasurer. A 

man named Driscoll and listed as the state secretary sent him on July 27, 1921 $4,453.  P. A. 

Gaynor of the American Commission of Irish Independence signed a number of receipts from 

January 21, 1920 to May 19, 1922 to acknowledge the money he received from Denis OôConnor.  

The grand total is $36, 586.70.
210

   

Other records in the New York archives include  a receipt for the Election Fund in Ireland for 

$1,519.93 acknowledged on April 14, 1922 by Thomas D. OôConnor.  A receipt for $1,625.65 is 

for the De Valera Fund and is signed by Denis OôConnor. 

Though these materials are in primitive form according to the standards of today, there is some 

significance of their importance to the Carmelites of that time in the fact that they took steps for 
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their preservation.  Most were carefully kept in the papers of Lawrence D. Flanagan who 

succeeded both OôConnor and OôFarrell as the Carmelites Commissary General or superior.  

With the death of Denis OôConnor on March 1, 1924, one would expect a cessation in the 

donations to the Irish.  This was not the case. $3,166 was contributed to the Irish Republican 

Party (Cumann na Poblachta) though some of this had to have come from the OôConnor period.  

The source of this money was various meetings of the Carmelite Chapter AARIR.  Some money 

was given to a Defense Fund and some donations were in memory of Father Denis OôConnor. 

To the Arus na Poblachta, the Carmelite Council of the AARIR gave $2,347 between August and 

September, 1924.  Some of the money was earmarked for Fianna Fail or the Irish Republican 

Party Election Fund.  The purpose of some of this fund raising was remarkably similar to the 

preceding and the impression is given that there was the funneling of funds to the more 

immediate cause of the time.   

To a group named the Problacht na h Eireann, $3,719 was contributed between February 17, 

1925 and August 18, 1926 by the Carmelite Council of the AARIR.  This sum came mainly from 

sixteen meetings all of which took place in a venue other than the Carmelite Hall.  The meetings 

commemorated the Manchester Martyrs, the Easter Week Rising and one in honor of General 

Frank Aiken and one for the expenses of the ñArchbishop Mannix Meeting.ò 

For Eamon De Valeraôs Fianna Fail a total of $750 was contributed on two occasions in 1927. 

With these other fund raising results, are present a number of certificates reporting contributions 

to the American Committee of the Irish Republican Soldiers and Prisoners Dependents Fund.  

There is one for 1923 for $125 and two for 1924 for a total of $205.  Thirteen others with no 

dates total $3,109.60 making a grand total of $3,439.60. 

The Council bought ten $5 shares in the Sinn Fein Publishing Company in 1920 and four more 

$5 shares in 1921.   

All the certificates we have listed after the death of Denis OôConnor on March 1, 1924 are in the 

name of the Carmelite Council of the AARIR and bear the name of Miss Catherine Flanagan, 

Treasurer.  The grand total of all these certificates is $12,916.60.  Not only do all these 

contributions indicate the generosity of the Carmelite Council to Irish causes but they represent a 

great deal of activity in the Carmelite Council.  Such funds seem to have come in small sums 

which means many gave to make the amounts listed.   

The American Consul in Dublin in his report of June 9, 1921 to the State Department mentioned 

that without American money, the IRA would have to quit in three months.
211

   This caught the 

attention of the Secretary of State, Charles E. Hughes, who asked how the money came to 
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Ireland.
212

   The Dublin Consul replied  in two ways.  He listed all the funds including ñthe 

Prisoners Dependents Fundò and stated they are conduits for Sinn Fein money. He also sent a 

long list of names of persons interested in funneling money to Ireland.  From this list, here are 

some who were associated in some manner with the Carmelites: Harry Boland, Laurence 

Ginnell, Patrick McCartan, Judge John Goff, Mary MacSwiney, Major Eugene Kinkead, Mary 

McWhorter, Catherine Flanagan.  This last was the secretary of the Carmelite Council of the 

AARIR and had her name on most of the certificates we have mentioned above.
213

  As late as 

1924, President William Cosgrave feared arms and money would be coming from the United 

States.
214

   

It appears that there are just too many causes and organizations for the funds described above to 

be sent to.  To say that at least some of  these were covers is not difficult.  Whether some went 

towards arms purchases we do not know but it is very possible.  Apparently much money was 

funneled to Republican usage through paper groups like those we have listed above.        
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Chapter 15 

Liam Mellows 

 

     Liam Mellows and his association with the Carmelites deserves a special place in dealing 

with the Irish Freedom Movement.  His part in the 1916 Rising made him a wanted man.  He 

came to the United States on a munitions ship out of Liverpool using false seamanôs papers in 

the name of Edward Moore.
215

     

     We have seen earlier how Liam Mellows and Patrick McCartan were involved in 1917 in 

forging documents for an effort to leave the United States.  That same year, in his response to a 

letter from the New York Draft Board # 129, Mellows refused to register, be inducted and serve.  

