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Introduction
This work was begun some years ago in 1967 when I was first stationed at Saint Albert's.  Because of my teaching schedule and the distance of the seminary from the provincial archives at first in New York and later on in Maspeth, I decided to rely fully on material available in Middletown for this history.  It is not intended to be definitive and thus its title, "A History of Saint Albert's Junior Seminary."

In the fall of 1976, I was given the opportunity to do research in Dublin and Rome on the history of the New York province of Carmelites. Naturally, some material relating to Saint Albert's was uncovered.  Because none of this material affected substantially what I had already written and because it is almost completely concerned with the inner workings of the Carmelite Order, I decided not to include any of it in this history.  I intend rather to insert any decisions affecting Saint Albert's into a general history of the province.

Many have assisted me in various ways in this composition.  To all of them, especially those not acknowledged in footnotes, I want to express my thanks.  I hope this history will enable us to see that progress is made slowly and help all of us learn so that, equipped with a knowledge of the past, we may perform better in the future.

Especially since this is not a definitive work, I will welcome any comments, additions, corrections or criticisms.

The unevenness of this history will be obvious to the reader.  Some long periods of time are covered in the same amount of pages as shorter lengths of time.  This results from the lack of material for some intervals and the plethora of data for others.  Also, one of the aims of this history was the use and preservation of existing materials.  This was done because of the danger of loss.

Alfred Isacsson, 0. Carm.

Chapter 1 – Beginnings

The land that became the original St. Albert's Jr. Seminary had a varied if  not a long history.  The general area seems to have been lightly settled by farmers.  The progress of the land was from Nathaniel Conklin to Charles Booth to Louise and Freeman Wheeler.  The latter was an enterprising real estate developer at the turn of the century.  He bought much land in the area, had it surveyed and divided into small lots.  Apparently he expected large development in the neighborhood.  The Middletown and Unionville Pike Road, today's Wawayanda Avenue or South Plank Road, had been conceived and partially built by 1853 but the traffic just passed by because Middletown itself did not in​crease appreciably in population until the 1960's.  The large influx Wheeler hoped for never came and much of his land was sold to farmers.

Carl Munson Maybee purchased a large parcel of land from Wheeler and sold two sections.  One went to Romer Gray, brother of the more famous Zane, and the other to Horace Corey.  Corey's property included the site of the present fieldstone faculty house.

Horace Corey was born in Port Jervis on August 16, 1859, the son of a Newburgh builder who had moved to Middletown upon his retirement from that business.  Horace worked briefly with the Marvin Safe Company but after four years of this employ, he quit and traveled until 1884 when he returned to Middletown and undertook the management of the real estate of New York State Senator Low until the latter's death.  In 1887 he purchased, with two partners, the Casino Rink and converted it into the Casino Theater to which was attached a stock company.  Corey became manager of the theater.  He also became involved in real estate development on the site of Richmond Hill, cut from the Rockefeller Farm, a tract of about 75 acres.  Conkling and Mountain Avenues were two of the streets running through it.  It had been laid out in February of 1895 and within four months, 125 lots were sold.  In less than six months $10,000 worth of lots had been sold and $75,000 worth of buildings erected.  Corey had a partner named Stratton in this venture but he himself was the manager.  In partnership with another man named Ferguson, he developed Highland Avenue and the North End Addition from the property of Senator Low.

Horace Corey had married Sadie Mapes of Goshen and lived at his home, "Locksley Hall," an expanse of fifteen acres with an artificial pond stocked with pickerel, bass and other game fish.  This lake made by Corey is the lowest of the present Saint Albert's lakes.  His home was described by a contemporary: "It is one of the neatest suburban residences about the city, and here may probably be found the finest apple orchard in Orange County, compris​ing about eight acres of land.  He has taken from this orchard seven hundred barrels of apples in a season, the famous Conkling Seedling being the only apple of the kind on the market."

Thomas Pendell, some fifty years after he had been a guest at Corey's place, recalled what he considered its elegance.  He recalls devouring chocolate cakes four stories high and did not forget Corey's Great Dane particularly since Corey gave him the dog as a gift.  Despite the dog's 125 pounds, Pendell recalls making quite a dog of him and mentions the difficulty involved in overpowering and subduing such a monster.  He felt that Corey's place had been used in the "first big real estate development" of Middletown.

Another aspect of Corey's life was his agnosticism.  Pendell honored him as an "outstanding agnostic."  Calling him "a man of brilliant mind," he observed that he was a keen student of public affairs.  Pendell felt he would have made a big mark on his time had he been "environed" differently.

Corey published a weekly called Middletown Forum in which he had a regular column titled, "A Saturday Night Sermon."  He used the column to attack the teachings, beliefs and ceremonies of the established church.  He also, accord​ing to Pendell, repeatedly held up to public ridicule and scorn "the local men of the cloth."  He attacked these enemies by name having as a favorite target Reverend Doctor Beattie, a Presbyterian minister.

He substituted Brann's Iconoclast for the Bible and although he was inspir​ed by Brann, Corey himself was a forceful writer and his weekly, as Pendell says, was "almost universal in the city of Middletown when it was a big village."

Pendell saw irony in the fact that a seminary had taken over Corey's home.  He commented, "Your institution is somewhat in the boat of the Catholic Irish​man who found great delight in his employment on the job of tearing down a Presbyterian church."

Corey's estate suffered the calamity of a fire on February 9, 1889.  It is difficult to determine the extent of the fire's damage but in 1893 a substan​tial residence still existed on the property.  After the demise of Corey, his widow, Sadie E. Corey, sold the property early in 1899 to Ella J. Raymond who sold it less than three months later to Henry C. and Gussie McBrain.  In that July, the property was sold to James Wallick.  In all of these transactions, a dwelling is mentioned as existing on the property.  Despite the repairs of Corey after the fire and evidence of a substantial dwelling existing after that time, Wallick had the main part of the present building constructed.  The cornerstone, "The Thistles, 1902," is evidence of this.

James Wallick was a theatrical producer and would practice his plays in the loft of the present barn and garage.  Of course, it was in much better condition than today and the loft's stained glass windows probably date from this era and use.  The polished productions would be presented in Middletown's Casino Theater.  If the play was successful, it would be brought by Wallick to Broadway.

At the time of Wallickfs purchase, the total acreage came to about ten but almost a year later, he bought some additional land.  The original purchase and the additional tract had mortgages attached to them and when Wallick got into financial trouble, the Supreme Court of New York State ordered "The Thistles" sold at public auction.

The sale took place on September 27, 1907 at the Russell House in Middletown with Allen Corwin as referee. The purchaser was Countess Marguerite T. Diaz de la Cortina who paid $6,000 and assumed responsibility for two mortgages totaling $8,000. In the period that the Countess owned the property, she added to her holdings by purchasing a number of lots laid out by Freeman Wheeler so that eventually she added about five acres to the original acreage she received from the Wallick sale.

Originally Marguerite Canto, the Countess was not a native of Middletown but had settled there and married Rainsford Ingalls and was known locally as "Maggie T. Ingalls." After Ingalls died, she married Rafael Diaz de la Cortina He had been the Commissioner of Education in Argentina and a public lecturer there. In 1900, he was the Spanish Ambassador to the United States for the Carlist Pretender and 1907 - 1908 found him as technical adviser to the Depart​ment of Public Education in Bolivia. Sometime, he developed the Cortina Method of teaching language which consisted in the use of the fairly new invention, the phonograph, as a teaching device. The title of Count was bestowed on him in 1896 while married to Marguerite and the pair touring Italy. They met "Charles VII", the Carlist Pretender to the Spanish throne which was in Bourbon hands since the restoration of 1874. The pretender had fled to France on February 28, 1876 and until his death in 1909 unsuccessfully pursued his claim.   Thus the title given the Cortinas was not as real as they would have liked it.  After the bestowal, the Count acted as the pretender's diplomatic representa​tive in this country, following the sale of "The Thistles" to the Carmelites in 1917, the Cortinas moved to New York where the Countess apparently died.  After her death, the Count married Marion Mahl Fletcher.  The couple spent years traveling through Europe and South America before coming to Middletown to live in 1931.  The Count died in Middletown in 1939 at the age of 81 and Marion Cortina died there exactly ten years later.

The Carmelites had the parish of Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Middletown since 1912.  Finbar O'Connor, not yet Commissary General but apparently in charge of the fledgling group of Irish Carmelites in this country, was desirous to obtain a school for our own students.  He asked Richard Colfer, pastor of Mount Carmel, to look in the area for a suitable site for the desired semin​ary.  Colfer reported the availability of "The Thistles" to O'Connor and he immediately set about to purchase the tract.

In addition to the desire of O'Connor, John Cardinal Farley, Archbishop of New York, urged the Carmelite Fathers in 1914 to establish a "preparatory novitiate in this country" and gave a donation of $500 for this purpose.  A collection was also taken up at St. Stephen's Church, East 28th Street, by the future Cardinal Hayes then pastor of this church, neighbor to Our Lady of the Scapular.  The Provincial Chapter in Ireland in 1916 authorized the establish​ment of the seminary and Farley gave another donation.  The plan was to begin a preparatory college and novitiate at Tarrytown as soon as possible.  These decisions and desires joined with the apparent undesirability of the Tarrytown site prompted O'Connor to search in the Middletown area.

The actual purchase of "The Thistles" by the Carmelites was no easy matter. The principal problem was the parcels of land purchased by the Countess sub​sequent to her original buying of "The Thistles."  A street named Wheeler Avenue going through the tract was on the planning maps of the city of Middletown.  Unless O'Connor could obtain its removal, then he would not achieve his goal of purchasing an undivided parcel.  The actual position of the street would be between Wawayanda Avenue and Waverly Place connecting the two streets in a straight line about 400 feet from Madison Avenue and going directly over the dam located at the end of the third lake of present day St. Albert's.
Freeman Wheeler had given a release for this land to the Countess but had to state at the same time that the rights of the public to this street remain "if any such rights exist."  William Canary, the lawyer of the Carmelite Fathers, felt that this deed did not remove the objection.  He stated the simple fact that the property of the Countess has a street through it or may have.

Cortina's Middletown lawyers, Taylor and Royce, cited several arguments to persuade O'Connor; Middletown had never accepted the street, no public use was ever made of it, no lights or water mains were put in.  Though Wheeler had owned only twenty-five feet of the offered land, Royce felt that since he had made the offer, he could easily take it back.  When the Countess purchased the property, she owned land on either side of the proposed street and had fenced the entire property thus enclosing the proposed street within her domain.  She had title to this land only through her deeds from Wheeler which is at least a tacit withdrawal of the offer to the city.  Finally, they stated that the map with the street on it had been on file only ten or twelve years.

Canary would not accept this solution and required quit claim deeds from all the parties involved including the city of Middletown.  Archibald Taylor wrote Canary offering help in this matter and proffered the information that the Middletown City Clerk said the city legally had no right to the street and thus need not give a release.  Canary was not to be persuaded.  He con​vinced Royce to obtain a quit claim deed from even the city.  This was gotten by Charles Shaw of Royce’s office and by July 16, 1917, Shaw had quit claim deeds from all parties possessing an interest in the street save one.  This he expected to have soon.  At the same time, he stated that the Countess would come to New York for the closing as soon as she had all the required documents. 
On July 25, the contract for the purchase of the Cortina property was signed.  In the contract the parcels of land involved were cited and the Countess made the covenant that the property was one entire parcel with no street rights of way over or through the property although at this time she really could not make the statement with certitude since all the quit claim deeds finally obtained were not yet in.  The price agreed on was $20,000 with $500 to be paid on signing, $7,500 on the delivery of the deed and the remaining $12,000 to be in a mortgage at 5% due on July 1, 1923.  The closing was scheduled for 1:00 PM on August 9th.  The selling price was to include shades, awnings and screens.  That Taylor had brought about the sale of the property and was thus entitled to a commission from the Countess, was crossed out in the contract.  Denis O'Connor, using O.C.C. after his name, signed for the Carmelite Fathers and William Canary acted as a witness.

On August 4, John Bright of Taylor and Royce wrote Canary informing him that the search of the title was proceeding.  Three days later Bright wrote Canary again to say he had received the result of the search against the Wheeler lots.  A right of way given the Hudson River Telephone Company along Wawayanda Avenue would have to remain.  And in regard to the quit claim deed obtained from one Percival Bennett and his wife, there was a problem.  Jennie L. Bennett had previously conveyed the property to her son, Percival, but re​served the use of the house on it until her death.  Jennie did not sign the quit claim but Bright thought this was all right since she was not the owner of the property at the time of the execution of the quit claim deed.  Apparently Bright was not fully satisfied with this procedure and later added in a P.S. to the letter that this is now totally cleared up.

With the signing just a day or two away and with all the quit claim deeds still not in, Canary would not agree to a signing.  He seems to have written Bright demanding a totally clear title and until this was so, would not allow his client to sign.  He suggested an adjournment of the signing and Bright wrote him saying the Countess had agreed to postpone to August 13.  Bright thought the title all right but added that Shaw would try to obtain the remaining quit claim deeds needed.  He also mentioned that August 13 is the absolutely final closing day since the Countess will call off the deal unless the signing takes place then.  Understandably, she was upset by the multiplication of paper work and, as Bright says of her reaction to the whole process, "is very much worked up about it."

The closing did take place on August 13, 1917.  Present from Taylor's office were himself, Bright, Shaw and Miss Scharf; the seller, Countess Cortina, was present as were O'Connor and Carnary to represent the Carmelite Fathers. The Countess presented certificates of satisfaction for all the mortgages she owed to the amount of $6,000.  The conditions of the deed presented at the closing were the same as those of the contract except for a few variations. O'Connor's residence is given as 338 East 28 Street and the point is made that the property consists of one plot with no streets or rights of way over or through it.  Also conveyed by the sale were the title to any land laying in the bed of any street or to the center line thereof; or any awards from these rights.  In the mortgage given that same day there is added in ink this variation, "Together with all the rights, title and interest, if any, of the party of the first part in and to the streets abutting said premises."  Also, the rights of the Hudson River Telephone Company fronting Wawayanda Avenue would remain.

In regard to the mortgage, O'Connor was given the privilege of paying the whole or part of the $12,000 on any interest date but not in sums of less than $2,000.

The same day that Denis O'Connor received the Cortina property, he trans​ferred it to The Missionary Society of Our Lady of Mount Carmel of the State of New York, the official title of the Carmelite Fathers.  The deed conveys everything conveyed him by Cortina.  A point of interest is that in receiving the property, the selling price of Cortina is couched in the legal term of $I.00 whereas in conveying the property to the Order, the price received by O'Connor is placed in the then more affluent term of $100.  Another interest​ing angle in the transfer is that no record of a mortgage transfer can be found; it apparently remained in O'Connor's name.

After the signing of the deeds, Bright wrote Canary to forward him some papers and to call his attention to one missing quit claim deed.  It was that of Hattie A. Conklin, a resident of Waverly Place, who was now deceased and had left a husband and an "infant adopted child."  No record exists of any​thing further having been done on this matter.

Towards the end of September, all the work on the sale now completed, Canary forwarded to Father O'Connor all the documents involved.  These were twenty-seven in number, evidence of the meticulousness of William Canary.

A problem had arisen in regard to who should receive the seller's com​mission from the sale.  Taylor had previously agreed to a split with Canary but the latter had declined his share.  Canary refused to allow the Carmelite Fathers to pay $250 to Taylor but a compromise was worked out and he did pay Taylor $100 for the Carmelites and the Countess agreed to pay him $150. Including all the services of Watts, Oakes and Bright, the cost of the closing was $325.70.

The mortgage of the Cortina property was satisfied in March of 1921, the last payment being for $8,050, making the property free and clear of debt.

It was on September 16, 1917 that Saint Albert's opened.  Father Albert Metcalf arrived shortly after the purchase was completed.  At first, he was subject to Father Richard Colfer at Mount Carmel.  It was Metcalf who suggested the name thereby honoring his own patron, Saint Albert of Sicily.  It was in 1918 that he became prior and remained in charge until the Irish Chapter in 1919.  With the opening of the seminary, the work had only begun.  Support for the new institution had to be sought as well as students to justify the seminary's existence.  The Carmelite parish in 28th Street replied to both of these needs.  The parish donated a chalice, ciborium and monstrance to the new community.  Among the first students were two who came through the parish, John Hickey who lived in that area and John Maher who lived in the Greenpoint section of Brooklyn but whose parish regularly had the 28th Street Carmelites as preachers of novenas and missions.
 

The Early Years - 1917 to 1933
From the opening of Saint Albert's in 1917 to the term of Sylvester John Maher - a period of sixteen years - there is very little information concern​ing the Carmelites, the students or the young and probably struggling insti​tution.  Priors during this time seem to have been changed with some regularity.  Student records do not exist until 1926.  The faculty seems to have been small, varied and in a state of flux.

Albert Metcalf was the first prior but at the Chapter in 1919 in Dublin, Gabriel Cleary was named his successor.  Cleary's health was poor and he went to Australia instead.  Raphael Doran, who was originally to go to Australia, came in Cleary's place to Saint Albert's as prior.  However, it took some time for him to arrive from Ireland and from September to November of 1919, there was no Carmelite at Saint Albert's.  At that time, Elias Vella arrived from Rome and came up to Saint Albert's remaining until Palm Sunday of 1920 when the parish of Saint Simon Stock came into existence and he went there as an assistant.  During these first years, a Father Fagan, a diocesan priest and a laymen, Frank Ryan, lived at Saint Albert's and took care of the teaching.  Sometime during the year of 1919 - 1920, Raphael Doran arrived but his office endured only till the summer of 1920.

This difficulty of supplying a faculty was not caused so much by a lack of concern but rather by a lack of personnel.  Even a few years later, when the Commissiariat came into being in 1922, the number of Carmelites was small.  From a group of about fifteen, Bellevue Hospital and the 28th Street parish, Tarrytown, Saint Simon Stock and the Middletown area had to be staffed.  The priorities of Saint Albert's had to be weighed against those of financial support.  The predominance of one over the other seems to have varied at times.

The succession of priors in these years was as follows:  Dominic Hastings (1920-1921), Albert Metcalf (1921-1922), Dionysius Flanagan (1922-1923), Simon Farrington (1923-1924), Louis Gerhard (1924-1925), Vincent Coffey (1925-1928), Patrick Russell (1928-1929), Kevin Flanagan (1929-1930), Joseph Borg (1930-1933).   Something of student life can be gained from the reminiscences of one of the students, Mel Daly.  He recalls:

"My arrival in Middletown was in the year 1920.  I was thirteen years old. To the best of my recollection, there were twenty-five postulants - a remarrkable number considering the small size of the Province and the lack of a Voca​tion Director.  Vocations in those days were in great part due to personal contact by Carmelite priests.  My own vocation resulted from an invitation to dinner by dear old Father Slattery.  The good food and a few shots of fire water with the Irish Fathers on East 29th Street convinced my dad that the only place for me was Middletown.  So off I went!

"I only knew 'The Thistles'.  A large orchard was then located on what is now the baseball field.  The only spot for play was the plot of land now having the flag pole.  We did have a so-called section of the barn for a handball court.  For added recreation we had boating, ice skating and fishing in the one lake on the property.  Catfish were plentiful in those days!  I must not forget that there was one cow!  The rather impressive entrance to the property was located down by the dam.

"One dormitory on the top of the building housed us all.  Our chapel was the oval room on the first floor, the dining room was opposite it and the one classroom was the room located on the left of the entrance.

"Classes were irregular during my ten months and the priors many - Fathers Hastings, Doran, Metcalf and Larry (Flanagan).  On the teaching staff was a secular by the name of Fagan.  English, history, maths and latin were stressed.

"During my era it was the custom to send at least one postulant to Ireland every year.  John Maher was sent to Terenure College in 1919, John Hickey in 1920 and Mel Daly in 1921.  For many years in the Province we were known as the "Three Musketeers."  Father Fitzpatrick tells me that it was in Holy Week of 1923 that I received an official letter in which the official establishment of the Commissiariat was announced.  I was received then as a member of the Irish Province in 1922 and was the first professed in our Province in 1923. (I'm proud of this!)

"All three of us - Fathers Maher, Hickey and myself - were the victims of a tremendous urge on the part of Father Magennis to build up our province with priests.  In spite of this, Father Hickey got his doctorate in philosophy and I got an S.T.L. and doctorate in theology.  After our return, we were permitted to do post-graduate work at Fordham on Saturday mornings with supply work on Saturday afternoons and Sundays.  I don't mean to boast but I think we did rather well in our apostolates considering the weakness of our educational backgrounds."

In the early years of Saint Albert's, the school was centered in the only usable structure on the property, "The Thistles."  In 1921, purchase was made of what is known as the Grey plot by Denis O'Connor with the encourage​ment of Father Magennis.   Besides the acreage, there was a house.  The tract belonged to Romer Grey, brother of the famous Zane who is said to have written some of his western novels - in particular Sagebrush - in the log cabin set on the shore of the second lake where it remained until its demolition in 1947.
    Shortly after the conveyance of this parcel to the Carmelites, the Grey house was used as the basis for a novitiate.  Patrick J. Hughes, a Middletown builder, was given the contract and erected the structure which still serves today but now in the capacity of a recreation building.  The exterior wall was  originally of terra cotta block eight inches thick and steam heat was installed.  It was attached to the Grey house where the kitchen and dining facilities for the entire property were located.  A chapel, recreation and reception areas were on the first floor of the new structure.  Upstairs were two dormitories with a prefect's room giving a capacity for sixteen novices with their master.  Over the front entrance was placed a statue of Saint Albert, still with us today but after having stood for some years in front of O'Connor Hall, it was placed in the 1950 's over the current well of Saint Albert facing Wawayanda Avenue.

The novitiate construction was finished in time for the dedication to be held on August 9, 1923. Bishop John Dunne, who took pride in the distinction of having served the second public Mass offered by the Carmelites in New York City, came to officiate at the ceremony.  He would come again about two years later to preside at the groundbreaking for O'Connor Hall.  It was not the great effort it might seem for the bishop to come to Saint Albert's since his family and relatives were accustomed to summer at Bloomingburg and it is likely that from this location he readily came to officiate at these ceremonies.

At the novitiate dedication ceremony, the following Carmelites were present:  Elias Magennis, Finbar O'Connor, Basil Kahler, Gerard O'Farrell,  Louis Gerhard, Albert Metcalf, Joseph Borg, Philip McGouran, Christopher Slattery and the speaker of the occasion, Charles Ronayne.  Monsignor 0'Carroll of Newburgh also graced the occasion.  Accounts tell of how Father Ronayne detailed in his sermon the development of the Church in America, the history of the Carmelites in New York, the work of Patrick Daly and Patrick Southwell the work of all the Carmelites in Bellevue, the close friendship of Bishop Dunne and the Carmelites and concluded with a prayer for the future that the Carmelites be worthy children of Mary.  Reading contemporary accounts of the ceremony, one hopes that it was not a hot day since the covering of these topics must have required a good piece of time.

For the first years, the office of novice master was shared by a few and it was not until the appointment of Elias Vella in September, 1926 that the office is filled by one man with any regularity.

While we are dealing with construction, it might be well to mention that shortly after the construction of the novitiate, plans must have gone forward for the increase of facilities. In the summer of 1928, work began on O'Connor Hall and completion was in 1929. It was named after Finbar O'Connor, the first Commissary General of the future Saint Elias Province. Four stories high including the basement gym, it was made of the best materials available, steel and brick with oak trim used throughout the interior. A roof bonded for twenty years was also installed. Recent renovations have revealed the care of the workmanship involved and the high quality of the material used.

With the completion of O'Connor Hall, modern classrooms were available and sixty-five rooms were ready to receive students.  The priests, fraters and brothers lived on the second floor, the Mariani and their master on the third.  Perhaps plans of this time were a bit grandiose as O'Connor was only one of four such buildings planned for Saint Albert's.  The other three were to be placed like points of the compass around a large quadrangle.  One was to be a kitchen, refectory and central boiler, another an additional classroom and dormitory building and the final one was to be a chapel.
 
Construction of this time has been narrated but in regard to curriculum and faculty not too much is known.  An account a few years later, apparently given to a local paper by the Carmelites, gives some ideas.

When a boy of high school age arrived, he was placed in the classics. No time was specified for this course but apparently when the boy was ready, he was put into the novitiate.  Then he did what was called two years of clas​sical studies followed by three years of scholastic philosophy "studied entirely in the Latin language."  Then the student was sent to Rome for four years of theology.

At this time, June 28, 1932, the prior, Joseph Borg, said he expected forty for the classics course in September, would have seventeen studying philosophy and expected to have eight received into the novitiate in August.  The faculty, their degrees and assignments were as follows:  Joseph M. Borg, Ph.D., B.D., Prior and professor of philosophy; Philip M. McGouran, Novice Master; P. Dimech, D.D., Ph.D., B.C.L., professor of philosophy; Raphael E. J,  Z:ran, M.A., B.A., professor of English; Eliseus E. Duffy, B.A., professor of Latin and Greek; Carmel W. Lynn, B.A., professor of mathematics and history; of Leo J. Roy, M.A., B.S., professor of sciences and French.  The article concluded with the observation that the faculty Fathers also serve the parishes at Bloomingburg, Bullville, Otisville, Centreville [sic], New Hampton (prison), Otisville Sanatorium and State Hospital.

For the first few years of Saint Albert's, no records of the students exist.  We know from ordinations, the stories of the older members of the province and the testimony of the students themselves that certain people did attend Saint Albert's during its first nine years of existence but no written record of their presence or their achievements are extant.

The problem of using records of the period beginning in 1926 to reconstruct a picture is difficult.  In the records, each student has a page devoted to him.   All his marks over a one, two or three year period are listed along with any other information about him.  Parents, address, birth, baptism, con​firmation as well as the reason for leaving or being asked to leave find their way onto this one page record.  The year 1926-1927, for example, lists eigh​teen students all varying in their previous education.  Subjects offered them were Christian Doctrine, French, English, Latin, math and Greek.  Some students took all the subjects offered, some took as few as two.  One Christian Doctrine mark was as low as thirty-five, a math mark as low as forty-five but no notation was made about the meaning of these numbers.  Presumably, they were based on 100 and are not to be considered good.

During this year chosen as an example, among the students were the fol​lowing who persevered to ordination:  Joseph Daly, David McCarthy, John Wholley, James Morrissey, Walter Daly, Joseph Conroy, Daniel McCarthy and Reginald Forrester.

Shortly after this period, a more definite picture can be composed.  For the period of 1928-1932, the records indicate that almost all of the students entering had completed high school.  The curriculum for this time has the following additions:  biology, American history, geometry, ancient history, algebra, chemistry, Italian and Spanish.  The various parts of philosophy were also taught.  Of course, all these subjects were not all taught the same year but they were all offered during this four year period.  There was no clear division between high school and college.  Students seem to have entered the novitiate when the faculty felt they were ready and upon profession, they began what we would call today college work.  Perhaps teacher interest and ability rather than student need determined the course of study, an under​standable fact in view of the previously mentioned difficulty of staffing the seminary.  Gerard O'Farrell, for example, traveled from Saint Simon Stock in the Bronx to the seminary almost every week to direct a class in public speaking.

During this four year period, about fifty students attended the seminary.   Many did not stay long.  All those promoted or deciding to persevere seem to have gone to Rome for their final philosophical and theological studies.  It is almost impossible from the records to divide the students into classes or groups.  According to their records, they all took the same subjects, hopefully in advancing stages.  For instance, French was taught for three years of this time.

Before the founding of Saint Albert's, the Carmelites had two missions at Bloomingburg and Bullville.  In the area of Bloomingburg , Dionysius Flanagan had begun offering Mass at the Lakeside Hotel in 1912.  That same year a church, was begun and it was completed and dedicated in 1913.  As mentioned, Bishop Dunne of New York used to summer there with his family and he was present for all festivities at the church.  Beginning with Simon Farrington in 1912, the Carmelites offered Mass at Bullville.  Judging from pictures of this period, even though the missions technically belonged to the parish of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, the priests from Saint Albert's assisted in the rigorous work entailed in these missions requiring trips before the advent of the auto and over roads we would hardly consider passable today.

Also during this time, the lands of Saint Albert's were greatly increased.  In 1920, what is known as the Fitzgerald tract, consisting of over thirty acres was purchased.  This land lies around the intersection of the New County #78 and Wawayanda Avenue.  Four years later, the Maybee parcel, on which the present chapel and school building are located, was bought.  This added about ten acres to the seminary's lands.
 
Chapter 2
The Priorship of Sylvester John Maher
The opening of school in the fall of 1933 found Sylvester John Maher as the prior of Saint Albert's.  He continued in this office until the Chapter of 1940.  His years found the seminary still functioning in the capacity of the only educational institution of the province with students going to Rome for philosophy and theology seemingly whenever the faculty at Saint Albert's felt they were sufficiently prepared for this venture.  Some did some college work at Saint Albert's before going to Rome; others went immediately after completing high school and making their profession at the end of the novitiate.  During this time, Saint Albert's became a pre-novitiate educational institution; students did high school work and some others took the subjects felt to be necessary for their entrance into the novitiate such as Latin or religion. Of course, during this time, Saint Albert's also sheltered the novitiate.

Unlike previous periods, there is some material for this time.  House meetings were held fairly regularly and the minutes carefully recorded.  Student records began to be kept, scrapbooks were made, pictures were placed in albums and chronicles were written.  So there is besides the recollections of the Carmelites in attendance then, a record of these times.

The period is marked by a rather distinct flux in the membership of the community.  People come and go at fairly irregular intervals.  Some of this was due to illness or the inability of people to deal with personal problems in other communities.  So, as we get into this period, there are indications of problems within the community.

Faculty and Students

The school year of 1934-1935 finds Bernard Daly, Albert Daly, Berthold Forrester, Eliseus Duffy, Anthony Wholley and Philip McGouran in the community with John Maher as prior.  Charles Grahame, incidentally, is a frater at this time.

Towards the middle of the school year, we find there is some discussion in the community concerning the curriculum and the academic standards of the students.  McGouran and Wholley press at one house meeting for the inclusion of Gregorian Chant in the studies, John Maher for public speaking while at the same time stating that a capable teacher would be hard to obtain for either area.   Eliseus Duffy considers the schedule of the high school "well balanced" but calls for separation of the professed from the high school students.  This he feels is "absolutely necessary."  Duffy, being the Dean of Studies, seems anxious to correct by each of these statements what he considers to be defects.  At this same meeting, he calls for more discretion in the dropping of students for academic problems. Students seem to have been able to be dropped for one or more failures and he does not agree with this position. Somewhat later in the same year, Dionysius Flanagan, then provincial, demands that "stringent requirements" be established for the school in the future.  Perhaps neglect of teaching, poor preparation or directives from higher ups brought about this exchange.

Some result did come from the meeting described above though it be a number of years later.  1936 sees the students organized into a Choral Society under the direction of Dr. George Meyers.  The first recital was on May 24 of that year and twenty-two students, "some of whom wore knee breeches," presented a program of rather stiff pieces including the "Anvil Chorus" from II Travatore.   The second recital in 1937 found a new electric organ being used for the first and pieces like "Ave Verum," and selections from Tenebrae presented by a group including Lawrence Mooney, Jerome Bauer, Gregory Smith and Leo Travers. “The combination of the new Hammond Organ, and the trained voices of these youngsters, has given me an afternoon of genuine enjoyment.  Rarely have I heard anything so completely soul-stirring as this choir."  So described "a music critic of high standing" this 1937 concert.

These programs became an annual event, the program varying from year to year.  1938 saw liturgical texts, Dvorak's "A Cycle of Biblical Songs" and Gounod's "De Profundis" in the program.  This latter was sung for the first time by an all-male chorus.  Local critics found the presentation well-done and wrote laudatory reviews in the papers.  Peter Kramer, Patrick Murray, Mel Daly, Finbar Lynn, Kilian Lynch and Celestine Fitzpatrick were present on this occasion.  The 1939 recital sees Vincent McDonald, Francis Donohue, John Parsons and James Reilly added to the choir in a program that was heavily Gregorian.

Perhaps the most publicity was given to the Fifth Concert held on June 9, 1940.  In an article in the Middletown Herald, Raymond Dulye calls attention to the presence of both the General, Hilary Doswald, and the Provincial, Dionysius Flanagan, as well as several hundred people.  As Dulye states, "Al​though the Society had lost many of the superb voices that made memorable recitals in the last two years, it sustained its eminent reputation."  The program included the Gregorian Chants of the Easter season and "Cantata Gallia of Gounod.  The whole weekend seems to have been somewhat of a gala.  The General arrived on the preceding day, Saturday, gave solemn benediction, "pontificated" at a Solemn High Mass on Sunday.  Returning to New York after the concert, he was expected to visit again at the end of June.
Another concert of the Choral Society under Dr. Meyers saw Gregory Smith solo Beethoven's "Song of Penitence" and Leo Travers "La Procession" of Franck.   One year George A. Gloeckner of New York was the director and the presentation was "Journey's End"  by R.C.Sheriff.  George Ingrasano was in the cast and Leo Travers gave an "outstanding performance" as Captain Stanhope.

Curriculm and Studies
An analysis of the "Student Register" for the early 1930's indicates that the high school curriculum consisted of four years of religion, English and Latin.  History and music lasted three years though music met probably only once or twice a week.  Physical training, math and French were for two years; biology and chemistry for one each.  In the latter part of this decade there is the addition of solid geometry, trigonometry and Scapularia.  This latter was taught by John Matthias Haffert, nephew of John, the novice master at the time. Having left the Carmelites, he offered his services at the seminary to give himself some time to think out his life plans and to pay the debt he felt he owed the Carmelites for his own education.  He also taught French.  He described the seminary as follows:

"Saint Albert's College.... is a very monastic, almost cold building.  It has an air of implacable rigidity and solitude.  It is just outside the limits of the town, surrounded by eighty acres of stream and lake and woodland...a sharp, stone and brick building that contrasts itself to the rolling terrain and nearby verdant mountains like a concrete Maginot fortress in a French forest."

While at Saint Albert's for a period of two years, Haffert wrote his book, Mary in Her Scapular Promise.
The additions to the curriculum of this time and its variations apparently depended on the personnel.

Leo Travers was a student at this time, entering freshman year in 1932 ard finishing high school in June of 1936.  George Ingrasano joined him in second year, September, 1933.  This same year, Alphonsus Galligan and Dennis Rigney were among the six students who began their first year of college.

How long a student for the Carmelites remained at Saint Albert's seems to have varied depending on his ability and the availability of accommodations at the next step in Washington or Rome.  Gregory Smith and others went to Catholic University after finishing their first year of college.  Edward Matthews, for instance, did his first two years of college at Saint Albert's from 1939 to 1941 and then went to Catholic University while Lawrence Mooney's class went to the University as freshmen in September, 1941.

The flux and variation in the staff and curriculum of Saint Albert's surely did little for the academic advancement of the institution.  Due to the small number of priests in the province, there were difficulties in assigning personnel and in the permanence of assignments.  Personal problems apparently also affected the length of stay during this time.  The education seems, from the accomplishments on higher levels of the students persevering, to have been adequate.  Its excellence, however, could be questioned.  But then in that era, how many high schools performed on the level most do today?

Additional Land Purchases

There were two parcels of land acquired by the seminary during the 1930's. One was purchased from the estate of Thomas Watts.  The land lay along Wawayanda Avenue beginning at a point beyond the large lake and ran to a point just beyond the new County Road #78.  The price was $8,000 and gave some cultivatable fields as well as a large wooded area to the seminary.  The sale was completed on June 7, 1938.

The second, from the Middletown Milk and Cream Company, 1939, was indeed fortuitous since it brought to Saint Albert's the largest of the three lakes and the land adjoining it.  Several buildings used for ice storage were also included.  The parcel was purchased for $6,000 and was immediately leased back to the company for ice cutting and storage operations.  The lease contained the interesting clause that in case of fire, the lease should cease since neither owner or tenant was required to make repairs due to fire damage.  Later, this will afford an opportunity to break the lease and begin the construction of a playing field now on this site.
 

The Rhinohorn Tavern Episode

In the fall of 1935, the present large lake was owned by a Philadelphia concern which had given an option on the property to a local ice cream company for the purpose of using the lake for ice harvesting.  The local firm could not secure a mortgage and there was the possibility that the Rhinohorn Tavern, now known as the Legion Lodge, would pick up an option it had with the inten​tion of using the lake for a bathing beach.  The tavern had also applied for a liquor license.  John Maher protested to the New York City Alcoholic Beverage Control Board against the issuance of the license.  They promised to investi​gate and consider the protest.

Frank Degnan, a Carmelite friend over the years, was on the Orange County ABC Board and forwarded the complaint of Maher to J.B.Judson, the state's ABC Board's chief executive officer.  In reply to Maher's two letters of complaint, Judson told Degnan that when he accepted the Rhinohorn's petition for the second time - apparently the Board's procedure was to file applications more than once - he should disapprove so that a public hearing might be held.

In early December, John Maher met with Kilian Lynch and the province's attorney, William Canary, in Tarrytown.  The whole matter was reviewed and a number of courses of action resulted from the meeting.  Maher was to learn who was the owner of the lake and negotiate for bathing rights or the purchase of the property.  Eventually, the lake would be leased for ice harvesting.  The present owner of the tavern was a woman who had been a baker but now was working as a housekeeper in a New Jersey rectory where her priest-brother was stationed.  She was believed to have paid $12,000 and valued the parcel at 520,000.  The tavern was supposed to have been built for $35,000.  Canary  doubted these figures.  He also suggested to Maher that should such large sums be involved, Saint Albert's might simply plant poplars along the dam of the lake to serve as a screen.  This could be the least expensive solution to the problem.

On December 9, just five days after the Tarrytown meeting, D. F. Kruger, the operator of the Rhinohorn Tavern, sent a notarized promise to John Maher that he will not now or in the future operate a bathing beach in connection with his establishment.

The date set for the opening of the Rhinohorn Tavern was December 13.  As this day drew closer, John Maher grew somewhat more apprehensive.  The pre​sence of the provincial, Lawrence Flanagan, in California did nothing to mitigate his anxiety.  On December 10, he wrote the provincial to apprise him of the crisis nature of the situation.  $35,000 had supposedly been invested, the man had a legal right to a license and he had exercised consideration towards the seminary.  This was manifested in not having the entrance face the seminary, sound proofing and air conditioning the tavern as well as pledging to route all traffic through South Street rather than along Wawayanda Avenue which faced the seminary.  Moreover, as a guarantee of having a high class trade, Kruger stated that he had a right to exact a cover charge at any time.  This was his method of keeping out undesirables.  All of these things John Maher wrote to Flanagan in California adding that Kruger was engaged to a Catholic and planned to live in a house next to the tavern.  He concluded his letter, "The place is advertised to open December 13.  We stand in his way.  I lay the matter in your hands and await your word."

The menu of the Rhinohorn was quite elaborate serving full dinners with both meat and fish courses.

Undoubtedly apprehensive about securing his license, Kruger wrote on that December 10 to John Maher confirming his verbal agreement, "I will enter into any agreement you desire in order that you may protect your institution at the present time as well as in the future."  He was willing to sign a statement to this effect and even promise never to sell the tavern without consulting Maher or his successors and "obtaining your sanction."  He would give any complaints his personal and immediate attention.  Touching sentimental cords, he said he was building his home "and expect to stay here, if possible, the rest of my life."

Just a week later, aware of the nearness of the often postponed opening date, Kruger and a Mr. Hogan went to see William Canary who just listened to their presentation.
    Two days later, Edward Faulkner and Nathan Schweiger went to see Mr. Leiter, the superintendent of Middletown Milk and Cream, the operators of the pond.  Leiter assured Faulkner and Schweiger that as long as they held the pond, its use would be restricted to the students of Saint Albert's and the public would be barred.  Leiter admitted that he did not have the authority to write this assurance but that Mr. Reubenfeld did and Leiter would see that such assurances came to Saint Albert's in writing.   Faulkner, in writing Canary, thinks that this, along with comparable assurances from Kruger, would permit Saint Albert's to withdraw their objections.

Canary wrote in return, possibly on the receipt of Fauklner's letter, that he would like to see some sort of option arranged concerning the acqui​sition of the pond.  Then he gets a bit stronger and places as a condition an option on the pond.

On Christmas Eve, Faulkner, trying both to obtain the license and please the Carmelites, cited to Canary that no convenants were possible but that a gentleman's agreement was.  This would possibly withdraw objections so that Kruger could open for the holidays.  Faulkner then goes on to say that the statements made recently by Kruger could be drawn up into a document.  Faulkner requests Canary to tell Father Maher this so that he and Kruger can come to Faulkner's office and draw up such a document.

Two days later, Canary wrote to Maher enclosing Faulkner's letter of December 24.  He also mentioned that Wilmot Decker, Kruger's attorney, had called.  Decker said that he understood the objections were to be withdrawn but Canary insisted in his note to Maher that the following out of the objec​tions was our only protection.  He then goes on to say that Faulkner will meet in Middletown with all parties on Saturday to draw up a written agreement. Canary, lacking some faith in Faulkner, is a bit skeptical about this.  He also gives Maher the decision he must make: should the objections be urged or not.  Canary also wrote on the same day to Faulkner the very same things he wrote to John Maher.

Whether or not this meeting ever took place, we do not know.  One thing we do know is that round the Christmas holidays, the Rhinohorn Tavern did open without a license.  The guests had to bring their own liquor in the absence of a license.  The opening night party was a wild affair.  The Carmelites were wakened from their sleep by the cavorting on their lawn of a nude woman being actively pursued by male members of the party.  This event, when brought to the attention of the authorities empowered to grant the license, destroyed any chance the tavern ever had of getting the license.  In 1939, the seminary gained title to the pond and thus prevented the repetition of such a problem.

Almost two years after the incident of the Rhinohorn Tavern, the premise were taken over by the American Legion.  The post passed and forwarded to John Maher a resolution of July 21, 1937 that they will not execute or cause to execute any assignment of a liquor license without the consent of the "Trustees of St. Albert's Preparatory College."  They also promised they would conduct and maintain the property without annoyance to neighbors.  They went so far as to state they would never permit any nuisance "to be maintained, suffered or caused thereon."  Thus to the whole affair, there was a happy conclusion for the Carmelites.

The Physical Resources

John Maher's period as prior saw Saint Albert's operating in three buildings.  There was the present priory, occupied by the Corpus Christi Carmelite Sisters who worked in the kitchen and did the laundry, the novitiate building which housed the novices and their master and O'Connor Hall which housed all the other people on the property.  The community seems, judging from minutes, to have had a lot of voice in regard to the purchase of material needed for running of the seminary.  There is no building in this period but mainten​ance is seemingly taken care of and equipment was purchased as the need arose.

December, 1935, saw an accident due to icy roads on route to one of the missions and a new car was voted for while a little over three months later, $400 is spent for chairs for the auditorium, probably the present gym.  April, 1936, saw the expending of $250 for desks for one classroom, chairs for the living room and both chairs and tables for the living quarters.  This same April meeting had on its floor the complaint that the provincial, Dionysius Flanagan, was not sending enough money to carry the college expenses.  It was decided to establish a 'Fathers' Account1 so that the earnings of the Carmelites could be more clearly seen and their financial contribution to the seminary be obvious as money was transferred from this new account to the general funds of the seminary.

The tug of war went on that summer with all three electric meters being combined into one and a donation of $100 given to the General, Hilary Doswald, on July 15th at the close of his two day visitation.  Shortly after, to compound matters, the provincial "reported that a Hammond organ should be purchased."   Thus economy and generosity were taken advantage of or even shown not to be possible.

The school year of 1936 - 1937 saw the purchase of vestments in memory of Christine Kilihy who had left money for this.  Later in the same year, four more sets of vestments as well as a set for benediction were donated.  With donations like this, there was no problem but when the matter of a new car came up in January, 1937, the matter was tabled despite the obvious fewer repair bills it would have.  The next month, however, there was a change of heart and the car was approved but it was to be a 1937 model and could not cost more than $200 - a far cry from the prices of today.  Oil bills of $443 had to be paid from savings, new desks - to be less than $100 - were purchased for the study hall.  The novitiate vestibule and chapel were to be laid with linoleum for under $500.  At this time, a long time relationship with Antonio Totta is first chronicled.  Brown cloth was purchased so he could make habits. The novices were busy this year making a circle in front of O'Connor Hall. The statue of Saint Albert was removed from above the novitiate's main door and placed in its center upon a pedestal.

That summer, the fraters had painted the chapel so that it was newly re​novated for the start of the 1937 - 1938 school year and also for the twentieth anniversary of the seminary on September 17, 1937.  That fall a power mower ($300), a $50 radio and "at least thirty" spiritual books were bought.  An estimate to paint the various houses on the lands of the seminary was sought. The acreage was cited as being up to over ninety and a conversion to natural gas for heat and cooking in all buildings was made.  The sisters' convent (now the priory) was being extensively renovated.  Painting was done by Magill of Middletown and plumbing work was also underway.  Roofing the convent and interior carpentry work was discussed at a meeting.  It seems to have been approved as the provincial signified he was willing to pay for "all work on convent."  Thus the spurt of expenses.

A duplicating machine costing $167.40, surplices - "not more than $75" -and lockers for the student recreation rooms were also bought.  Again in January, 1938, the motion for a new car was tabled but in that March it was approved to spend $200 and trade in the old car.  All this took place before the good news of a bequest of $500 from the estate of E. Sarah W. Battersby.

Perhaps there is some connection between the two following events.  The  first meeting of the 1938 - 1939 year found the servicing of the master clock being approved at a meeting while at the same time, the school schedule was tabled until the next meeting.  Possibly the latter happened so that it could be insured by the completion of the former.  $500 came in from the estate of J. Regan but the parents of some students were delinquent in their tuition payments thus affecting the regular income.  Some of these had promised to pay as is brought out in a meeting, one didn't even respond to a letter calling non-payment to their attention.  Possibly tuition that came in following up on these promises enabled the fathers to give the provincial $259 from their own account on November 1, 1938.  Typing was inaugurated at this time with the expending of $225 for machines  though the purchase of a new car s postponed as usual, this time for two months.  An indication of some delinquency on the part of the Carmelites was shown by sending $90 to The  Sared Heart Messenger for the previous year's ads and one for current issues was decided on.

Careful management seems to have been the motto of the next year as $1,500  was able to be placed in savings from the father's account in January, 1940 so that in April the total in savings amounted to $2,694.34. Money indeed bought more then as can be seen by the $390.25 paid to Lloyd's for insurance but certainly for a dependent house savings were some accomplishment even in those days.

The source of funds supporting Saint Albert's is indicated by these quotes.   “But the most important foundation which the Carmelites have made in America is a preparatory seminary and novitiate in Middletown, N.Y. and dedicated to St. Albert."  The source goes on to say that Saint Albert's "College" was built with funds provided by the Little Flower Society and depends in great measure for maintenance on funds provided by the Society."

The Carmelite Community

In 1934, John Haffert came to Saint Albert's on loan from the Chicago Province to be the Novice Master.  In August of that year, he was elected sub-prior the same month that he brought to simple profession Emmanuel Hourihan, Avertanus Howe and Columba Staunton.  Brendan Hourihan made his solemn vows at the same time.  In addition to Haffert and John Maher, the community beginning the school year of 1934-1935 also had Eliseus Duffy, Albert Daly and Berthold Forrester.

John Maher was elected prior at the Chapter of 1934.  Hilary Doswald had presided at this chapter.  Previous to the opening of this triennial meeting, John had picked up the General in New York and was welcomed at the seminary by the pre-chapter community which included Kevin Flanagan, Simon Farrington and Philip McGouran.  They processed to the chapel where a Te Deum was sung in thanksgiving for his safe arrival.  Prayers were offered for the deceased of the order and then all showed their obedience "by kneeling to kiss his hand. The General gave an informal talk outlining the true basis of the spiritual life stressing silence and the necessity of solitude for prayer and study.  He also treated of self-denial.  The next day he received six into the novitiate and then returned to New York.

The following school year (1935-1936) found the two Johns still at Saint Albert's joined by Berthold, Gerard McCarthy and Peter-Thomas Beck, the others apparently having been transferred.  Admitted to the novitiate that month were four students: John McAndrews, Philip McHugh, Francis O'Brien and Thomas Camfield.  The end of that school year found six candidates voted for the novitiate: Leo Travers, George Ingrisano, William Kearney, B. Holden, William Smith and C. Dolan.

A meeting starting the school year, 1936 - 1937, had present at it only John Maher, Peter-Thomas Beck, Gerard McCarthy and Berthold Forrester.  Possibly more were in the community, as John Haffert obviously was, but were not present this meeting.  Kieran Hickey returned from Gabriels March 13, 1937 after a three year stay there and resumed teaching - so stated as though the absence was for a much briefer period.  Junior Clergy Exams for the priests in the community were conducted on May 6 by Aloysius C. Slattery, Simon Farrington and Kilian Lynch.  Quite a trip for just a few but an observation of the law.

June, 1937 found Peter-Thomas Liebeau in the community and the Carmelite numbers were further augmented by the arrival of the fraters from Washington.  They all remembered Gerard O'Farrell with an eleventh anniversary Mass on June 15 and received the General, Hilary Doswald, on June 24.  He spoke to all the Carmelites on the love of the order and the rule.  On July 5, he returned to install John Maher as prior, outlining on this occasion the duties of both the prior and the subjects.  The members of the community during the ceremony signified their obedience by kissing John Maher's hand, perhaps well taken right after the talk of the General.  The activities of the year were brought to a close by the annual ten day retreat given by Kieran Hickey.  It ended on July 1 with the profession of five.  The previous day, seven were received into the novitiate.
 
John Maher with John Haffert as his sub-prior, Kieran Hickey, John Galvin, Peter-Thomas Liebeau, Gerard McCarthy as sacristan and Berthold Forrester as treasurer were the community as listed for the beginning of the 1937-1938 school year.  The Mariani, as the students were then called, returned on September 10.  School opened with a Mass of the Holy Spirit on September 13.   After a three day retreat by John Haffert, Avertanus Howe and Emmanuel Hourihan made their solemn vows on September 18 with John Maher preaching at the Mass. One week later, the fraters left for Washington and the start of their school year.
There are no other records of this year except that Kieran Hickey became ill again in March, went to the hospital in Middletown and then back to Gabriels.  Early May saw the departure of the prior "on his first vacation for five years" going to Ireland, Lourdes and Italy.  He returned on July 22 probably just after the retreat by Stephen Piskurich for the two clerics and two brothers making first profession.  One student making solemn vows joined them.  Dionysius Flanagan had presided at the clothing of seven novices the day before this profession.  That summer saw the arrival at Saint Albert's of Carmel O'Shea who conducted two retreats.  While there, Leo Walter, then novice master of the Chicago Province, visited and along with Carmel and John Haffert, the three novice masters of the English speaking provinces were found together.

Besides Haffert and Maher, Kieran Hickey, Gerard McCarthy, Dionysius McCarthy and Berthold Forrester made up the community in 1938-1939.  On September 26, 1938, the fraters left after their summer in Middletown for "our new home in Washington, D.C."  Students from both American provinces were living at Little Flower College and attending Catholic University but by 1938, there is crowding in this Michigan Avenue house.  Dionysius Flanagan rented a house on Randolph Street for the New York students.  The two provinces then have separate houses in Washington until 1941 when Whitefriars Hall opens and there is again room for the students of the New York Province.

The end of this year found nine voted to enter the novitiate among whom was Lawrence Brown.  Three, including Philip Dolan, made their profession in the summer of 1939 and before the students left that fall to go to Washington, Andrew McHugh made his solemn vows after a letter had been received from Richard Haag in Niagara Falls giving that community's approval.  McHugh had done some of his college work at Niagara Falls.

October of the 1939 - 1940 year found Dionysius McCarthy not at Saint Albert's and as stated by the minutes of a house meeting, his replacement was delayed by war.  Dionysius Flanagan wrote to state that Dionysius McCarthy would soon arrive presenting in these minutes some obvious confusion.  Perhaps the secretary had intended to write in another name because at the beginning of 1940, we find besides Maher and Haffert, Stanislaus McCarthy, Gerard McCarthy, Dionysius Murphy and Berthold Forrester.  Perhaps Murphy is the intended replacement.  This last year of John Maher’s as prior seems to have been success​ful as four clerics and three brothers were voted into the novitiate without Kieran Hickey and Peter-Thomas Liebeau being allowed to vote though they were present at the meeting.  The end of that June found the community voting Berthold Forrester the socius of the house to the provincial chapter.

Heating Problems

When O'Connor Hall was completed in 1929, it seems that the method of heating was by coal from furnaces located in the basement of the novitiate Building.  This was either not satisfactory or efficient because in 1936, a survey made by K and S Stoker Corporation proposed the installation of coal stokers, namely the Iron Fireman plus a pump to solve an excessive water  problem for $1,675.  It was projected that $900 a year would be saved as the present furnace would come on only during extreme weather conditions and thus did not keep the buildings anywhere near a comfortable temperature.

Instead of getting this mechanized equipment, conversion was made to oil but within a short time, a further conversion to gas was suggested.  At least in 1938, gas had been used for one winter.  The consumption of gas was exces​sive and suggestions to cure this were made as  follows: install a locking device on the thermostat, insulate the third floor of O'Connor Hall and place storm sashes on the northern and western exposures.

The next two winters seem to have been gone through under the same conditions but in October, 1940, the thought was to convert to coal at a cost of $590.  Orange and Rockland Light and Power was written about the high gas rate.   A change to coal was then proposed for the novitiate and O'Connor Hall but the convent and all hot water heaters would be kept on gas.  This work was begun in November, 1940 and Orange and Rockland were so notified.  In order to keep a good customer, Orange and Rockland sent a new plan to use with the gas and offered to supervise the heating of the buildings in November.  On the very day that the installation of the coal grates was set for the furnaces, Orange and Rockland saw Dionysius Flanagan in an attempt to persuade from the conversion.
    The pleas were in vain as the conversion took place.  An automatic stoker, remembered by many a past student as insatiable in its greed for coal, was installed in 1944.  Early that same year a survey had been made and it was decided to stick with coal as fuel.  The difference in cost compared with gas was small but when gas was used, the buildings were never warm.

Community Life and Activities

Life at Saint Albert's during the term of John Maher may seem from the narration to have been composed of business and community problems.  However, there were visitors, concerts by the students, entertainments, apostolic work, visitations and activities not very different from those of today.  New Hampton Training School, Ursuline Academy, Mount Carmel Church, Middletown State Hospital and South Centerville were the supplies.

On June 22, 1936, John Haffert, novice master on loan from the Chicago Province, celebrated the silver jubilee of his ordination.  His mother was present and Leo Walters preached.  Peter Kramer was the assistant priest, Peter-Thomas Liebeau the deacon and his nephew John Haffert, then Fra. Matthias, the sub-deacon.  Because of the large attendance, the Mass was celebrated in the gym.  George Myers directed the choir for the occasion and they sang Perosi's "Te Deum Laudamus" for the parts of the Mass.  Those present included John Maher, Mel Daly, Kilian Lynch, Dionysius Flanagan, Aloysius Slattery and Right Reverend Charles Dubois Wood.  The jubilarian was also the celebrant of the Corpus Christi procession that afternoon.

Early records of activities do not exist but 1937 found Peter-Thomas Liebeau speaking to Saint Patrick's Clerical Club, site unknown, on "The Carmelite Order, Its History, Aim and Spirit" on February 7.  Eleven days later, he spoke to the Middletown Knights of Columbus on "Communism, the Destroyer," while Berthold Forrester conducted a study club for the same group each Monday inLent.

New Hampton, then a reform school, was the scene of apostolic labors.  Easter Sunday, 1937, saw First Communion there and the reception of five converts with the students participating by singing the "Missa Stella Matutina" of Vito Carnevale which they also sang that same morning at Holy Cross Church in South Centerville.  John Maher and Berthold Forrester attended a meeting in New York on May 18 at the Waldorf Astoria for chaplains attached to the New York City Department of Corrections.  Earlier, on May 3, John Maher had addressed the officials and inmates at New Hampton on "The Origin and Significance of Memorial Day."

Visitors that April included Fathers Basil Kahler, Stephen McDonald and  Martin O'Donnell, Brothers Anthony Jawelak and Martin all from the Chicago Province.  Anthony entertained the community at the piano and organ expressing his llike for the new Hammond installed the preceding October.  Basil Kahler came again in May, this time bringing with him Peter Kramer.

The summer of 1937 saw a number of visitors come to Saint Albert's.  Gabriel Pausback, then Assistant General, had a free day in his honor and was the celebrant of a Solemn High Mass at which the students sang Carnevale's 'Missa Stella Matutina. "  After Mass he visited with the students.  From the Chicago Province came Basil Kahler, Vincent Metzler, Sebastian Urnauer, Peter Kramer, Reginald Madren, Henry Goodwin, Roderick Hurley and Richard Haag for visits.  From Ireland came Cataldus Gallagher and Elias Elliot.

For Thanksgiving of that year, the students put on a scene from "Romeo and Juliet" as well as a variety show.  Early December found Dionysius Flanagan having just returned from a Roman chapter with side visits to Florence and Bordeaux, celebrating Solemn High Mass on December 5.  He would be at Saint Albert's again in February to hold a visitation from the first to the tenth.

Christmas, 1937, was a community celebration.  The fraters awakened the high school students for the Solemn Midnight Mass with the signing of carols.  Afterwards, presents were opened in the gym around a decorated Christmas tree. The evening of Christmas day, the students put on a minstrel show.  This cele​bration was actually sandwiched between two others, the feastdays of John Haffert on the 24 and John Maher on the 26, this latter celebration naturally bringing the students a free day.  There also was a retreat for them, the Monday to Thursday after Christmas, given by Kieran Hickey who, in writing the chronicle of the time, states that he dwelt on the nature of personal sanctity and the need to cultivate good habits while young.

The early part of 1938 saw Peter Kramer, Patrick Murray, Silverius Quigley and Walter Poynton as visitors.

Spring, 1938, found a number of musical activities.  Wednesday of Holy Week saw the choir at Mount Carmel Church singing Tenebrae using Gregorian Chant except for the responses which were from Fabiani, Pietro Yon and Dr. George Myers, the latter being the choir director. Tenebrae for Thursday and Friday were held in the community chapel and on Good Friday, most of the Fathers preached on the seven last words at Tre Ore services in various places. The choir sang High Mass, Carnevale's "Missa Stella Matutina," in their own chapel on Easter as well as at two of the missions. The Gregorian propers were used and at the offertory, "Regina Coeli" for three voices by O.Ravanello.

May 15, the choir sang at the fortieth anniversary of Transfiguration Church in Tarrytown using Perosi's Mass, "Te Deum Laudamus," and Cesar Franck's "Panis Angelicus" at the offertory.  Dionysius Flanagan was the celebrant and Mel Daly preached.  The provincial also presided at vespers in the evening followed by benediction.

The Saint Albert's community had Forty Hours Devotion that spring and the prior, John Maher, sang the opening Mass with the choir performing again. Masses also formed some other occasions for the community.  There was a year's mind Mass for Brocard Whalen.  Newly ordained Denis McCarthy and Aloysius Nagle visited, celebrated Mass for the community and gave their first blessing. A little diversion was found in the Mariani going to the local electric plant for a picnic where they also had a demonstration of the production of commercial electricity.

That summer was not too much of a leisure time.  Peter Kramer, Patrick Murray, Sebastian Urnauer and Arnold McCarthy visited as did Monsignor John Belford, the pastor of Nativity Church in Brooklyn.  Several seminarians from Saint Joseph's in Yonkers came for a day of recollection given by Kieran Hickey whose health was now improved.

Antonio Franco and Alberto Consalvo came from Rome for a visit in the latter part of August.  At their arrival, they were met by the community garbed in white cloaks.  The next day, August 26, there was an anniversary Mass for Elias Magennis and a dinner was given in honor of the visitors.  John Maher spoke in English and Italian, John Howe in Latin, Leo Travers in French, Alphonsus Galligan in German and Emmanuel Hourihan in Gaelic.  Franco responded in Latin and Consalvo in both Latin and Italian.

Berthold Forrester went to the fall meeting of the Catholic Guild of the New York City Department of Correction.  The Mariani had their fall picnic at the Darby Farm on Columbus Day.  The New Hampton Training School Chapter of the Catholic Guild of the Department of Correction held their meeting at Saint Albert's and John Maher spoke to them on "The Holy Eucharist, the Heart of Catholic Action."  The community was well represented at the funeral of Cardinal Hayes in New York.  Leopold Zech, newly ordained, visited, offered Mass and imparted his blessing to the community.  The Squires of the Knights of Columbus used the gym for their Court probably because Dionysius McCarthy was their chaplain.  These activities joined with the visits of Peter Kramer, Roderick Hurley, Patrick Murray, Sebastian Urnauer, Samuel Robb, S.J., Rector of Jesuit Rest House in Monroe, Joseph Keating, S.J., Bursar of Fordham University, making his annual visit, and Bernard Mansfield, returning to Ireland from Australia, made the fall a time of various activities interrupting the rather even pace of school and the classroom.

A Drowning at Saint Albert's

June 22, 1939 was the outing at Saint Albert's for the altar boys of the parish of Saint Simon Stock in the Bronx.  Five of the boys were out in a boat. This they were allowed but had been forbidden to go swimming.  One of the boaters dared the others to jump in and quickly there were three or four boys in the water.  One boy, Richard Wynne, was drowning but held another boy, William Conroy, by the hair.  He let go of Conroy when a third boy pulled him out of the water.  Conroy went down and being unable to swim, drowned.  Three hours after the tragedy, Lionel Bennett, son of Police Chief Percival Bennett, found the body by diving.  State Police had been unable to recover it with grappling hooks.  Conroy had lived with his aunt and grandmother in the Bronx parish.

The other altar boys returned to the Bronx by their bus soon after the accident.  As the saddened and quiet vehicle crossed the George Washington Bridge, a hearse with the body of William Conroy in it passed them and the full effect of the disaster became apparent to all the boys.