He gave as his reason the silence of the United States on the freedom of Ireland and its 

acquiescence to the English occupation of Ireland.  When he was asked, as an immigrant, how he 

had come to the United States, he refused to answer because that would tip the British how he 

had escaped their clutches. His address at that time was West 96 Street where he was living with 

a family named Kirwan. Mellows seems only to have had hearings in this matter before a United 

States Commissioner and he was not indicted.
216

   

     Mellows also had to appear before Judge Abraham Meyer, a justice of the City Court in New 

York in March, 1919.  This was an additional matter to the conspiracy charge and the refusal to 

register for the draft which were both federal criminal charges. This matter was minor and after 

court revisions in 1962, this court ceased to exist and its records were destroyed.
217

   

      Originally, Liam Mellowsô main work was at the Gaelic American but he also addressed 

meetings and worked as an organizer for the Friends of Irish Freedom.  He had differences with 

the Clan and when his hosts, the Kirwans, would not take his part, he left them and went to live 

at the Carmelitesô 29th Street Priory.  Mary McWhorter believed that Mellows was ñalmost on 

the verge of starvationò when Magennis found him and took him in. After a time, he left to live 

with Peter MacSwiney.  This was a match of kindred spirits.  Peterôs brother, John, was in the 

Canadian army but had been put into prison because he refused to go overseas to fight as an ally 
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of the British.  Peter tried to obtain his release. Mellows was also concerned with helping Irish 

Americans in various stages of the draft who did not want to serve fighting with the English.
218

   

   Mellows spent much of his free time at the Carmelite School teaching Irish dancing and music.  

His diary for the period, January to June, 1919, tells of his close Carmelite association.  In June 

and July, he made trips to Saint Albertôs, the Carmelite formation house in Middletown, NY.  

Each time he bathed in the lake.  The trip on July 6 brought Peter Elias Magennis, Norman 

Thomas, Peter Golden and both the singers and the dancers from Our Lady of the Scapular for a 

rally.  The attendance was poor at the 2:30 PM gathering. Thunderstorms are supposed to have 

affected the numbers.  Afterwards, all returned to Saint Albertôs and stayed the night.   

     Liam Mellows fairly regularly had lunch and dinner at the priory and visited Denis OôConnor 

and the other Carmelites residing there.  On the eve of July 4, 1919, he went with friends across 

the Hudson to Palisades Amusement Park.
219

     

     Mellows entered a feis of the Gaelic League and won a prize for his singing.   Humble in his 

accomplishment, he simply said, ñThe fiddle did duty once more.
220

  

    Invited to spend Christmas, 1918, with his friends, the J. J. Hearns, he declined because he had 

already promised Father Magennis and the Carmelites that he would be with them for 

Christmas.
221

   

 There are two Liam Mellows letters in the New York Carmelitesô archives. Their presence with 

Carmelite material is an indication of the closeness of their relationship with Mellows.  His 

spending some time as a house guest of the Carmelites perhaps explains their presence.  One 

letter concerns his travels in the United State in 1920 while the other was written in November, 

1922 while he was in Mountjoy Prison.  The latter was addressed to Fathers OôConnor and 

Flanagan and borne personally to them by Dan OôLeary.  Mellows requested the two priests to 

help OôLeary get established in a warm and dry place in the United States like Arizona.  That he 

would entrust OôConnor and Flanagan with this task for his friend is another indication of the 

strength of their friendship.
222
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     At Christmas, 1918, Liam left the Gaelic American because of personal difficulties with John 

Devoy, the editor.  He wanted to go to California but his court appearances prevented him and he 

worked on the docks as a day laborer until he was hired to teach Gaelic and Irish history at the 

Carmelite School.
223

     

     Mellows received a special invitation on January 24, 1919 to come to the Carmelite Priory 

after his classes.  He arrived only to find in progress a party in his honor.  Patrick McCartan had 

come from Philadelphia for the occasion.  After speeches praising him, Liam was presented with 

a check for $500.  Like many a party, this one had a bad after effect.  Mellows contracted the flu 

and was laid up for a week but it must have been longer than this for Peter Elias Magennis sent 

him to the Carmelite Formation House, Saint Albertôs in Middletown, NY, to recuperate. 