The Last Year

The Fall of 1938 found the academic year opening at Saint Albert's with the largest number of Mariani and prospective novices in the school's history.  A meeting had been held on September 5 and schedules given out and the other organizational work for the school year completed.  All was considered good for the opening of school which took place on September 12 with the Mass of the Holy Spirit.

Dionysius Flanagan made visitations in 1939 (February 6 to 12) and in the following year (January 15 and 16).  Nothing unusual or anything calling for unusual action seems to have come from these.

At the first Baccalaureate Ceremony in a Catholic Church for Middletown High School, Kieran Hickey spoke at Mount Carmel to the class of 1940.
  
The mission at Bullville seems to have been cared for by the seminary for various periods now and again.  Supposedly a church was being built by the Carmelites at Burlington and was to be called Saint Patrick's.  This seems not to have been carried to completion but perhaps it was just a thought or con​templated move to make Mass more convenient for some people attending the Church of the Assumption in Bloomingburg.

Chapter 3
The Priorship of Albert Daly
In this period, Saint Albert's did a bit of recruiting with the purpose of increasing the enrollment.  Academics were fairly well established, the buildings and recreational facilities were adequate and of course the need for priests in the province was great.  One pamphlet, "Who are the Carmelites?", describes the seminary as being sixty-eight miles from New York and consisting of 300 acres, a somewhat inflated figure.  Another, "An Invitation," goes so far as to mention the site is 900 feet above sea level.  It calls "The Thistles' or present priory "The Novitiate," which it never was.  First year college is listed and the curriculum for high school is given as four years of religion, English, science, public speaking and music.  There were three years of math and history with one year of Greek.  Latin in first year had double periods. Another piece of literature called, "This May Be the Answer," was a persuasion to come to Saint Albert's written in the form of a thought dialog.  All this literature, of course, stated the purpose of the seminary and explained through the daily schedule what life at Saint Albert's was like.

At the chapter of 1940, Albert Daly was elected prior of Saint Albert's and Gerard McCarthy the sup-prior.  He served one term as prior going then to Mount Carmel High School in Los Angeles.
   From this time, there is not too much material due more to the fact that it was a short period of time rather than to any neglect.

Summer, 1940 found the usual activities of entering and completing the novitiate.  Anthony Dressel gave the retreat from July 7 to 16 on which day nine clerics including Vincent McDonald, Francis Donohue and Jerome Bauer and Brother Lawrence Brown made their simple profession.  Four made their solemn vows that day and on the previous day, five clerics and three brothers had been received into the novitiate.  The retreat for the priests of the province was given that summer by Gabriel Pausback.
The fraters arrived August 12 from Washington after the completion of school for a vacation and their annual retreat which Kieran Hickey preached to them.  There was also a respite for the fraters on August 16 when five of them and John Maher went over to Graymoor for a profession ceremony.  
It was not until September 7, 1940 that John Maher took over as the pastor of Mount Carmel Church in Middletown, his next assignment.  That August 27, the inmates and personnel of New Hampton Training School presented him and Berthold Forrester with a scroll, Rabbi Simon making the actual presentation. Albert Daly succeeded Maher as the chaplain.

Sadly, during Christmas vacation when the Mariani were home for the holidays for the first time, Mrs. Haffert died.  Present with John at the funeral were Kilian Lynch, Dionysius Flanagan, John Maher and Albert Daly.

1941 passed as a rather normal year.  It began with a notice from Middletown lawyer Sam Eager that besides receiving $100 from the will of Frank Stinson, there were at least six more wills but the papers were not finished on any of them and so it was difficult to discern the amounts Saint Albert's would receive.

At a house meeting in which Dionysius Murphy took over as the secretary, academics were a concern and the discussion ended in a resolve to procure books for  the library following the instructions of Catholic University in selecting titles.

Holy Week saw the Saint Albert's Choir singing Tenebrae on Spy Wednesday at Mount Carmel Church and towards the end of the school year, the Mariani’s chapel was re-decorated.

Summer, 1941, saw the usual receptions and professions with Joachim Snyder, John Parsons and four others entering.  On July 16, one made solemn vows while three, including James Reilly and Lawrence Mooney made their first vows.  Two brothers also made their profession.

In July, there was the purchase of a new Gravely tractor ($305) with a mower ($85) and a trailer truck ($60), the amount to be paid in installments perhaps indicating a shortage of funds that summer.

Getting ready for the 1941 - 1942 school year, the meeting had Albert Daly with Gerard McCarthy as subprior.  John Haffert as novice master, Patrick Murray from the Chicago Province, Stanislaus McCarthy and Dionysius Murphy completed the roster.  In November, Kieran Hickey arrived.  Because of the comparatively new prior and new members of the community, not too many records were kept of that year.  The monthly casus was changed from the first Friday to the first Monday and Patrick Murray gave a retreat to the Mercy Sisters at Saint Simon Stock during the Christmas vacation.

John Haffert went off to Saint Patrick's Home in the Bronx to give a retreat in preparation for the clothing of twenty-five for the Sisters of the Aged and Infirm.  Hilary Doswald assisted by Dionysius Flanagan and preaching by Gabriel Pausback completed the actual clothing ceremony.  This was in February.  In March things did pick up a bit when the community had a meeting with the provincial, Dionysius Flanagan.  10:00 P.M. was established as the end of recreation with silence to be observed outside the recreation room.  No talking was permitted in the refectory outside of meal time, the farm was to be cultivated and efforts were to be made to obtain more tuition payments from the Mariani's parents.

July 16 saw the solemn profession of Philip Dolan and Edward Mahon with John Parsons, Anselm Burke, Joachim Snyder and Albert Kenny making their first vows after a retreat by Kilian Lynch.  Dionysius Flanagan, John Maher and John Haffert were the officers of the profession Mass.

The 1942-1943 school year had Albert Daly, Gerard McCarthy, John Haffert, Kieran Hickey, Patrick Murray joined by Emanuel Hourihan for the faculty. This was Emanuel's first year at Saint Albert's beginning a term of service that would extend over a period of eleven years.  Monsignor Woods offered the Mass opening school.  About a month later, October 12, the students went on a picnic to Cuddebackville.  Hilary Doswald visited from November 4 to 6 and the students choir sang the requiem Mass in Otisville for Leo Traver's father on January 14.  An unhappy note occurred in Aptil when Doctor Meyers was drafted.   His successor for music was Giovanni Camajani.  Sometime in March, 1942, Dionysius Murphy had left Saint Albert’s.  The year ended with four students voted for admission to the novitiate among them Michael Potter.

The saddest note of that school year was the destruction of the refectory and kitchen by fire on February 15, 1943.  The novitiate was saved.  What was destroyed was the Grey home to which the novitiate building had been attached in 1923.  The Middletown Fire Chief, Francis O'Boyle, could not determine the cause of the fire and would not make any statements until the fire underwriters  had examined the building.  The McQuoid fire company's Captain Aloysius Lane suffered exhaustion at the fire and Charles Schaller, a fireman, went to the hospital with frostbite.  The only injury among the community was a student, Thomas Conklin, who was cut by flying glass.  In the tragedy's aftermath, Dionysius Flanagan arrived the next day to lend his assistance.

Due to the fact that the fire occurred in the midst of World War II, scarcity of materials and their use under the careful restrictions of the War Production Board made the rebuilding a difficult task.  Philip Rettig, a carpenter and woodworker from 28th Street, came up with some builders who failed to leave the estimate for rebuilding with Albert Daly.  Phil sent it later for the amount of $39,122.37 along with a request that Albert be on the lookout for a scarf left behind, one of blue and purple silk given Phil by Joseph Borg.

Albert had to secure permission from the WPB in Washington and once he obtained the proper form, cited the cost of renovation as being $10,000.  He noted that the dining room and kitchen were totally destroyed, the chapel badly damaged and that the rebuilding was necessary for the continuance of school activities.

Phil Rettig agreed to paint and repair the chapel for $1,860.  He seems to have unofficially estimated total repairs and rebuilding as $22,000.
   The estimate sent to the WPB was $39,122.37 but the failure to list completely the critical materials required held up the decision in Washington on the appli​cation.  This still had not arrived in Washington by April 24 and the applica​tion was denied and placed in the 'closed file'.
    Through Phil Rettig, a new application was sent to Washington specifying the materials and whether they were new or used.  C.J.Tuomey at the WPB promised his assistance and the per​mission seems to have been expedited as the construction went ahead and the new section was nearly ready for the 1943-1944 school year.
    Just about two years later, the building came into final condition with a repair of the asbestos roof and the stucco finish.
    The living quarters of the building continued to be used for the novices until the novitiate was moved to Auburn in 1946.

World War II was naturally a difficult time for Saint Albert's with ra​tioning, comparatively large numbers of people to feed and mountains of applica​tions to fill out.  Gasoline was given for a Plymouth sedan in unlimited quan​tities since this was for "essential use."  Coffee and sugar were applied for frequently and coffee was on hand in the quantity of twenty-eight pounds, January 20 to February 5, 1943.  Sugar when asked for was given in quantities of 310 to 436 pounds so there seems not to have been too much scarcity in these items.  The farm was being worked at this time and a number of pamphlets like, "Victory Gardens," "Artificial Light for Poultry in Wartime," among others were used to help provide sufficient food for the community, which like before and after these times, probably had abundant appetites.  Mike and Ellie O'Connor lived in a house opposite the present barn and he did most of the vegetable gardening while she worked in the kitchen.

The priory, now vacant of the Corpus Christi Carmelite Sisters, was given a renovation beginning in 1943.  Charles Margotta was the builder and the cost given for the permit was $9,950.  An addition was made in the basement and on the three upper floors to provide for more rooms, a chapel and a combination recreation room-library.  There was the addition of a main bathroom on the second floor as well as the redivision of existing rooms.  The renovations and additions resulted in a prior's suite with bath and twelve single rooms on this floor.  On the third floor, a large bathroom was put in possibly with novices or students in mind.  The construction was of cinder block and a stucco finish was given to the entire building.  Thus, the first building of Saint Albert's, the Contessa's mansion, had been completely changed and made into the ideal monastery of the time.

Automobiles

Unlike today, cars were not too plentiful at Saint Albert's during these years.  Four door Plymouths seemed to have been bought each year from 1936 when the car cost $804 until 1942 when the cost had risen to $1,109 and due to the war, this car had to last till 1946.

Trucks came later to Saint Albert's.  A half ton International pickup was bought in 1950 but this was traded in the following year for a new Chevrolet stake truck.  A dump truck was bought in 1947 - 1948 to assist in the remodel​ing of the grounds and it did yeoman work lasting well into the 1960's when it finally was discarded.

The first thought of convenience and moving people came in 1950 when the first multi-person vehicle was purchased, a 1949 DeSoto station wagon.

Chapter 4
The Corpus Christi Carmelite Sisters
In 1929, with O'Connor Hall in the process of completion, Dionysius Flanagan faced increased expenses with the larger number he hoped would be occupying the enlarged facilities.  He had made approaches to the Corpus Christi Carmelite Sisters, already located in this country and doing similar type of work especially in an agricultural setting.  They principally took care of the aged doing all of the domestic type work.  He felt that this experience  would equip them for the kitchen and domestic work at Saint Albert's.  There was also the idea they would do catechetical work and parish visiting.  The plan was to give the sisters as their convent the Contessa's mansion, soon to be emptied of students with the completion of O'Connor Hall.

Flanagan outlined all of these things to Patrick Cardinal Hayes in for​warding the petition for a foundation for the sisters in his archdiocese.  He further promised in his request that the sisters would not be a burden on the archdiocese, the Carmelite Fathers assuming this responsibility.  He also stated they would be subject to the proper authorities appointed by the arch​diocese and that the convent to be given them would accommodate them properly in their religious and social life.  Concluding with a restatement of the benefit this would mean financially to the "College," he said he awaited the decision of his eminence.

Almost a month later, Hayes in a meeting granted Flanagan permission to invite the sisters to assume the domestic management of the seminary.  This took place on February 26.
   The sisters arrived at the seminary by February 18, 1930 and began working there.  All that had to be done now was for the prior to report to the Cardinal that canon law was complied with in regard to the convent and that the Cardinal would give final approbation.  Later a visitation would be held.
   And so the Carmelite Sisters came to Saint Albert's to assist the seminary and begin a long period of service to the community and students.  In 1931, the sisters celebrated the first General Chapter of their congregation at Saint Albert's.  The fathers placed one of the houses on the property at their disposal to accommodate visitors and Dionysius Flanagan participated in the chapter.  Shortly after the end of the chapter, one of the sisters, Francis Paul, was found dead in bed.  Her funeral Mass was offered at Saint Albert's with the Carmelites singing the Mass.

Just four years after the sisters began their work, there was not complete satisfaction in the Carmelite community.  Dissatisfaction with the sisters’ work and lack of clarity as to what the sisters' duties were came up in a house Meeting.  The discontent was somewhat deep as the idea of sending them away after seeing the area dean, Monsignor Carroll in Newburgh, was also discussed. Finally it was decided, as in many instances since, to leave the matter to the chapter coming up that June.
   Obviously, nothing happened.

The sisters were anxious to have another foundation in the area.  For this episode, there is no better version than that of Dionysius Flanagan who seems to have been in the midst of the negotiations.

"For a long time we were anxious to get the Sisters established in a place their own.  Suggestions were made that a Home for the Aged would be the most practical as a beginning, especially as there was a great need for a Catholic Home in this district.

"At one time (March, 1937) Mother Mary Augustine thought of getting theThrall Hospital, but that fell through.  However, Mother Mary Augustine did not let one little set-back daunt her.  She kept on looking and inquiring until finally she heard about the property on Highland Avenue.  Summer, 1938 she asked Judge Faulkner to find out all particulars. This he did very thoroughly, and I must add in a manner most satisfactory to all of us.  The place seemed ideal for the purpose the Sisters had in mind.
"However there were still difficulties in the way:

"The first difficulty was about zoning regulations.  This caused the good Sisters a little anxiety.  So they kept on at their prayers to God, and with great faith in Judge Faulkner's ability to straighten things out.  The result was that on the Feast of All Saints, November 1st, the restrictions were removed with the unanimous consent of The Zoning Commission, City Council, and others concerned.

"The next difficulty was that the Diocesan Authorities had not yet given permission.  In this matter Monsignor Carroll of Newburg most kindly used his influence to speed the matter along.  Finally on 29th he telephoned to say that everything had been settled at the Chancery Office.  November 2nd Msgr. Francis Mclntyre wrote to me saying that 'His Excellency, the Bishop, and Administrator authorized the purchase of the property.

"The final payment was made to Mr. Dennis, and the deeds were handed over to the Corpus Christi Carmelite Sisters on November 8, 1938.

"Since then Saint Teresa's Guest House has been filling a big need in Middletown."

The restrictions of the zoning code, the most serious of the obstacles, were removed by the City Council with whom negotiations had been handled by Judge Faulkner.

The sisters continued to serve at Saint Albert's with no recorded incident until 1954 when in March, Mother Teresa told the prior, Aloysius Nagle, that the sisters could not continue their work after the end of 1954.  The following January, she wrote to Nagle to say that even though the brothers being prepared to replace the sisters were then not ready, the sisters could not continue on indefinitely.  She suggested as a compromise in the situation, the engaging of a cook and an assistant with Sister Brendan remaining to care for the work in the refectories.  The whole aim of the discontinuance was, Mother explained, the need for the sisters to establish a novitiate in the eastern part of the country.
   That same January, Aloysius Nagle spoke to Patrick Russell about the matter and the outcome seems to have been that Nagle would speak about the situation with Mother Mary Augustine when she came to the Middletown area.

The next development in this problem comes the following June when Mother Teresa Mary at Highland Avenue received a telegram from Mother General June 30 saying that she would be willing to continue at the seminary if the fathers wished.  In conveying this information to Aloysius Nagle, Mother Teresa also thanked him for not decreasing the sisters' stipend even though they had discontinued doing the laundry.  In view of this change, she mentioned that the fathers' darning machine was at their convent and asked, "Would you like it returned?"

During all of this time, Aloysius Nagle seems to have been doing a bit of public relations work with the sisters.  He presented a picture of Our Lady to Mother Teresa which she wanted for the Newport convent since they needed pictures there to hang.  Some entertainment was also involved as she wrote to him to thank him for one such affair.

During the following two years, matters between the Carmelites and the sisters deteriorated.  As the school year began in September, 1957, Mother Mary Augustine wrote from Highland Avenue that the failures of the sisters were due not to a lack of good will, efforts and long hours but rather to the inability of the sisters to measure up to the standards required to suit the Carmelites.  Money she did state was not the problem.  In view of the present poor situation, she felt it would have been kindness to withdraw from the seminary.  Being more specific in her complaints, she stated that the sisters are not "accorded the consideration a good Master or Mistress would extend to lay domestic help."  The sisters, for example, were not told when the fathers are going to be out for dinner and in their ignorance go ahead and prepare expensive cuts of meat only to have them not used and be wasted since they cannot be served again.  The small quantity forbids them being given to the students.  Guests' arrival is not communicated to the sisters.  Remarks concern​ing the sisters' deficiencies and mistakes are made in their hearing when these things should normally be conveyed to the superior.

Concerning funds, Mother Augustine went on to mention that the $7,200 salary for the past two years does not even begin to cover the total expenses of $11,682 for the same period of the three sisters working at Saint Albert's. This expense figure was composed of personal expenses, car and coverage at Saint Teresa's.  At this time, plans were being made for the new kitchen so she went on to give a whole page of suggestions for the better construction of the new facility.
    Obviously, she wrote and acted out of good will and con​cern for both the sisters and the seminary.

The sisters remained at Saint Albert's and matters seem to have gone along all right.  Donald O'Callaghan went to see Mother Augustine at Highland Avenue in 1960 discussing among other things a silver jubilee gift for Sister Carmela, then the chief cook at the seminary.

At the definitory meeting that July, it was agreed to hire Szabo of Lyons, Illinois, a catering corporation.  The reasons prompting this decision were that the company would not cost more, they would do all the work the sisters presently did and the sisters would be able to leave the seminary as they had previously requested.  Szabo was to take over on September 1, 1960.  The provincial, Donald O'Callaghan, was to inform Mother Augustine of this action and also thank the sisters for their thirty years of service in the kitchen and in the area of domestic work.
    In his letter, O'Callaghan explained the change as being due to the large numbers of students expected in the fall.  He extended his thanks to the sisters and then repeated that the move was neces​sitated by the large increase in numbers thus cutting off the speculation of other reasons for the change.

Chapter 5
The Term of Gerard McCarthy 1943 – 1949
Gerard McCarthy had first come to Saint Albert's as a student in September, 1926 from his parish of Saint Joseph's, Bathgate Avenue in the Bronx.  Though the family did not live within the borders of Saint Simon Stock, they attended there once that parish was established in 1920.  Gerard was an altar boy at Saint Simon's and thus came into contact with the Carmelites.  After his ordin​ation in Rome, July 15, 1934, he spent another year there returning home in 1935.  He then came to Saint Albert's serving as the Master of Mariani until 1943 when he was elected prior.
   He apparently assumed office late that sum​mer.  He had been attending Fordham during the year and at summer school ob​taining his master's degree in English and French.

That chapter of 1943 appointed John Howe subprior and chaplain at New Hampton, Emmanuel procurator and Master of Mariani.  Simon Farrington and Patrick Murray were also present for the start of school and by January, John Howe had left for Bellevue but John McGrath and Columba Staunton had been added to the community.  McGrath came after his discharge from the Army and remained for the period 1944 - 1946 again returning for the 1950 - 1951 and 1951 - 1952 school years.

The year of 1943 - 1944 seems to have had the novices in "The Thistles" and when John Haffert became ill that fall, Dionysius Flanagan assumed his position of novice master pro tem.  The sisters had moved to Saint Teresa's and commuting to the seminary for the domestic work.

The summer of 1943 had passed with few problems.  There was the usual retreats this time given by Arnold McCarthy and on August 10, four including Vincent McDonald, Francis Donohue and Jerome Bauer had made their solemn vows. Later Leonard Love was one of the two making first profession on September 8, four novices having been received the day before.  There apparently had been some problems with the votation for solemn profession as a house meeting adopted the resolution that students studying in other houses, namely Mount Carmel in Niagara Falls and Whitefriars Hall in Washington, be voted on by the community of their house and the results merely be sent to Saint Albert's where they would be residing only for the summer period.  George Klasinski and Richard Haag had sent letters from their respective houses agreeing to this arrangement.
   Also, a vacation of a few days after solemn profession was to be given and the use of the Roman collar was restricted to those who had taken their solemn vows.

Gerard took over the New Hampton chaplaincy when John Howe went to Bellevue and sometime in 1944, Bernard Godfrey arrived at Saint Albert's from 28th Street to begin his long tenure there.

June, 1944 found six students accepted for the novitiate among them Christopher Byrnes, Terrence Green and Joseph Dolan.  That August, Joel Moelter was added to this novitiate class.

The year of 1944 - 1945 and also the subsequent summer found John Parsons, Anselm Burke and Joachim Snyder not satisfied with the community and education at Niagara Falls and finishing their college work at Saint Albert's.  The faculty was not increased and these additional classes must have placed a strain on the teachers though these students in turn taught in the high school.
  That year seems to have been comparatively uneventful and ended with the admission of four including Thomas McGinnis to the novitiate.

Leo Travers and Gregory Smith came to Saint Albert's for the 1945-1946 school year which ended with four including Robert Caruana being accepted for the novitiate to take place in the new Auburn foundation but that August the votation was held again this time ten being approved, six new students being added to the original four Saint Albert's graduates.
    This same summer a chapter was held and Kilian Lynch was elected for his second term as provincial with Gerard remaining as prior for his second term also.  Alphonsus Galligan was added to the faculty.  So for the 1946 - 1947 year, Gerard, Gregory Smith, Leo Travers, Emmanuel, Bernard Godfrey and Alphonsus made up the community.

This same year, a number of older students were enrolled most of whom had been in the service during World War II.  They spent the year simply taking Latin and developing through conferences, a closer relationship with the Carmel​ites than would be expected of the younger high school students.  Two of them, William Dollar and Fidelis Limcaco, persevered through the year and entered the novitiate with four high school graduates, Daniel Lynch, William Rogers, Thomas Green and Ambrose Boyd.
    Timothy Donohue joined the group in Auburn for the novitiate.

1947 - 1948 saw the transfer of Leo Travers to Mount Carmel in Los Angeles and the addition of Leonard Love to the staff.  During the year, it was decided that the seniors - among them Nicholas Canning, Mark Liska, Paschal Greco and Simeon Marro (a student from January, 1948) - would not go into the novitiate. Instead, they would continue at Saint Albert's doing their first year of college and enter after that.  The thinking was they could then finish college in two full scholastic years along with school in the intervening summers. Summer school took place at Le Moyne College in Syracuse and then at Saint Bonaventure University beginning in 1952.  This arrangement continued on until Saint Bonaventure1s, under pressure from the New York State Board of Regents, had college changed into four continuous years after the completion of the novitiate which was then moved back to after high school.  Just previous to this, the Franciscans had also insisted on three full years of college work after the novitiate along with summer school to make up required courses and to obtain residency on the campus.  This latter began in 1954.

June, 1948 saw the acquisition of a scholarship for one student from the estate of Meta Hofer to be used until ordination.  The sum given was $2,500 and was granted all at once, probably going into the general operating funds.

1948 then saw no students moving to the novitiate from Saint Albert's.

The year of 1948 - 1949 was a number of improvements come to the community. New station wagons, chairs for the boys' dining room, a billiard table for the Carmelites were some purchases.  The renovation of the outdoor sports facilities also took place.  The community installed a monthly meeting and a monthly casus. Also there was more organization for the Carmelites' duties.  All were to be at their assigned posts each Sunday for study and recreation, they were to wear black shoes and trousers on the property and were not to smoke on the student corridors or the playing fields.  Recreation was to be from after supper until 8:00 P.M. though one could leave at 7:30 if necessary.  This was changed to being "obligatory" on holidays, Sundays and Tuesdays and ending at 9:15 P.M. They also showed some community concern by voting not to accept a Yonkers supply especially in the summer time.

That fall of 1948 also saw the first discussion of the possibility of a new chapel since the one at the time in the old novitiate building was quite small and not at all conducive to the proper performance of the liturgy.  The priory porch was to be fixed as an auxiliary recreation room and for the one on the third floor, shades were ordered.  Tree planting was decided upon but postponed until spring.  Office on free days was changed to 8:30 A.M., the Hebdomadarius - office leader for the week - was to take study for the boys, meal prayers were to be read in English.  The work and study program for the students remained the same: study before and after supper and work three after​noons a week after school.  The Master and sports prefects were given complete charge in their areas and as a source of funds, a stamp business was mentioned. This latter was undertaken and did become a work project for a year or two for the students and a source of some funds for the seminary.  The nature of the business was mainly approvals, selling inexpensive stamps mostly to young collectors.

Academics and Curriculum

The curriculum of the high school seems to have changed very little from the preceding years.  However, in the late 40's history expanded.  Ancient and medieval was taught in the first and second years respectively while American was given to the seniors.
    Organized clubs of the time were the Choir, Latin - Greek, Dramatics, Camera, Debating and the Marian Staff, the latter being a one time publication mainly, it seems, for vocational purposes.  Baseball, basketball, handball and hockey were advertised as the main and organized sports in the program.

Accreditation at this time was with Catholic University.  It had begun in 1933, renewed at least in 1942 and five years later, it was renewed for another five years since the progress report sent in February, 1947 did show steady progress and the commendation of the high school.
    The numbers for the 1944 - 1945 school year were in the high 30's with seventeen being in first year.  That September, 1944, eight novices among them Christopner Byrnes had been received and three made their first profession, having completed the novitiate.  Of this latter group, only Leonard Love remains.

New Hampton Chaplaincy Problems

On November 13, 1943, Francis Mclntyre, then a clerk in the New York Chancery Office, wrote a rather strong letter to John Maher then the pastor at Mt Carmel and out of Saint Albert's for a few months.  Mclntyre wanted to know who was the chaplain at the New York State Reformatory in New Hampton, what compensation he received and what services were rendered to the inmates.
  Apparently the letter was given to Gerard McCarthy because he replied to Mclntyre that the chaplain has always been a priest stationed at Saint Albert's, appointed by the provincial and approved by the Department of Correction.  John Howe had been so appointed by the recent Chapter and was then awaiting approval.  In an enclosure he listed the salary as being $37.10 every two weeks but that since the end of August this had not been paid since the Commissioner of Correction had not officially appointed a chaplain.  In the absence of the Commissioner's action, services were still being continued at the reformatory. The services rendered were listed as follows:

1. personal interview of each Catholic inmate on arrivel

2. confessions on the first Friday of each month

3. Mass each Sunday and Holyday

4. general Communion Mass the first Saturday of each month

5. religious instructions on the average of twice each week

6. rosaries, scapulars and prayer books, purchased from the chaplain's fund are distributed     to each inmate.

7. every first Friday, four priests hear confessions making sure that
all Catholic inmates are contacted

8.  when circumstances warrant it, contact is maintained with the Catholic inmate after his discharge.

This reply did not fully satisfy Mclntyre.  In a few weeks he wrote to Gerard asking for a detailed memo from the priest giving religious instruction of his program, the number of hours he devotes to it and the regularity of the instruction.  He also asked for further details concerning the purchase and distribution of religious articles.  Finally, he wanted to know if the chaplain is available for interviews at a fixed time or just when the inmates arrive at the reformatory.

Gerard McCarthy in replying to this latest missile from the Chancery Office, stated that John Howe had never received the approval from the Commis​sioner's office and since Mclntyre1s last letter, had been transferred to Bellevue Hospital to take the place of Alphonsus Galligan who had entered the Army as a chaplain thus leaving a vacancy in Bellevue to be filled.  Gerard was then appointed the chaplain of New Hampton by the Provincial.  Concerning the interviews, Gerard said they took place at the inmate's arrival and at any time the boys asked.  These were given after Mass and when the chaplain and other fathers visited the institution.  He repeated the information that con​fessions took place on the first Friday with Mass and Communion the next morning and in this work the chaplain was assisted by two or three priests.  He explained the religious instructions and said that besides using the chaplain's salary for religious articles, the donation comes from the Catholic Guild of the Department of Correction and last year, the city budget had allotted some money for this purpose.

It did not take Mclntyre long to reply to this letter.  On December 10, he wrote in sarcastic language, "I am informed that the Jewish Chaplain at the New York City Reformatory, New Hampton, gives more attention to his two subjects than the other Chaplains give to their groups."  He mentioned that the Jewish Chaplain saw the boys at the time of arrival and went on to suggest that Gerard see each Catholic boy "soon after his arrival" but this as stated in the letter does not make much sense.  He probably meant additional interviews after that made on the inmate's arrival.  Mclntyre also recommended availability for confessions more frequently than on first Fridays.  He further recommended that the chaplain be friendly with the superintendent of the institution and seek "to have a contact with the boys who will need the influence of the priest upon their character."  His conclusion was an exhortation to do good work there in fact "to do everything in your power to help the young men."
    This seems to

have been the end of the matter.  Mclntyre feeling that with this last letter, his idea of a shape up was carried out.

The letters were indeed far from reality.  The institution had always been cared for in a manner far beyond the recompense received in return.  Relations were always good with the largely Catholic administration.  Superintendent after another were good friends of the Carmelites and the community of Saint Albert's in return would sing the annual Mass for the Catholic Guild of the Department of Correction using the seminary choir.  On one such occasion, Gerard McCarthy was the celebrant while Berthold Forrester, John Maher and Joseph Durman - a priest from Brooklyn - were in attendance as was the Protestant Chaplain the Reverend Thomas Magnan.
    This whole incident seems to have been typical of the modus agendi of the 'old Church.
Legion Lodge Sewerage Problems

The former Rhinohorn Tavern, now known as the Legion Lodge, comes into relations with Saint Albert's again, this time in a similar but certainly more serious situation.  Sewerage from the Lodge had been flowing into the main lake of Saint Albert's and Gerard McCarthy complained to the Middletown Department of Health and to the officials of the American Legion Post controlling the Lodge.  George Roesch II was the Lodge's attorney and wrote the State Department of Health that because the sewerage is overtaxed, the Post had appointed and empowered a committee to approach the City of Middletown and request a hookup with the city system.  Because the Lodge was located in the town of Walkill, the city said they doubted that an extension could be lawfully made unless the Department of Health rules that the crisis warrants it.  Because 1450 feet of pipe would be required and only three or four owners were between the Lodge and the end of the city sewerage line, it would cost the Post $5,500 to have such a hookup.  In concluding this report type of letter, he said that if the Common Council of Middletown cannot authorize the work by April 1, 1948, then the Post would put in an additional septic tank and purifying system.  The work would be completed within May, 1948.

By the end of June nothing seems to have been done to remedy the situation. In response to a plan from Roesch, Gerard wrote to Judge Faulkner, the sem​inary's attorney, that this proposed plan would put the sewerage into a meadow near the lower lake, something he could not agree to since the seminary planned landscape this area.  The Legion had also promised to remedy the matter by the end of May and now at the end of June, they had done nothing.  The problem was bad as ever and McCarthy said he wanted no parties or groups at the lodge since these would further tax the facilities.  The sewerage overflow also precluded the Saint Albert's students and parish picnic groups from using the pond for swimming.  Gerard also asked for immediate action in the matter because the Post had sufficient time to do something and also had not had their septic tank cleaned out in five years.

Further, Gerard went on to mention that tests had been taken two weeks ago but that no results were sent to Saint Albert's.  He stated as the demands of seminary that no drain be located on our property, that the use of the lodge be discontinued until sewerage disposal is adequate and that water tests be made periodically and be submitted also to Saint Albert's.

Faulkner sent this letter on to Roesch who answered the letter via Faulkner. Roesch, speaking for the Post, stated that he had conveyed the letter to A.J. Veraldi, the Post Commander.  He protested that they were working diligently for the approval of the Common Council whose sewerage committee had made a favorable report and would soon publish the notice of a hearing.  He further promised they would not divert the drain through Saint Albert's, that they would request water tests from Mr. Smith - apparently an employee of the water department - and they would try to prevent trespassing.  He also declared that the septic tanks had been cleaned.

A long and detailed article appeared in the paper outlining the problem as being more extensive than we have mentioned.  The Middletown sewerage system was discharging into Monhagen Brook in the town of Walkill.  The Legion Post was obliged to ask the Walkill Town Board about theirown sewerage problems. The Walkill Board, in turn, asked for a disinterested attorney outside of the county to decide the case as it might damage their own suit against the city of Middletown about the discharge into the brook located in the town of Walkill. At what seems to be some sort of a board meeting, Roesch stated that the Legion's case would not prejudice later action on the part of the town of Walkill if they agreed to what the Lodge wanted to do.  Roesch also recapped the problem of disposal.  Gerard McCarthy simply stated that the sewerage prevents swimming and has created a health problem.  As a result of this hearing, the Walkill Town Board empowered Harry 0. Prince, Supervisor, to engage an attorney for this case.  The post also recounted their request to Middletown for sewer service.

As a reflection on the meeting, Gerard wrote Judge Faulkner that the cleaning of the tanks was good but now the Legion should not overtax their facilities until the sewerage line is a reality.  The prior expressed his amazement at the laxity of state health officials.  He asked what action they had taken and characteristic of his succinctness, pondered that finances versus life and death should not pose a real problem in making a decision.
    Faulkner promised to take up the matter with Doctor Osborne, Health Officer of the town of Wawayanda  in which none of the property involved was located - and also to convey Gerard's opinion to Roesch.

The matter seems to have been at least temporarily settled with the clean​ing of the septic tanks.  A final solution is achieved much later with the con​struction of Mount Carmel School and the extension of the city water and sewer​age along Wawayanda Avenue availing the services to all between the school and the previous termination of the line.
Land Purchases and the Ice House Fire

As always, the seminary was on the lookout for the purchase of any adjoining land seemingly for the insurance of privacy, an important factor of seminary life in those days.  The house and land of Cora Piatt, at the corner of Waverly Place and Willow Avenue extending from this corner to include the area of the present cemetery, became available in 1943 after the death of Mrs. Piatt.  She had been left the house, garage and land by her husband with the provision that it would pass on her death to his children. But she could use part of the principal, presumably of the sale of the house and property, for her support and the support and education of his youngest child (a girl) or children until she or they became twenty-one years old.  The children deeded her the house in 1939 and her estate sold the property to the Carmelites.  Because this was the time of World War II, the estate had to declare that Cora Piatt was a United States citizen and not a citizen of any country at war with the United States.  The Surrogate's Court of Orange County had valued the parcel at $3,400 but due to the estate's dealing with the seminary's administration, the price paid was $6,500.  The story left in the wake of this transaction is that the estate was able to raise the price because they knew Saint Albert's would not want anybody else to have this land so close to the seminary.

The Booth Farm, composed of a house, barn, a number of small outbuildings and a large tract of land extending from the buildings of the seminary to the top of the hill overlooking the seminary, was purchased from the estate of Finella Booth for $11,000.  It is undoubtedly the finest purchase made by Saint Albertt's.  The story existing from this purchase is that Dionysius Flanagan, Provincial Procurator, told the seminary staff not to go over $5,000.  At auction held to dispose of the parcel, the price did not reach what the family expected and private negotiations through Judge Faulkner brought about the purchase for $9,000.

The purchase of the large lake and adjoining lands from the Middletown and Cream Company contained in the deed a codicil bringing about the cancelation of the lease should a fire take place.  After the sale of the land and lake to Saint Albert's, the company was still harvesting ice from the lake under a rental agreement.  During that summer of 1945, a fire destroyed the ice house storage facility.  Thus the lease was broken and the company set about removing the burned buildings.  They were dragging their feet in the removal and questions from Gerard McCarthy about the company's liability insurance, should anyone be injured in the damaged structures, seems to have brought about a little more effort in the removal of the debris.
    It was all cleared away if not by the start of school that September, at least during the year.  After the fire, only one building remained.  This was then used by the Boy Scouts of Mount Carmel parish for a few years until its destruction also by fire in the summer of 1947.

Before the ice house fire, the seminary staff made the suggestion to Dionysius Flanagan that the Carmelites assume the obligations of insuring the buildings.  He turned down the suggestion with the remark, "How could a building with ice burn down?"

Both of these fires have a rumor, likely unfounded, that one of the Carmelites acting under the implied instructions of the provincial, Kilian Lynch, played the role of "Marvin the Torch" and thereby made possible the use of the land on the far side of the large lake for athletic fields and a walking area when the road around the lake's shore was completed.
Construction, Remodeling and Renovations

School must have opened in September, 1944 under somewhat trying circum​stances since the rebuilding and renovations necessitated by the fire of that February were not yet completed. The kitchen was expected to be completed by Christmas.  The novitiate was repaired and some renovations had been made in O'Connor Hall before the opening of School.

The major innovation completed by that fall was the construction of the famed "Burma Road" as the workers came to call the road they made around the shores of the large lake.  The ice harvesters had planted oaks along the west-shore of the lake to prevent the wind from rippling the ice on the lake.  Some of these had to be cut down, the stumps removed, rocks had to be dug out, dirt brought in, a road bed constructed and landscaping done with the planting of shrubs and bushes.  Kilian Lynch, then provincial, spent much of the summer with the professed students and novices working long hours in this task and establishing his long enduring prowess as a physical worker.  Some had to forgo summer school for this task, some went and exchanged the classroom for the “Burma Road” at the end of the summer semester.  Memories are strong of that summer and the stories perhaps longer with the passing of years, but the task done and the beautiful sight of the landscaped shore now greets arrival at ant Albert’s.

For the opening of school in 1946, a new dam was built at the end of the large lake, a diving board block and a pier constructed.  The cost was $350.
  Bathrooms were also installed on the second and third floors of O'Connor Hall to give more facilities for the larger enrollment of that September.

During the 1947 - 1948 year, the extensive ground renovations and land​scaping was begun.  Over a hundred trees were felled, lawns were filled in with leads and loads of rocks, bulldozers were called in to level the grounds, new trees were planted, lawns set and the seminary took on a new look.  Marshland filled with snakes, turtles and bloodsuckers in the area along Wawayanda Avenue were now replaced by lawns.  Where old gnarled and half-dying trees created a wilderness eery in its aspect, young saplings stood with the promise of the future.  O'Connor Hall set at the edge of a poorly kept and dying orchard and surrounded by gardens that were periodically invaded by skunks, raccoons and muskrats now sat at the edge of a beautiful lawn sloping down to pasture land. Students of those days had their studies interrupted by work such as dynamiting, crock moving, top soiling and manure hauling.  The work was begun that year but carried over into the next.  Leonard Love and Emmanuel Hourihan directed the work between their classes and Emmanuel finished off the project the next year.

The project also involved the sale of the O'Connor house as the green shingled home on the corner of Willow Avenue and Waverly Place on the O'Connor Hall side was known.  It was sold to a man named Keasel who then hired a house-moving concern from Newburgh to transport it along Waverly Place to its present site at the corner of Wawayanda Place and Madison Avenue.  Mike and Ellie O'Connor then moved over to the Piatt House across the street where they remained until that house was sold in the early fifties, sawed in half and then moved to a new site in Otisville.

In 1948 - 1949, the handball courts and basketball and tennis courts were refinished.  They were resurfaced and then green gravel was placed on them. The job never lasted as most of the finish washed away in the rain as it was easily loosened by the running and turning on the courts.  Roads were also repaired around this same time.

Tony Totta was still making habits through these years.  Saint Albert's would purchase the material, have Tony make the habits and then have the various houses pay for them.

A Chevrolet dump truck was purchased for the grounds work and lasted through the years.

At the encouragement of Gregory Smith, some of the students utilized the garage behind the Piatt house to raise white rats which were then sold to laboratories for research.  Thomas Heaphy, Malachy Mahoney, Brian Murphy and this author were involved in Gaudeamus Animal Laboratories as the concern was known.  Lawrence Mooney, then a student in Washington, acted as agent securing contracts among which was one with Georgetown University where the rats were used in their pregnancy research.  Funds realized from the rats were placed in the Chapel Fund.
Doctor Martell Benjamin began his long association with Saint Albert's in fall of 1948 when this author, having had a concussion in a football game, became his first Carmelite patient.

A visitation in early 1949 by Patrick Russell was very particular in its outcome. A coat rack in a convenient place and a waste basket in a hall were improvements called for.  Community and faculty meetings were to be held every six weeks.  Leonard was placed in charge of the grounds to "plan and coordinate."   Work on the lawns was to be completed and seeding done.  The provincial, finally, was  to supply $300 a year for the library.

Chapter 6 
Gregory Smith as Prior
At Saint Albert's since 1945, Gregory Smith was elected prior at the chapter of 1949.  Emmanuel Hourihan became subprior and Bernard Godfrey remained.  Also present for that 1949 - 1950 school year were Lawrence Mooney as Master, George Ingrisano, Vincent McDonald, James Reilly as procurator and in retirement Dominic H. Devlin.  The chapter of that summer gave the community the mandate to be accredited by the Board of Regents.

Not many records of this period exist.
   It was the time of having the first year of college before the novitiate and this year had six finishing their studies and being accepted for the novitiate.  Among them were Leo Brownizewski, Charles Haggerty, Malachy Mahoney and Brocard Connors.

The following year saw the transfer of Father Devlin to Tarrytown and John McGrath coming to teach English.  Somewhere in this period Simon Farrington spent some time at Saint Albert's living out of there until his death in August of 1953.
   A visitation at the end of that year saw Patrick Russell asking that the quantity and quality of food be adequate and also requesting that the programs and assigned materials be presented to each teacher before the start of the school year, an indication perhaps on the part of the faculty for a greater amount of professionalism.
   This was a good year with twenty-one candidates accepted for the novitiate, all of whom did that year of college at Saint Albert's except for six accepted directly from other schools into the novitiate.  The other classes were not nearly as large.  They were as follows:

4th      9

3rd      13

2nd      7

1st      7

The year of 1950-1951 returned Emmanuel Hourihan as Master, added Jerome Bauer to the staff.  Lawrence Mooney left the faculty for this year as did James Reilly.  Simon Farrington, Vincent McDonald and Bernard Godfrey with Gregory as prior rounded out the community.  1951 - 1952 saw Columba Staunton and Michael Potter joining the faculty.

A Solemn High Mass of the Holy Spirit on September 10, 1951 along with the blessing of the campus and buildings opened the school year.  Gregory was the celebrant.  The year saw as visitors Humphrey Connors, Jeffrey Fairfield, Gordon Brady, Eugene Kilkenny and Emmet Gleeson from the Chicago Province.  A dinner was held to celebrate Dionysius Flanagan's Golden Jubilee and in honor of the General's feastday, the students had a movie with a picnic the next day at High Point Park.  Francis Donohue gave the Mariani their retreat in October and the end of that month saw the celebration of the feast of Christ the King with a candlelight procession to a bonfire which Gregory blessed before it became too roaring.

The students went to Mount Carmel Church for the Gaudete Sunday celebra​tion.  Patrick Russell was the celebrant and preacher.  He was assisted by Columba and Michael Potter.  Back at the seminary, the evening had the showing of the film of the Middletown celebration of the Seventh Centenary of the Scapular at Saint Joseph's Church as well as some slides on Christmas.  Carols, folk songs and refreshments followed by benediction concluded the evening's celebrations.

Christmas festivities began before the students left for home with carol singing in the hospital. A crib was set up outside the seminary and the spruces in front of O'Connor Hall were lighted.  On Christmas, Michael Potter celebrated Mass at New Hampton with Gregory directing the choir of inmates all dressed in tunics, scapulars and surplices.  After their Christmas supplies, the community had a banquet before dispersing for the holidays. Epiphany was celebrated with a procession to bless the buildings marking the door ways with the crosses appropriate to the season.

Gregory spoke to the PTA in Slate Hill and four of the faculty were engaged in Lent giving series of talks.  The Unionville church was purchased from a Protestant group at this time and was being cleaned and decorated, a task some of the students assisted in.  Holy Week saw the students reading the Passion over WALL twice.  Memorial Day was an outing to Allentown for the schola with Gregory and Michael Potter where the students sang for the Carmelite sisters.

This was the time when the New York State Conservation Department surveyed the property and submitted a forest management plan for the seminary.  The land was divided into compartments, surveyed and then recommendations were given for plantings in each area.  The plan covered a period of five years and had as its purpose increased production on timbered land and idle waste areas.  Forty-nine acres were determined as needing reforestation.

Improvements made included shades in the gym, in the classrooms in O'Connor Hall, in the old novitiate building then being used for the college students and Venetian blinds were put in the rooms in the priory.   Gang mowers were purchased after the definitory had approved.  A television aerial tower was erected, new basketball uniforms purchased for both the junior varsity and varsity.  A woman was to be hired for the library.  Mothers' Day cards were to be sold to the students with the funds placed in the Chapel Fund.  The walls in the dishwashing area were tiled at the cost of $573, roads were repaired, windows were caulked and painted, new burners and ovens were obtained for the kitchen.  Among other areas, the interior of one rented house, Titsworth's, was painted.

Vincent McDonald sought workman's compensation for the sisters and the lay teachers, probably Hugh Brotherton and Dr. Antone Spanger, but none seems to have .been obtained.  As an aid to the budget, he also bought materials for the school from government surplus agencies.  Food, typewriters and bedspreads were among things so purchased.  Vincent also tried to participate in the National School Lunch Program as a means of securing surplus food.  Forms were sent but it does not appear that the seminary was able to participate.  Vehicles at this time included a surplus ambulance, carryalls and van type vehicles to use in transporting students to and from games, picnics and choral events.  One of these carryalls was run into by none other than Paul Grossinger who paid $41.45 needed to make repairs.

Spiritual direction was discussed at length in a November, 1949 meeting and in January, some decisions were made on this subject.  Following the reading of a letter from Francis Connell, C.SS.R., it was decided that the director or confessor was not to vote on a student.  "Confessors should be chosen and made known to the Master," is another directive that is somewhat elusive.  Finally, the director was to take the place of the faculty advisor.

The prior was also asked to discuss with the provincial the possibility of some students remaining for the summer to work on the grounds. Trees for spring planting were to be looked into by the next meeting.

March, 1950, the provincial, Patrick Russell, was present for a house meet​ing.  The discussion concerned High Mass every day and Sunday Vespers, both of which were not popular with the students at the time and some of the community, the decision made was that all would continue until June, 1950 when a liturgical calendar for the year was to be made out.

Visiting Rules were issued for the students at this time.  They were permitted on five designated days a year from 12:00 noon until 5:40 P.M. with express permission required to leave the grounds.  No former students were allowed as visitors except if they were brothers of present students.  Packages from home were allowed only on Thanksgiving, Easter and visiting days.  Candy was permitted and no gum was allowed.  "Any foodstuffs received will be given to the poor."  Concerning letters, it was stated that it was well not to receive too many.  "They can easily be a cause of distraction and upset when too many are received."

The curriculum seems to have remained basically the same as before and records indicate that Gregory was very positive in his assessment of students. His comments are such and not concerned with particular infractions.

In the fall of 1949, Mary Hayes came to make an inspection of Saint Albert's.  She made a preliminary evaluation at the request of Gregory Smith and considered the school ready for application to the Board of Regents for certification.  At the time the enrollment was as follows: 9th - 29, 10th - 13, 11th - 5, 12th - 13.  The students were involved in publishing The Raven, a school paper and were the subjects in the Carmel Item, a vocational piece of literature featuring one article, "Prayer, Study, Work, Play," on life at Saint Albert's.

The liturgy, at this time, besides receiving the emphasis of sung Mass and Vespers received an additional boost from Father Rogash and other Eastern Rite priests coming to offer the liturgy at different times for the students.  An Advent play in 1950 was largely liturgical in its format aiming to cultivate this facet of life among the students.
The Scapular Seventh Centenary

On October 22, 1951, the community of Saint Albert's celebrated for the area the seventh centenary of the Scapular.  Mass was at Saint Joseph's Church with dinner afterwards at the Green Valley Lodge.  The procession formed some blocks from the church and marched to the recitation of the Rosary by John Howe.  The mayor and Judge Faulkner were among the marchers.  Teachers and students in caps and gowns, Boy and Cub Scouts in uniform, Third Order members, sisters, brothers, Knights of Columbus, secular clergy, seminarians from the area were all among those in the procession.
A statue of Our Lady was carried by four Saint Albert's students; another carried the mace of Our Lady.  Each person received a copy of the text of the Mass as well as a Scapular.  Monsignors Jeffers and Carroll, the latter being the dean, were present.  Bishop James Griffiths was the celebrant, Patrick Russell preached.  Aquinas Stack and Redemptus Valabek were among the students serving.  Bishop Flannelly was also present.  WALL recorded the ceremony, it was filmed and wide publicity was given to the event in local papers.  That evening WALL replayed the ceremony with a commentary by Gregory.

A piece of land was sold in April, 1951 to Francis and Louise Gavlick.  The parcel is located at the corner of Mountain and Madison Avenues.  A right of way for the installing and maintaining of utilities was given in the deed. There were two conditions placed in the deed also.  The land was to be used only for residential purposes and before being offered for resale, the grantees or their heirs must offer the land to Saint Albert's "at the price offered therefor" and thirty days would be given to accept such.

Finances

The three year financial report for the chapter of 1952 includes the following note concerning Saint Albert's.  "In the Provincial accounts there is no record of real estate sold by the Community of St. Albert's Junior Seminary." For the three year period ending in 1952, the income of the seminary was $20,710 with an additional $9,366.20 coming from collections in the five parish​es of the time.  Expenses totaled $119,669.80 with the largest share of this being maintenance $97,000.  Masses sent to the province totaled $4,787, repairs and improvements $7,866.06.  Coal, books, supplies and "Lay Provincial Salary" came to $7,265.24, insurance $2,751.50.  The large gap between income and expenses obviously was made up by money from the province, roughly $89,000 for this period.

Chapter 7
The Priorship of Aloysius Nagle - A Chronicle
Aloysius Nagle’s first year as prior of Saint Albert's, 1952 - 1953, seems to have been characterized by organizational details natural to the first year of any administration.  Other members of the community were Emmanuel Hourihan as subprior and master, Simon Farrington in retirement, Vincent McDonald as treas​urer, Michael Potter, Terence Greene, Timothy Donohue and Bernard Godfrey. Hugh Brotherton remained on the staff and there was another lay teacher who also coached.  A main concern was the improvement of the seminary.  Large lists of repairs like fixing door knobs, screens, boilers, purchasing beds for the Carmelites and students appear at almost every meeting.  Even a scaffold was bought.  Then construction - repairing the dam at the first lake, the outdoor shrine of Our Lady, a new chapel, use of the gym until the new chapel was built - are matters for these meetings.

Concern for the students was evidenced by numerous meetings dealing with their spiritual well-being and their scholastic progress.  There is great concern about the number of students and recruitment.  Prayers, vocation days and the idea of offering $500 to a convent of European nuns in return for prayers for vocations are all discussed and some are implemented.

Everything regarding the priestly ministry is very scheduled.  Men are assigned times and days for Mariani confessions and for the services at Saint Teresa's Guest House, the reformatories and missions.  Conferences are given to local convents especially at Saint Teresa's and for the sisters and students at Broadlea, Goshen.

There was some concern over finances.  This was an era of the 25¢ a month clubs.  The annual raffle was begun.  Purgatorials and Mass cards are promoted as well as special occasion cards.  In regard to these there is a fear that Donald O'Callaghan and the Marian Center would get the names of these promoters and the matter went so far as to refuse to give him the list of those belonging to the 25¢ a month clubs.  There seems to be some lack of provincial financial support.  The reader of the minutes gets the impression the men feel they must run the seminary on their own.

This was a year of selling an old heater in the barn workshop for $50, of trading power tools to Auburn for lab equipment.  It is a time when the rather old rented houses are in need of repairs costing far beyond the small rents warranted.  The Conklin house is an example of this.  Repairs might be beyond S500 and even if $50 a month were charged in rent, a year would just about cover the repairs alone.

There is a particular concern over the physical attributes and character​istics of the boys such as a case of stuttering, progress in one subject. Academics remain the same and beyond minor corrections in methodology, they do not appear too often in meetings.  Regents accreditation is being worked on. The year ends with nine of fourteen college freshmen being accepted into the novitiate.

Terence Greene was appointed the Newman Club chaplain at Orange County Community College and Vincent McDonald the chaplain at New Hampton, a position he held until May, 1955.

Periodically, the seminaries in the area, the Oblates and Josephites in Newburgh, had seminary meetings and the faculty of Saint Albert's was well rep​resented at them.  Brendan Hourihan gave the students their retreat and at Christmas time, new large crosses of lights were erected at either end of O'Connor Hall.

Aloysius spoke to the McQuoid fire company in October and was enrolled as a member.  He told them how in 1928, the weather vane atop the flag pole in front of the priory was pointed in the wrong direction.  Two priests tried climbing the pole to fix it only to have the pole fall down under their combined weight.  Having just arrived as prior, he found the pole up but no rope or pulleys to raise the flag with.  Instead of using the priests, Aloysius said he had the McQuoids and maybe some time when they came to practice at the lake, they could use a ladder to fix the pole.  The message was well-taken.  The pulleys and rope were on the pole, November 8, 1952.

The faculty spent some time making lists of equipment for the Regents' certification.  All maps, lab equipment and library books had to be so enumerat​ed.  Emmanuel and Vincent did yeoman service in this preparation.

That summer, $3,000 had to be sent from the province for the operation of the seminary.  In October when he sent $1,500, Eliseus Duffy, the provincial treasurer, cited how $4,200 had been spent in one month and that this seemed to be a large amount.  He also thought that the profit from the bazaar held at Saint Albert's that summer, apparently already spent, should be refunded by the province and placed in the Chapel Fund.  He also asked for the "Income and Expenses" for the period of July 1 to September 30, 1952.  His purpose was to use these figures to show the various superiors how their contributions were spent since all houses contributed to the running of the seminary.  Finally, he asked for a cut in expenses since the Williamstown renovations were cutting into the savings set aside for the proposed seminary in Washington.  He wrote with good reason since the salaries of the fathers were low at this time and the province had little or no cash set aside for extraordinary expenses.

Just three months later, Duffy wrote again saying he wanted to discuss the various rented houses which seemed liabilities and asked if expenses on these could be eliminated.  He cited the phone bill as being too high and took over the payment of the pension to Mrs. Ellie O'Connor, the former kitchen employee of the seminary.  Pointing out the high cost of recreation, he sug​gested that some items here could be placed under "Food."  He requested that all expenses of the community be placed under "Fathers' Personal Expenses." Naming his goal the "financial independence for St. Albert's," he asked Aloysius to try and increase the gym rentals and mentioned his own desire to sell land away from the seminary and near the State Hospital as building lots.

Despite these pressures from the treasurer, Aloysius wrote to the provincial for permission to take $2,000 from the Chapel Fund to spend as follows: $1,000 for the shrine to Our Lady, $500 for an altar and backdrop for the gym and $500 more for folding chairs to be used in the gym when it functioned as a chapel.  He expected the shrine to cost more than $1,000 but this would enable it to be started.  Permission was granted that May.

Simon Farrington and Michael Potter are transferred for the 1953 - 1954 school year and Raymond Dolan joins the community.  This year seems to have had no great problems.  The two matters which do stand out are progress towards the new chapel and further Regents accreditation preparation.

The outdoor shrine to Our Lady was in the construction stage and dedication was set for October, 1954.  The Chapel Fund was up to $11,403.58 in January, 1954 and some sort of meetings must have been held because after a definitory meeting of April 11, a letter was sent by Donald O'Callaghan approving the proposed chapel to the tune of $100,000.  Everything - finances, architect, etc. - was to be taken care of by the Saint Albert's community but all was to be referred to the definitory.

Stations of the Cross, to be erected on trees in the grove along the "Burma Road," was a project that proceeded to the point where at the end of June, 1954, someone named Backer quoted a price of $75 per station and would submit sketches in advance.

The Regents seem to have asked or demanded some sort of a workshop so that the students could have projects used for a medium of expression and also to make useful things for their rooms and the school.  The old barn loft seems to have been chosen for the site.  Mr. Dudley from the Board of Regents visited in June to offer suggestions and by the end of the month, a complete list of equipment and material required was made up.  Unfortunately, some of the machinery disposed of in 1952 - 1953 would be needed for the shop.

The year ended with twelve being accepted for the novitiate, David Kearns, Albert Pavlik, Gerald McGovern, Kenneth McElligott and John Ryan being among them.

A camp for prospective students was planned for July 4-14 the cost being $20 for the ten days.  This was the second year of the Vocation Workshop which had been initiated by Gregory Smith.

General Science was installed in ninth year in 1953 - 1954 which class incidentally had twenty-two students including Matthew Vargo and Joseph DeMaio.  Tenth year had ten, eleventh had four including Lucian Beltzner, twelfth had six including Dominic Tracy.
   The Regents sent a visitor to observe French classes in early December as there was some question as to the qualifications of Timothy Donohue as a French teacher.  G. Charliss Franklin came, visited classes and observed that pupils were asked to read from the text.  As a result of their performance, he recommended that Saint Albert's be admitted as a registered four year high school.
   Despite this exhibition, the Regents desired Timothy to take an oral test in French but Aloysius wrote the Board citing his qualifications and whether or not he did take the test, the Board of Regents did give approval to Saint Albert's "as a school of high school grade" on January 28 - 29 1954.  Later upon receipt of the certificate, Aloysius wrote a letter of thanks especially for all the help given to prepare for and obtain the accreditation.

On May 27, 1954, the blessing of the cornerstone for the Marian shrine took place.  Kilian Lynch, General, preached and there was an act of consecration as well as the crowning of the statue followed by a procession back to the chapel for benediction.

A local complaint was the poor condition of Willow Avenue as well as the number of speeders using it.  Vincent wrote to K. Van Sciver about this and asked for a street light, a request that obviously was not granted but both are problems that remain even with the lessening of traffic with the construction of the New County Road.  At the same time, he asked requirements for opening a private cemetery on Willow Avenue and Waverly Place.

The school year of 1954 - 1955 does not have too much that stands out in importance.  There were monthly community meetings and enough material was cover​ed in them but the points treated do not come forth with any great importance attached to them.  It seems as a year in which there is some “mopping up” rather than a year in which a strong policy is introduced.  Small points are brought up. They result from policy previously introduced rather than from newly introduced procedures.

In the area of academics, matters like the list of texts needed, religion being reduced to three periods a week, programs for February graduates of grammar school, music practice schedule, study supervision, special Latin classes were discussed and some things approved and implemented.  Citizenship Education was introduced into ninth year and the hiring of a layman to teach math and act as librarian was apparently approved as Hugh Brotherton seems to have worked in both capacities.  If not, then at least in the library.

Plans for the shrine dedication were made for October 12 with a clergy dinner that evening.  Paul Feeley had become master of students and Paulus Schmitt arrived from Holland to begin teaching at the seminary.

Discussing the new chapel, the community desired to have the total heating plant located in the new structure since the present furnaces were considered a hazard and in need of repairs.  The chapel was talked about often.  It was discussed in community meetings and with the architect.  Many revisions were made.  The timing of a fund raising drive and an extra fund raising appeal to merchants as well as the annual raffle were talked about in meetings.  Cardinal Spellman thought the chapel too expensive but this is mentioned with a solution. $2,000 a month from the province would enable the chapel to be built and also carried.

Seven of the ten completing freshman college were accepted into the no​vitiate that year, the sole survivor of the group being Dominic Tracy.  Twenty-seven were accepted as ninth graders for September, 1955.

The year had started with thirteen college freshmen, four seniors, eight juniors, seventeen sophomores among whom were Philip Marani and Joseph DeMaio and twenty-four freshmen including Augustine Graap and Matthew Vargo.

The building of Mount Carmel Grammar School was announced that June.  It was to be placed on land purchased from Saint Albert's along Wawayanda Avenue. After not even a month of fund raising, the campaign goal of $150,000 had been met.

October 12 was the date of the dedication of the outdoor shrine to Our Lady.  It had been designed and constructed by John Hohensteiner of nearby Westbrookville and the statue was made in Italy of Corrara marble from designs of the Gaspari Studios in the Bronx.  1,500 persons were present for the cere​mony.  Bishop Joseph Flannelly had accepted Nagle' s invitation to be present and arrived on the 11:00 A.M. train.  He planned on leaving for New York on the 5:22 P.M. train and expected the ceremony to be finished by 4:30 P.M.  For the time he would be at Saint Albert's, he wrote Aloysius he was "entirely in your hands and do whatever you wish."  The ceremony began at 2:30 P.M. and in the blessing, the Bishop prayed that the shrine would be an "eternal monument to the love and devotion of the Carmelite Fathers and the faithful of Orange County to the Mother of God."  Patrick Russell preached reminding his listeners of the Marian devotion of Columbus and urged renewal of devotion to Our Lady of Mount Carmel and her brown Scapular.  During the procession from the chapel to the shrine, the students sang the litany of Our Lady and at the shrine, Vincent McDonald led the Rosary.  Bishop Flannelly read the Consecration to Mary and rave the solemn benediction.

For Thanksgiving Day that year, the students entertained the community with a program of skits and group songs they themselves had composed.  Trumpet, piano and guitars were the featured instruments.

As the year drew to the end, Patrick Russell came for visitation.  Punc​tuality, neatness, care of property and proper circumspection in speaking to the boys "were noted for attention." Vincent seems to have still been treasurer and Timothy sacristan at this point.

The feast of the Epiphany had the usual house blessing following Mass, Saint Patrick's Day had a celebration and on that day, the Josephites visited for a basketball game with a buffet for them and the Saint Albert's students later on in the gym.  That evening the boys entertained the guests at Saint Teresa's.  Laetare Sunday found the usual Mass at Mount Carmel with Vincent celebrant and Paulus Schmitt directing the choir.