      Robert Albert Metcalf was the prior of this house and Mellows knew his brother, Alphonsus, 

in Ireland because he was active in the Republican movement.  Albert was of a kindred spirit  so 

Mellows felt very much at home.  He was there until March 18 when he felt well enough to leave 

his bed.  A week later he was improved and was able to write Mrs. Hearn.  He described how he 

had been taken from the New York Carmelite Priory by taxi to the railroad station for the train to 

Middletown.  Only after arriving at Saint Albertôs did he realize how the journey had exhausted 

him. He described how he had finally gotten out of bed the day after Saint Patrickôs Day but 

walking a few hundred yards had tired him. The weather had become fair and he had gone 

outside but was well bundled up.  Many priests had come to see him and he was slowly emerging 

from his relapse.  Describing the air as good, he had apparently been out to visit the tuberculosis 

sanitarium at nearby Otisville.  Most of the Carmelite students were from New York and some  

from  their parish.  Metcalf, their superior, had nursed Liam to such an extent that he would 

never forget his kindness.  In fact his illness earned for Liam a debt of gratitude to the good 

Carmelite Fathers.  From his description of the lakes and hills, he stayed in the Thistles, the 

original building at Saint Albertôs.  The one bad note of his letter was that he had a court session 

the coming Monday with Judge Meyer.
224

     

     Later that same year and in better weather, Liam returned to Saint Albertôs for two weeks 

vacation along with a Father Feeney who had been active with him in Galway during the Rising. 

They constructed a makeshift boat and sailed it on the schoolôs lake.  A picture of the two sailing 

is in the local historical society.  For Mellows the vacation was a time to get himself into shape 

for his planned trip home.  His conspiracy trial in New York had ended with a $125 fine and he 

was free to go. 
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     Returning to New York, he found clothes and luggage in his rooms. When he went to the 

Carmelite Priory for supper, he learned the belongings were those of Eamon De Valera who had 

just arrived in New York.
225

     

     Mellowsô father must have died in August, 1920 in Ireland.  The day before his death, Peter 

Elias Magennis had come to the house and gave the Papal Blessing.  That is what Liam reported 

but we are sure Magennis administered whatever sacraments he could. He also attended the 

funeral and did the grave side prayers.   Mellows remained closely associated with the 

Carmelites and their activities as well as teaching in their school until 1920 when he returned to 

Ireland and became the Director of Purchases for the IRA. His return was arranged by Jim 

McGee who secured his travel as a ñmess man for the oilers.ò  Liam brought back with him in a 

number of suitcases a lot of equipment such as compasses, high boots and other supplies.
226

      

      Always a Republican, Liam Mellows did not support the Treaty and he was captured in the 

Four Courts in 1922 in the dreaded Civil War.  That December 7, while he was being held in 

Mountjoy Prison the Cosgrave Government decreed that Mellows and three other anti-Treaty 

prisoners would be shot in the morning in reprisal for the shooting of treatyite Sean Hales. 

December 8 saw the end of this young man who in his last letter to his mother sent regards to 

Peter Elias Magennis.
227

    It was Richard Mulcahy, as Commander in Chief of the Free State 

Army, who signed the execution order of Mellows and his three companions.
228

    

     On the morning of his death, Liam Mellows wrote to his fellow prisoners in his characteristic 

light style, ñGod bless you, boys, and may He give you fortitude, courage and wisdom to suffer 

and endure all for Irelandôs sake.  Du Problact Abu ! [The Republic Forever.]
229

   

     Peter Elias Magennis was in Dublin at the time and tried to see his old friend before his 

execution but was denied permission by the Free Staters. Magennis denounced publicly the 

execution by the government as barbarous.
230

     

     It is obvious that the attachment of Magennis to Mellows was strong. At one point Magennis 

claim to fame was as ñMellowsô Friend.ò
231

   Writing of Mellows in 1920, Magennis described 
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him ñof a kindly and even retiring nature, he is the very soul of Celtic wit and humor and attracts 

the young as if he were a human magnet.  Gentlemanly in his every act, he knows how to treat 

with the poor and the ignorant, for he is of infinite toleration. He sings the old songs and the 

listener feels the unbidden tears flow, he plays the violin and drags the soul of the audience back 

again to the hills and the dales of the land of Eire.ò
232

    

     Though he was gone, Liam Mellows would not be forgotten by his Carmelite friends.  A 

memorial meeting to honor Liam Mellows was held at the Carmelite Hall on East 29th Street on 

January 28, 1923.  Peter Elias Magennis spoke first and called the Carmelite Priory ña hot bed of 

sedition, treason, etc. and has remained to the present day.ò  He recalled the many pleasant hours 

he had spent with Liam who was not loquacious but told things because he thought you would 

listen. Magennis told of how he had met him last when Liam was preparing to go to London to 

work on the treaty. Magennis told of how he had come to see De Valera but had met Mellows.  

So surprised were Magennis and Mellows that they embraced as friends.  Though the instance  

shows the insistence of Magennis to get to see De Valera to get in his bid at such a critical stage 

of events, it also shows the genuine friendship of Magennis with Mellows.  Magennis mentioned 

that at the time Liam was in charge of munitions. Later, Mellows  came to the Carmelitesô 

Dublin Priory on Aungier Street and after visiting with Magennis knelt and said, ñFather, in 

memory of old times, give me your blessing.  I am going off on an errand, and any one of these 

errands may be my last.ò 

     When Mellows was in Mountjoy Prison, the governor of the prison denied Magennis 

permission to see him.  When he complained of this to President Cosgrave, he told Magennis to 

appeal to the Cabinet and Cosgrave would see that he got his wish.  Magennis said ñNeverò and 

then went on to tell how he was able, as a priest, to see any prisoner in the United States.  He 

knew of what he was speaking for the New York Carmelites served Bellevue Hospital which had 

so many prisoners they had their own ward.   

      Denis OôConnor next introduced a Father Dooley of New Jersey and then Doctor Gertrude 

Kelly who told of a Secret Service man pulling a gun on Liam at Mannachor Hall.  Mellows said 

he had looked into many guns in Ireland and stared the man down.  Added as an afterthought 

was the agentôs name, William McCarthy.  Two priests then spoke, Father Griffin of New 

Hampshire and Father Ewens.  Magennis introduced Una Ford and then Mr. Lawlor of the Irish 

World.  Using a bit of humor Magennis then presented Father OôConnor to play the violin.  

Apparently Mellows had given OôConnor some lessons or revised a latent skill.  OôConnor 

himself said that Liam started it and Mr. Crimmins continued it.  He then played ñThe Coulin,ò a 

piece Liam had taught him.  The Carmelite School children danced, Teresa Brayton recited a 
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dirge composed for the occasion and Mr. Toner finished the memorial by singing ñThe Soldiers 

Song.ò
233

     

      Liam Mellows lives on with the New York Carmelites in two ways.  First through a stained 

glass window dedicated to him in the National Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 

Middletown, NY. Secondly, through his violin.  When Liam was gone, Peter Elias Magennis 

gave Liamôs violin to a then young Carmelite student, Mel Daly, who learned to play it as a 

student in Rome.  He used it especially at Saint Simon Stock Parish in the Bronx in his twenty-

seven years pastorate where he regularly played at parish affairs his theme song, ñLet Me Call 

You Sweetheart.ò  In his retirement Mel Daly played the violin in ñThe Geriatric Bandò until his 

passing in 1988.  The violin is now in the Carmelitesô archives.       
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Chapter 16 

The Treaty and the Civil War 

 

     When an American student is asked  the date of the start of the United Statesô Civil War, the 

answer given is the firing on Fort Sumter by the rebellious southerners on April 12, 1861.  It is 

not so easy to pinpoint the start of the Irish Civil War.  January 7, 1922, the Dail ratified the 

treaty and by that mid January a provisional government headed by Michael Collins was in 

power.  An election the previous June had brought more pro treaty representatives than anti 

treaty Sinn Feiners into office.  This seemed to be an expression of the peopleôs desire for peace  

By this time, the IRA had split.  The pro treaty adherents had formed the Free State army and the 

anti treaty faction established their headquarters in the Four Courts in Dublin.  When Lloyd 

George and Winston Churchill insisted  they be removed, the Free State army on June 22, 1922 

bombarded the republican headquarters using artillery supplied them by the British.  Civil war 

raged for ten months and ended finally when Frank Aiken issued the dump arms order on May 

24, 1923.  Divisions resulting from this Civil War endure to today in Irish politics.
234

    

      October 22, 1922, the Irish bishops issued a pastoral letter condemning the destructive 

campaign of the militant anti treatyites.  They rated these acts of violence and assassination as 

the gravest sins.  The perpetrators of these were to be denied absolution in confession and not 

admitted to Holy Communion.  Well aware that some priests approved of and supported actions 

against the treaty government, the bishops forbade priests, under the penalty of suspension from 

performing priestly duties for these rebels.  Support, assistance or advocacy of the revolt was 

also forbidden.  The removal of this penalty was reserved to the ordinary, that is the bishop of the 

diocese.  Because of this clause specifying the reservation of priestly powers, this pastoral was 

taken by some priests belonging to religious orders as not applying to them since their major 

religious superior and not the local bishop was considered their ordinary, the one under whose 

charge they were.
235

   Some religious priests ignored the bishops statement and administered the 

sacraments without question to all who requested them.  One observer of this period commented 

that Catholic authorities had ñto tolerate things they could not always justify.ò
236