The first of February, nine recently graduated students from the Brooklyn Diocese arrived to begin special classes so they could enter second year in September.  Later that month, the Tri-Seminary Meeting, with the Josephites and Oblates from Newburgh, was held at Saint Albert's and these February graduates were one of the items on the agenda.  The separation of younger and older students, visiting days and the development of a sense of responsibility were other items the meeting dealt with.  In the middle of this month, a virus epidemic struck and perhaps caused a general concern for health for in May, the entire community had TB x-rays taken.

February also saw the continuance of planning for the new chapel with another meeting being held with the architect.

At the end of May, Vincent Kennedy, O.S.B., interviewed the college with their entrance into the novitiate in view.  His results were seen as "helpful and very favorable."
The new chapel plans went out for bids on April 21 and were opened on May 12 but were viewed as being too high.  The next day, the definitory approv​ed of the chapel construction with the proviso that the Curia must give additional approval because of the higher than expected costs.  This was done by Kilian Lynch on May 25.

It was a chapter year and Vincent McDonald was elected the house socius just after Kilian Lynch had done the pre-chapter visitation.  After the chapter he held a meeting of the community with the men of Mount Carmel parish.  He asked for a continuance of the "mutual help and cooperation (which he highly praised) and at the same time allow the faculty of Saint Albert's more time for the seminary."  Unionville and South Centerville were to be cared for by the parish while the seminary was to take charge of Bloomingburg and Bullville. The General wanted the seminary priests as free as possible to train the students and still have priestly work.  "Only rarely does he want this community called upon for supply work."  The possibility of selling some of the land of the seminary was also discussed at this meeting and Aloysius Nagle and Emmanuel Hourihan were appointed to look into the matter.

The students left for their Easter vacation after the Holy Saturday cere​monies and in early May, they went to a Rosary Rally at the Oblate seminary along with some of the faculty. The Oblates and the Josephites were guests at Saint Albert's on a Marian Day on May 16 and less than a week later, the three seminary faculties held a vocation day at the Josephites. On May 25, they met again to discuss this vocation day and ways to improve it for the following year
An accident injuring one and killing another took place on May 7 on Wawayanda Avenue, Timothy Donohue and Paul Feeley administering the last rites to the victims.

Paul was hired to teach English to Puerto Rican inmates of New Hampton during the summer and the last activity of the year seems to have been the Corpus Christi procession held in the evening of June 9.

Bernard Daly was assigned to Saint Albert's arriving for the start of school for 1955 - 1956.  He was into the swim of things that September going with John Howe and some of the college students to Tarrytown to pick up shrubs for planting on the grounds.  He went to the hospital on October 13 and returned with the diagnosis of a heart condition a week later.  On October 25, he left for Mount Carmel, Los Angeles, for health reasons and his classes had to be distributed among the other faculty as no one else was available to take them.

The notion of a fulltime maintenance man was considered.  Mr. Glemboski had been called in from time to time for individual jobs and Nick Mattica had done some work particularly after a recent flood.  Nick was asked to submit an estimate for necessary repairs to be done on the entire property and thus began a concern for the maintenance and upkeep of the seminary facility.

The chaplaincy of the Otisville Training School opened up and the name of John Howe was submitted to the state.

Among problems considered were the deficiency of religious knowledge on the part of students entering.  Concentrated efforts to repair this deficiency were discussed as were the demands to be made of February graduates entering with the goal of going into tenth year the following September.  In April, seventeen students were accepted for September's ninth year and Doctor Benjamin was asked to review their health forms.  Along these lines, the Tri-Seminary Meeting held at Epiphany in Newburgh on February 13, dealt with the psychological require​ments, the sending of quarterly reports to pastors and the forthcoming vocation day.  The day was held April 28 at the Oblates where literature was distributed and seminarians answered the questions of interested boys.  The results of the day were gone over in the Tri-Seminary Meeting held at Saint Albert's on May 8 as were the recreational problems in a minor seminary.

With the expected advent of another priest in September, 1956, it was decided to keep the lay teacher on the staff, Hugh Brotherton, only in the library.  In the area of academics, failure in studies was brought up.  60% to 65% was set as the range of failure though there was an evident reluctance to drop an otherwise good boy who had academic problems.  A decision was made that if hope was present, such a boy be given a 70% which was the passing grade. A reaction to this policy was made by citing the danger of separating the work performed from the mark received in any academic institution.  The new position was expected to be seen not in this attitude but in view of the life work chosen.

The largest news and business of this year, of course, was the new chapel. The forthcoming Mount Carmel School drive prompted a discussion of the chapel fund drive.  On September 23, Donald O'Callaghan was present for a meeting of both communities.  He was again present on October 25 with Eliseus Duffy because Gustave Schultheiss and Eugene Hult of the Archdiocesan Building Commission had suggested a new architect.  The meeting concluded with Donald agreeing  to consult the definitory about Gordon Marvel, the architect of Mount Carmel School.  Twice in November, Marvel visited the seminary and on December 5, re​presentatives of Community Counseling Service came to discuss the fund drive.

That February 22, the Litany of Saint Joseph was begun for the chapel and a week later the final plans arrived.  The next day, Nagle went to New York with the plans to see Donald who came a week later on March 8 with Duffy to discuss the chapel plans with the community and the architect.  Aloysius and Timothy brought the plans to the definitory on April 2.  A meeting of the community with the men of Mount Carmel was held May 7 with Mr. White of Community Counseling Service present to sort out the obvious conflict of the two drives.  By the end of July, plans for the chapel were not finalized as a meeting was held July 24 with the architect, Nagle, Duffy and O'Callaghan to do just this.
The size of the student body was: ninth - twenty-three; tenth - twenty;  eleventh - seven; twelfth - six; pre-college - four; college - seven.  All six college students finishing the year were accepted into the novitiate.  Under the aegis of Paulus and Timothy, the students participated in a mission exhibit held in Newburgh to show the work of the missions and make people aware of the religious orders serving them in Orange County.

Other student activities included singing the Mass for the deceased members of the Department of Correction on October 22, 1955, visiting Avila-on-Hudson and taking their annual retreat from Carmel Lynn.  The third and fourth year students put on "Granuaile" which is an adaptation of Lady Gregory's "The Rising of the Moon."  With Cardinal Spellman present, the choir under Paulus Schmitt sang the diamond jubilee Mass for Saint Joseph's Church.  Paulus also directed the putting up of the crib in such a way that it could be seen from  Wawayanda Avenue.  He also found time to direct the students in a choral mystery play just before their Christmas vacation.  The play was "Stella" adapted by Paulus from the original Latin of the eleventh century.  It was staged both in 1955 and 1965.  Richard Champigny played the King of the Chaldeans, Joseph DeMaio the messenger of Herod, Philip Marani a rabbi, Matthew Vargo a shepherd and Richard Mahoney took charge of the stage and wardrobe.
    Paulus unfortunately had an accident on his way to Tamaqua during the vacation.

February 10, 1956 found the clergy of Orange County coming to Saint Albert's for a day of recollection.  On March 17, the students held a wonderful gaudeamus staging three plays for the occasion.

For Easter, the new Holy Week books were used.  For the week, Paulus trained Saint Albert's, Saint Teresa's and Mount Carmel choirs.  During the Easter recess from school, the students and faculty went to Auriesville to visit the shrine of the North American Martyrs.  Aloysius missed the trip as he went to the NCEA convention in Saint Louis.
May found Marian devotions conducted at the shrine and a Marian Day was held on May 20 with parishioners from Mount Carmel and the missions in attendance.  Corpus Christi had the usual outdoor procession.

The year concluded with a gaudeamus for the departing college students staged by the high school students.  The college left for vacation the next day.  The Vocation Workshop began on July 1 ending ten days later.  In the midst of this, Carmel Luisi arrived July 9 for a visit.

The community received some disappoints during the year.  Donald O'Callaghan turned down their request to air condition the recreation room.  As an alterna​tive, he proposed air conditioning the priory chapel and using the room across from it as a recreation room.  For this room, he gave permission to air condit​ion.  A request for chairs was held up and he promised to speak to Aloysius about the matter "when I see you."

Eric Wisniewski arrived on September 4, 1956 to begin the school year and his assignment at Saint Albert's.  The other new man, Albert Daly, arrived September 16.

As plans for the new chapel progress, more and more time is spent in meet​ings concerned with it.  The exterior finish, statues - both interior and exter​ior and their finish whether natural or polychrome.  The stained glass windows -who to do them and the subjects - had a general trend to Carmelite saints expres​sive of the history of the order.  The style of the brick finish of the chapel had to be chosen.  Woodwork such as altars, pews - their position and finish -had to be taken care of.  The extension of the building to include oratories, dining rooms, kitchen and study hall was approved at a definitory meeting on December 8.

There was a fund drive meeting on September 24.  It opened on October 6 and two days later, ground was broken for Mount Carmel School.
    On October 14, Donald O'Callaghan spoke to seminary visitors about the chapel drive and two days later  there was a drive meeting at Mount Carmel.  On October 18, the plans went out to bidders and four days later, Donald and Cyril Conroy arrived for the Benefactor - Builder phase of the drive.  Apparently these fund raising efforts were productive as the parents of the students contributed $5,000 by November 11.  On November 15, it was learned that Michael Smith had the lowest bid for the chapel.  He wasted no time, moving in his equipment the next day and began to lay out the site.  He immediately began the laying of a drainage system at no extra cost to clear out the site and surrounding area.  November 18 was the actual groundbreaking ceremony, the fund drive workers being repre​sented by Charles O'Connell and Mr. Salvati.  That same day Ephrem Corbett started the boys' retreat.  Donald was present again on November 19 for the close of the fund raising drive which came in well over the $75,000 goal.  Just two days later, actual construction work on the chapel began.  On November 29, the first concrete was poured and the same day, O'Callaghan came to speak to the architect, builder and community about the interior and exterior brick.

A definitory meeting was held on December 8.  One of the matters discussed was the building of the new dining room and study hall.  Aloysius, Timothy and Paul attended to present the opinions of the community on this addition to the building plans.  On December 13, the community held a four hour meeting with the architect; another meeting was held on January 4 with Donald, Gordon Marvel, Mike Smith and Phil Rettig in attendance to discuss the chapel construction.  A committee of Aloysius, Paul, Emmanuel and George Boxelaar visited Avila-on-Hudson and the Marists in Poughkeepsie for ideas for the new study hall complex.  By February 27, things were proceeding along and Aloysius and Albert Daly drove Donald O'Callaghan and Patrick Russell up from New York for a meeting scheduled for the following day.  That evening Pat had a heart attack and after being attended by Doctor Benjamin, the community took turns watching him through the night until a nurse was obtained for him the next day.  The day of the scheduled meeting, February 28, actually had two meetings.  One was with the community in the morning and the other with Marvel, Eugene Hult, Mike Smith, Aloysius and Donald took place in the afternoon.  On the morning of April 4, Donald met again with the community and in the afternoon, they all met with Marvel and Smith.

By March 17, Patrick Russell's condition had improved and he was able to be moved to Bellevue Hospital on April 12.

Dionysius Flanagan offered Mass and broke ground for the study hall addit​ion on March 21.  When Kilian Lynch came to Saint Albert's for a visit on June 16, he was impressed by the construction of the chapel.  Cardinal Spellman also came for a visit to refresh himself after the dedication of Mount Carmel School on June 23 and before he went to the Legion Lodge for the dedication dinner.  Five days later, while one of the provincial retreats was in progress, Kieran Hickey blessed a Celtic cross before it was erected atop the front peak of the chapel roof.

In a meeting with the provincial on June 28, the community turned down the Malverne supply.

Eleven boys were accepted for the following September and all five college students were accepted for the novitiate.  The year had begun with seventy-five students distributed as follows: college - six, fourth - eight, third - thirteen, second - seventeen, first - thirty-one.  School had opened with Mass of the Holy Spirit on September 9.  The college curriculum consisted of religion, Latin, English, Western Civilization, classical culture, math and music.  In the high school, Economic Life and biology were both added to first year.  Tenth year took health three times a week.  Affairs seem to have proceeded fairly well during the year as a visitation by Donald only mentioned punctuality in regard to classes.  There was a change in mid-year with Robert Caruana going (January 25 26) to Auburn and Ambrose Boyd coming to Saint Albert's.

An oratorical contest was held for the college and seniors.  The subject was famous speeches.  Dennis Cummins gave the "Declaration of Independence," Philip Marani Georges Clemenceau's "One Aim."  Richard Champigny and Joseph DeMaio were other participants.  Aloysius, Emmanuel, Mike Smith, John Howe and Albert Daly were the judges of the event.

In an effort to gain some publicity, an article giving the schedule, curriculum and a general idea of student life appeared in the Middletown Record.
  Also the School Lunch Program seems to have been inaugurated this year.

Doctor Donald Hughes gave the students tickets so they might attend the Marine Corps Band concert on September 24.  The next month Eric was taken to the hospital on the 28 and he returned November 4.  The Thanksgiving Gaudeamus found the freshmen staging a Chinese play, "The Coin of Linn Foo," while the other students put on Tolstoy's "Where Love Is, God Is."  They celebrated Christmas before their own vacation by singing carols on WALL and by putting on the mystery play, "Stella," at Saint Teresa's on December 21.  On this occasion, Aloysius Nagle presented the sisters with a statue of Saint Albert for Christ​mas.

February 1 saw the inauguration of a First Friday Holy Hour as a result of the recent visitation.  On February 11, the faculty went to the Josephites where a priest from AA aided by a nurse and another person gave a lecture in place of the second scheduled seminary conference.  "The Ghost of Benjamin Sweet," was the students presentation for the Mardi Gras on March 5.  The next day, Bernard Godfrey signed papers for the State Police concerning a theft from the garage by three boys who had been apprehended.

Paul and John Howe attended a conference on June 3 concerning the Puerto Rican apostolate.

This year saw the second drowning in the main lake.  Edward Warner, twenty-one years old of Goshen, drowned in about nine feet of water, thirty-five feet from shore in the area near the dam.  He had arrived at 6:40 P.M. and went down about 7:00 P.M.  He had been swimming with two children but it was Donald Hughes who went to his house for his canoe after he noticed the man was missing. The two children went to the seminary buildings looking for help but could find no one.  The victim was in the water about a half hour when the body was recovered.  Resuscitation by the McQuoids fire company was to no avail.  He was pronounced dead at 7:40 P.M.  Doctor Hughes had located the body and the firemen brought it to the surface.  Timothy gave last rites.  The Record followed the tragedy with an editorial pointing out the inadequacy of swimming facilities in the area.  Aloysius answered the editorial with a letter stating that the victim had no permission to go swimming.  Such permission was given only to Warwick State Training School because they are supervised when they use the lake.

The 1957 - 1958 school year found the faculty composed of Aloysius , Timothy Donohue, Albert Daly, Paulus Schmitt, Terence Green, Paul Feeley master of students, Ambrose Boyd, Leo Brownizewski and Bernard Godfrey.  The year began with six in college including Joseph DeMaio and Philip Marani.  Seniors were eleven, juniors thirteen, sophomores twenty-one and freshmen fifteen.  The new students had arrived on September 8.  One unusual matter of this year was the presence of both biology and physics in twelfth year.  Perhaps this is an error and it was eleventh year that took biology.  General Science was also reintroduced this year.

Eric had been transferred to California and Leo became treasurer.

Vincent McDonald had written some time before about Saint Albert's having an educational meeting with the Auburn community of Mount Carmel High School.  At Saint Albert's such a meeting was not seen as being too practical for the seminary but Paul was delegated to make suggestions for an agenda.  Then it was felt, a meeting would be of some value.
October was the blessing of the cornerstone of the new chapel.  Several hundred people were present.  Patrick Russell officiated, Mr. and Mrs. Smith were present, Donald O'Callaghan preached and Paulus Schmitt composed a new Tantum Ergo and a Marian hymn for the occasion.
    The next day the community discussed with Donald the study hall and dining room wing.  On October 25, Aloysius with Patrick Russell preaching celebrated the first Mass in the chapel. The new buildings were the main concern of the year.  Schedules were changed to utilize the new facilities.  How they could be conducive for better living and effective study was a matter of discussion.

When the General, Kilian Lynch, came on December 6, he toured the new buildings.  A delay in the kitchen construction and the moving of equipment to the new area caused an extension of one week in the students' Christmas vacation. The last day of the year, Donald O'Callaghan came to see the progress of the new wing.  He was pleased with what he saw.  February 11 was the students' gaudeamus  for Bernard Godfrey's silver jubilee and the next day, the celebration was held in the new chapel.  Patrick Russell was the Mass celebrant, William Bradley preached and the Mariani sang a Mass Paulus had composed especially for this occasion.  The celebration was marred by the reception of the news of the death of Paulus' mother.  He left immediately for Holland and Cyril Conroy commuted four times a week from Tarrytown to take his French classes.

The actual dedication of the chapel was on Saturday, May 24.  This was the culmination of some years of dreams and actual preparation going back as far as the late forties.  There were two actual phases of construction.  The first from fall, 1956 to December, 1957 was concerned with the chapel and the recrea​tion hall.  The second from spring, 1957 to January, 1958 was the study hall and dining area.  Francis Cardinal Spellman presided and blessed the buildings. The professed students from Auburn and Washington as well as thirty-five priests and brothers of the province were present.  Also in attendance were: Monsignors Edward Broderick, John Pierce and Richard Hanley and Fathers Dan Gleason, Jerome Kelly, O.F.M., Valentine Stortz and the Very Reverend John Comber, M.M. The ceremony opened with a procession from the priory to the new chapel where Aloysius gave greetings and Gregory Smith the dedicatory address.  Cardinal Spellman responded and after the blessing of the buildings, benediction with hymns by Paulus Schmitt was celebrated by Donald O'Callaghan with Timothy Donohue and John Howe as deacon and subdeacon.

At the dinner afterwards in the new dining room, Cardinal Spellman promised a donation of $5,000 which he sent a few days later.  He related that in coming to Saint Albert's from New York in his car, he was reading the dedication booklet and noted that his predecessor, John Cardinal Farley in 1917 had given $500 on the occasion of the opening of Saint Albert's and that he could not be outdone in generosity.

Two days later was the first ordination in the chapel.  Bishop Donal Lamont of Umtali, Rhodesia, raised Brian Murphy, Romaeus Cooney, Alfred Isacsson, Warren Carlin and Angelo Mastria to the priesthood.
    On June 12, the Bishop returned to consecrate the five altars of the chapel and that evening there was a dinner in honor of Mike Smith.  Donald gave watches to him and his wife as a sign of the Carmelites' appreciation.

Peter-Thomas Liebeau gave the Mariani retreat that year beginning November 24.  Earlier in the month, the students had gone to Avila to sing Mass.  At the Tri-Seminary Meeting on November 18, Paschal Foley, O.F.M., of Callicoon spoke on Middle States accreditation.  Bishop Lamont paid a visit on November 20 speaking on the missions to both the faculty and students.  That evening the Mount Carmel community came for dinner with the Bishop.

For the feast of the Immaculate Conception, the students staged Henri Gheon's "The Sausage-Makers Interlude" and later on December 20, they staged a Christmas pageant under the direction of Paulus.  On January 23, the seniors took the State Regents Scholarship Exam.  Vocation work was accented this year. Raymond Dolan brought forty-five prospective students and their parents on April 27 only to find a fire in progress.  Actually it was staged.  The Ross house had been vacated and when the Middletown Fire Department learned it was going to be torn down, they asked if they might burn it down for a drill.  After the land was cleared, the original statue of Saint Albert was moved to the site and placed over a well.  So the statue had traveled from the entrance to the novitiate to the circle in front of O'Connor Hall to the well of Saint Albert.

May 1 saw Paul Feeley addressing a meeting for the International Association of Machinists in Spanish because most of the membership were Puerto Ricans.  A week later, the Knights of Columbus had their third degree in the gym, Ambrose and Paul among those receiving this degree.

At the suggestion of Gregory Smith, black suits were returned as student dress and were placed on the list of requirements by the vocation men.  When seven of nine were accepted for September's ninth year and two for college, the community ended its part in the ordinary admissions process and would be called on in the future only for problem cases.  The vocation men would more or less determine admissions.  Five of the six college students were accepted for the novitiate, Joseph Smetana being the student dropped.

On April 28, Leo blessed the new bell at Saint Paul's in Bullville.

The year ended with Terence Greene being elected socius for the forthcoming chapter at which Timothy Donohue became the prior of Saint Albert's, Brocard Connors the master of students and Pius Gagnon treasurer.  Cyril Conroy, appoint​ed provincial procurator, was transferred to Saint Albert's.  Aloysius Nagle became vocation director along with Raymond Dolan.

Chapter 8
Affairs of the Period 1952 - 1958

The Sullivan County properties located near Bloomingburg left to the Car​melites by Johanna Weiss and Matha Zelzer were received in 1954.
   Maps were made of the Booth and Watts plots as well as the entire property with the sale of acreage in view.  More likely and primarily, they were done to know the location of the boundaries.  The Watts plot was done again in 1957.

In 1955, fifteen road front acres were sold to Mount Carmel parish for the construction of a school at a rather low price even at the day's standards.

Some of the property of Saint Albert's had been offered as collateral for the loan needed to build Mount Carmel High School in Auburn.  Because of the forthcoming building program at Saint Albert's and the mortgages it would require, this Auburn loan had to be paid off so that the land could be used again as collateral for the new loan.  This part of the satisfaction was completed on February 20, 1956.

A tract of land partially fronting Wawayanda Avenue was lying east of the Orange and Rockland power lines - presently west of the New County Road #78 -was sought by Gordon Sterling, a Middletown developer.  Before any deal could be made, Aloysius Nagle had to seek the release of the desired parcels from the chapel mortgage held by the Emigrant Savings Bank.  He stated the need of funds for the building of the chapel and study hall complex.  In his petition for the release, Aloysius stated that the price was $15,000 and that the money would be used for equipment in the new buildings.  He also mentioned that the property "is entirely useless to us as regards future development because of its location.

Emigrant granted the release.  In correspondence preparing for the sale, Nagle brought out that the reasons for the sale were to help the people of Middletown acquire suitable housing and also to purchase the new equipment-at Saint Albert's.  The restrictions placed on the sale were that the land was to be used for residential purposes and that the residences shall not cost less than $11,000.  The closing was in January, 1958 with Sterling paying $5,000 and giving the Carmelites a two year mortgage for the $10,000 remaining.  One interesting aspect of the mortgage was that Sterling could obtain the release of any lot not more than 100' by 150' for the sum of $1,500.

A topographic survey of all the land was done in preparation for the chapel construction and one was done previous to the sale of a parcel to the city of Middletown for a water storage tank.
   Possible annexation of land to Middletown in our area brought about a map in 1959 showing the land involved in the possible annexation.  The map is important in view of later events because it is the first map indicating the 'overlap1 in the Maybee plot which would bring about a court case in the sixties.

On October 24, 1958 the definitory agreed to sell land to Patrick McDermott for $1,000 an acre but the community of Saint Albert's was to be consulted before this news was to be released.  By April, Chumard was surveying the land intended to be sold and a petition was also made in that May to the Emigrant Savings bank for the release of two parcels.  The first was for .164 of an acre for County Road #49 near Wawayanda Avenue but this deal did not go through as no deed for this can be found.  The other was for 29.565 acres and it was from this parcel that Patrick and Claire McDermott purchased 5.742 acres bordered by Gar Road, Madison Avenue and what would be the extension of Mountain Avenue, The price was $12,500 and the tract was restricted to residences similar to those on Euclid Avenue and not to be of a selling price of less than $16,000 in values of 1959.
   A small lot was later that year conveyed to John and Frances Kniep for $1,500.  It too was restricted to residential uses and a right of way, fifty feet wide, was granted for travel to Mountain Avenue and for installing and maintaining utility conduits.
   A few months after the McDermott purchase, they too were granted the same right of way as the Knieps.

At the April, 10, 1959 definitory meeting, it was brought up that Sterling was delinquent in his payments of the mortgage.  Donald was to consult Arfmann, a local lawyer, and apparently this was successful because at the next meeting on May 15, the amounts due had been paid.  At this same meeting, it was mentioned that other parties were interested in purchasing land.  Per​mission was asked to accept a binder for a parcel on May 17 if the price was right.  Pressure was also being put on the town of Walkill at this time to close Willow Avenue.
   At a May 29 meeting, Donald reported on land negotiations and was given permission to continue negotiations.
   Nothing seems to have developed at this time, but the following April, William Mayo, attorney for the town of Walkill, wanted to know if Saint Albert's was interested in selling land adjacent to Amchir Village for a sewerage disposal plant.  Negotiations here were approved of again but nothing developed.
   At the end of 1960, the progress in closing Willow Avenue had come to a standstill but in February, 1961 the definitory agreed to sell Orange County eight acres for County Road #78 at $1,000 an acre provided the assurance would be given that Willow Avenue be closed.  But when the land was released by Emigrant for the sale to the county and the six parcels amounting to 8.281 acres were conveyed to the county for $8,500, the assurance of closing Willow Avenue was changed to a promise by the county to "assist" in closing this street.

Three lots located near Monticello were received as a gift in 1962.  They were visited by Emmanuel Hourihan and judged to be of no real value or use to the Carmelites and were sold by the spring of 1963.
   At the same time, agreement was reached by the definitory to sell 1.4 acres adjacent to those sold already to the county for the sum of $2,000 and the condemnation of Willow Avenue was to be a condition of the sale.  This deal was not made unless what is referred to is the sale of 1.636 acres for $7,500 just east of the McDermott parcel to the city of Middletown for the site of a water storage tank.  If this is the same tract, then the condition concerning Willow Avenue was not in the deed as a term of sale.  Right of ingress and egress to the land from Mountain Avenue Extension and McGar Road was also conveyed to the city in the deed.

Because of New County Road #78 caused a change in the location of its power lines, Orange and Rockland Light and Power sought a new right of way which was granted them in 1963 for $2,000.  According to the signing dates - not the registration dates of the deed - the release from the Emigrant Savings Bank was not made until four days after the conveyances were actually signed.

To solve the problem of lien involving the location of an outbuilding, the definitory agreed in 1966 to sell fifty feet of property along Mountain Avenue to a Mrs. O'Brien for her son-in-law, Francis J. Gavlick, for $1,000.  The woman was so pleased with the decision of the Carmelites in solving this problem that she donated an additional $1,000 to the seminary.  The actual transaction took place in 1968 due to a misunderstanding by the Carmelite intermediary George Boxelaar.  Actual size of the parcel was fifty feet by 125 feet.
    At the definitory meeting deciding this sale to the Gavlicks, it was also decided to have the land of the seminary appraised.

The Seminarian's Rule

The seminarian's rule of this period consisted of eighteen articles and is an attempt to see the matters inculcated done with a purpose akin to that of being a Carmelite.  For example, work is present in the schedule; this will be done as a Carmelite.  Thus the student should not be negative about it but should imitate Christ in the Nazareth carpenter shop or Our Lady in performing her work.  Motivation was added to make the bearing of work much easier.

Section II contains very specific rules and regulations for each place, e.g. chapel, study hall.  Some are reasonable such as silence in study; others, like not consulting the study hall prefect about class material, seem more for faculty convenience and perhaps somewhat detrimental to creating good student - faculty relationships.  Walks were mandatory on Sunday afternoons.  Visiting days were few and even going to bed was regulated.  Serious breaches of disci​pline included going into the kitchen and the use of tobacco.

The various duties of each official of the seminary administration were listed in Section III.  The office of principal is new due to the Regents' accreditation.  He appears to be in charge of all academics and also function as the registrar.  Some regulations here seem to be more the wishes of the faculty rather than strict rules.  Such statements concerning typing as "machines should be bought" and personal, "a man should be hired if necessary..." are indicative of this.  The section on the athletic director is long and very specific.  He was to wear clerical clothes for road games and students were to be garbed in black trousers, white shirt, black tie and Saint Albert's jacket at such games.

The rector (master of students) was always to be present and seems to be the only person directly concerned with the students.  He was to be present every night and was to have no Sunday supply.

In the section devoted to the Mariani, as the students were then called, all regulations touching them and mentioned in other places are repeated.  They are very detailed and ironbound.  Money and its use, for example, had thirteen sections.  Visiting covers an entire page and liturgy is simply a statement of the actual practices of that time.

Matters like faculty not visiting student homes, not vacationing with them or not accepting gifts as individuals from their families are rather prudent. Strivings for openness and professionalism can be seen in the urgings to go to conventions and educational meetings.

In today's light, some are amusing such as each teacher beginning each class with the same prayer with the students' backs to the teacher.  "In this way one can tell who says the prayers and who do not say them...a test of vocation."  In those times, this was not a standard peculiar to Saint Albert's as a seminary, it was universal.

Finances

The study of the finances of this period at Saint Albert's is interesting.  The following are amounts received from the provincial treasurer:

3ct. 1 - Dec. 31, 1953     $00.00  
 Scholarships from parishes and mission burses

totaled $1,748.73 during this time.

Jan. 1 - Mar. 31, 1954  $2,500.00  
Food expenses were $5,140 and tuition totaled

$2,381.

Apr. 1 - June 30, 1954  $5,500.00

July 1 - Sept 30, 1954  $2,000.00   
Tuition had climbed to $6,146.

Oct. 1 - Dec. 31, 1954  $1,000.00   
Food and salaries were $7,778 and tuition

was $1,869.

Covering the period of the largest provincial expense (April-June, 1954) Aloysius Nagle explained to Eliseus Duffy that $2,859.14 had been received in donations during this period from the following sources: $220 from the Scapular Apostolate and Carmelite Missions, $1,468 from the raffle at Tarrytown, Middletown and Saint Simon Stock (apparently a 50 - 50 club in which each parish de​voted a share of the proceeds to the seminary), $917.14 from missions burses and $274 from the Carmelite Club at Saint Raphael's in Los Angeles.

In giving an accounting of the Chapel Fund in 1954, Aloysius cited $24,505.76 as the total with $2,444.20 and $4,707.80 having been added in the 1953 and 1954 raffles.  $4,000 had been spent prior to June, 1952 of which he could find no record.  $11,749.51 had been spent for various expenses, with permission, leaving the sum of $12,756.25.
  For the year 1956, a report covering January to June indicates $2,339.54 as income for the Chapel Fund.  Just a bit more, $2,341.04, is listed as expenses but $50,000 is stated as reserve for Saint Albert's Chapel.  In the report for the second half of that year, $125,000 is stated as a bank loan for the chapel.

For the rather long period, July 1, 1952 to December 31, 1954, $35,540.20 had been sent to Saint Albert's from the provincial treasurer.  During this time, $3,791.21 had come to the seminary from the donation sources mentioned above.  For the first quarter of 1955, $2,500 had come from the province.

The first half of 1956 saw $9,500 come to the seminary and only $2,000 the second half.  October to December of that period saw food expenses as $7,819.47 and tuition totaling $2,538.  The January to March period of 1957 saw the same $2,000 coming while tuition climbed to $5,355.

Perhaps a better idea of the seminary income and expenses can be gained from the following chart covering the period 1955 - 1961:


Tuition 
$108,282.00


Food

$142,062.31

Province
$89,914.04


Salaries
$25,998.79

Income
 Supplies
$51,344.46
Expenses




Store

$13,800.00


Total Expenses $224,063.53



Salary

$22,089.46

Insurance

With such a vast place as Saint Albert's, insurance always is a problem for the administration.  For the time 1935 - 1938, the carrier was Archibold Taylor of Middletown and through him, the amount was spread to various insurers. On March 8, 1939, the coverage with Lloyds of London began but endured only till the end of 1941 when it was transferred to the Diocesan Service Corporation of New York which happened to be the carrier in the novitiate fire of 1943 and they seemed to have remained the carrier for some time as the records of Lloyds begin again in February, 1948.  During some of this time, a separate policy was carried by the Middletown Milk and Cream Company as the leaser of the large lake and adjoining facilities for the storage of ice.

In 1952, there was a boiler explosion and on notification of the catastrophe Lloyds' agent, McKee sent someone from Toplis and Harding to see if there was such an explosion.
   After inspection, McKee asked the question, "Was there an explosion in the boiler?"  To him, relying on the inspection report, it seemed that cold water had been placed into a hot boiler.  He asked is this true?  Also he requested the replacement value of the boiler.
    By the end of November, Aloysius Nagle was into the picture and related the events as they seemed to have happened.  The whole community had been attending a special morning showing of "The Miracle of Fatima" in Middletown.  On return, students saw about six inches of pipe broken out of the back of the boiler and water on the floor.  This they did not tell Vincent McDonald before he let cold water into the boiler. He states that the broken pipe and cracks in the boiler had been caused by an explosion.  The new boiler cost $3,000 and the fire bed had to be replaced at a cost of $272.79.
    The estimate enclosed from Osburn and Brannan did not say anything about the cause of the damage.
    But later in a letter, they stated they feel there "must have been an explosion."  No one was near it at the time, so no one heard it.

Toplis and Harding agreed to honor the claim but only for a boiler like the one destroyed and a check was sent to Saint Albert's for the sum of $1,750. With McKee’s explanation that he had to settle for this amount instead of $3,000 because the new boiler is twice the size of the old one and much more expensive.
  This was not the end of the matter.  The new boiler was not working well due to a poor draft and despite much correspondence with the supplier and the trying of many suggestions, the problem persisted.

The claim continued also.  Aloysius apparently did not accept and deposit the check for $1,750 and protested to McKee.  He responded that Toplis and Harding agreed to pay the $1,750 even though they were not convinced of the explosion.  Saint Albert's furnace people, Osburn and Brannan, "thought" it was due to an explosion but did not so state.  The tone of this letter was, “you're lucky, take what you got”.
    Toplis and Harding however did change their offer and raised the payment to $2,000 and on March 6, 1953 sent a check for this amount.  This time it was accepted and deposited.

This was still not the end of the affair.  Apparently Dick Brannan was waiting for the payment of $3,600 owed him for the installation of the new boiler.  He went to see Judge Faulkner about legal advice.  So Aloysius wrote to Faulkner that the boiler was installed on Brannan's advice and has never worked satisfac​torily.  Professionals have advised the building up of the chimney but there is no assurance this will be a remedy.  As his own solution, he sarcastically suggested removing the boiler and installing the same model as before the explosion.  In turn, he asked Faulkner's assistance in accomplishing this.

By December, Brannan had apparently been paid but John Decker, who had constructed the fire wall had not been paid the money due him.  Vincent wrote Judge Faulkner stating that Decker had recommended the wrong boiler and built a faulty wall.  He continued that when Decker fixes the wall - which he now says he does not know how to do - then he will be paid.
    The actual settlement we do not have, but the boiler was a problem until 1967 when the furnace was raised and the size of the fire bed enlarged.  Since then, it has functioned in an efficient manner.

For a while, Lloyds withdrew from some risks and these had to be covered by Royal-Globe and while they did this, they suggested Saint Albert's do the following:  post speed limits on all of the seminary's roads, install exit lights in the old novitiate building since fifteen students were sleeping there and enclose the stairways in this building with self-closing doors at each of the landings.

Lloyds extended their coverage to include the Carmelite properties at Auburn and Williamstown.  At Saint Albert's some effort was made to use the coverage to take care of student injuries but apparently the annoyance and the rise in premiums from settling such small claims lead to the cessation of this procedure.

As always, trespassers formed a considerable source of concern.  Chris​topher Waldorf, now the Lloyds' agent, advised Pius Gagnon in 1964 to post the property with specific prohibitions of activities and "where possible, imbed them in concrete."  He also recommended notifying in writing the police each time trespassers are present regardless of whether or not the police do anything.  These would be subsequently used as evidence in any accident case. The gravity of these ideas struck Pius who so protested and within a few weeks, Waldorf wrote him these were only suggestions made when Pius asked how to get rid of a nuisance.  He had no intention of forcing Pius to do these things.

In August, 1967, there was damage by lightning to the top floor of O'Connor Hall and also to the cloister roof and its flashing.  Normand Godin, Sr., did the estimate for Saint Albert's and Toplis and Harding found it excessive. Eventually he reduced the estimate in this little game and $2,525 was finally awarded for the damage done.  Earlier that year, $125.35 had been awarded for damage caused by windstorms to roofs on the property.  Some years later, an award was also made for ice damage to drain pipes.

The New Chapel
At the definitory meeting of April 11, 1954, permission was given to proceed with preliminary plans for the new chapel at Saint Albert's.  'Plans' were defined as sources of the money required, an architect's estimate, models or types of chapel desired by "you and your community" and finally permission to spend $100,000 for the physical structure.  All decisions, however, had to be referred to the definitory.
    This represents the culmination of a dream begun in the late forties when Gregory Smith began the Chapel Fund by selling Christmas cards.
    An application was made with the Emigrant Industrial Savings Bank for a loan for $150,000 but Aloysius said that he had to wait for permission from the definitory before he could sign the agreement.  That was in November, 1954 and the following May, Judge Faulkner informed him that he had to have this permission.  Actually, it was not until 1956 that the loan was made.

George Vuinovich of Englewood Cliffs was the architect selected and his preliminary plans were to place the chapel on the site it presently occupies and have a study hall and recreation room in the basement below it.  The windows were to be of aluminum and stained glass and the spire was of a colonial type.
  Vuinovich's final plans were sent out and the bids opened at the offices of the Archdiocesan Building Commission in early May, 1955.  Thomas Maguire of Brewster was the low bidder coming in at $213,312 and all seemed well to Eugene Hult of the Commission and he was only awaiting Patrick Russell's approval.
    There is at this point a lacuna in material but the story of the time is that Monsignor Gustav Schultheiss, through the Building Commission, did not approve of Vuinovich and his plans and so he had to be paid for the work he had already completed and a new architect was hired.  This turned out to be Gordon Marvel of Newburgh and by December 5, 1955 was able to send rough studies "developed quickly to satisfy the pressing emergency of the bank loan."
   Ten days later, Eugene Hult sent Donald O'Callaghan notice that the fee of Marvel would be 7% instead of the 6% "as charged by your former architect."  He cited this new and higher figure as the usual fee and stated that Donald would get proper service from the architect for this amount.

Helped by Eugene Hult and Monsignor Schultheiss, Donald was able to obtain permission from Cardinal Spellman for a fund raising appeal in the Carmelite parishes to be directed by Community Counseling Services.  The drive took place in the fall of 1956 and $79,865 was subscribed in Middletown alone, far above the goal of $75,000.  By November 20, $390,000 was raised towards the goal of $500,000.  The then proposed seminary in Rhode Island was also included in this drive.
    Earlier that year, the loan for $175,000 was secured from the Emigrant Bank back by a first mortgage on Saint Albert's and the money was to be paid out according to the scheduled completion of various sections of the building.  The loan could be repaid at any time without penalty with interest being 3 4/4% per annum.  The bank was also the direct insurance beneficiary of Saint Albert's during the time of the loan.

The bids were opened for the second time on November 8, 1956 and Orange County Construction Company (Michael Smith) was the low bid for $276,000. Mr. Hult spoke to Sean Reid after the opening and he in turn promised to see Donald O'Callaghan who was to inform Hult whether or not he was going to proceed.  This bid was accepted and construction started almost immediately.

As the construction went along, Marvel either through his own neglect or because of the initiative of Mike Smith, did not perform all of the architect's obligations.  There was a tiff over this and because Marvel included the study hall complex in his fee schedule he felt should have reaped a payment of $19,320 based on 7% of the cost.  Apparently Saint Albert's refused to pay him because of his neglect.  After study and some negotiations, Eugene Hult recom​mended he be paid $4,500 to cover his work plus a separate settlement with the engineers.  After consulting the provincial, Aloysius said he would pay this amount.  This problem involved mostly the dining room and study hall areas decided upon after the chapel construction had begun.  By a payment in February, 1958, the matter seems to have been settled.
    Money seems not to have been the only problem.  Marvel wanted a walnut screen in the rear of the sanctuary. There was a dispute between him and community over the cloister and the ratio of brick to glass in the facade.  Much credit was given to him by the Record for the construction but feelings were hurt and he found himself unable to attend the dedication.

The chapel had begun in the fall of 1956 and was completed in December of the next year.  The study hall and dining room complex had been begun in Spring, 1957 and was completed in January of 1958.  At this time of completion, there were sixty-seven students at the seminary.

Frank A. Klein did the designs for all the statues of the chapel, both interior and exterior.  Twelve small statues for the twelve oratories, now a lab and typing room; one of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, one of Saint Simon Stock for the Carmelite refectory; Our Lady of Mount Carmel and Saint Albert for the student dining room; three crosses.  They were done by Klein for $3,165.  There were many changes in this area of work.  All were carved in Europe and any change had to be communicated by him to the carvers and thus represented a difficulty. The four statues for the four side altars in the main chapel and the one of Our Lady over the main altar as well as the exterior statue of Saint Albert were all done for $4,910.  These too had many changes and corrections, much to Klein's chagrin.  The statue over the main altar was done in linden wood with polychrome finish capped with a bronze halo.  All were carved in the Austrian Tyrol.  The exterior statue of Saint Albert did cause problems a little over a year later.  Dark blotches began to appear on it and the wood was becoming dis​colored.  There is no record of what was done but it seems to have been repaired though in the late sixties, it had to be repaired again and at this writing (1975), it is just about completely rotted.

The stained glass windows were executed by Edward Heimer and Company of Clifton, New Jersey.  The original contract was for $7,800 but the sacristy ($1,200), Saint Patrick in honor of the Fallon and Brannigan families ($1000) and the provincial seal in the sacristy ($175) were added.  Finally, the Immaculate Conception in the study hall addition was done for $1,000.  In 1965, when asked for a value, Heimer gave it as $15,034, the addition of 10% being made for the 1965 value.

For the many donations made for the chapel, a "Golden Book of Memorials" was placed on a lectern in the chapel. It contained the names of many members of Carmelite parishes, parents and relatives of students and Carmelites. Some former students and friends of the Carmelites just about complete the roster. Because of the vandalism of visitors, it had to be removed and placed in the archives in the late sixties.

The new buildings had to be furnished and $5,775 was spent for the five green marble altars of the main chapel.  Vestments, ping pong tables, desks and chairs, kitchen equipment and even telephones had to be taken care of.

The kitchen floor plan was drawn up by Institutional Commodities Services and the final cost of equipment came to $7,000 even though things were moved over from the old kitchen.

In the main, local sub-contractors and suppliers were used.  Yegidis Lumber, Starr Concrete, Rowley's Lumber, Boyce Excavating, Osburn and Brannan Plumbing, Mamakating Electric, Boormand and Wilbur (roads), Holmbrakers Glass, Diffendale and Hamilton (roofing and sheet metal) were the principal firms dealt with.
    Mike Smith died after a brief illness at Horton Hospital not long after the completion of the chapel.  Born in Brooklyn, he had lived in Middletown at 216 Highland Avenue, in the area, he had built besides at Saint Albert's, Mount Carmel School, Pius XII, the Telephone Building in Warwick, the YMCA addition in Middletown and the Orange County Welfare Building in Goshen.

Finally, as with any new building, it was included on completion in the coverage by Lloyds.

Some Odds and Ends
Around this time, it was contemplated to increase the garage space and an estimate for a steel building was received for $1,564.20 to be thirty-two by twenty-four feet in area.  It was never constructed.

While prior, Aloysius Nagle spoke to the Kiwanis of Middletown on Saint Albert's.  And during this time, a debating team was very active at the seminary participating in various competitions.  Robert Caruana, Pius Gagnon and Jerome Bauer served the parish of Saint Paul in Bullville while living and working at Saint Albert's. Finally, the Vocation Workshop progressed during the years of Aloysius Nagle's priorship.

For at least some time during the following years, New Hampton Training school was taken care of by these Carmelites: 1954-1955 Vincent McDonald; 1956-1957 Terence Greene; 1958-1960 Albert Daly.  Terence also took care of Otisville Training School for the year 1958.
  
Aloysius Nagle wrote long and very particular comments about the students in the record book using language that can be called frank.  Assessments were accurate.  These years are marked by a number of academic dismissals but this was far offset by the good number of students entering first year college in the fifties.

Chapter 9
Timothy Donohue, Prior - 1958 - 1964

Timothy Donohue had been the subprior and when the term of Aloysius Nagle expired, he was the logical choice to succeed him.  Albert Daly became subprior, Cyril Conroy, holding the post of Provincial Procurator, came to teach French, Pius Gagnon is the treasurer and Brocard Connors and Charles Haggertv, both returning from the completion of their studies in Rome, arrived for their first assignment.  Brocard was appointed secretary of the community and historians are indebted to his complete and voluminous minutes of the community meetings. He gave complete schedules and changes as well as entire discussions concerning students and their progress or the lack thereof.

Changes, coming to the Church and education in particular at this time, can be seen coming to Saint Albert's.  Perhaps the most radical, from the point of view of the entire formation program, was the change in the time of the novitiate.  It would now begin in July, cutting short the summer vacation and last fling of those entering and giving those being professed the opportunity of another summer school session.  Television and stereo players in common rooms are introduced but at the same time, there is a slight regression in attitude in that private records and periodical subscriptions are more or less forbidden.

Concern for the liturgy is evidenced.  The decree of saying the propers of the Mass in Latin is implemented.  Classes are started on time.  National achievement and aptitude tests are introduced.  Discipline and student character are discussed at some length.

The summer saw Paul Feeley ending his assignment by preaching a triduum in Spanish for the area's Puerto Ricans in August.  When school began, sixty-three students arrived.  There were fifteen in college; ten in fourth; eighteen in third; nine in second and eleven in first.  On September 8, the opening Mass of the Holy Spirit was offered.

Bishop Stephen Donohue offered the fiftieth anniversary Mass for the Corpus Christi Carmelite Sisters in the chapel on October 11 with Patrick Russell preaching and Dionysius Flanagan the archpriest.  In the midst of poor relations with the sisters, this can be seen as a rapprochement.  The students made their trip to Avila in November when Timothy was the preacher and main celebrant. Paulus directed the students in Mass and the entertainment following consisting of songs and two short plays.

Christmas was celebrated with the Mount Carmel community coming for dinner and the prior distributing gifts to each.  Shortly afterwards in January, Paulus began Church Music Workshops in the chapel each Sunday for the local parishes. That month saw the arrival of Norman G. Loney from Catholic University and the evaluation produced the normal renewal of affiliation.

Iranaeus Rosier, the Dutch Carmelite sociologist, spoke to the students on February 24 and visited New Hampton at the time.  An abridged version of "The Playboy of the Western World" was part of the Saint Patrick's gaudeamus at which each class put on a skit.  Kilian Healy visited in April and a student, William Brett, won both the local and district Knights of Columbus oratorical contests.  Some students took the National Merit Scholarship test that month and on May 1, William Brett participated in the semi-finals of the Knights' contest in Newburgh but did not win.

On May 2 and 9, there was a local version of the Marian Forum with the students and Leo Brownizewski celebrating the sung Mass.  Anselm Burke and Gregory Smith were the speakers for both sessions.  A vocation outing was held in an effort to interest boys and increase the enrollment.  On May 15, a Marian Day, attracting 500 participants, was held and on May 28 the usual Corpus Christi procession was held.

Towards the end of the year, voting on the candidates saw six of nine voted into the novitiate.  Apparently six college students had left during the year. After the vote, the provincial, Donald O'Callaghan, saw fit to remind the com​munity of the consultative nature of the vote.  The final decision seems to have rested with the provincial, the prior and the students' rector.  The secrecy of the vote came up at the meeting and on a plea for a “re-vote” for the rejected students, it was taken again but no one received a majority and so the three remained not admitted to the novitiate.

On June 23, Aloysius and Donald came to see about the sale of land. Five of the community helped on the Vocation Workshop that summer with about 100 in each of two weeks.

Changes for the start of the 1959 - 1960 year were the addition of Brian Murphy as master of students, Romaeus Cooney and Thaddeus Doyle.  Charles Haggerty was to go to Rhodesia, Brocard Connors to Williamstown and Paulus Schmitt to Saint Simon Stock.
   However, the latter in October requested assignment in Holland while there on vocation and did not return to this province.

The year was characterized by more insight into the character of the students.  Some are dismissed early in the year, others at mid-year and some at the end of the year mainly because of character or moral defects.  There seemed to have been a greater amount of participation by the faculty in the discussion of students and in opinions concerning them.  Academics are also stressed. Many must repeat failures in summer school and boys are dropped or placed on trial for academic reasons.  Study, the amount and the production therefrom, is clearly watched.  The year ended with the motion that college students prefect the evening study hall in September, 1960 and while this was approved, some impressed doubts that the system would work.

The recitation of office was moved to the student chapel and the possibility of having a bus for greater student activity was discussed.

A reluctance is seen in letting boys leave or in dismissing them.  A boy wanting to leave was to be kept until the quarterly exams "unless he strongly wants to leave."  Positive signs of a boy's fitness were to be looked for at the end of second year or the beginning of third.  College students going into the novitiate must have positive signs.

The secretary of this year, Thaddeus Doyle, kept up his predecessor's standards for minutes and was not without humor in his recordings.  He ends one account of a meeting, "At approximately 8:30, Fr. Prior decided that it was time to have a drink; so the meeting was closed with a prayer."

The roster for the year in September was seventy-two.  Forty were in ninth year but there were only two seniors.
   Mass of the Holy Spirit, blessing of classrooms and the opening of school was on September 14.

Romaeus began teaching scripture and liturgy at the novitiate and mother-house of the Daughters of Mary, Health of the Sick at Cragsmoor.  Paulus had his farewell dinner from the community on September 17, leaving for vacation in Holland on September 20.  A week later virus put five students in the hospital and bedded others at the seminary.  October 11 saw a farewell dinner for the first African missionaries, Paul Feeley and Charles Haggerty and October 25 saw the same treatment for Kilian Lynch who was leaving to be prior of Aylesford in England.

November 14 was the usual trip to Avila with Pius preaching and students, under the direction of Romaeus Cooney, putting on "Irish in Tenor."  Two days later, the General Kilian Healy, was present for the Mass for the deceased of the province and the following dinner.  He gave a free day to the students. William Rogers gave the retreat beginning on November 22 and ending on Thanks​giving Day when the Mount Carmel community joined Saint Albert's for the tradi​tional dinner with the students.

Before leaving for Christmas vacation on December 19, the students sang carols on WALL on December 16 and for the faculty on December 18.  After the vacation, Epiphany was celebrated with a vigil, a solemn high Mass, a big dinner and a skit by the college students followed by ice skating and refreshments. January 9 to 14 was the transferral of the bodies from Calvary to the new ceme​tery.

For the Purification, Romaeus and the students made candles.  A hike to High Point despite the cold and "inclement" weather filled out the day.  The old chapel was being remodeled as a theater and the first work, "Brother Orchid" was performed there on Saint Patrick's Day.  A ham radio station came into operation in February and Saint Thomas Aquinas was feted with a prolusio and disputation by the college students on his feast.

The Holy Week ceremonies were seen as being done very well.  Parents came to the Easter Vigil and then took the students home afterwards.  April 18 was the occasion of Sister Carmela's silver jubilee at Saint Teresa's and just a week later, the same was celebrated at Saint Albert's with a solemn high Mass and a dinner.

May 1, Our Lady's Day, began with a Mass at noon, Timothy being the celebrant.  Over 200 sisters and lay people, especially from the local parishes were in attendance.  The sisters had lunch at Mount Carmel cafeteria and at 3:30 P.M., the day concluded with Rosary, a sermon by John Howe and benediction.

The year's last Tri-Seminary Meeting was held on May 23, the subject being s. handbook for a junior seminary.  June 4, Bishop James Griffiths came to ordain Edward Murphy and from the Chicago Province, Herman Hauck and Brennan Hill. May 25, saw the General, Kilian Healy, visit.  July 3 began the workshops with over a 100 in attendance each week.  Some publicity came to the seminary through the visit of an emotionally disturbed child to the seminary brought by Mrs. William Hamblin.

There was a move for annexation to Middletown by the seminary.  Emmanuel, Aloysius and Donald saw the mayor and the council on the matter and they also met with Timothy and Benny Amchir at Saint Albert's.  Amchir was to circulate a petition for annexation.  This would also include Mount Carmel School and along with Saint Albert's this would enable Amchir to have his lands annexed since they lay outside of Middletown separated only by both.  Contiguity with the city was required for annexation.  City water and sewerage would be received in the annexed areas.  These areas seeking annexation already had fine fire protection because they were located in the Greater Middletown School District and paid school taxes and so this was not a concern.  No formal action was taken at this time since a formal petition had not been received by the Common Council.  The move fell through for Saint Albert's and Mount Carmel despite the effort and seemingly Doctor Donald Hughes was behind the petition at this time.  The result was that Amchir had his property annexed to obtain his contiguity through a tiny parcel of land touching Middletown in the area of the junction of New County Road #78 and route 17M.

This year also saw the reception by Brian Murphy of his M.A. in Latin from Saint Bonaventure University with the acceptance of his thesis, "An Edition of Speculum Puerorum of Richard Billingham."

Meetings in 1960 - 1961 were not as long as before and were held as fre​quently as before.  They indicated a tightening up in the area of scholastics, e.g. everyone who should have gone to summer school is checked on and tests were administered by the faculty to see if tutoring and self-study, where summer courses were not available, worked effectively.  Failures are a constant matter in meetings.  An effort by Brian Murphy to remove those students he considered undesirable was ineffective since these boys remain for half or even the entire year.

Timothy and Brian especially are behind the vocation weekends started by Aloysius Nagle and Raymond Dolan.  Ten came each weekend and lived like the students, the cost being only $5.00.  Concern was expressed over equipment and its possible destruction as well as supervision of the visitors.  This was solved by the agreement of the vocation men to supervise the visitors and to pay for any damages caused by them.

The evacuation of O'Connor Hall in case of fire was planned.  This seems to be the first concern ever shown for this rather important detail.  An important decision of the year was the approval of the four - four - four program which was scheduled to begin in July so the year ended with the approval of four of five from college though the one left out was approved of for the novitiate as a brother candidate.  Only four of seven seniors were approved for the novitiate and eight students from the lower grades were asked to leave at the end of the year.  The year had begun with fifty-three new students and the addition to the staff of Hilarion Flanagan, on loan from the Irish Province.
  The arrival of the new students found Aloysius and Raymond present to greet them.  School opened September 12 with a total of eighty-six students.  Three days later John Logan and his class made their solemn profession to Anthony Wholley taking the place of Donald O'Callaghan.

Halloween saw Romaeus directing the students in sketches called "Pipe Dreams."  The Sisters Forum was held at Mount Carmel School early in November with Anselm Burke and Pius Gagnon giving the talks.  The Avila trip was held as usual, Timothy celebrating and Hilarion preaching.  November 15 saw a special remembrance of the deceased of the province at which the new cemetery was blessed by Dionysius Flanagan.  Anthony Wholley preached in the chapel and there was benediction held afterwards.

Early December saw two lectures, Anselm beginning a series on the books of the bible on Friday evenings - a second visit since he had a series the previous year - and Bede Mulligan on the house of "the strict observance."  Before Christmas, the freshmen put on a "potpourri of musical and oratorical efforts." Jingle Bells," and "I'm Dreaming of a White Christmas" were both sung in Latin, December 25 had the usual dinner and distribution of gifts.
Epiphany was celebrated as usual.  Timothy and Thaddeus Doyle went to a lecture at the Josephites on testing programs.  Purification saw the candles made by Romaeus and the freshmen being used.  Donald came that month to see county officials about the new route #78 which was to go through the seminary property.

March 6 saw the performance of "The First Legion" with the fraters coming from Williamstown for the occasion and $500 for the missions being realized from the play.  The next day saw the disputation in honor of Saint Thomas fol​lowed by skits by the Mariani.

After the Easter vacation, the students took a trip to High Point on May 1 and on the feast of Saint Simon Stock, Donald O'Callaghan came for Mass and dinner.  That month saw the demise of Miss Henrietta (Essie) Kiernan the donor of the main altar and one of the side altars in the new chapel.  May 27 was the ordination of Stephen Josten, John Ryan, David Kearns and Albert Pavlik by Bishop John Fearns.
   Albert and Stephen offered their first Masses the next day at Saint Albert's.

Freshmen were able to leave for vacation on June 11 but the older students had to stay for the Regents which began June 19.  June 23, Joachim Smet and Kilian Healy arrived along with Conleth Fitzgerald from Ireland and Cuthbert Murphy, the first two to conduct visitation before the chapter which began at Saint Albert's the next day.

Another ordination was held on July 9 with Bishop Pernicone ordaining Kenneth McElligott and Gerald McGovern along with Dominic DiDominzio, James Higgins and Hilarion Nolan from the Chicago Province.

July 11 had a near tragedy when a car running off the road and into a field hit Bernard Godfrey and tractor while he was mowing lawns.  That August 28 saw the arrival of Sebastian Girzone and William Rogers to begin their new as​signments, the latter being master of students.

During 1961 - 1962, the cemetery was completed.  Though past meetings of the community favored a site on Cemetery Hill, it was located closer to the buildings on the present site without a mention of this change in the community meetings.  Earlier this year, was its consecration.  The possibility of a field house is mentioned.  In fact, an idea session was held in October concerning a new building.  What it should contain, uses to be made of the current facilities were talked about and the ideas generated were sent to the provincial.

Studies, silence in the study hall, exams and marks were subjects that came up during the course of the year.  Beds were to be purchased so there could be three students in a room since it was expected that in a few years, the enrol​lment would rise to 150.

Preparations were made throughout the year for the provincial's silver jubilee in June, 1962.  The year ended with the acceptance of four of the five seniors for the novitiate.  The year had begun with fifty-nine freshmen.

Berthold Forrester was the County Chairman for the Christmas seal campaign and he received the Distinguished Achievement Award from the Pop Warner League that May.  He had organized that league in Middletown as well as the Babe Ruth and Little Leagues.

The provincial's visitation that February seems to find no major problems but "he did offer a few suggestions to aid in the work of the seminary."

The missions received $1,000 from the annual play.

The innauguration of the Fifth Year Pastoral Program marked 1962 - 1963 at Saint Albert's.  Edward Murphy, John Ryan, David Kearns, Albert Pavlik and Kenneth McElligott were the participants.  Albert Daly was the prefect for this pastoral program and Joachim Snyder, assigned to teach religion at Saint Simon Stock High School, was the coordinating supervisor.  The program had been submitted by Anselm Burke to the definitory the previous June (1962) and was sent to Rome for approval.  The priests in this required program were to have lectures by various experts, including among them a doctor and a psychiatrist.  Each spent a period of time doing pastoral work at Mount Carmel.  They had a light teaching schedule at Saint Albert's with no prefecting duties that might inter​fere with this program.  With the advent of these additional men, Bethpage and Malverne were both taken on as supplies.

The year had only four meetings and the minutes of each are brief.  One was concerned with votation for the novitiate.  Five of seven were accepted.

The year began with Jerome Bauer becoming subprior and Romaeus Cooney sacristan.  Two brothers, Joseph Maushart and Augustine Sidoti, came to Saint Albert's after their profession at Akron on September 8.  A third was to be professed but apparently was not and the two coming to Saint Albert's were to have a three year course in religious formation and vocational training.  Albert  Daly was to be their chaplain besides taking care of the Fifth Year men and his duties as chaplain at New Hampton.  The brothers were also to do the bulk mailing for the vocation department.

103 students began this year.  They were distributed as follows: ninth -forty-three (Richard Alban, Charles Carr), tenth - thirty (Normad Godin), eleventh - twenty-three (Vincent Ciorciari, Christian Howe, Gary O'Brien), twelfth - seven, of whom none remain. The calendar indicates three visiting days before Christmas vacation and three more spread out after this period. There were four quarterly exams and the Regents at the end of the year.  The students seem to have had another vacation home at Easter.

Joseph DeMaio and Philip Marani made their solemn profession on September16.
    Another $1,000 went to the missions from Romaeus' play.    That March in visitation, Aloysius spoke to the students emphasizing the evil of murmuring and criticizing.  He encouraged them to obedience to the seminary rules and to greater zeal in prayer and study.  He spoke to the seven novitiate candidate (seniors) and to the community he gave suggestions, again, for the education and training of the students.

The novitiate reception was changed that year from July 19 to September 7 and the profession was to be on September 8.  The new novices had to report to Williamstown on August 16.
   At first Cardinal Spellman was to do the ordination on June 5 but commitments changed this to Bishop Pernicone and Lucian Beltzner and Joseph Sheehan were ordained on that day.

For the next year, Albert Daly was to be subprior and Pius treasurer.
  John Ryan, David Kearns and Albert Pavlik, now that their pastoral program was completed, were assigned to Saint Albert's.

The new building is a subject of meetings in 1963 - 1964.  The community's idea of this is not stated.  Later in the year, it appears that this will be a freshman dormitory and an infirmary to be built at a cost of $250,000.  The final mention in minutes is, "It would appear that the plans for the new building will be adopted."  The community's choice seems to have been a gym or a field house.  The architect, Allard and Company from Washington, was to make a visit to examine the site.

The PSAT was still being given, men attended the NCEA convention, students were discussed but there is no mention of any going into the novitiate.  Some kitchen problems and dish cleaning matters were mentioned among the community.

Thirty-eight students seem to have begun freshman year.  There was a Glee Club entertainment on October 31, the usual trip to Avila, a Thanksgiving banquet with the students and a Christmas show.  The Latin program was held for Saint Thomas' day and the annual play had four dates in March.  The Provincial's Day on May 16 featured the Glee Club and a dinner in the evening to which the members of the province were invited.

The Latin program was of special interest.  It was called, "Libellus in Seminario Sancti Alberti occasione Festi Sancti Thomae compositus, die septimp Martii, 1964."  There was "Vita Sariti Thomae," a translation of excerpts from John Kennedy's; speeches into Ciceronian Latin of which an example is, "Itaque concives mei Americani, ne rogetis quid patria vestra pro vobis facere possit, immo quid vos pro patria facere possitis, id rogate."  There was a commercial, "Actio!," a  playlet and the session concluded with the following three songs: "Dulcis Rosyanna" ("Sweet Rosyanne"), "Haec Terra Tua Est" ("This Is Your Land) and "Gaudeamus Igitur."