  

     Religious orders had many houses and churches in Ireland but usually canonically erected 

parishes were not entrusted to religious clergy.  Diocesan clergy, directly subject to the bishop of 
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their area or diocese, had to toe the bishopsô pro treaty and pro Free State line.  It is not 

surprising then that many pulpits were pounded with the condemnation of the anti treaty IRA.
237

    

This did much to endear members of religious orders, like the Carmelites,  to the people. The 

Carmelites had the reputation of generally administering the sacraments to IRA anti treatyites. 

      Sean T. OôKelly was arrested in July, 1922 and placed in Kilmainham Jail.  When he was 

searched, he was found to be carrying documents from Harry Boland concerning the deal 

arranged for the purchase of .45 ammunition. Some see this discovery as the cause for a more 

intense search for Boland and his eventual death.  Peter Elias Magennis wrote to the 

Commandant of the prison requesting permission to see his friend.  The reply from Sean 

OôMurethuile was that he as the commandant had no power to grant this and that it was useless 

for Magennis to come to the prison without permission from the ñGovernment.ò  This was of 

course from the Free State and would have been denied because both Magennis and OôKelly 

were anti Free State.  When OôKelly, many years later, reminisced about this incident, he 

recalled how OôMurethuile was a member of the Irish Volunteers but failed to come out in 1916.  

This, OôKelly recalled, did not prevent him from becoming a Major General in the Free State 

Army when it was set up in 1922.  After two years or so of service, he received a pension of 350 

Irish Pounds a year until his death in 1953 or 1954.
238

    Harry Boland regretted that this same 

man, at one time a member of the Supreme Council IRB, received the command at Kilmainham 

as a reward for his treachery.
239

       

     One of the saddest Civil War events affecting the Carmelites was the shooting of Harry 

Boland by Free State soldiers in the Grand Hotel, Skerries.  We have seen how closely he was 

associated with the Carmelites and this was manifested even in his death.  His funeral was from 

the Carmelite Church, Whitefriars Street after the Dublin pro cathedral denied his Mass. Peter 

Elias Magennis and John Hagan both tried that summer to make peace.  Hagan claimed their lack 

of success was due to the fact that the Cosgrave government would not budge an inch.
240

    

     Michael Collins was shot in ambush and killed on August 22, 1922.  Patrick McCartan wrote 

this news to Joseph McGarrity in Philadelphia and added that he and Father Magennis were 

scheduled to meet Collins the next day, August 23.  After this conference, McCartan and 

Magennis were to go south on passes arranged by Collins and meet with De Valera and some of 
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the Republican officers to arrange peace.  McCartan was sure that there would have been some 

sort of peace in the Civil War by the end of the week if Collins had not been ambushed.
241

   

    Denis OôConnor visited Ireland probably in the summer of 1922.  When he later wrote Eamon 

De Valera, he addressed him as ñMy dear Chiefò and explained his not seeing De Valera in 

Ireland as his fear that such a visit might lead to ñtheir catching you.ò  Assuring him that he is 

remembered at Mass, OôConnor stated his parish had many Masses.  Mentioning the loss of ñour 

dear friends,ò Harry Boland and Liam Mellows, OôConnor said the December executions are 

making people in America think.  He thought this would turn them to De Valera. OôConnor 

noted the separation of the New York Carmelite houses from Ireland, a step on their way to 

becoming a province.  OôConnor must have visited Rome for he told De Valera that the pope 

understood the situation in Ireland.
242

   In reply, De Valera expressed his awareness of how much 

the New York Carmelites felt Liamôs death.  He went on to say that Ireland could ill afford to 

lose such as Liam and Harry Boland.  De Valera stated the treaty was dictated by the English and 

it was bought at too dear a price.  He called the present conflict a fight against English 

determination.
243

    

    OôConnor drew the attention of De Valera to the propaganda of the treaty people in the United 

States.  Promising him  his personal support as well as that of the Carmelite Council, he again 

assured him of remembrance at Mass.  Better news was that Magennis was back in Rome and he 

felt sure Magennis would keep Monsignor Lazio informed.  OôConnor noted that the pope was a 

deep student of Irish history.
244

   This correspondence, done through surreptitious means, 

illustrates that the Carmelites were ñin the loop.ò  It is a proof that there was a system of 

communication and that the Carmelites and their facilities were a part of it.  