This year and for at least the next two years, sisters came from Avila for Mass and dinner at Saint Albert's.  Almost ninety came in the jubilee year of Mother Angeline.
    The annual retreat for schoolmen was held at Saint Albert's the week of June 21 and because of the workshops, the other two retreats had to be held at Mahwah.

Vocations and Saint Albert's

On November 15, 1958, under the auspices of Donald O'Callaghan, a vocation meeting was held at the Marian Center, New York City.  Representatives were asked for from each house of the province and a meeting was to take place every three months thereafter.  Various prayers and Masses were to be offered through​out the province for the intention of vocations.  Names were to be turned over to the vocation men and Gregory Smith was to write a pamphlet to be used in vocation work.

Not quite two weeks later, on November 28, an education meeting was held. The minutes are rather detailed and we have no way of knowing whether they were decided at this meeting or merely indicated the current practice and thus are a picture of what was occurring at the time.  Admission requirements for high school were also stated.  Because of the succinctness of these minutes and the scope of their coverage, we print them almost in entire.

The purpose of the meeting was to establish policies and norms for the educational program of the province, to lay down definite scholastic policies as to the acceptance of candidates for the order and to set up a permanent Educational Committee as an advisory board for the provincial. The following resolutions were approved:

1. The present curriculum and daily schedule at Saint Albert's as listed
below, is hereby approved for one year and may not be changed without the per​
mission of the definitory.

2. Eleventh and twelfth year math are required subjects only for those
students who are so selected by the Saint Albert's faculty.

3. All graduates of our high school department at Saint Albert's must
receive the Regents' Diploma.  Regents examinations in subjects in which Regents'
credit is required for a Regents' Diploma must therefore be taken by all students
Either Regents or school examinations are permitted in other subjects, and is
left to the discretion of the faculty.

4. Candidates entering Saint Albert's from the eight grade must have:

a.
General average of at least 80% in sixth, seventh and eighth
grades.

b.
At least a normal IQ.

c.
Principal's recommendation as to scholastic ability.

5. The course of study for special students will be arranged by the prior
of Saint Albert's.

6. No candidate may enter our novitiate until he has spent several months
at Saint Albert's.

7. A minimum of at least two years of high school Latin is required of all
candidates before entrance into our college department.

8. The prior of Saint Albert's was instructed to present to the definitory a budget for the library and science departments at Saint Albert's.

9.
Reception into the novitiate will be changed from September 14 to
July 19 each year.

10.
The following will hereafter be members of the Provincial Educational Committee:  Very Reverend Father Provincial, Provincial Vocation Directors, Prior of Saint Albert's, Provincial Regent of Studies, Master of Mariani, Novice Master, Principal of Mount Carmel, Auburn and his Socius/ Prior of Mount Carmel, Pottsville.

11.  The feast of Saint Simon Stock is hereby designated as the day for the
Annual Meeting of the Provincial Educational Committee.  Agenda for the meeting
will be prepared by the prior of Saint Albert's and by the Provincial Regent of
Studies, and sent to the members of the Committee no later than May 1 each year.
Daily Schedule at Saint Albert's:

Rise 


6:20



Morning Prayer
6:45



Mass


6:50

Breakfast

7:30

Beds Housework
7:50

Study


8:25

Classes


9:00

Dinner


12:00

Classes


1:15

Recreation/Work
2:45

Rosary


4:40

Study


4:55

Supper/Recreation
6:00

Bell for Study

7:25

Spiritual Reading
9:00

Night Prayers

9:15

Lights Out

9:45

Saturday Variations

Music-Study

8:15

Housework

9:45

Recreation

12:30 – 4:00

Rosary


4:30

Study


4:45

Sunday Variations

Rise 7:30

Morning Prayers 
7:55

Letters 

10:00

Free Period

11:15

Study


11:30

Rosary


4:30

Study


4:45

Recreation

6:30

Compline

8:30

High School Curriculum at St Albert’s
1st Year

2nd Year

3rd Year

4th Year

Religion (3)

Religion (3)

Religion (3)

Religion (3)

English (5)

English


English


English

Latin (5)

Latin


Latin


Latin

Algebra

10th Math

11th Math

12th Math

General Science
French I

French II

Greek

Cit. Education

World History

American History
Physics

Music (2)

Biology (5)

Chemistry (5)

Music (2)




Music


Music

College Curriculum at St Albert’s

1st Year College

1st Semester



2nd Semester

Religion 101



Religion 102

Latin 201



Latin 202

English Composition 101

English Composition 102

World History 111


World History 112

Greek 201



Greek 202

Mathematics 103


Mathematics 104

Music 101



Music 102

College Curriculum at Williamstown

2nd Year College

Logic




Cosmology

Latin




Latin

Advanced Composition

Public Speaking

French




French

U.S. History



U.S. Histopry

3rd Year College

Rational Psychology


Epistemology

History of Ancient Philosophy

Hist. of Medieval Philosophy

English Literature


English Literature

History of Education


Educational Psychology

Ethics




Ethics

4th Year College

Metaphysics



Theodicy

History of Modern Philosophy
Hist. of Contemporary Philosophy

American Literature


American Literature

Social Ethics



American Government

Problems in Education

Testa and Measurements

St. Bonaventure University (Summer Sessions)

Science (Gen Science, Chemistry, Physics or Biology)

In addition to these basic subjects the students have the opportunity of taking additional subjects in fields where they are competent or excel.

At a vocation meeting on February 14, 1959, a Marian Day for high school students was planned for the feast of the Ascension that May.  Also, the avail​ability of Saint Albert's for picnics was to be made known to sisters.  At that meeting, it was announced that fifty-one had requested admission to Saint Albert's and of these twenty-one had been denied approval.  This was in spite of the fact that vocation clubs had existed in each house of the province for the last two or three years.  Definitely a note of pessimism was manifested at this meeting.

For some years the college program at Saint Albert's and its completion at Auburn and subsequently at Williamstown had been affiliated to Saint Bonaventure University.  On February 29, 1959, Timothy received a letter from Cornelius Welch, O.F.M., stating that this affiliation had expired in 1958 and wanted to know what we had done in the meantime to secure independent status.
    On March lo, Donald O'Callaghan replied to Doctor E. Fretwell, apparently at Saint Bona​venture, stating that we would continue affiliation with Saint Bonaventure "while we continue to work for independent status."
   Obviously a dodge since there is no evidence, intent or chance of applying for such status.  Three days later, Timothy Donohue sent a copy of this letter to Cornelius Welch adding that Francis Donohue would go to meet with Welch.

On April 10, 1959 the definitory approved a spending of $500 a year for books for the library at Saint Albert's.  This matter had been discussed at the first educational meeting and the amount was felt by the community to be suffic​ient for the first year.  Albert Daly was to be the director of operations in this attempt to beef up the library.

About a month later, the First Annual Scapular Pilgrimage Day was held at Saint Albert's on May 17.  Schools, vocation department files, the sisters and parishes were used for contacts.  No record remains of the success of this attempt to introduce prospects to the seminary.

The second Provincial Educational Committee meeting directed Timothy to look into Advanced Placement for Saint Albert's.  His research was delivered at the next meeting, December 5, 1959.  The conclusions were that a trained staff and a goodly number of students were required for such a program.  Lacking such numbers of students, Saint Albert's could install a modified plan, i.e. give assigned work with no special tutoring and then have the students take the Advanced Placement Test.  At this meeting no conclusion seems to have been arrived at for integrating this plan but it was decided to have the faculty at Saint Albert's discuss a program in study skills, methods and reading.  They were also to discuss dormitory space in view of the increased enrollment.

Around this time, Raymond Dolan published a vocational brochure for Saint Albert's.  A description of the purpose of this seminary and the course of study covered the early part of the booklet.  Rules of the seminary were explained and today they seem rather grim but in those times, they must have been rather mild else they never would have been published as a selling point for young men.  For three failures in January or June, permission to enter the next semester could be refused.  Room, board and tuition was $400 a year with $50 additional in fees.   The curriculum was four years of the following: Latin, English, religion, math, science and music.  Social Studies was for three years.
   Another booklet pub​lished by Raymond in 1960 covered the same ground however, it added a detailed explanation of the Carmelites, their life and work.  The variety of apostolates was emphasized.  The curriculum was the same as in the previous booklet except that one year of Greek had been added.

Early 1960, word was received that two seniors, Howard Cummings and Richard Otto had won Regents' Scholarships.
    That May, word came from Catholic Universi​ty that Saint Albert's had received the "Maximum time approval" and that affilia​tion was agreed to continue.

On November 15, 1960, the definitory decided to install the four-four-four system and thus the Saint Albert's students would enter the novitiate after their senior year.
   At the educational meeting that December, the pre-novitiate Latin program providing for the Latin deficiencies of older students was discussed.
   The following June/ high school retreats were a matter of discussion at a definitory meeting.  Timothy was present and it was decided to appoint a priest at the chapter to visit the principals of the area high schools to see if they were interested.  If so, then plans for facilities could be started.  In the meantime, Brice Reardon at Mahwah was to be contacted about the use of his place for retreats for those boys whose names were already in the vocation department files.

The May, 1961 meeting covered both of the above subjects.  The conclusion arrived at was that facilities were needed and proposals were to be given to the definitory.
    That December's meeting spoke of among other things, the admission, dismissal and novitiate approval policies at Saint Albert's.
    Nothing seems to have been finalized in this area and the Annual Congregation held April 27 - 29, 1962 was to have a letter sent to the prior and community at Saint Albert'srequesting for presentation to the definitory the above policies.

The definitory increased the library budget to $1,000 on January 2, 1962.

In July, 1962, the vocation department was given permission to move their files and equipment for bulk mailing to Saint Albert's.  Edmund McCaffrey was to live there in the old novitiate building and conduct weekend retreats for high school students.  He would also do his other vocation work from there.

Later that month a montly votive Mass for vocations was implemented at Saint Albert's.
    The meeting on February 10, 1962 of the Ratio Studiorum Generalis Commission resolved that the Saint Albert's seniors would take the CEEB, SAT and Achievement Tests.

The provincial Educational Committee meeting was held at Saint Albert's on  November 30, 1962 and took up all of the loose ends that had been tossed about for some time now.  The importance of the screening of students applying to Saint Albert's, the paper work and process of application were spelled out.
Twenty qualities of the student to be truthfully answered by his principal and a personal family visit seem to be new conditions of admission.  Family back​ground problems would preclude admission.  Among the recommendations of the meet​ing were the following:  the application form should include the number of students in a class and the applicant's rank, a Profile Report should be kept on each student from his entrance into Saint Albert's until ordination, a spiritual director must be assigned to Saint Albert's, at Saint Albert's the faculty must be stabilized and a course in Carmelite history should be added to the curriculum.

The minutes and their recommendations state the policies then current and aspirations in those areas where either the ideas were not capable of implementa​tion or the seminary faculty believed they were not of great importance since many obviously never reached the stage of implementation.

A Vocation Congress was held January 24 - 25, 1964 at Saint Albert's.  Its resolutions were approved by the definitory but no record of what they were remains.

Lease of Land and Buildings

As the seminary acquired parcels of land over the years, it also became the possessor of a number of dwellings and farmhouses.  For a year beginning on May 1, 1945, the Booth Farm was rented to Norman Bohm for $45 a month and it was to be operated as a farm.    This same tract was later rented to John Titsworth who was paying $100 a month in 1952 with the obligation of keeping up the pro​perty, repairing fences, etc.  When his lease was renewed for two years in 1954, the rent was the same amount but there was added the stipulation that there were to be no trailers on the property.

The Conklin house was being rented to John Purgatorio for $50 a month in 1952 and around the same time, $205.20 was spent in painting, plastering and carpentry work.
    The Ross house on South Plank Road was such a loss it was burned down by five companies of the Middletown Fire Department in 1958 as a drill.
    The reasoning behind this was that the house and adjoining land was income producing and therefore taxable.  Between taxes and the expenses of maintaining the dwelling in satisfactory condition, there was scarcely any profit in renting.  In 1956, four houses produced the following new income: Lybolt $10, Smith $50, Mattison $20, Titsworth $100.  The next year, Patrick McDermott, a real estate agent, seems to have been given charge of renting the various dwellings.  One house was rented to Richard Smith for $75 a month for a two year period with the tenants to take care of repairs.
    When the Ross house

on the site of the present Saint Albert's Well, was burned down under the dir​ection of Chief Richard Truex, water from the large pond was used to wet down the surrounding trees and to extinguish the fire.

In 1961, the definitory gave permission to Timothy Donohue to lease the Titsworth Farm on a year to year basis provided the tenant would provide for the upkeep of the farm and house as well as the other buildings.
    In 1964, a tenant named Bliss was told that renting this farm would require payment each month to the McDermott Real Estate Agency.  A lease would be signed and non​payment of rent would mean eviction in thirty days.  Rent was to be set so there would be some profit beyond the expenses of repairs.
    This seems to show a toughening up of attitude.  Since taxes were being paid on this farm because it was income producing, it should have done just that, produce income. Earlier that year, another house, condemned as a dwelling, was torn down
 and not too long afterwards, the dwelling and barns on the Booth Farm were also demolished to end the practice of renting.

As far back as 1939, John Maher tried to have the property declared exempt. Except for two parcels then producing income from rent, this exemption seems to have been granted.  This petition made to the town of Walkill was for the Watts, Wood and Middletown Milk and Cream parcels with two exceptions being taxable, one of .27 acres and the other of .86 acres.

The earliest tax receipt extant is from 1948 to the town of Wawayanda for the amount of $4.71.  This is not too much but in 1957, when Aloysius Nagle inquired through H.G. Arfmann about the possibility of exemption, the seminary was paying that year the following taxes:  Walkill, Pine Knot School District, Wawayanda, Middletown.  The latter three included both land and school taxes. The total amount was over $1,000 and shows why the seminary removed most of the rented dwellings.
  With the removal of the houses, most of the taxes ceased.  Around 1970, Edward Murphy through a verbal contact with the Walkill supervisor, Back Schlosser, asked to have the small amount of taxed property removed from the rolls using the argument that the students used the property for hiking, sleigh-riding and biology field trips.  The exemption was granted.
Proposed Buildings

At a meeting of the Ratio Studiorum Generalis Commission on February 10, 1962, it was resolved to improve the facilities at Saint Albert's by the construction of a field house with showers and lockers.  Problems of overcrowding in O’Connor Hall would be somewhat alleviated if two prefects occupied the adjacent prefect rooms on the upper floors.
    Meeting with the Saint Albert's community on March 3, 1962, the definitory concluded that with more students, there should be separate facilities for showers and lockers.  Plans should also be made for a future classroom building and parking space.  It would include two science rooms, six classrooms holding forty students each, two classrooms with twenty-five student capacity, a faculty room, principal's office and a language lab.  It was felt that a gym could be added later to the proposed locker shower building.
   Bids for the structure were received and in September, it was decided to postpone the construction since, "the bids were a great deal more than anticipated.
        In 1963, another building program was proposed and at a meeting in February, 1964, a dormitory building was approved.  Allard and Jouty, the architects of Saint Joseph's Priory in Washington, drew the plans.  The projected cost was $430,000 and the building was to be attached to the end of the present dining room.  It was to be composed of two floors, the lower containing lockers, an infirmary and two classrooms.  The upper was to be a huge dormitory for sixty students, sufficient toilet facilities and a closet for each student.
    The plans were sent out for bids and because all were too high, they were rejected and the proposed dormitory was cancelled.

The Provincial Cemetery

By the late fifties, the Carmelite plot in Calvary Cemetery, Queens, was at the point where it would no longer be sufficiently large enough to bury the deceased of the province.  Timothy Donohue was told to investigate the pos​sibility of a cemetery at Saint Albert's.  He contacted Patrick McDermott who, after investigation, told him of the following conditions: permission of the chancery would be required, a survey and description of the location.  No zoning in Walkill at that time would prohibit the cemetery and no approval was needed from the town or county boards but notice should be given to both of these entities.
    Timothy reported these things to a definitory meeting on April 10, 1959 and five days later, Donald and Aloysius consulted with the Saint Albert's community on the location of the site.  At a May 15 meeting, the junction of Willow Avenue and Waverly Place was decided upon as the site and the moving of the bodies interred in Calvary was discussed.
    Arrangements continued under way that fall and a zoning variance had to be asked from Middletown so that the front edge of the cemetery could be twenty feet from the road rather than the required 100 feet.  Whether or not this was granted does not mean much, as the site was discovered to have water close to ground level and so had to be rejected.  Then the present site was settled upon and the concerned parties were so informed.

It was also decided to transfer the bodies from Calvary and Donald gave this permission December 11, 1959 and by January 15 they had been moved and the cemetery completed.
    November 15, 1960, the cemetery was dedicated and in the ensuing years, plantings were made to beautify the area and make it a fitting burial place.
    Frank Lane erected the large cross, supplied the individual grave markers and has continued to do so ever since.  Donald Boyce did the grading and prepared the plans marking out the individual graves.

Some Financial Matters

In 1960, when it was proposed to purchase a bus to use for the students, John Nagle, then carrying the auto insurance for Saint Albert's, wrote to inform Pius Gagnon that his carrier, Atlantic Mutual Insurance Company, would not only not insure a forty-four passenger bus but also would probably not renew Saint Albert’s auto insurance when it expired on February 26, 1960.  The reason was that there had been twelve claims in four years and "Friar Pius Gagnon"s" accident on October 23, 1959 resulted in five claims totaling $3,347.00.

Complying with article nineteen of the State Labor Law, Saint Albert's agreed to pay not less than $1.00 an hour to employees.
    To promote financial support of the seminary, the definitory suggested trips to Saint Albert's by the Carmelite Auxiliary and ordered the revival of the annual raffle in 1961.
 In 1962, forms were filled out for the New York State Conservation Department but apparently trees were never ordered.

For the period of June 1 to November 30, 1962, Saint Albert's received $14,950 in ordinary income and $1,056 in extraordinary income.  Saint Albert's collections amounted to $1,668.88, the raffle $4,981.53 and Masses $477.  For the period of the above plus June 1 to May 31, 1962, the expenses were $75,221.75.  Income was as follows:  faculty earnings $29,455.37, provincial procurator $35,001.41, tuition $26,710.00 and the store $4,200.  Saint Albert's collections totaled $6,052.22.
   During this time period, Essie Kiernan left $1000 in her will.
   For the earlier period mentioned, salaries totaled only $1,950.  From the start of the Archdiocesan Pension Plan, Saint Albert's was a participant.
   A payment of $29,000 on February 26, 1963 finished the initial $175,000 loan to Saint Albert's for the chapel.  At that time, $239,000 remained from the second loan of $300,000.

.

The Sisters

With Szabo Catering Company taking over on September 1, 1960, a period of thirty years of service by the Corpus Christi Carmelite Sisters came to an end. Szabo's management fee was to be $300 a month and in a cost analysis for the first four months of their operation, Szabo was slightly more than $400 more expensive for the same period of the previous year but there were from nine to fifteen more students during Szabo's time.  For the first seven months of their operation, the increase over the same period the previous year was just under $4,000 with an average of ten more students for this time.

There was one disadvantage, however, with the Szabo operation.  No state money was available because of the caterer's control of the food service.  Szabo went to Washington about the situation and they considered the problem clarified.  Pius Gagnon was to tell the whole story to the New York State agency and if they thought termination was the answer, then Szabo told the seminary to consider themselves purged of Szabo.
  This was done and the contract with Szabo was terminated in early 1962 with the employees remaining though they now worked directly for Saint Albert's.

Maintenance becoming a more and more serious problem as time went on, Albert Crawford was asked to make a survey of work needed on the property.  He noted thirty-seven items with a lot more to be done in the priory.  Pius also asked to hire Al not only to take care of these matters but also for a total and planned maintenance program.

One time, Oscar Wild’s, “The Importance of Being Earnest,” was staged by le students in the old chapel now converted to a theater for the benefit of the Carmelite Missions.  Mrs. Emily Cooney designed the costumes, Vincent Ciorciari played Lady Bracknell and Gary O'Brien was one of the stage crew.  At a time when "The First Legion" was put on, the players included John Healy, Robert Hulse, Howard Cummings and James Goulding.

The comments of Timothy Donohue in the students' records are well couched, succinct and to the point.

In the early sixties, when Albert Daly was the chaplain at New Hampton and the Goshen Annex, he used Augustine Graap and a neighbor, Timothy Desmond, as sponsors for the baptisms he did.  Jerome Bauer worked there briefly from February to July of 1965.

The treasurer had a problem with the purchase of a cinemascope lens.  He purchased a new one but it did not fit the projector and a sleeve had to be con​structed.  Now he possessed two lenses and wanted to have Bausch and Lomb tell him how to use either one.  No reply is evident and the problem remains today.

The previously mimeographed student handbook was printed in 1960.  There seems to be no change in the "Carmelite Seminarian's Rule of Life" but some of the regulations changed are of interest.  Only black ties could be worn, novel reading was prohibited during most study periods and private reading was not permitted at any meals.

Chapter 10
John Parsons 1964 - 1967

The chapter of 1964 saw the election of Aloysius Nagle for his second term as provincial.  John Parsons was appointed prior of Saint Albert's with Romaeus Cooney as subprior, Pius Gagnon treasurer, David Kearns master of students and Nicholas Canning appointed sacristan but he does not appear to have come. Paschal Greco also came to Saint Albert's as did Joseph Sheehan.  Jerome Bauer was appointed the chaplain at New Hampton.

The first year's meetings of the new administration were largely concerned with academics.  There was, of course, the usual matters of schedules, office, supply work, cars, etc.  French was given to the upper three years and biology moved to ninth year.  In the course of the year, typing was introduced into the curriculum.  Study methods, "S Q 3 R Methods," are explained by the prior and the faculty are assigned to check on the study in the subjects where these methods are being utilized.  A student council, a yearbook and graduation are introduced though the yearbook never seems to have gotten off the ground.  An honor roll with the awarding of certificates is brought in.  Psychological testing is to be available for the seniors going into the novitiate at a cost of $35 but it is to be merely "strongly urged" on them.  Tuition for September, 1965 was raised to $500.

The duties of school officials, registrar, principal and regent of studies are in the process of codification this year.  The needs of the school are cited as many and not all can be immediately satisfied but there will be an in​creased budget the following year.

Among the community, Augustine Sidoti was accepted for solemn vows, the recreation room was moved to the ground floor of the priory and remodeled for $500, an Impala wagon was purchased from Pottsville for $2500 and sixty new beds were bought for $3,000.

The food inspectors for the State Education Department came this year and suggested the use of serving spoons, rubber mats in the dishwashing area, racks for food storage and suggested that an attempt be made to determine food costs on a per diem basis.  The inspector liked the menu progress and asked that the seminary use up the surplus commodities during the school and not keep them for the summer.  Finally, she enclosed a lasagna recipe.

During his visitation at the end of the year, Aloysius Nagle noted that community approval was needed for important changes in the schedule and in policy.

In the summer of 1965, Lawrence Mooney was elected provincial to fill the vacancy created by the election of Aloysius Nagle as Assistant General.  Lawrence came for a meeting with the community to open the school year.  The schedule, community harmony, openness, discussion of policy and problems in the Saint Albert's community, good teaching and scholarship were points covered in the meeting.

The staff, their qualifications and subjects were as follows:

John Parsons - M.A.(Guidance) - accelerated Latin 1 in two sessions, group guidance.
 Joseph Sheehan - M.A.(candidate in math) - biology, math 9, 12 and two sections in math 11.

Paschal Greco - M.A.(chemistry) - Chemistry, math 10, typing.
Romaeus Cooney - B.A.(philosophy) - Religion for two years twice a week, graduate work.

Robert Caruana - M.A.(English) - all English and two periods of library a day.

David Kearns - B.A.(philosophy) - world history twice a day, geography, three counseling and one phys ed every day except Wednesday.

Albert Pavlik - M.A.(Latin) - Latin 10 - 12, reading 9-12, one period of phys ed on Wednesday.
Richard Champigny - M.A.(candidate in French) - one class in Latin, French and religion, music once a week for each class and phys ed four times a week.

The student body numbered as follows:  ninth - fifty, tenth - twenty-nine, eleventh - twenty-eight, twelfth - twenty.

The prior introduced the policy of keeping a boy for four years once he was accepted providing he had passed the New York or Brooklyn high school entrance exam but no decision was reached on this point.

The Carmelites' recreation room was finished early in 1966.  Team teaching was introduced in the second semester and committees such as academics, lit​urgical, etc., were drawn up.  They were to meet, compose plans and engender ideas for their areas.  Revisions take place in the faculty schedule and some matters undergo two or even three changes in the course of the year.  Black suits are dispensed with in March, 1966.  Much of the record of this year consists of the recording of events or itemization of purchases now done by the proper official but in a collegial manner.  Responsibilities are divided and more efficient in operation.

The students began a school paper that year, something that seems to be ever beginning and never enduring at Saint Albert's.  Called The Scribe, the only issue surviving features the 'departure' of Dominic Tracy for Africa and the missions, the field day on Columbus Day, the football varsity's 52-6 loss to Goshen Annex, the donation of the artist Elizabeth Soderburg of her "Saint Therese of Lisieux" to the seminary, the Glee Club, the art of candlemaking.  As performed at Saint Albert's and a humorous account of the students and David  Kearns cleaning the prior's office.

Ordinations were done on June 11 by Bishop Pernicone for Matthew Vargo, Augustine Graap, Bernard Malone and Kevin Driscoll.

With an investment of a little under $3,000, Paschal Greco set up an offset print shop in the basement of the priory doing letter work for some of the houses, the Third Order and most of the Marian Center work.

The new beds finally came this year.  Phil Rettig made fifteen at a cost of $1,780 but they had agreed on a price of $65 each and with Phil agreeing to pay half of the transportation cost of $100, the total price came to $1,025.  The difference apparently was Phil's donation to Saint Albert's.  However, he did make more than fifteen beds at this time.  The number was more like fifty bunk and fifty single beds.

Visitation at the end of the year saw a number of changes brought about by Lawrence Mooney with the community.  They were the following:  apostolic work in the missions and at Mount Carmel is to be provided; liturgical, character, ed​ucational and work goals for the students are to be put in writing; the prior-principal is to investigate homework assignments and teaching techniques; the community is to formulate "habitual rules" for the students; the community is to out in writing a policy statement and job descriptions; the community is to continue to fulfill its obligations at Saint Teresa's Guest House; there is to be a weekly conference for the students.

It was decided by the definitory that June to have the class of 1967 attend Orange County Community College for two years before entering the novitiate. Actually four students, from the class of 1966, unable to be accepted for the novitiate because of academic deficiencies, would go to the college in September, 1966.  Thus Saint Albert's would be the first American seminary to expose its students to a secular campus, provide them with needed scholastic competition and a more academic environment.

The year ended with the transfer of Timothy Johnson to Saint Albert's and the designation of 1966 - 1967 as the fifth and pastoral year for Richard Champigny.
    A new water pipe from the main supply to O'Connor Hall was approved of and it would become part of a larger plumbing construction job.

1966 - 1967 saw the approval of building improvements as drawn up by Norman Godin, Sr., and architect and father of a student of that time.  They were designed to utilize the present buildings as fully as possible.  Each building was to have one use rather than be multi-purpose.  So the new chapel and study hall building was to become totally classrooms, the old novitiate was for recreation and activities while O'Connor Hall was to be totally dormitory. Work on this project was not begun until late in the spring of 1967 and by the start of the 1967 - 1968 school year, all classrooms were ready but it would be fully three years until the lab, typing room and dormitory on the first floor of O'Connor were completed and in operation.  The construction of three floors of new bathrooms was part of this plan but it would not be started until later.

In February, 1967, Lawrence Mooney went to see Bishop John Fearns about the plan to send the students to Orange County Community College.  Actually four students were already attending the college at the time but since they were academic deficiencies and this was an alternative to academic expulsion, nothing was made of the fact that Lawrence was speaking of a fait accompli.  Fearns suggested that he see Cardinal Spellman and this was done with the Cardinal giving his approval of this change as an experiment and asked for some sort of report on the progress, the benefits and disadvantages.

The vocation department began weekend visits to the seminary during the year with Edmund McCaffrey taking care of New Jersey, Pennsylvania and the states south of these.  Raymond Dolan was to take care of New York including Long Island and the northern states.  In the newsletter issued throughout the year, a pessimistic tone crept in.  This is possibly because at the chapter of 1965, Raymond Dolan was advocating temporary vocations.  Freshman enrollment in 1965 was about twelve and under twenty in 1966.  In 1964, the vocation department as the final admission committee was ended.
    As the fiftieth anniversary of the seminary approached, the department proposed the closing of Saint Albert's as a high school and the sending of the boys to the Carmelite seminary in Hamilton, Massachusetts.  The facilities of Saint Albert's would then be used as an adult vocation school in conjunction with Orange County Community College.  This was not taken seriously by the staff at Saint Albert's.
    This seems to be a perennial or rather triennial idea.  When expressed, the vocation department is about to undergo a change for some reason or other and with the change, numbers increase and the idea is dropped for a while.

A Faculty Handbook was prepared this year stating the goals and objectives of Saint Albert's.  Stating this to be the preparation of a "spiritual and intellectual elite," the handbook goes on to characterize the education as need​ing to be superior and that the intellectually unfit must be eliminated.  The sharing of administration with the teachers, the creation of an intellectual atmosphere were primary objects.  The students were to be from the top third in ability and achievement.  All the officials of the school and their duties were listed, some at great length.  The core curriculum was stated as being four years of English, French, math, religion, social studies, music and public speak​ing.  Biology and chemistry or physics rounded out the program.  This year also saw the creation of the post of principal and the writing up of his job description.

The prior of the time, John Parsons, summarizes this period as follows: "Some attention could be given to the dedicated work of Romaeus Cooney in plays, music, celebrated festivities of that era; Robert Caruana and Nicholas Canning in facilitating superior literature team teaching; Albert Pavlik in his developmental reading program with the youngsters and the sports program; Richard Champigny's liturgical contributions; David Keams' work with the students; Timothy Johnson with records and typing.  The men that were there deserve greater recognition for their day in and day out dedication."

In his visitation ending the year, Kilian Healy suggested that the wish of some of the community for greater cooperation with the vocation department be fulfilled.

Finances

The following capsule of the balance sheet for this period gives an indication of the operation of the seminary.  Income increased, lay salaries rose though tuition did fall in this period. 



Supplies

$10,677
$13,603
$19,709

Income
Chaplain Salaries
7,264

12,966

16,693



From Province

44,156

59,100

47,319



Tuition


41,766

35,909

25,808



Lay Salaries

18,006

23,963

24,138

Expenses
Total Expenses
148,014
158,540
136,275






1964-65
1965-66
1966-67

The proposed budget for September, 1964 to August, 1965 was set at $134,100 at first and then revised to $143,180.   The following year’s was set at $154,499.   Neither of these was reached in actual expenses and for the 1967-68 period, a budget of $132,725 was set with $31,550 listed as expenses for instruction and $48,000 in income listed as “faculty subsidy,” the amount of teachers salaries if they had to be paid.