    About a month after the dump arms order, Eamon De Valera wrote Denis OôConnor a 

ñConfidentialò note.  He explained that the laying down of arms was due to no chance of 

success. Seeing the need for public approval, De Valera saw continued fighting as a negative 

policy.  In a veiled manner, De Valera appealed to OôConnor for financial assistance.  Those 

who were on active service were either in prison or were finding their way back into a new 

society.  The best men are gone and there was no hope in redress through the elections.  De 

Valera mentioned the Clan, the Relief Fund and the AARIR as possible sources of funds.
245

   De 

Valeraôs appeal shows his confidence in OôConnorôs ability and the closeness of their friendship. 
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    After the conclusion of the Civil War, Eamon De Valera went to some pain to explain that 

Liam Lynch never broke his word or gave parole to any of the Free Staters.  He then gave 

instances of the Free State breaking faith.  There were two letters.  One was to Denis OôConnor 

and the other to Charles F. Ronayne.
246

   We can understand why he would write such to 

OôConnor but Ronayne demands some explanation.  At the time Ronayne was an assistant 

general of the Carmelite Order and ordinarily in Rome but spent a lot of time in the United 

States. Ronayneôs father was a high ranking police officer in Dublin.  Though apparently pro 

British, he was a double agent in the Anglo Irish War and kept the Irish informed of English 

plans.  Perhaps this warranted the explanation to his Carmelite son.
247

   

     Though Denis OôConnor remained loyal to the Republicans, the sorry sight of Irish fighting 

Irish distressed him.  After he had caught pneumonia speaking in the rain at an outdoor rally in 

Jersey City, he was hospitalized.  Whenever a doctor came to see him, he would be roused from 

his delirium and say, ñThose poor lads donôt know what they are doing, killing one another; 

write to them, Doctor.  You can make them understand.  They are fine lads.  Plead with them and 

they will stop.ò
248

             

      The Treaty and the Civil War dealt a severe blow to Irish American organizations in the 

United States.   Michael Hopkinson so concluded but he fails to realize some of the material he 

presents in his own narrative.  There were other factors.  Some estimated twenty million  

supported the movement in the United States while Donal OôCallaghan, TD, suspected the 

number was only 500,000.  The rejection of the League of Nations by the United States in 

March, 1920 chagrined  the Irish because it mean the loss of obtaining the rights promised during 

World War I to all nations.  There was a decrease in the membership of Irish American 

organizations.  The arrival of Eamon De Valera in the United States for 1920-1921 widened the 

conflict between his adherents and those of Cohalan and Devoy.  This resulted in the formation 

of the AARIR in opposition to the FOIF and  dividing both groupsô membership.
249

    

     Many Americans saw the arrival of the Treaty as a blessing because of the peace it brought.  

De Valeraôs denunciation of the Treaty was not well received by the newspapers which 

influenced many but the Carmelites remained faithful to him and his position.  Thus 1922 and 

1923 were years for confusion in the United States among the Irish.  There was in 1922 a large 

decline in the membership of both the FOIF and the AARIR.  The two Clans that of Devoy and 

that of McGarrity added to the confusion.  In march, 1922, James OôMara and Austin Stack 
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coming to the United States, each presenting his pro or anti Treaty argument,  simply added 

perplexity.   

      Besides all of these causes of the decline in the Irish Freedom Movement in the United 

States, there was the death of Denis OôConnor in March, 1924 which brought about a decline of 

Carmelite participation and of activities at the Carmelite Church and Hall.  All these things 

spelled the death knell of an extensive Irish Freedom Movement.    
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Chapter 17 

A Summary and the End 

 

Peter Elias Magennis had some whipping boys.  He did not like the Knights of Columbus 

because he felt they and the Catholic press in the United States had abandoned the Catholics in 

Mexico when Dwight Morrow was settling (1927-30) problems between the Mexican 

government and the Catholic Church. He also felt they could have been of assistance in Irelandôs 

struggle for freedom. These ñKnight-Defendersò felt his wrath.  He was also very much against 

what he called ñitinerant Irish showmenò and ñthose carpet bagger litterati.ò  He did not like the 

pro Cosgrave attitude of his friend, Padraic Colum.  Because of their support for Cosgrave, he 

rejected the ñCastle Catholicsò of the United States.  Magennis felt the Abbey Players of his day 

represented the worst of Irish life and said they should not tour but be kept under wraps in 

Ireland. 