Two bonanzas did arrive that year.  One in the form of a tax refund from the Ourange County Telephone Company for $1,006.32.
  The other was the proceeds from the annual mission dance run by Donald O’Callaghan which had been turned down by Bishop Donal Lamont in a meeting with Donald and Lawrence Mooney concerning the support of the Rhodesian mission and the disposition of the monies received from the Mission Cooperative Plan in various dioceses.

The Swimming Pool

On November 26, 1965, the definitory approved the construction of a sixty by thirty foot pool for the sum of $16,000.
    The contract was let that December for the above sum and construction began that spring.  An additional $881 was needed for the walks and the moving of filters.
    On May 31, 1966, the New York Board of Fire Underwriters notified Saint Albert's that they would not approve the pool because it was not "properly bonded."
   At the time of construction, George Rohan, the contractor, did not apply for a building permit which in itself was not really necessary from the point of view of local laws. But the absence of a permit meant that the Fire Underwriters would not know of the construction and thus not inspect the pool in it various stages.  When asked to inspect, they did and could not find that the pool was grounded.  A permit had been issued for the pump house by the town of Walkill and all electrical work there, done by Al Goodman, received the Underwriters' approval.
   For the lack as indicated by tests, the $1000 due was never paid and there the matter rested.

Chapter 11
1960’s-1970’s
The chapter of 1967 appointed Alfred Isacsson prior, Robert Caruana prin​cipal, Timothy Johnson treasurer; Nicholas Canning, Dennis Cummins, Edward Murphy, Richard Champigny, Albert Pavlik and Aquinas Stack were the other members of the community.  Bernard Godfrey, of course, remained.  The new administration faced as its most serious and immediate problem the completion of the construction work in the school building before the start of the school year.  Assisted by Harold Edsel and some of the professed students of the time, Al Crawford was able to have the work completed.  There were fifty-one students to open school that year and of these, eighteen were freshmen.  A list for this period with its great variations in numbers and especially freshman year follows.


Total Number of Students


Number of Freshmen

1960


78





50

1961


89





48

1962


99





41

1963


110





37

1964


124





48

1965


92





19

1966


72





20

1967


51





18

1968


56





29

Withso many new personnel and adaptation to the new method of team teaching, there were some difficulties in getting life among the students organized.  The students attending Orange County Community College lived on the top floor of O'Connor Hall along with some of the seniors as the second floor was crowded because the first floor had not yet been converted into a dormitory.

A lay board had been begun by John Parsons with the fiftieth anniversary of the seminary particularly in mind.  Its members had met during 1966, had drawn up a constitution, keep minutes of meetings and had the anniversary celebration planned by the advent of the new administration.
   However, with all the changes in the community, there was a lot of loose ends that had to be tied down before the actual celebration.

October 12 saw the anniversary Mass at 12:00 noon with Lawrence Mooney the celebrant followed by cocktails and dinner for the members of the province. Very few of the general public were present.  A concert by the students on November 3 at 8:00 P.M. was crowded and refreshments in the dining room followed.  Saturday, November 4, saw an open house beginning at 10:00 A.M. to which almost nobody came.  There was a pontifical Mass at 12:00 noon which was fairly well attended but most of those present were family and friends of the faculty and students.  Few of the general public came to the Mass.  Bishop Fearns was expected to be the celebrant but through some mix-up, he did not realize he was supposed to attend and at the last minute Bishop James McManus was prevailed upon by Edward Murphy to offer the Mass.  John Maher of the first class preached.  Refreshments were in the Lecture Hall and a dinner was held that evening at the Casa Fiesta, is was absolutely sold out due once again to the faculty prevailing upon friends and relatives not only to come but to bring others along.

Doctor Robert Neville of Fordham University was the main speaker at the dinner, the students sang a few selections and Alfred Isacsson gave a brief history of Saint Albert's.  Lawrence Mooney gave the invocation, Robert Caruana  the benediction and Charles O'Connell was the master of ceremonies.

The lay board was instrumental in arranging Joe Namath Night at Monticello Raceway.  Edward Murphy had secured the services of the football star and the board was able to contact Leon Greenberg, president of the track, to arrange the affair.  Mr. Greenberg remained a benefactor of the seminary after this event until he was forced to resign from the racetrack in 1976.  The night realized some $5,000 for the seminary and also worldwide publicity as it took place at the time Namath was being forced by Pete Rozelle, commissioner of the National Football League, to sell his interest in Bachelors III, a New York bar, or else resign from football.  After this, the board fell into a state of quiet until it was revived in 1973 as a board of advisors, being mainly people who had been or were capable of being of some assistance to the seminary through their position or influence in the community.

Richard Champigny was given time to secure his degree in French in the 1968-1969 school year and his place on the faculty was taken by Michael Driscoll.

That year saw the new system of attending Orange County Community College in full swing and the following roster of students:

sophomore college - 12      twelfth - 1     tenth - 13

freshman college - 15       eleventh - 12   ninth - 29

There were problems in the college program mainly because it was a new venture operated by new personnel.  Discipline, what was permitted and what was not; visiting of former students; the proportion of campus life to be mixed with life at Saint Albert's were the main problems and through weekly meetings, the introduction of group dynamics by Doctor Bernard Casella and a generally good attitude among the faculty, most of them were, if not solved, at least understood as problems that the new system carried with it and had to be endured for the benefits it gave.

The community had arrived at a series of standards it was to use in the assessment of candidates.  Specific qualities were to be looked for in six areas.  They were spirituality, appropriate motivation, adequate intelligence, relative motional stability, capacity for effective interpersonal relationships and sound physical health.

The Carmelites began the recitation of the office in the vernacular.
  Jerome Bauer was the chaplain at New Hampton and the Goshen Annex when the lined glass windows at the Annex chapel were dedicated by Bishop Charles Boynton of the Episcopal diocese.
   Bishop John Fearns did the ordination of Robert Hulse June 8, 1968.  It was impressive to the students particularly because he was a Middletown native.
   The students came out with another paper, Echo, in 1970 and the only edition was composed of news, events, poems, an account of the football team and intramural sports.
    Albert Pavlik installed a lecture program, conducted once a month, in which he would invite a local speaker of interest to the students.  It took place in the evening replacing study periods.  This plus the refreshments served at intermission made them popular with the students.
    In the summer and fall of 1967, Edward Murphy and Alfred Isacsson organized an alumni group for Saint Albert's.  It endured until 1971 when a dance run by Charles McQuillan featured Paddy Noonan's band and raised $1,000 for the sem​inary.

Meetings took place at the homes of former students living on Long Island usually with an annual dance featuring the raffling of a basket of cheer as the point of planning.  Two were held in Amityville under the aegis of John Brennan who later suffered an untimely death following open heart surgery.  Besides the Noonan affair, Charles McQuillan ran another dance in Brentwood.  There was also one informal gathering each year held in the Sunset Cabin or the Bourbon Barrel on Long Island.  An annual picnic was held at Saint Albert's on the first Saturday in June.  It was difficult organizational work because of the attitude of the past in which a student was cut off from Saint Albert's when he left and was told not to visit the seminary.  This attitude was difficult to overcome and in some cases, students contacted were somewhat bitter because of the manner of separation from the seminary.  This combined with the transfer of Charles McQuillan to Saint Louis and the death of John Brennan brought about the quiet demise of the organization.  Besides those already mentioned, Tom Doolan, John Russell, Michael Feerick, Pierce Rogers, were especially good in trying to achieve a viable organization.

E. Kelly, a member of the Parish Council of Mount Carmel at the time, was under the impression that the parish had the right of first refusal to the lane located between Mount Carmel Convent and the New County Road #78.  In fact, he thought the right went back fifteen years.  He wanted to know if we would embody this right in the form of a conveyance.  After consulting the community and the provincial, Alfred Isacsson wrote to Kelly that no prior, with or without the consent of his community, can convey or promise to convey lands belonging to the province.  Approval of the New York State Supreme Court is needed for this.  The provincial knew of no such right conveyed and there was no record of it in the archives.  Kelly was then directed to speak to the provincial about the possibility of sale or conveyance of any land.

Through Richard Champigny,  Saint Albert's received a modern statue, "Ascension ," done by Carl Schmitz and valued at $750 from Mr. and Mrs. Frank Frey of Bloomingburg.

The consultors of the Archdiocese of New York meeting on June 23, 1969, decided that Holy Name Church in Otisville should be erected into a parish "but for many and varied reasons decided that the parish be staffed by a diocesan priest."  In communicating this, Monsignor Joseph O'Brien praised the work of the Carmelites there and stated that the Carmelites would staff the next parish to be founded in the area.
    Speaking to the Record, Bishop Fearns, Episcopal vicar of Orange County, stated, "He said that 'in conference1 with the Carmelites the decision was made to place the parish-to-be under the pastorate of a priest of the archdiocese."
    No Carmelite in the area at the time can recall such a meeting and the general reaction of the people was that of balking, some telling the media they would go to Mount Carmel.

During this time, the annual Mass for the departed became a concelebration and was changed from the morning to Mass, cocktails and dinner beginning at 4:00 P.M.  There was also two burials during this time, Kevin Flanagan and John Maher.  Both were waked in the chapel, concelebrated Mass was offered followed by interment and then dinner for the Carmelites and any other visitors who came for the burial.  The same was done in the instance of Cyril Conroy and Donald Callaghan though in these cases the Mass was offered elsewhere.

The city of Middletown sought and was granted by Saint Albert's an easement to place a large drainage pipe beneath the ground in the triangle of the property closest to Orange County Community College.  The purpose of the pipe was to remove surface water from Wawayanda Avenue and Euclid Avenue junction where it would just lie and flood the lawns of Saint Albert's.
    The Recreation Commission of the city also tried to have use of the baseball fields for the summer.  Both times, they were turned down, the first because of the city's inability to have the field cut and the second, because it would interfere with the operation of the Vocation Workshop.

The corner of the new building at the kitchen area periodically suffered from damage due to bad turns by delivery trucks.  One from A and T Distributors took almost the entire corner off the building and the company provided for its repair.

Small bequests that came to the seminary were $69.90 from the estate of Kathryn Cummings, $100 from Catherine Hogan and $500 from Margaret Coleman.

There were no land sales in this time, in fact the opposite was the case.  The property of Timothy Desmond was purchased for $33,000 including twelve acres and a small dwelling in a bad condition of repair.
    The house and a small section of this land was sold to Albert Crawford in 1972.
    The remainder of the land stays as an investment.  Al was permitted by the community to move to a mobilee home at the junction of Wawayanda Avenue and County Road #78.  He lived there for four or five years before moving to the Desmond house which he had to remodel extensively before he could use it as a dwelling.

When the classrooms were remodeled in 1966, plans were also approved for three floors of bathrooms in O'Connor Hall.  The old bathrooms' pipes were badly in need of repairs, the laying of a new and larger supply line would necess​itate some new piping and the floors of the bathrooms installed in 1946 were composed of six inches of concrete and much too heavy to be supported by the structure.  Also, if the first floor was to be used as a dormitory, bathrooms had to be provided.  The heating problems, dating back to the installation of the new boiler in 1952, were to be solved at this time by the installation of a new boiler in the basement of the old novitiate.  Paver and Wildfoerster, Middletown architects, drew up all the plans for these renovations.
   The demolition of the area of the new bathrooms was carried out in the summer of 1967 by the Carmelite community assisted by some of the professed students from Washington.  Joseph Fichera of Chester had the low bid of $50,412.
    Actually it has been $1,000 higher but Normand Godin, Sr., acting in the capacity of an advisor, got him to drop the bid that amount in return for Saint Albert's repaving any roads that had to be dug up in the process of installing the new supply line.

It was decided after consulting some local plumbers, not to install the new boiler but instead raise the furnace and enlarge the fire bed.
    This was done by Richard Brannan with a minimum of cost and solved the heating problem that had existed for some years.

Because some of the planned work was not completed and because much of the work was done by Al Crawford and the community, the actual dollar and cents cost of the bathrooms was reduced quite considerably from the original estimate of $171,300 but the architects, working on a percentage fee basis, felt they were not getting their just dues.  This was settled in early 1969 by a small payment.
 
Each floor of O'Connor ended with fifteen sinks, six toilets, three urinals and a shower-drying room with eight nozzles situated in a totally tiled area.  The entire cost was just over $110,000.  The work began with the installation of the new eight inch supply line but because Fichera had sub-contracted this to Lee Zoldan, who was an individual and not a union contractor, the work was held up for some time. The negotiations of Normand Godin, Sr., with the Plumbing Board of the City of Middletown were effective in obtaining the permit needed before the work could go ahead.  Because of the surprisingly low bid for the plumbing work, Al Crawford checked the plumbing work each day and in the cases where the plumber tried to use less expensive equipment that was not in the specifications, he would bring this to Fichera's attention and insist on the better and more expensive materials.  Thus due to his efforts, the bathrooms were completed at a much better grade than if he had not gone to this trouble.

Fire lines were also installed on each floor and new water lines were brought to the prefects' rooms on each floor through the gym.
    The tiling was done by Taylor Tile.  The floor was a problem because of a chemical reaction between the tile, the glue and the flooring.  This was finally solved.  The old bathrooms were gradually demolished and the space put to better uses.  The entire work was just about complete in 1969.

Because of their increasing enrollment and the lack of land around their existing buildings, Orange County Community College made an approach to Saint Albert's about selling some land to the college.  William Hall was the architect for the master plan of the college.  After some discussions with the community of Saint Albert's, Hall drew up a plan in which the college would take over most of the land close to its location.  This would have included all the present buildings and Saint Albert's would be reimbursed sufficiently to build a new more compact and more efficiently operated complex atop the hill overlooking the old Booth Farm.  Approximately 100 acres of land would remain.  The offer they made was just over a million dollars.  The Carmelites had Blake and Associates make an evaluation of all the property and the section Orange County Community College was interested in was estimated as being worth $1,334,000.  The total land value of Saint Albert's by Blake came to $2,002,300.
    Because of the college's lack of funds and because the Carmelites were including sentimental value and the fact we were doing the college a favor and thus worthy of a higher price, the deal was never completed.  The Carmelites were thinking of $10,000,00 and had the idea of using the money, not expended in replacing the buildings, as an endowment for the seminary.

During the period of 1968-1969, Wickes Lumber Company was interested in renting a tract of land at the corner of Wawayanda Avenue and County Road #78. They were to erect a showroom and lumber storage area and after a period of ten years, the lease would be renegotiated.  The maximum extend of the lease would be twenty years and at the end of the lease or the termination at ten years, all the buildings would belong to the Carmelite Fathers.

A rezoning of the property, located in the town of Walkill, was required.  Signatures were sought by friends of Saint Albert's such as Jean LaBruzzo and Anne Davis but such did not have any effect on the zoning board and neither did a public hearing.  The final vote was 2-1 against the rezoning and the Wickes rental was dead.  Rumor of a bribe did little to soothe feelings between the Carmelites and those opposing the location of the lumber yard, mainly Doctor Donald Hughes.

In 1970, Orange County Community College desired to obtain the triangle below the lowest dam and adjacent to their campus for the location of a parking lot.  After consultation with Blake again and following their advice, it was decided not to sell.  The reasons were that this is not the "best use" of the land involved, it is a natural drainage area for the surrounding lawns and the offer of $5,000 is not a fair price for this piece of land.  Thus the deal was not completed.

On a map of the lands of Saint Albert's they drew in 1968, Chumard and Erikson placed an “overlap” on the Maybee plot without calling this to the attention of the seminary's officials.
    When the adjoining land was sold to Maurice Mow by Benny Amchir, the deed conveyed title to this overlapped piece of almost two acres.  Actually, the chain of ownership coming to Mow was older than that of the Carmelites.  When bulldozers came onto what the seminary thought was its property, an injunction was obtained to stop construction. Legal action under the attorneys, John Holahan of Tarrytown and Abe Kopald of Highland Falls, followed.  Things drew out over a period of almost two years and the case finally came to trial after much deposition on July 31, 1973. Alfred Isacsson was the first witness but was rejected because he had not had any experience or training in map reading and thus could not cite with certainty the use made of the disputed land by the seminary through the years.  The surveyor employed by Kopald then took the stand and proceeded to drive Judge John Marbach crazy with almost two hours of reciting figures.  At the lunch recess, Marbach saw counsel for both sides and the case was settled that afternoon for $15,000 and the seminary waiving any rights in this acreage.

A capsule of finances of this period is as follows:

1967 - 1968         

1968 - 1969       

 1969 - 1970

Chaplain         $
12,927.28         


$12,110

$10,595

Salaries

Supplies
20,761



21,032


24,268

From

Province
97,650



79,500


58,000

Tuition

25,674



35,735


40,638

EXPENSES
Food 

29,732



37,081


39,232

Salaries

33,399



26,341


33,933

The chapter of 1970 saw the appointment of Edward Murphy prior of Saint Albert's with Robert Caruana continuing as principal.  Philip Marani was appoint​ed in 1973 with Alfred Isacsson becoming principal.

Chapter 12

The End of the Days


Writing the last days of Saint Albert’s is a rather personal matter.
  I was present for all of these final years except for 1976-1977.  The college program, beginning in 1969 attended Orange County Community College. This was done with the blessings of John Fearns, Episcopal Vicar of Orange County and Francis Cardinal Spellman, Archbishop of New York. There were twelve sophomores and fifteen freshmen in the program.  They lived on the top floor of O’Connor Hall.  The high school program had only fifty-five students. 


Since no classroom was needed for the college program and altars for private Masses, there was a great deal of remodeling done to O’Connor Hall and the chapel building.  Placing a lab and classrooms in the new building freed the first floor of O’Connor Hall for a freshman dormitory.  Sophomore to senior years of the high school lived on the second floor.  In the weekly house meetings a desire to have a closer relationship with the students developed.  The notion of a faculty house separated and closed to students was seen as not a good practice in that age.  Group dynamics among the students, conducted by the Doctor Bernard Casella trained faculty, helped to develop this desire.  The result was that four Carmelites lived on the college corridor and two Carmelites on each of the high school corridors. The seniors lived with their prefect on the second floor of The Thistles, the faculty house.  


This system along with team teaching, relying on reading and classroom discussion helped create a closer relationship with the students.  Though these changes in the system did not increase the number of students persevering, it created friendships which can be seen in 2010 in the liveliness of the Saint Albert’s Alumni Association.


Under the principal ship of Robert Caruana, preparations for membership in the Middle States Association were begun. Alfred Isacsson, with the total cooperation of the faculty, finished the application for membership. Some curriculum had to be revised.  A course effecting the ideas of students was instituted as was physical education within the daily class schedule.  A team from Middle States came in 1975 for the required visitation.  The committee was well catered to and entertained in our facilities. They gave encouraging words to the teachers whose classes they visited. Thus it was with much surprise that the team leader did not send in a good report and did not recommend membership for Saint Albert’s.


We answered all the objections stated and made an appeal of this decision to Middle States. The result was that prior Philip Marani, principal Alfred Isacsson and faculty member Romaeus Cooney traveled to Philadelphia for an interview. Our appeal was based on the obvious antagonism of the team leader, his absence from events and his suspected overuse of alcohol.   This went well and shortly afterwards, Doctor Ho from Middle States was sent to visit Saint Albert’s.  He requested seeing some groups of students.  He walked around the lake with a group of students, Rusty and myself and was impressed by the beauty of our setting and its facilities. In a short time after Doctor Ho’s visit, our certificate of Middle States membership arrived. With accreditation also from the New York State Board of Regents and Catholic University, all possible standards had been reached.


Becoming principal in the summer of 1973, the first problem faced was lack of Carmelites on the faculty.  Linda Cohen was hired to teach French, Joan Fedor Biology, Marianne Franklin physics and chemistry and Jon Hawkins English. All were amenable to correction and worked out fairly well.  


Some of the changes in student life in 1975 were involving the students in outside apostolates.  Saint Albert’s had a team in the Orange County Math League competing once or twice a month under the aegis of Sister Nora Cronin who taught math at Saint Albert’s in exchange for Aquinas Stack, Robert Tracy and Anthony Duo doing courses at John S. Burke High School.  The popular student retreat master, Dennis Kelleher, C.SS.R., gave the retreat in 1973.  For interested students there was a life saving course at the pool.  There was a trip to Stratford, CT for a Shakespearean play.  


An overnight canoe on the Delaware River under the care of Romaeus Cooney and Alfred Isacsson was an experience appreciated by the students.  It was so popular that in 1976 there had to be two trips.  A Ski Club had a good number of members.  Perhaps the most popular new venture was the lecture program run by Albert Pavlik.  Assemblyman Ben Gilman, golf pro Gene Toth, NYSP drug program director Joe Colligan and Julian Tunick, the Monticello Raceway photographer, were some of the presenters. Movies televised were taped and presented on Saturday nights.  A visit to West Point took place in 1976. There were many activities to broaden the outlook of the students. 


Life as presented here seems, looking back at it, to have been very wonderful but there were dark clouds on the horizon.  Camp Carmel at Saint Albert’s brought a few hundred young boys each summer to see Saint Albert’s and use it facilities. When the campers were in the eighth grade, they were recruited by the Vocation Department for Saint Albert’s.   Usually, this system worked.  Recruiting from the 1976 camp for the 1977 September freshman class was absolutely zero and talks in grammar schools resulted in the same number of prospects for the 1977 Camp Carmel.


Meetings were held throughout the province and there developed the realization that there could not be a school without a certain number of students.  The definitory, which was the provincial’s board of advisors in those days, made the decision at their May 14, 1977 meeting to close Saint Albert’s that June. And so it was that in its sixtieth year the end came for Saint Albert’s Junior Seminary.

                                                                  
Alfred Isacsson, O. Carm.            

� The Original book, written by Alfred Isacsson, O.Carm. in the 1970’s did not contain this last chapter which gives the history of the final years of St Alberts Jr. Seminary.  This chapter was written in July, 2010 by Alfred Isacsson.  


� Map of Farm Owned by Mr. Freeman B. Wheeler, Orange County Clerk's office, filed March 16, 1895, Bk 4, p 32-4, Old File Plan Packet 4, "older 8; Map of Lands of Freeman B. Wheeler by Charles H.- Smith, June 12, .895, Recorded Nov 27, 1901.  All land maps and deeds are in County Clerk's Office, Goshen, N.Y. unless otherwise stated.  All letters and Carmelite material are in Archives, St. Albert's Jr. Seminary unless otherwise stated.


Cf. also "City of Middletown, New York, Diamond Jubilee, 1888-1963," (Middletown, 1963)16; Data Book, Orange County, N. Y. (Goshen, 1973)218; Southeastern New York (New York, 1946) III, 189-90.





� Stern to McCarthy, Middletown, Mar 20, 1944.


� Memo of Thomas Pendell, Rio, N.Y., May 8, 1944; Notes, A. Nagle, n.d.; Times Herald (Middletown) Feb 10, 1949; "St. Albert's Junior Seminary, Dedication Day, May 24, 1958," (Middletown, 1958) 10 ; Portrait and


Biographical Record of Orange County (New York, 1895)1291-5.  The Pendell document has the following note about its author by !A. Nagle, "awful man for scandal - opened paper shop in Washingtonville."


Cf. also Sadie E. Corey to Ella J. Raymond, Lib 440, p 370, Jan 13, 1899; Ella J. Raymond to Henry C. McBrain, Lib 441, p 456, Mar 29, 1899; Henry C. McBrain to James Wallick, Lib 443, p 144, July 17, 1899.





� Notes by A. Nagle; "St. Albert's Junior Seminary...", Q-2J ; New York State Supreme Court, Goshen, First National Bank of Middletown vs. James Wallick et al., File 170, 1907; James H. Wallick vs. First National Bank


of Middletown, Lis Pendens, Lib 22, p 195, May 17, 1907; Mortgages, Wallick to Cowper, Lib 451, p 329, Mar 9, 1905; Lib 415, p 527, June 29, 1905; Lib 414, p 383, Aug 4, 1905; Deeds, Lib 495, p 89, Sept 12, 1907.





� Concerning the property: Wheeler to Taylor, June 29, 1895, Lib 416, p 460; Wallick to Middletown Savings Bank, Mortgage, Sept 12, 1903, Lib 404, p 545; same to same, Bond, Sept 12, 1903; Wallick to Bonnell, Mortgage, May 24, 1904, Lib 408, p 101; same to same, Bond, May 24, 1904; Corwin to Cortina, Oct 1, 1907, Lib 495, p 168; Taylor to Wheeler, Jan 27, 1909, not recorded; Wheeler to Cortina, Jan 29, 1-909, not recorded; Search, James D. McGiffert, clerk, Feb 4, 1909; Taylor to Cortina, Feb 6, 1909, Lib 562, p 157; Wheeler to Cortina, May 27, 1909, not recorded; Cortina to Wheeler, Mortgage, July 10, 1909, Lib 441, p 183; same to same, Bond, July 10, 1909; Wheeler to Cortina, July 10, 1909, Lib 509, p 84; Cortina to Middletown Savings Bank, Mortgage, Sept 15, 1910, Lib 449, p 514; same to same, Bond, Sept 15, 1910; Cortina to Middletown Savings Bank, Mortgage, July 25, 1913, Lib 472, p 517; same to same. Bond, July 25, 1913; same to same, Mortgage, Apr 1, 1914, Lib 477, p 545; same to same, Bond, Apr 1, 1914; Map, H. C. Carpenter, Mar, 1937.  Concerning the Cortinas: Times Herald (Middletown) June 17, 1933; July 24, 1939; Apr 4, 1949; Record (Middletown) 1958 ; "St. Albert's Junior Seminary...", D.2J; "1917-1967, St. Albert's Jr. Seminary," (Middletown, 1967)3; William L. Langer, An Encyclopedia of World History (Boston, 1968) 694-8; Southeastern New York, III, 153.





� A. Isacsson, "The Lands of Saint Albert's Junior Seminary," (Middletown, 1973).  A complete listing may be found here of all documents and deeds involved in this purchase.


� 	Flanagan to Smith, Auburn, Sept 27, 1949; Catholic News (New York) Nov 18, 1916, Sept 15, 1917; Franklin B. Williams, Middletown, A Biography (Middletown, 1928)113 is incorrect in stating the opening as 1921; "St. Albert's Junior Seminary..." LIOJ states date of opening as 1916; "1917-1967... "Q3"] is wrong in stating that Colfer did the negotiations and that they were completed on July 31, 1917; "City of Middletown...", 21 also states the opening incorrectly as 1922.





� Flanagan to Smith, Auburn, Sept 27, 1949; "St. Albert's Junior Seminary ..." [10] ; Cardinal Farley was pleased with the opening of a "novitiate" and expressed his pleasure in the form of a donation of $500, cf. Farley�to Southwell, New York, Sept 25, 1916 in ibid. [12]





� Daly to author, Trumbull, [June, 1976]; Flanagan to Smith, Auburn, Sept 27, 1949; Vox Eliae 11(1954)12.





� Grey to The Missionary Society..., Apr 1, 1921, Lib 609, p 410; Zane Grey is supposed to have come to his brother Romer's in 1917 and resided two years with him.  Cf. Williams, op. cit., 143.





� Specifications for Dormitory, St. Albert's College, Middletown, N.Y., Ewing and Allen, Architects, N. Y., May 28, 1923; Plans, Ewing and Allen, N. Y., 1923.





� Unidentified clipping, n.d. and oral testimony, Carmel Lynn, June 6, 1976.





� St. Simon Stock Church, Bronx, N.Y. (Hackensack, 1970)11-2.





� Plot Plan Showing Proposed New Buildings, St. Albert's College, J. W. O'Connor, Architect, July 31, 1929; "St. Albert's Junior Seminary...", [l4] ; pictures, St. Albert's Archives; Sword 1(Apr,1937)108.





� Times Herald (Middletown) June 28, 1932.





� "Student Record," I, 2-38.  This is a black ledger book, 8" X 11" containing student records in fragmentary fashion from 1924 to 1939 inclusive. They are not grouped by years. Records, dates of departure and those re��maining are difficult to decipher and calculate.  It is kept in Registrar's Office, St. Albert's Jr. Seminary.
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� "Student Record," I, 39-149.


� "1866-1966, Hail, Holy Name Church, Otisville, N.Y.," 6, 17, 34; "Souvenir Journal Commemorating 100 Years of the Roman Catholic Church of St. Paul, Bullville, N. Y., 1866-1966," 6, 16, 56; T. H. Franklin to LBauerJ, Bloomingburg, Dec 6, 1962, Dec 7, 1962, Jan 7, 1963; "Financial Report of the Parish of Otisville, N. Y. for the Year 1911,"; Times Herald�(Middletown) Sept 7, 1932.





� Fitzgerald to The Missionary Society..., Nov 22, 1920, Lib 605, p 598; Harry C. Carpenter, Oath, July 21, 1937; Wiggins and Faulkner to Flanagan, Middletown, July 23, 1937; Maybee to the Commissiariat, Nov 13, 1924, Lib 648, p 421.  For the subsequent problems with the title of the Maybee plot, cf. Isacsson, op. cit., 6-9.





� "House Meeting Minutes," I(Jan 16, 1934 - Oct 17, 1950)7-12.  This is a journal book, black board and leather bound, used as far as p 182.





� Scrapbook, "Choral Society," containing unidentified newspaper clippings and printed programs is the source for all Choral Society information.  Cf. Sword 1(Oct,1937)107, 2(July, 1938)424, 4(Oct, 1940)517-8.








� "Student Records," I, various pages; John M. Haffert, From a_ MorningPrayer (New York, 1943)58-63.
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� Isacsson, op. cit., 9-10.
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� Degnan to Maher, Goshen, Nov 22, 1935; Judson to Degnan, New York, Nov 21, 1935.





� Canary to Flanagan, Brooklyn, Dec 4, 1935.
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� "Souvenir Menu," Rhinohorn Tavern,
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� Faulkner to Canary, Middletown, Dec 24, 1935.
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� Conversation with Berthold Forrester, Oct 10, 1975.





� Resolution, Middletown Post 151, American Legion, July 21, 1937.


� "House Meeting Minutes," I, 25-31; "Visitation Book," St. Albert's, 3-4.





� "House Meeting Minutes," I, 37, 41, 45, 47, 57; Sword I(July, 1937)96.





� "House Meeting Minutes," I, 60-1, 63, 65, 67, 69, 71, 73, Sword 2 (Jan, 1938)138.
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� "Installation of Gas Burners," Webster Engineering, Tulsa, OK, for Rockland Light and Power; Ward to Maher, Middletown, Aug 11, 1938.





� Hines to [Reis and O'Connor] , New York, Oct 15, 1940; Daly to Rockland Light and Power, Middletown, [Oct 29, 194(0 '   [Maher) to Rockland Light and Power, Middletown, Oct 29, 1940; Sharpies to Daly, Middletown, Nov 2,�1940; Hines to Daly, New York, Nov 2, 1940; Flanagan to Daly, Bronx, Nov 6, 1940.
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� O'Brien to Mooney, New York, Aug 5, 1969.
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