In his Carmelite leadership roles, Peter Elias Magennis performed well.  He revived the order 

through promoting vocations, establishing financial stability and insisting on religious 

observance.  He was the saving factor in the modern history of the order.  What he wrote in the 

obituary of a fellow Carmelite, Joseph P. Cowley, could very well be said of himself, ñIt is 

regrettable that his example did not inspire others to do the same.ò 

At a gathering at the Irish College in Rome during Magennisô generalship, Doctor OôGorman, 

the Augustinian general, remarked to the gathering that the successes of the Irish cause in the 

United  States were due in a large part to the role Magennis had played.
250

       

     Peter Elias Magennis died in Dublin on August 26, 1937.  He had been active in ministry and 

preaching  retreats up to the middle of that month.  He had a minor procedure for a kidney 

ailment.  After this a hemorrhage set in and made  recovery impossible.  Sean T. OôKelly and his 

wife, whose wedding Magennis had witnessed,  were present at the death bed.  All those 

surviving Republicans, mentioned throughout this book, were present for his funeral at 

Whitefriars Street.  Eamon De Valera and Sean T. OôKelly   walked behind the coffin as it was 

brought from St. Vincentôs Hospital to the church.  The Irish Press of Dublin reported:  

ñBy the death of Dr. Magennis, the Carmelite Order has lost one of its 

most distinguished members and Ireland is bereft of one of her noblest 

sons. Dr. Magennis in the important office which he held in his Order 

proved himself to be a  true priest and rendered great services to religion. 
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He was endowed with a marked personality and was able to exercise a far 

reaching influence which was always directed to the highest ends. 

              He was a patriot of the first type and in America was able to give 

invaluable aid to the movement for Irish independence.  In the Friends of 

Irish Freedom organization he  played a leading part and was unsparing in 

his efforts to serve the cause which he held so closely to his heart.  He 

stood valiantly by the side of Mr. De Valera in America when he was 

arousing public opinion in that country in support of the struggle which 

was being waged at home and when he was endeavoring to enlist the 

material aid which  contributed to its success. 

         He was a devoted friend of Liam Mellows as he proved by word and 

deed.  Indeed, he was the friend, generous, staunch, unwavering, of every 

good cause of every good Irishman, and Ireland is immeasurably the 

poorer for the death of one who represented in his own person all that was 

richest in personality, truest in patriotism and best and noblest in 

religion.ò
251

    

     Perhaps, this devotion to people exemplified by Peter Elias Magennis was best expressed in 

the dedication of the 1990 New York Saint Patrickôs Day Parade to the Carmelites.  The 

chairman, Francis P. Beirne, said ñThe names of the predecessors of the present New York Irish 

Carmelites must surely be a litany of Saints of the Church Triumphant.ò
252

   They trod the path 

and have given their successors the way to follow. 
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Appendix 1 

Peter Elias Magennis - the German Agent 

 

While I was doing the research for this book, I came up with many puzzling questions.  At those 

times, I was fortunate enough to discuss them informally with my Carmelite confreres.  We came 

to one possible explanation for the problems I was wrestling with.  It was that Peter Elias 

Magennis was a German agent.  This may seem farfetched but it enabled me to understand a 

number of matters. I have alluded to this in the text but here I want to make a stronger 

presentation of this hypothesis.   

Rousing pro Irish sentiment by his many activities, Magennis rallied anti British opinion.  The 

administration of Woodrow Wilson went to great lengths to foster cordial relations with England 

always citing their  need for American aid.  Anti British opinion as well as pro German sentiment 

became serious concerns of the administration. The ñOld Germanò records in the Bureau of 

Investigation of the Department of Justice at the National Archives and Records Administration 

are ample proof of this anxiety. Additionally, various Irish relationships with Germany did 

nothing to alleviate this situation.   

Any contacts required by Magennis in a German agent capacity could easily have been 

accomplished in his travels through European cities and the United States by visiting consulates 

or agents.  Any information that had to be exchanged could easily be done.  

Magennisô activities in the United States before and during World War I certainly achieved the 

effects of a German spy or agent.  He spoke against American entry into the war because this 

would be an aid to Britain, the oppressor of Ireland.  Because British conscription in Ireland 

would be an aid to the English, Magennis railed against it.   

 Evidence has been discovered of United Statesô surveillance of  Peter Elias Magennis in the 

ñOld Germanò records mentioned above.  Those he was associated with like Liam Mellows and 

Jeremiah OôLeary were investigated and prosecuted. Even  Daniel Cohalan was investigated.  

This is also true of the activities that took place in the Carmelite Hall.  These of course were 

inspired by Magennis.  He was the spirit behind them and could have modified their tone at any 

time or even caused them to cease.   

The more than ordinary safe crossings of the Atlantic by Magennis during the height of the U 

Boat war merits attention.  In 1914, 1915 and 1916, he crossed early in the year remaining in the 

united States until the end of each year when he sailed again returning to Ireland.  His return to 

Ireland in 1916 was for part of both July and August.  Except for this period, he spent the entire 
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year in New York where he remained through 1917 and did not leave until August of 1919 when 

he crossed again to go to Rome where he was elected Prior General of the Carmelite Order.  

While he did all this travel, other liners were being sunk but not his.  Once Magennis 

disembarked in Europe, he was able to travel through the ñwar zoneò without difficulty 

German intelligence was vast and finely tuned for its time.  They uncovered that the Lusitania 

was carrying munitions for England and so it was sunk.  The uproar over this was huge because 

the Lusitania was a passenger vessel and many lives were lost.  The presence of munitions was 

denied for years but Life uncovered in 1972 the manifest listing them and published it. 

After one crossing of the Atlantic, Magennis exhibited a certain amount of cockiness.  The 

Philadelphia arrived at New York on February 22, 1917.  Because of the small number of 

passengers due to the fear of German U boats, reporters greeted the ship.  Magennis, because of 

his travel through Europe before embarking  on the ship, received special attention from the 

press.  He made light of the danger traveling through sub infested waters but spoke of the 

hardships facing the people in Europe due to the war. 

 

        In 1916, there were the Atlantic crossings of Peter Elias Magennis by himself and of Denis 

OôConnor, Gerard OôFarrell and Aloysius Christopher Slattery, together or separately, for the 

Irish Provincial Chapter.  This was shortly after the Rising and that they all made it safely is out 

of the ordinary.  Safe passage for their ships may have been involved.   

If, as in the case of the Lusitania, the Germans could determine which vessels were carrying 

munitions, they certainly were able to know which ships Magennis or his associates were 

traveling on.  His presence in the United States was worth sparing him.  

 The late Irish Carmelite, Peter OôDwyer in A True Patriot  (Dublin, 1988),  tried to piece 

together Magennis life but he ended up with many gaps and some mystery.  Magennis left few 

records and little or no record of his travels.  His British passport is in the archive of the New 

York Carmelites and indicates some of his travels. Part of Magennisô makeup was his Irish 

characteristic of a lack of anxiety to leave a written record of his accomplishments.  Added to 

this is the fact that Magennis may have had some business he wanted no record of. 

The German system of radio and code transmissions during World War I was quite efficient 

though the English did break their code.  This is a fact the British could never admit to as this 

would remove the edge they had created.  Possibly messages sent and intercepted concerned 

Magennis. Reports of such relayed to Washington would have brought the surveillance of 

Magennis by the Bureau of Investigation.     
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Appendix 2 

The DeValera View of the Irish Bishops and the Irish Freedom Movement 

 

 Dorothy McArdleôs The Irish Republic chronicles the events dealing with the above title 

from the DeValera point of view.  We have here decrees from the conferences of the Irish 

bishops to show that the notion that the bishops were cozy with politicians was not always true.  

This is in the sense that despite disagreement between himself and the bishops, DeValera always 

remained loyal to the Church they led.  Each reference below has the page number from 

McArdle. 

 April 18, 1918 ï Annual meeting at Maynooth Conscription is ñan oppressive and 

inhuman law which the Irish people have a right to resist by every means that are consonant with 

the law of God.ò 251 

 June 24, 1919 ï At Maynooth.  Described the British regime as ñthe rule of the sword 

utterly unsuited to a civilized nation.ò  It is provocative of disorder and chronic rebellion.  300 

June 21, 1921 ï At Maynooth.  De Valera in person appealed to the bishops to recognize 

the Irish Government as the legitimate government of Ireland.  This is during the Anglo-Irish 

War and they did not accept his recommendation.  265 

December, 1921 ï Fifteen members of the Irish Hierarchy support the proposed 

agreement to accept the Treaty.  597 

April, 1922 ï At Maynooth and probably the annual meeting.  Condemned the 

Volunteers who had set up an independent executive.  701 

October 10, 1922 ï At Maynooth.  The Irish hierarchy condemns resistance to the 

provisional government.  War on the Republican side was ñmorally only a system of murder and 

assassination of the National forces.ò 

No oath can bind any man ñto carry on a warfare against his own country in 

circumstances forbidden by the law of God.ò  804 
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